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You may still see Christmas decorations in Catholic churches on this liturgical celebration.

Why the Baptism of the Lord
is a “Christmas” feast

By: Philip Kosloski
In the Roman Rite of the Catholic Church, the Baptism of the Lord has been celebrated on a separate feast for many
centuries. Originally it was the primary mystery celebrated on January 6 (Feast of Epiphany), but over time it was
separated and assigned a different day.

In 1955 it was assigned the octave day of Epiphany, January 13, but soon after the Second Vatican Council was
moved to the Sunday after Epiphany.

In this context it has always been a “Christmas” feast, celebrated within the Christmas cycle. However, it may seem
a little strange to still have the baby Jesus in the manger and celebrate a moment during his adult life.

Yet, it is entirely fitting when reflecting on the central mystery being commemorated.

Both the feast of the Nativity and Baptism of the Lord highlight the humility of Jesus Christ. In both instances
Jesus clearly displayed his desire to become one with us, so that he can raise us up with him.
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Pope Benedict XVI explains this eloquently in his homily on the Baptism of the
Lord in 2013.

    Jesus shows his solidarity with us, with our efforts to convert and to be rid of
our selfishnesss, to break away from our sins in order to tell us that if we accept
him in our life he can uplift us and lead us to the heights of God the Father. And
Jesus’ solidarity is not, as it were, a mere exercise of mind and will. Jesus truly
immersed himself in our human condition, lived it to the end, in all things save
sin, and was able to understand our weakness and frailty. For this reason he was
moved to compassion, he chose to “suffer with” men and women, to become a
penitent with us. This is God’s work which Jesus wanted to carry out: the divine
mission to heal those who are wounded and give medicine to the sick, to take upon
himself the sin of the world.

Jesus not only assumed our flesh at the Nativity, but became like us in all things
except sin. He even was baptized by his cousin St. John the Baptist, even though
he had no need for baptism.

The incarnation of Jesus is a marvelous mystery, one that reminds us of the love
God has for humanity. St. Paul summarized it best in his letter to the Philippians.

Have this mind among yourselves, which was in Christ Jesus, who, though he
was in the form of God, did not count equality with God a thing to be grasped,
but emptied himself, taking the form of a servant, being born in the likeness of
men. And being found in human form he humbled himself and became obedient
unto death, even death on a cross. (Philippians 2:5-8)
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Marriage Jubilee Mass

The Marriage Jubilee Mass of Thanksgiving with Bishop Gregory
Parkes will take place at the Cathedral of St. Jude the Apostle on
Sunday, February 23rd at 3:00 p.m. This event honors couples
throughout the diocese who will celebrate 25, 50 or more years of

marriage during the 2020 calendar year. Please RSVP to Blessed
Trinity’s parish office by Tuesday, February 4th.
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Catholic Foundation Gala: Bringing Ministry to Life
Don’t miss our Stellar 2020 Catholic Foundation Gala, with an “out of this
world” keynote speaker. Please mark your calendars for February 1st at the
Hilton Downtown Tampa! You can make an investment dedicated to the needs
identified through Courageously Living the Gospel. Call 727-374-0220  or
visit https://catholicfoundation.org/event-details/ for Sponsorship and Ticket
Information.

The Knights of Columbus need your help!
The Knights of Columbus are looking for any and all brown paper grocery
bags that you no longer use or need in order to help food banks. The Knights
will have a box in the diaconia office for you to place your no longer needed
bags. Thank you for your help!



THOUGHTS WORTH SHARING
By Rev. Wayne C. Genereux, Pastor

“Thoughts Worth Sharing” is written by:
Fr. Wayne C. Genereux, Pastor
727-867-3663
pastor@btsp.org

Sir Henry Charles Higgins
has Passed Away

Higgins came into my life about
6 years ago. He was a rescued
dog who became very protective
of me, never leaving my side
while I was at home. We were
inseparable. He would never

allow anyone to get too close to me when we went for walks in Lakewood
Estates. The only other person he would let get close to him was the
housekeeper, but if I was around he would go on high alert, for fear something
would happen to me.

