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Why we should see the 

Triduum with fresh eyes 
Meg Hunter-Kilmer 
 
Let us try to accompany those who are experiencing all this for the first time. 
 

I 
f you’ve been a Catholic for more than a few months, you’ve probably got the rhythm down. You go 
into a silent church, stand for some prayers, sit for some readings, stand for the Gospel, sit, stand, 
kneel, process, and call it a day. Week in and week out, the framework of the liturgy stays the same as 
different prayers and readings are substituted. Oh, we may skip the Gloria in Lent or swap the Nicene 

Creed for the Apostles’, but generally speaking we know what to expect. 
 
Until Holy Week, when suddenly we have multiple Gospels and multiple processions and participatory 
readings and people lying on the ground or taking off their shoes. It must be rather jarring the first time you 
attend the Easter Vigil and discover that it starts with a bonfire, or the first time you’re handed pieces of 
plants as you walk in to church. Plus there are the liturgies and services that aren’t Mass. There are tons of 
opportunities for prayer this week—and tons to be confused about. 
 
Holy Week starts with Palm Sunday (liturgically, Palm Sunday of the Lord’s Passion), of course, with Je-
sus’ triumphal entry into Jerusalem. In many churches the faithful meet outside the church to process as the 
Jews did 2000 years ago, waving palm branches as before a conquering hero and crying hosanna to the Son 
of David, to the messianic king who had been promised centuries before. But amid the festival atmosphere 
is the promise of what is to come: the red vestments of the priest, marked with the blood of Christ that will 
soon be poured out. Not 20 minutes after we shout “Hosanna!” we will cry “Crucify him!” It’s a jarring 
juxtaposition, but one we so often experience as we sing praise to God with our lips one moment and deny 
him with our lives the next. 
 
It feels a bit pre-emptive, this reading of the Passion. After all, Jesus still has a few days left. He 
must be betrayed on Spy Wednesday, handed over on Holy Thursday. But since many of those in the pews 
won’t be at church to hear the Passion account on Friday, we hear it Sunday. Better to meditate twice on the 
agony that saved us than to skip from the triumphal procession to the empty tomb, as if Easter could be ac-
complished without the Cross, as if the Christian life made any sense without suffering. 
 
After a few quiet days, the Paschal celebrations start in earnest. The Chrism Mass often takes place at some 
point during Holy Week, but it isn’t until the Mass of the Lord’s Supper on Holy Thursday that the Tridu-
um begins, the most sacred time in all the year. That evening, we celebrate the institution of the Eucharist 
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and the priesthood. We remember our call to serve as Jesus did, he who washed our feet and told us to do 
the same for others. And we mourn his lonely agony in the garden and his painful betrayal and arrest. 
 
At the end of this Mass, the altar is stripped. The tabernacle is emptied. The Body of Christ is removed from 
the church, often exposed for worship until late at night. Then the Lord is hidden away, leaving the church 
empty and barren, a reminder of how distant he might have been had he not died and risen to save us. 
 
But he’s not dead yet. The symbolism, as he stands exposed on countless altars throughout the world, is an 
invitation to watch an hour with him in Gethsemane. Peter, James, and John couldn’t stay awake, but you 
and I can choose to sit with him, thanking him and consoling him as he prepares to go to his death. 
 
Good Friday always seems to dawn dreary, the world weeping in 
memory of the deicide so long ago committed. In some churches 
there’s a tradition of a Seven Last Words service, in which seven 
homilies are preached on the seven things Jesus spoke from the 
Cross. Most churches have Stations of the Cross, even living Sta-
tions, one last chance to meditate on the Passion before the stone is 
rolled away and Easter joy destroys the sorrow of Calvary. 
 
But every church has the Celebration of the Lord’s Passion, the 
liturgy during which we read the entirety of John’s Passion narrative, venerate the wood of the Cross, and 
mourn the death of God. We enter in silence, as we left in silence the night before, shocked anew 
at the emptiness of a church whose tabernacle door stands ajar. There is no Mass this day; instead, 
the Eucharist is brought from its place of repose and the faithful receive their God in a spirit of 
somber gratitude, their hearts breaking for their sins that crucified the Lord. 
 
And then comes Holy Saturday, a day of death, of silence, of waiting beside the tomb struggling to 
find hope, a day many of us have lived for years, wondering if Easter will ever come. But death did 
not win. Not 2,000 years ago and not now. And on Holy Saturday we gather once more, we who 
have sighed and wept together during this holy Triduum, to stand in darkness at the Easter Vigil 
and watch the light triumph. We read the history of God’s work in the world through seven candle-
lit readings, then finally cry out, “Glory to God in the highest!” the bells ringing, the tympani 
pounding. We turn on the lights and dress the altar and rejoice, rejoice, rejoice to sing alleluia 
when the Gospel finally proclaims the triumph of our God over the enemy who has so long en-
slaved us. 
 
