NATIVITY CATHOLIC CHURCH

A WELCOMING FAMILY OF BELIEVERS

DECEMBER 6, 2020

FOR 6o YEARS
MASS SCHEDULE
Saturday Vigil Mass
4:30 pm, 6:30 pm
Sunday Mass
7:30, 9:30 & 11:30 am

Daily Mass
Monday - Saturday
8:30 am in Church

RECONCILIATION
Saturday
9:00 - 10:00 am
or by appointment

ADORATION
Friday
9:00 am - 12:00 pm

PARISH OFFICE HOURS
Monday - Thursday
9:00 am - 3:00 pm

3255 N Ronald Reagan Blvd
Longwood, FL 32750
(407) 322-3961

SUNDAY MASS LIVESTREAM

Sunday Mass is
livestreamed at 9:30 am.

Go to www.nativity.org/

livestream to view the
Mass.

VISIT US ONLINE AT WWW.NATIVITY.ORG
K enaniviTyLoNGWOOD  (f5) @NATIVITYYOUTH NATIVITY LONGWOOD



ANNOUNCEMENTS & EVENTS

RSVP FOR CHRISTMAS MASS

Go to www.nativity.org/christmas
and RSVP for Christmas Mass! Fill
out the form on the page and let
us know which Mass you'd like to
attend. Choose a Mass from the
following times: December 24th:
2:00, 4:00, 6:00, 8:00, 10:00pm OR
Decmeber 25th: 8:30, 10:30 am.

IMMACULATE CONCEPTION
OF MARY: DECEMBER 8TH

On Tuesday, December 8th

we celebrate the Immaculate
Conception of the Blessed Virgin
Mary - a Holy Day of Obligation. We
will have Masses that day at 8:30
am and 7:00 pm. Please join us!

JOY OF GIVING THANKS!

Our Joy of Giving-Thanksgiving
Drive was a success and because
of your generosity we were able

to provide many families with

a Thanksgiving Meal! Many felt
humbled and grateful to be able to
gather for a meal and say a prayer
of thanksgiving in these challenging
times!

RETRIEMENT FUND FOR
RELIGIOUS ENVELOPES

Help our elders. In good times

and bad, senior Catholic sisters,
brothers, and religious order
priests have dedicated themselves
to service and acts of mercy. Today,
they pray for an aching world.

Yet years of serving for little or

no pay have left their religious
communities without enough
retirement savings. Your gift to

the Retirement Fund for Religious
helps provide medications, nursing
care, and other necessities.
Envelopes are available in your
envelope packets as well as in the
main entryway of the church.

LIFELONG FAITH FORMATION
This week we celebrate the Second
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Sunday of Advent. For those of you
who have Advent wreaths of your
own at home, it is time to light the
second purple candle. This second
candle is called the “Bethlehem
Candle” because the prophet Micah
had foretold that the Messiah
would be born in Bethlehem, which
is also the birthplace of King David.
This second candle represents
“peace.” Here is a short prayer to
pray when you are lighting the

first two candles at dinner tonight:
Jesus, you are peace even when there
is hatred. Help us to forgive like you
when we are hurt or wounded. Bring
peace into our hearts we pray. Amen.
-Jo Ann Elder, Director of Faith
Formation

FAITH FORMATION

Sunday morning, we welcome our
Group 1 families! Please come to
the Parish Center immediately
following the 9:30 a.m. Mass.
Group 1 families who are attending
virtually should join us on Zoom by
10:40 a.m. We cannot wait to see
youl!

CONFIRMATION
PREPARATION

This Sunday evening our
Confirmation candidates, along
with a parent or sponsor, are
asked to join us for this month’s
confirmation preparation session
on Zoom from 6-7:30 p.m. You
should have received an email with
the Zoom call ID and pass code.
If, for some reason, you cannot
attend, please email wchandia@
nativity.com and let us know.
Please be aware that we will be
sending you the make-up session
you will need to complete.

ARE YOU WONDERING IF GOD
IS CALLING YOU TO BECOME
CATHOLIC?