He loved his toys and often took the stuffing out of them and scattered it all
over the house. He was fond of bananas, and if I asked him if he wanted one
his ears would perk up and he would get very excited. He was comfortable
with women, but around men he was always on guard. He really never
bothered me when I was eating but would stare hoping for a small morsel of
food. Of course I obliged. He was on his best behavior when guests were
eating in the dining room. They would affectionately give him a pat on the
head. He never chewed furniture and he knew he was not allowed on the
living room furniure unless he was seated with me when guests arrived. Once
he decided he needed my McDonald’s Quarter Pounder and took it off the
table when I was not looking!

He was the terror of Haines Road Animal Hospital. He did not like going to
the vet. Everyone went on high alert when he arrived because he just might
bite them. However, the staff and doctors worked well with him, and I am
deeply grateful for the wonderful care they gave him. Eventually he was a
little better behaved.

I am also grateful to the wonderful parishioners who brought Higgins into to
my life. They were very supportive of Higgins and we enjoyed many laughs
discussing their dogs as well as Higgins. They are truly devoted to caring for
abused dogs, and are always ready to find homes for them.

Whatever Higgins went through in the past had such a negative impact on
his life that he never forgot it. I was happy to give him the love he needed
during these past six years. I will miss him. Many have asked if I would get
another pet? This is not the time. When something like this happens you need
time to grieve. For now I am concentrating on Blessed Trinity, my hobbies,
and taking trips on my days off to relax and smell the roses.

ARE YOU

NEW?
What to Expect at

Blessed Trinity

Welcoming
Our parishioners love meeting
new people and sharing their lives
with others. You’ll also be greeted
by some of the most welcoming
people you’ve ever met at a
Church - and we’re not just
talking about the Hospitality team.

Family Focused
If you have children, they are
ALWAYS welcome to celebrate
Mass with the community! Our
Family Faith Formation
program invites the whole family
to participate in learning about the
faith.

Dynamic Worship
Throughout the Mass, you’ll be
encouraged and invigorated by the
community’s full, conscious, and
active participation in the Liturgy.
Our Community loves to
SING!From traditional hymns to
contemporary worship music, the
word of God is proclaimed in a
dynamic fashion. The homilies are
geared towards challenging our
parishioners to become better
Christians.

A Church Unlike Any Other
There’s so much more to talk
about! Our Parish is a wonderful,
dynamic community and we
welcome you to celebrate liturgy
with us this weekend!

It doesn’t matter if this is your first
time, 50th time, or first time in 50
years - know that you always have
a place to worship, and a
community to belong to at Blessed
Trinity Catholic Church.

To learn more, visit
WWW.BTSP.ORG



This Week In Worship
MASS

The Feast of the Baptism of the Lord
  Sat., Jan. 11
  8:00 a.m.    The Noro Family (liv & dec)

4:00 p.m.      James Lawler    (dec)
  Sun., Jan. 12 - The Feast of the Baptism of the Lord

8:00 a.m.  Jean Doroski    (dec)
9:30 a.m.    Blessed Trinity Parishioners
11:30 a.m. Dr. Mark Ortelee   (dec)

    & Maria Carmen Zille Orlando   (dec)
  Mon., Jan. 13

8:00 a.m.  Deacon Lionel Roberts (liv)
  Tues., Jan. 14

8:00 a.m.     Tom Pedulla    (dec)
  Wed., Jan. 15

8:00 a.m.   Vocations
  Thurs., Jan. 16

8:00 a.m.      Betty H. Murray   (dec)
  Fri., Jan. 17 - Memorial of St. Anthony, abbot

8:00 a.m.   Antonio Castanheira  (dec)
  Sat., Jan. 18
  8:00 a.m.    Timothy Kelly   (dec)