We watch our new brothers and sisters plunge into the waters of baptism and emerge as sons and 
daughters of God. We stand at the wedding feast of the Lamb to receive the body of our risen Lord, 
alongside new friends who have sought and hungered for years and decades before finally coming 
home to Rome on this, the night above all nights. And we who have lived Lent well will find our-
selves filled with joy as we undertake 50 days of feasting and celebration after our 40 days of pen-
ance. Having walked with him from Bethany to the temple, from the Upper Room to the Mount of 
Olives, from the praetorium to Calvary, we will dance before the empty tomb, remembering the 
love he poured out on us when he poured out his blood for our salvation. 
 
Easter Sunday Mass is a beautiful liturgy, a marvelous celebration of the triumph of our God. But 
if you can, make plans to celebrate the three liturgies of the Triduum this year, to enter in to these 
mysteries of our salvation so that you can rejoice as never before. 
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Prayer to St. Corona in 
a Time of Epidemic 
 
Lord Jesus Christ, 
You came into this world 
for our salvation. 
 
Look kindly on us now, we pray, 
that we, and all those who serve You, 
might be kept safe from this epidemic.  
 
Heal those who are sick, 
comfort the suffering, bring back 
those who have gone astray, and 
above all, increase our faith, O Lord.  
 
Give us the grace to follow You and, 
like the martyr St. Corona, who gave 
her life for love of You, to take up our 
crosses daily without fear or hesitation.  
 
Lord Jesus Christ, Son of the 
living God, have mercy on us and 
on the whole world.  
 
St. Corona, patroness of 
epidemic victims, pray for us. 



Mass Intentions  
Saturday, April 4 
4:00 p.m.  James Lawler (Dec) 
 
Sunday, April 5, Palm Sunday of the Lord’s Passion 
8:00 a.m.  Ankerberg Family (Dec) 
9:30 a.m.  For Parishioners 
11:30 a.m.   Edward Varille (Dec) 
 
Monday, April 6 
8:00 a.m.   A. Frederick Susi (Dec) 
 
Tuesday, April 7 

8:00 a.m.   Ronald Parker (Dec) 
   Steve Dimas (Dec) 
 
Wednesday, April 8 
8:00am  For Vocations 
 
Thursday, April 9, Holy Thursday 
8:00 a.m.   Morning prayer 
7:00pm  Angeline & Joseph Arasa (Dec) 
 
Friday, April 10, Friday of the Passion of the Lord 
8:00 a.m.   Morning Prayer 
3:00pm  Passion Service 
 
Saturday, April 11, Holy Saturday 
8:00 a.m.  No Mass 
8:00 p.m.  Edward Craslen, Jr. (Dec) 
   Dcn. Bill and Melayna’s 50th Wedding  
   Anniversary 
 
Sunday, April 12, Easter Sunday of the Resurrection of the Lord 
8:00 a.m.  Fred Wohlman (Dec) 
9:30 a.m.  For Parishioners 
11:30 a.m.   Richard and Helen Lower  
 

The priests will continue offering the Mass privately and the  
scheduled intentions for those Masses will be offered.  
Copies of the bulletin are available for you to pick-up. 

"Love your family &  
friends each &  
every day … 

as if it's your last op-
portunity to do so."  

Are You Looking to  
Receive One of the  

Seven Sacraments With 
Us? 

 
Matrimony 

Congratulations on your engage-
ment! Every Diocese in Florida 
requires at least six months prep-
aration before  marriage. Please 
call our Pastor, Fr. Wayne Gene-
reux, at the Parish Office for an 
appointment before setting a date. 
  

Baptism 
We are honored that you would 
like to choose Blessed Trinity 
Catholic Church for the Baptism 
of your child! We ask that you 
please call our Pastor, Fr. Wayne 
Genereux, at the Parish Office for 
information regarding the Pre-
Baptism Class before scheduling 
a Baptism.  
 

Office Hours 
Mon. - Fri.  9 am - 4 pm, Closed 

for Lunch Noon to 1 pm 
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Want  to try Online Giving?  
Go to our website at  btsp.org 

and click the online giving  
button.   