The Holy Spirit is always at work in
our lives - particularly at this time
of year. If you have been feeling
drawn to the Church and would
like to know more about what

the Catholic Church professes

and believes, contact our Faith
Formation Director, Jo Ann Elder.
She will be delighted to answer
your questions and assist you on
your journey of discernment. She
may be reached at jelder@nativity.
org or by telephone at 407-322-
3961 extension 211

2021 ORLANDO MINISTRY
FORMATION CONFERENCE:

| THIRST

God thirsts ﬂ%ﬁ#@gﬁfww

for us and we

all thirst for & ) .
Him too! This - Ml f
year's Ministry 2o i e
Formation B 4=

Conference, /

Thirst, is about recognizing that we
can only be satisfied by the love of
God, and He yearns to give it to us.

If you are ready to experience
God's love in a profound way, this
conference is for you! | Thirst will
feature a series of talks on God's
desire for us from Mother Adela
Galindo, foundress of the Pierced
Heart Sisters of Jesus and Mary,
Br. Adam Neri of the Brotherhood
of Hope and Director of Campus
Ministry at UCF, and Michelle and
Asis Lopez, leaders for the Catholic
Campus Ministry at the University
of Miami. For more information
and to register, you can visit

https://mfc2021.eventbrite.com
This conference can be
experienced from home virtually or
in person at our satellite sites, and
all reflections will be available in
English, Spanish, Portuguese, and
Haitian Creole.



ABOUT NATIVITY’'S
HISTORY:

One year ago, on the
First Sunday of Advent,
Nativity parish
welcomed its
16th pastor,
Father David
Scotchie, who
has led us
through this
most difficult
year carefully
and calmly,
with skill and grace. It

can't have been easy. But
this is not the first time

in our history that God's
providence has been
manifested by sending

us precisely the kind of
pastoral leadership needed
at the time. Infact, itis a
consistent pattern. This

was particularly obvious
when Father William Neidert
became pastor of the
struggling young parish.

He was Nativity's first long-
term pastor, serving from
1968 to 1976. Thatin itself
was a blessing.! He appears
to have had the precise
combination of experience,
wisdom, abilities, and
personality that were
needed at the time. It was
an extremely good fit. He
loved the people, and the
people loved him.

Besides his pastoral skills,
he was a skilled carpenter
and gardener, a hard
worker. In those lean times,
the garden was not just a
hobby; it provided needed
food for the table.

But Father Neidert's first

love was the liturgy, and

he welcomed the chance

to implement the changes
called for by Vatican Il.
When he heard

a little girl refer
to the altar
railing as “the
fence”, he knew
that the barrier
separating clergy
and laity had to
come down. That
proved true on
many fronts.

The laity were being called
to serve as Lectors and later,
Eucharistic Ministers, and to
develop and use their gifts
in service to the church.
Precious Blood pastors
consistently welcomed

and encouraged this. Lay
Ministry fluorished, and the
number of Ministries grew.

Our 60 year history teaches
us that we can trust in God's
providence to provide what
we need!

ROSARY FOR AN END TO
ABORTION

Next Saturday is the Feast
of Our Lady of Guadalupe.
Come and pray the rosary
for an end to abortion.

WHEN: Saturday, December
12th at 3:00 PM.

WHERE: All Women's Health
Center, 431 Maitland
Avenue.

Please wear a virus

mask and practice social
distancing. Bring a friend.

PARISH PENANCE
LITURGY OPPORTUNITIES

St. Stephen’s Parish, Winter
Springs: (confession only)

Dec. 7th at 1:00-2pm; 6:30-7:30pm
Dec. 9th at 1:00-2pm
Dec. 10th at 1:00-2pm, 6:30-7:30pm
Dec. 12th at 9:00-10am

Most Precious Blood Parish,Oviedo:
Dec. 9th at 7:00pm

St. Mary Magdalen Parish,

Altamonte Springs: Dec. 9th at
7:00pm w/ Adoration

All Souls Parish, Sanford:
Dec. 14th at TBD

Annunciation Parish, Altamonte
Springs: Dec 15th & 22nd at 7:00pm

Nativity Parish, Longwood:
Dec. 17th at 7:00pm

St. Augustine Parish, Casselberry:
Dec. 17th at 6:30pm

DEACEASED DIOCESAN
PRIESTS

Please remember in your prayers
these deceased Diocesan priests in the
month of December:

Dec 2, 2015 - Msgr. Vidal Arboleda
Dec 4, 1996 - Rev. Con Shine
Dec 4, 2008 - Rev. Stephen Phillips
Dec 13, 1971 - Msgr. William Mullally
Dec 21, 1997 - Rev. William O’Farrell
Dec 22, 1981 - Rev. Vincent Smith
Dec 22, 2010 - Rev. Gerard Granahan
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He promises He will come

Even now, He is looking for new ways to touch your heart.
Right now, He is preparing special gifts of grace and blessing for
you—Advent and Christmas “GIFTS” that He will give as you
open your heart to Him.

Now is the time to put our whole hearts into our spiritual
journey. When we learn to see everything as “GIFT”, we can
live much more gratefully and generously.

God is faithful, and by By turning to God through prayer, we grow in His love. Let Him

him you were called to fill you with His grace and power to serve others.

4

fellowship with his Son
(1 Corinthians 1:9) By sharing from your heart, you will learn to love, and your
treasure will serve as a blessing to others.

If you haven’t responded to Father’s request through the
Offertory Recovery & Restoration Initiative, please do so
prayerfully. Return the tear off response enclosed with your
envelope to Mass, our parish office or by mail it to Nativity
Catholic Church, 3255 N Ronald Reagan Blvd, Longwood, FL
32750.

TOTAL OFFERTORY GIVE ONLINE at WWW.NATIVITY.ORG

Date Loose Cash Check/Env. Online Total Budget Over/(Under)
11/23/20 $596.07 $14,361.00 $5,997.00 $20,954.07 $15,625.00 $5,329.07

YTD $14,816.67 $166,627.50 $106,098.14 $287,542.31 $312,500.00 ($24,957.69)

Envelope Donors: 106 Online Donors: 104 Misc: 10 Offertory Initiative: 51 envelopes

11/30/20 $415.00 $9,351.00 $4,929.00 $14,695.00 $15,625.00 ($930.00)
YTD $15,231.67 $175,978.50 $111,027.14  $302,237.31 $328,125.00 ($25,887.69)

Envelope Donors: 138 Online Donors: 91 Misc: 34 Offertory Initiative: 28 envelopes

Fiscal Year Starting July 1, 2020
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CALENDAR
OF EVENTS
SATURDAY, DECEMBER 5
8:30 am Mass
9-10 am Confession
9 am Carmelite Meeting
Mass: 4:30, 6:30 pm
(Angel Tree Gift Card Collection)

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 6
Mass: 7:30, 9:30, 11:30 am
(Angel Tree Gift Card Collection)

6:00 pm Confirmaton Prep
MONDAY, DECEMBER 7
8:30 am Mass

9-11 am Bible Study
TUESDAY, DECEMBER 8

IMMACULATE CONCEPTION OF

THE BLESSED VIRGIN MARY
8:30 am Mass

10 am-12 pm Food Pantry
7:00 pm Mass

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 9
8:30 am Mass

7 pm Music Minstry
THURSDAY, DECEMBER 10
7 am That Man is You (virtual)
8:30 am Mass

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 11
8:30 am Mass

9am-12 pm Adoration

Parish Office Closed
SATURDAY, DECEMBER 12
8:30 am Mass

9-10 am Confession

Mass: 4:30, 6:30 pm
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 13

Mass: 7:30, 9:30, 11:30 am
6:00 pm High School YM

WORSHIP & MEDITATION

e _rg;_%_

PREPARE
THE WAY OF

THE LORD!

GOSPEL MEDITATION
Encourage Deeper Understanding of Scripture

People knew over a year in advance that the Pope was coming far a visit to America and
the preparations began. Security, space limitations and requirements, protocols, crowd
management, itineraries, invitations, regulations, and 50 mMuch mMore was necessary to
pull this event off effectively. It's not every day that we get a visit from such a prominent
dignitary. Thought, effort, meticulous attention 1o detail and vision all are necessary Lo
make this thing work, After all, he can't just show up in the ordinary and normal daily
routines of life and catch people unprepared! Tickets have to be purchased, buses
rented, hotel rooms reserved, and travel arrangements made early because it will be
impossible to see him if we wait too long!