4:00 p.m.      Karl Aselage    (dec)
  Sun., Jan. 19 - 2nd Sunday in Ordinary Time

8:00 a.m.  Frank Melchiore Sr.  (dec)
    & Elsie Kochinski  (dec)
9:30 a.m.    Blessed Trinity Parishioners

   11:30 a.m.   Lucia & Antonio DiCarlo    (dec)

SACRAMENTS

Baptism
We are honored that you would like to choose Blessed
Trinity Catholic Church for the Baptism of your child!
We ask that you please call our Pastor, Fr. Wayne
Genereux, at the Parish Office for information
regarding the Pre-Baptism Class before scheduling a
Baptism.

Matrimony
Congratulations on your engagement! Every Diocese
in Florida requires at least six months preparation
before  marriage. Please call our Pastor, Fr. Wayne
Genereux, at the Parish Office for an appointment
before setting a date.

Office Hours
Mon. - Fri.  9 am - 4 pm

Closed for Lunch Noon to 1 pm

Are You Looking to Receive One of the Seven
Sacraments With Us?

New Group at Blessed Trinity
A new group is forming at
Blessed Trinity! Join us as we
explore Dr. Michael Fonseca’s
book, Pour Out Your Spirit Upon
Us Lord. We will travel in the
footsteps of our apostolic
forebears in the Act of the
Apostles. Witness the
transformation at the Hands of the

Holy Spirit. Just like them, we have been sent to
bring Jesus Christ to the ends of the earth.

Date: Introduction January 29th, 2020
Time: 1:00 - 2:30 p.m.

Place: Faith Formation Room
For information or to sign up, call:

Deacon Bill Lovelace at 203-671-7722
or Susan Thompson at 941-807-3034
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Don’t Forget!

Blessed Trinity Scripture Classes have
resumed as of January 7th! They are held

every Tuesday morning from 9:30 a.m.
- 11:00 a.m. In the Faith Formation
Room. Our Study begins with “Divine

Mercy.” We will start with the
Introduction followed by 5 weeks of lessons. Books
are $12. For further information call Barbara
Townsend at 727-867-3605.
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Thank you again
Blessed Trinity would like to say “thank
you” once more to everyone who donated
for the altar Christmas flowers. The

additional following names did not appear
on the flower list due to publication deadlines.

Mr. & Mrs. Bruce Willson
Mr. Brian Young
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Messa In Italiano
Join us for Mass in Italiano Sunday, January 26th
2020 at 4:00 p.m. in Mary’s Chapel, Cathedral of St.
Jude, 5815 5th Avenue N., St. Petersburg, FL. Our
celebrant will be Fr. Anthony M. Fortunato, O. de M.
(Mercedarian Friar) Please come to pray and sing in
ITALIANO (Italian) Questions? Contact: Fr. Arthur
Proulx, Rector. Phone: 727 – 347 - 9702.



Thank you for your generosity during the Christmas Season
and for celebrating with us at Blessed Trinity Church. The
Christmas collection is like having a blood transfusion to the
parish finances. We have had a big dip in our income over the
past several months. The day after Christmas I used the entire
collection to pay bills. I wish I could say I paid all of the bills
due but that is not the case.

Welcome back to our winter parishioners and welcome to all
those who are new to Blessed Trinity this year. Your presence
is a vital part of our parish. I hope you come to the social events
we offer in the parish. Coffee and donuts are served after the
8:00 AM and 9:30 AM Masses in the Social Hall. Rick is a
dedicated volunteer who gets up early to purchase the donuts
and make the coffee. The Knights of Columbus put on a
pancake breakfast the second Sunday of the month following
the 8:00 AM and 9:30 AM Masses. The price of the breakfast
is a bargain for what they offer. On February 29th, the parish is
hosting an Italian Dinner Dance in the parish hall as part of our
yearlong Jubilee celebration. The dinner is catered by a local
Italian restaurant, owned by one of our very own parish
families. The live music is great for dancing, singing along, or
just listening. Each of these events is a wonderful way to meet
others and socialize.