Thank You/Offertory 
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Offertory Report 

March 22, 2020 

Mailed in Offertory $1,498.50 

Building Fund   $20.00 

Easter Flowers  $65.00 

Other Donations $1,100.00 

Easter Altar Flowers 
Your donation helps to cover the costs for more than flowers, it helps with extra musicians, palms for 

Palm Sunday, Holy Thursday flowers, and other Easter liturgical essentials.  Thank you for your support 

The donor’s name will be listed in a special booklet given out on Easter. Your coupon or envelope will be 

placed on the altar.  Please print clearly so we can correctly list your name in the booklet.  Return the 

coupon or envelope by April 6th along with your donation. 

Please Check One: 

  In Honor of       In Memory of  

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Donor’s Name: _____________________________________________________Donation Amount: $ ____________ 

Sometimes donor’s ask us to print their loved ones instead of the donor’s name.  Some put many names on the form 

and some we simply cannot read making it not feasible for a small booklet. 

APA 2019 
We need your help!  The APA 2019 balance is $31,985.  Some of you 
have been extremely generous with your gift to the APA Campaign. 
Thank you so very much.  We are very grateful for your generosity.  
Some gave some but over 500 people gave nothing.  At this point if eve-
ry family gave $44.00 we could pay off our obligation for 2019.   
We still need to tackle the new 2020 APA Campaign. 

T 
hank you very much to all those who are mailing in or dropping 
off their envelopes. During this time of being closed to having the 
celebration of Mass it also means our income is devastated. The 

parish office is still open and ready to serve you. Let us know if you 
have any questions or concerns. The office number is 727-867-
3663.The church doors are unlocked from 8:00 AM to 2:00 PM and 
we welcome you to visit and pray. 
 
The Diocese has set up on their website, dosp.org, a link to all the 
church's online giving portal. You will find us on that list. You can also 
go to our website at btsp.org and hover over the tab for HOME and se-
lect online giving. Call me, Eileen, at 867-3663 if you need help. If you 
are an online banker for paying bills you can also set up Blessed Trinity 
Church as one of your automatic bill pays. We do receive just over a 
dozen of that type of generated bank check each month. Of course you 
can mail in your gift or drop it off in the office as some have been do-
ing. 
 
Submitted by Eileen Plasse 



Receive Encouragement Each Day 
You are invited to sign up to receive daily Scripture 
reflections on Courageously Living the Gospel that 
will provide suggestions and prayers for more boldly 
living your faith. Reflection writers include local 
Catholic leaders such as Bishop Gregory Parkes. You 
can choose to receive the reflections via email or text. 
Sign up to be courageous, visit  
www.dosp.org/reflection.  

This Week at Blessed Trinity 
 

All events have been postponed or canceled. 
Please keep checking in with us! 
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In light of those who cannot attend Mass due 
to health issues and the corona virus, please 
check visit EWTN on 
Frontier: channel 285 and Spectrum: channel 
1340 or 78.  
You can visit https://www.ewtn.com/tv/
schedule for a full schedule of Masses.  

The Mass for this weekend will be recorded 
and available for viewing on our website, late 
Saturday and available all day on Palm  
Sunday. 
Distribution of Palms will be on Sunday. We 
will form a car processional and someone 
wearing gloves, will hand you palms, right at 
your car. There will also be a chance to leave 
your much appreciated offertory.  
May God bless you and keep you safe. 
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Browning, Rea 
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Chavez, John 
Chris, David 
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Cline, Wayne  
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Congiu, Rita 
Dawson, Anthony Peter 

Deacon Lionel Roberts 
DeLucca, Rosemary 
Detore, Alice 
Deuel, Fred 
Devyn & Donna 
DeZarn, Vickie 
Doiron, Gary 
Feehan, Joe 
Feltes, Chuck & Lauren 
Ferero, Antoinette 
Fiedler, Meghan 
Forbes, Monica & Tom 
Forbes, Rahim 
Forbes, Tina May 
Fr. Jim Klima 
Fraser, Sue Chapman 
Freda, Eileen  
Garcia, Jose M. 
Gaskin, Douglas 
Genereux, Carol 
Graeme, Mary 
Gregg, Joan 
Griffin, Lynda Butler 
Grimberg, Carol 
Hamilton, Tom 
Hawkins, Ashlyn 
Hawkins, Barbara  
Heylan, Edward H. 