We do this kind of preparing not only for prominent religious figures but for political
dignitaries, notable sports figures, people of fame, and even actors. If an individual
intrigues us, we are going to want to do all we have to do to get a “good seat”in the
house. Does Jesus Christ captivate this much of our attention? We are asked to prepare
the way of the Lord and to do so not with frantic frenzy but patient enthusiasm. We do
not have to stand on a street cormner making profound announcements about God's
coming or becorme overly zealous in our embrace of the Good News. Our task is quieter,
more interior, captivating, and consuming, We are asked Lo change, We have to conduct
our lives with holy devotion,

Is the cost of that ticket too much for you? Dor't you want the “best seat” in the house?
You don't want to miss Our Lord's arrival when he comes, do you? After all, if he comes
while you are going about your daily routines without you even knowing, he may

catch you off guard, Or, he may come in disguise looking like a beggar, a prisoner,
migrant, refugee, or someaone who is lost, Would you be ready to recognize him then?
Preparing for the coming of Christ requires a change of mind, heart, and behavior. Itis
not adequate to simply do the things we always do. We want our lives to speak of the
exciting news of Christ's coming and the joy that the Gospel brings. It has to do with our
demeanor, values, priorities, choices, and how we structure daily routines. Of course,
itinvolves sacrifice, All anticipations do! Are you excited, captivated, enthusiastic, and
sitting on the edge of your seat eager to celebrate his coming among us at Christmas,
and waiting for him Lo come again? If not, why not?
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PRAYERS FOR OUR
PARISH FAMILY

Michelle Rios, Maria de Nazare, Marcos
de Souza Lima, Ivan Perez, Daryl
Thailing, Iranice Tavares, Nathaniel,
Josh, Stacey & Family, Justin Schaller,
Crystal Vines, Mark White, Zalan
Kovari, Marin Viorel, John Williams

& Family, Allunited Family, Inacio &
Jennifer & Dylan Noronha, Phillip &
Josephine Arroyo, Marc, Allen Knecht,
Ana Archbold, Evangelina & Joseph,
Aretta Williams, Jason Ngarotata,
Megan, Evan, Michelle, Melissa, Mary

Matthew, Katie, Brianna

Request a prayer at

www.nativity.org/prayer-request
or call the Parish Office

(407) 322-3961

2ND SUNDAY OF ADVENT

MASS INTENTIONS
SATURDAY, DECEMBER 5

8:30 AM 1 Shirley Johnson (Rosalie Weller)
4:30 PM T Mike Blickenstaff (Lydia Toro)
6:30 PM  Kenneth Pawlowski (Victor & Marilyn Napolitano)

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 6
7:30 AM
9:30 AM
11:30 AM T Carmen Rodriguez-Pastor (Family)

MONDAY, DECEMBER 7

8:30 AM T Helen Albrecht (D/M Peter Geittmann)
TUESDAY, DECEMBER 8

8:30 AM t Zef Nikollaj (Gete Nikollaj)

7:00 PM T Kenneth Pawlowshi (Lois Stabler)
WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 9

8:30 AM T Leonor Morat (The Children)
THURSDAY, DECEMBER 10

8:30 AM 1 James Doran (Lydia Doran)

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 11

8:30 AM  t Anacleto Mendiola (Angelina DeGuzman)
SATURDAY, DECEMBER 12

t Raymond Pelzer (Chesteen Family)
Nativity Parishioners

8:30 AM 1 Joyce Madigan (Chirs & Mike Madigan)
4:30 PM T Sr. Antonia Balle (Tom & Yvonne Stillwell)
6:30 PM 1T Suzanne Serio (Gerald Serio)

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 13
7:30 AM
9:30 AM
11:30 AM  Nativity Parishioners

t Marguerite Castellano (Morris & Evelyn)

Ramon Eizmendi & Family (Martinez Family)

WHAT ONE THING
DGO YOU WANT TO
BE SURE YOU HAVE
WITH YOU WHEN
THE LORD COMES?
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A GREAT BIG BOX
OF TISSUES
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I ALWAYS CRY AT
HAPPY ENDINGS