Spiritually the parish has a variety of opportunities for you.
Check out the bulletin, “Weekend Magazine” as it is called
now, for more details. If you are interested in something but
wonder how you get started, please call the office and we will
be happy to assist you in getting the information you need.
Whether you are here for your first winter, seasoned winter
residents, or full time parishioner, all are welcome.

“STARTING THIS MONTH” a Faith Series called “Pour Out
Your Spirit Upon Us Lord” will begin on Wednesday, Jan. 29th.
It is a study and sharing group open to everyone. I participated
in last year’s series and found the experience to be very much
worth my time. I enjoyed the journey and deepened my spiritual
life as I was encouraged and supported by others who journeyed
with me. It was also a unique opportunity to get to know some
parishioners. (See page 4 for more details on this series.)

Money Matters

“Money Matters” is written by:
Eileen Plasse, Parish Manager
727-867-3663
ETP@btsp.org

Donations 12/29

Offertory Collection     $6,099.30
Building Fund       $10
Christmas $532

TOTAL:        $6,641.30

St. Vincent DePaul     $94

December Mailed-In Donations

Offertory Collection     $1,929
Building Fund       $20
Gala Donor          $160
Gala Sponsor          $500
Christmas           $500
Remodel Donation     $1,000
Christmas Flowers        $120
Employee Appreciation      $5
APA $10

TOTAL:        $4,244

Donations 01/05

Offertory Collection     $8,364
Building Fund       $1,552
New Year Mass      $3,041
Gift Shop           $218

TOTAL:           $13,175

Want  to try Online Giving? Go to our website
at btsp.org and click the online giving button.

100%
90%
80%
70%
60%
50%
40%
30%
20%
10%

Goal: $87,385

Balance Due: $34,449
Paid: $52,936



 We’re Catholic . . . It’s What we Do

Sun. 1/12 9 & 10:30 a.m. K of C Pancake Breakfast  Parish Center
10:45 a.m. Family Faith Catechesis Courtyard Hall
7:00 p.m. Men’s AA Room 1

Mon. 1/13 6:00 p.m. Prayer Meeting FFR
Wed. 1/15 6:30 p.m. Choir Choir Room
Sat. 1/18 7:00 p.m. Women’s AA Room 1

Ongoing
Saturdays 9:00 - 11:00 a.m.

Prayer to End Abortion
All Women’s Health Care

 4131 Central Ave, St. Petersburg, 33713

Please join us for
Adoration of the
Blessed Sacrament.
Every first Friday of
the month for the near

future, after the 8:00 a.m. Mass we
will have Eucharistic exposition,
homily, meditation, and benediction
at 10:00 a.m. You might want to
pray for healing and for the victims
of the scandal. Invest one hour with
God, one on one.
Our next Adoration will be

on Friday, February 7th

Healing for Our
Suffering Church

Pinellas Hope offers a safe, loving, and supportive living
environment for homeless individuals through our
unique model of tents and Hope Cottages. As the weather
has recently turned colder, especially at night, Pinellas
Hope is in desperate need of warm clothing to help our
clients stay healthy so they can pursue their goals of
achieving self-sufficiency and securing permanent and stable housing.
Pinellas Hope serves over 200 people daily in the shelter and our supply
of jackets, sweaters, gloves, hats, etc. has been depleted and we are
concerned about the welfare of our clients over the next several months.
Please help us help them by donating new or gently used adult jackets,
sweaters, gloves, scarves, hats, etc. We specifically need warm clothing
items for men of all sizes. Bicycles can be dropped off anytime at Pinellas
Hope, 5726 126th Ave. North, Clearwater, FL 33760 or for pick-up or
more information contact Danielle Husband at email
dhusband@ccdosp.org or 813-650-5516. Donate a jacket today - help our
clients stay healthy and warm so they can reach their goals!