Hepp, Loren 
Hildebrand, Bud 
Huff, Walt & Carole 
Iglesias, Olivia 
Infant Ursa 
Kantowicz, Jan  
Keithly, Claire  
Kincaid, Kevin & Tammie 
King, Ada  
Kleinberger, Donovan 
Kline, Irene 
Krieger, Mary 
Kwesell, Eugene 
Lanigan, John 
Lashley, Diana 
Lawler, Annette 
Lawrence, Sandy 
Leath, Bill  
Lee, Donald 
LeVan, George 
Lindsay, Jane  
Lovelace, Melayna 
Lucas, Laura  
Lyons, Laura 
Mack, Jackson  
Maharne, Cecile 
Mahoney, Colleen 
Maitland, Steve 

Mark, Jacqueline 
Marois, Mary 
McGarry, Jean 
Membreno, Mary & Gus 
Merchant, Geraldine 
Merchant, Rhoda 
Mesick, Phil & Nancy 
Meyer, Patricia 
Monahan, Sheila 
Murdock, Cheryl & Evan 
Neumann, Janet 
Nichols, Robert 
Nicholson, Maria 
Noguez, Armida 
Nuñez, Marleny 
Palumbo, Al 
Pezzulo, Irene  
Phillips, James 
Pope, Stoney 
Privitera, Sandy  
Ray, Terry 
Reardon, Kevin  
Reardon, Kara  
Reed, Edward, Jr. 
Rivera, Joel 
Reyes, Nila  
Robinson, Agnes 

Romani, Angelo &  
Marlene 
Rosa, Joe & Nina 
Sanders, Kimberly 
Sanders, Marilyn 
Schneider, Mary Jo 
Sclafani, Francesco 
Sharp, Jennett  
Shelby, Ron & Montez 
Sheridan, Samantha  
Simpson, Rose 
Smith, Anita 
St. Pierre, Rick 
Stankiewicz, Cy 
Storey, Barbara 
Thompson, Bill 
Thompson, Susan 
Thore, Isabelle  
Vishnisky, Wayne 
Watson, Doug &  Claire 
Whalen, Dorothy 
Wood, Jena 
Youngman, Ruth 
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 DEBRA ARCAMONTE,
 realtor®

 (727)409-0754
 debra.arcamonte@floridamoves.com
 debrasellsstpeteproperties.com

  RESIDENTIAL REAL ESTATE
 Parishioner

Repair Parts • Water Heaters
Electrical Sewer Cleaning Service

323-2300

REMODELINGREPAIRS NEW WORK

JOHNNIE JONES PLUMBING CO.

2727-23rd Ave. N.
St. Petersburg, FL 33713-4318

Carl H. Jonasson, Sr. • CFC1425970
Barbara J.  Pace • CFC1427395

 ROOF LEAKS? Rotted Wood Specialist

• Roofs • Roof Repairs
• Roof Leaks
• Tile • Flat Roof
• Single Asphalt
• Soffit & Fascia
• Major credit cards accepted
• 10% SENIOR DISCOUNT

(727) 541-6909

Fully Insured/Licensed
CBC 057394 / Lic# RC29027195

The Power and the Wisdom and Authority in the Church, both by Rev. John L. McKenzie (renowned 20th century Biblical scholar), have 
been given the Nihil obstat and the Imprimatur by the Roman Catholic Church. “The Nihil obstat and Imprimatur are official declarations 
that a book is free from doctrinal error or moral error.”  The following are all excerpts from these works.
People do things in crowds which they will not do alone. The Christian must look at “the state” as the pressure of other people. He cannot 
share their desires and yield to their pressures simply because they outnumber him. The capacity of “the state” to do evil makes it quite 
clear that the Christian is not free to let “the state” make his decisions for him.
 The beneficent power which Jesus wielded could not be used in self defense. He would have been unfaithful to His own teaching 
 and example if He had employed what is called legitimate self defense…
If the Christian is true to his Christian love, it may kill him, impoverish him, or disgrace him. In any hypothesis he is sure to lose at least 
some of those goods of this world which Jesus took some trouble to point out are of no importance.
 Prophecy is not prediction. Prophecy discloses the nature and character of God and the implications of the divine nature and 
 character for human thought and action. It is insight into the moral will of God and the reality of sin...Prophecy places the
 integrity of the one God above any national or patriotic consideration.

Center for Christian Nonviolence     www.EmmanuelCharlesMcCarthy.com
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 4810 CENTRAL AVENUE
 PHONE 321-3321
 www.brettfuneralhome.net
 PARISHIONER OWNED
 & OPERATED SINCE 1960and Cremation Services

 SENIOR ADULT
 APARTMENT COMMUNITY
 55+ Adult Community • Directly on Tampa Bay

 Rentals starting at $718

727.867.8685
www.carltonarmsofstpetersburg.com

6699 31st Way south • st. Petersburg, FL 33712

LET US PLACE 
YOUR AD HERE.

Contact Greg Maurer to place an ad today! 
gmaurer@4Lpi.com or (941) 243-3206