 Warm Clothing Desperately Needed for Pinellas Hope

2019 Tax Statement Requests Now Being Accepted

I would like a Tax Statement for 2019
______For my Church donations

_____For donations to St. Vincent dePaul

My name is: _________________________
Address & Zip code:___________________

_____________________________________
Phone # ______________________________

Please fill out and return to the Parish Office
or drop in the Offertory basket.

Financial Peace University
Are you tired of money stress?
Then you’re ready to join more
than five million people whose
lives have been changed by
Financial Peace University
(FPU)! This nine-lesson course
taught by Dave Ramsey, Chris
Hogan and Rachel Cruze helps
you work a plan to nail a budget,
defeat debt, and free yourself
from money worries! You’ll join
a small group for discussions and
lessons—all rooted in biblical
wisdom and common sense. FPU
includes your member workbook
and a free year of Financial Peace
Membership, with online tools
created to support your journey.

Save the dates now! The classes
will be at 3:00 – 4:30, in
Monsignor Trainor Hall at St.
John Vianney Catholic Church,
445 82nd Ave., St. Pete Beach,
33706 on the following Sundays:
Jan 12, Jan 19, Feb 2, Feb 9, Mar
1, Mar 15, Mar 22, Mar 29, Apr 5

Please visit
https://www.fpu.com/1107744

before January 5th, 2020 to register.
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Hildebrand, Bud
Huff, Walt & Carole
Iglesias, Olivia
Infant Ursa
Kantowicz, Jan
Keithly, Claire
Kincaid, Kevin &
Tammie
King, Ada
Kleinberger, Donovan
Kline, Irene
Krieger, Mary
Kwesell, Eugene
Lanigan, John
Lashley, Diana
Lawler, Annette
Lawrence, Sandy
Leath, Bill
Lee, Donald
LeVan, George
Lindsay, Jane
Lucas, Laura
Lyons, Laura
Mack, Jackson
Maharne, Cecile
Mahoney, Colleen
Maitland, Steve
Mark, Jacqueline
Marois, Mary

Deacon Lionel Roberts
DeLucca, Rosemary
Detore, Alice
Deuel, Fred
Devyn & Donna
DeZarn, Vickie
Doiron, Gary
Fazio, Mary
Feehan, Joe
Feltes, Chuck & Lauren
Ferero, Antoinette
Fiedler, Meghan
Forbes, Monica & Tom
Forbes, Rahim
Forbes, Tina May
Fr. Jim Klima
Fraser, Sue Chapman
Freda, Eileen
Garcia, Jose M.
Gaskin, Douglas
Genereux, Carol
Graeme, Mary
Griffin, Lynda Butler
Grimberg, Carol
Hamilton, Tom
Hawkins, Ashlyn
Hawkins, Barbara
Hepp, Loren
Heylan, Edward H.

Adkins, Chantale
Albertson, Michelle
Antczak, Harriet
Arnold, Barbara
Attard, Stephanie
Banks, Cathy
Barry, Marian
Beekman, Connie
Bennett, Elizabeth
Blondheim, Carmen
Bogensberger, Rosemary
Brown, Bob & Beverly
Brown, Buck
Brown, Dorothy
Brown III, George
Brown, Shaquita
Browning, Rea
Bruce, Phil
Buckwald, Diane
Carfora, Palma
Cavaliere, Lois
Ceci, Shirley
Chavez, John
Chris, David
Christ, Kathryn
Cline, Wayne
Cohn, Joan
Congiu, Rita
Dawson, Anthony Peter

Please Pray for Our Sick and Homebound
McGarry, Jean
McManus, Elly
Membreno, Mary & Gus
Merchant, Geraldine
Merchant, Rhoda
Mesick, Phil & Nancy
Monahan, Sheila
Murdock, Cheryl & Evan
Neumann, Janet
Nichols, Robert
Nicholson, Maria
Noguez, Armida
Nuñez, Marleny
Palumbo, Al
Pezzulo, Irene
Phillips, James
Pope, Stoney
Post, Michael
Privitera, Sandy
Ramsey, Gerald
Ray, Terry
Reardon, Kevin
Reardon, Kara
Reed, Edward, Jr.
Rivera, Joel
Reyes, Nila
Robinson, Agnes
Romani, Angelo & Marlene
Rosa, Joe & Nina

Sanders, Kimberly
Sanders, Marilyn
Schneider, Mary Jo
Sclafani, Francesco
Sharp, Jennett
Shelby, Ron & Montez
Sheridan, Samantha
Simpson, Rose
Smith, Anita
St. Pierre, Rick
Stankiewicz, Cy
Storey, Barbara
Thompson, Bill
Thompson, Susan
Thore, Isabelle
Vishnisky, Wayne
Watson, Doug &  Claire
Whalen, Dorothy
Wohlman, Fred
Wood, Jena
Youngman, Ruth

 For ad info. call 1-866-651-2111 • www.4lpi.com 16-0289

THIS SPACE IS

 DEBRA ARCAMONTE,
 realtor®

 (727)409-0754
 debra.arcamonte@floridamoves.com
 debrasellsstpeteproperties.com

  RESIDENTIAL REAL ESTATE
 Parishioner

Repair Parts • Water Heaters
Electrical Sewer Cleaning Service

323-2300

REMODELINGREPAIRS NEW WORK

JOHNNIE JONES PLUMBING CO.

2727-23rd Ave. N.
St. Petersburg, FL 33713-4318

Carl H. Jonasson, Sr. • CFC1425970
Barbara J.  Pace • CFC1427395

 ROOF LEAKS? Rotted Wood Specialist

• Roofs • Roof Repairs
• Roof Leaks
• Tile • Flat Roof
• Single Asphalt
• Soffit & Fascia
• Major credit cards accepted
• 10% SENIOR DISCOUNT

(727) 541-6909

Fully Insured/Licensed
CBC 057394 / Lic# RC29027195

IS JESUS SO OUT OF TOUCH WITH REALITY THAT HIS TEACHINGS SHOULD BE IGNORED ???
Jesus by His words and deeds reveals to humanity the love that is the only power that saves from evil and death
and that brings human beings unto eternal life with God… especially in light of His so called “hard sayings,” e.g.,
“Love your enemies”;“Put down your sword”; “Do good to those who hate you”; “Pray for those who persecute 

you”;Bless those who curse you”; “If a person strikes you on one cheek, offer the other as well”; “I give you a new
commandment; love one another as I have loved you” etc.  It is the only power that saves because to “love as

Jesus loves,” is to love (agapé) as the God of love Incarnate loves.–Rev. Emmanuel Charles McCarthy

To dismiss His words and deeds as “unrealistic” or “impractical” in the “real world”
is absurd for those who truly believe He is “the Christ, the Son of the Living God.”

To explore the truth about Christian Nonviolence visit this website: www.CenterForChristianNonviolence.org

Center for Christian Nonviolence
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 4810 CENTRAL AVENUE
 PHONE 321-3321
 www.brettfuneralhome.net
 PARISHIONER OWNED
 & OPERATED SINCE 1960and Cremation Services

727-800-4498 | BossLegal.com

Christopher W. Boss 
Parishioner

• Debt Relief
• Personal Injury/Insurance Claims
• Credit Report Errors
• Creditor Harassment
• Foreclosure Defense
 FREE CONSULTATIONS

 SENIOR ADULT
 APARTMENT COMMUNITY
 55+ Adult Community • Directly on Tampa Bay

 Rentals starting at $718

727.867.8685
www.carltonarmsofstpetersburg.com

6699 31st Way south • st. Petersburg, FL 33712

LET US PLACE 
YOUR AD HERE.

GEOFF MIKULKA PLLC
Licensed Realtor

Neighbor | Parishioner | K of C

gmikulka@gmail.com

(813) 422-4561


