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Are you following these 7 rules? 
Tom Hoopes 

 

W e live in an angry, combative age. Our very 
language of disagreement feeds the unrest. 
People feel furious, misunderstood, and 
helpless. 

What’s a Christian to do? We who have been com-
manded to love our enemies and to spread the Gos-

pel need to be above the fray. Herewith, some dialogue rules for Catholics. 

Rule 1: Don’t give up on anyone. 

A friend recently read The Church and Racism by the Pontifical Commission Justice and Peace and was 
struck by how the document denounced racism in no uncertain terms, but refused to condemn racists. 

It would denounce racist acts “even to those who are responsible for them,” the document said, but “also 
seeks to understand how these people could have reached that point. [The Church] would like to help 
them find a reasonable way out of the impasse in which they find themselves.” 

The Church refuses to “cancel” anyone — and neither should we. Instead: 

Rule 2: Win souls, not arguments. 

Remember what St. Paul said: “I have become all things to all people, that I might by all means save 
some. I do it all for the sake of the gospel, so that I may share in its blessings.” 

He refused to dilute the Gospel, but everything else is up for grabs. He would sacrifice any privilege he 
had and follow whatever custom his audience was comfortable with if it will help them listen. He didn’t 
want to advance his personal preferences; he wanted to advance Christ’s. 

Rule 3: Break out of your bubble. 

It is a sad fact of 21st-century society that we tend to limit ourselves to whichever voices in the media 
reinforce our own views — joining a two-sided “us vs. them” battle. 

A wise man who worked in policy for many years in Washington, D.C., once gave me invaluable advice: 
“Read your allies with a critical eye, but read your opponents with an open mind.” 

When you do this you almost always find that your political “enemies” are not that different from you, 
and that “your side” needs to rethink some things. 

How to argue like a Christian 
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St. John Paul was a master of this. For instance: In the sexual revolu-
tion, he didn’t denounce sex — he saw what the Church had neglected 
and created the Theology of the Body. And, seeing the communists’ 
concern for this world instead of the next, he said, in their “Victory 
Square,” “Let the Spirit descend and renew the face of the earth. This 
earth.” 

Rule 4: Admit when you are wrong. 

Ironically, you often can’t win an argument unless you admit you’re 
wrong. 

The human tendency is to dig in and get defensive. But if you do that, 
you lose not only the argument but your credibility also. Nobody listens 
to a person who is stubbornly wrong.  

If you want others to admit when you’re right, you have to admit when 
you’re wrong. We practice this with our kids. When a disputed point is 
resolved, the person who turns out to be wrong — even dad (especially 
dad) — has to say, “You were right and I was wrong.” 

It is really hard to do at first. It gets much easier with practice. 

Rule 5: Find a way for your opponent to save face. 

You aren’t the only one who finds it hard to admit when you’re wrong. 
Your opponent does, too. So you have to give your opponent a way to 
save face. 

If you have backed an opponent into a place where they have to admit 
utter defeat and ignorance, you have made it humanly impossible for 
them to lose. Instead, help them find a way to have self-respect, free-
dom and the truth. One way to do so: 

Rule 6: Build a positive case. 

Learn how to say what you are for, not just what you are against — 
again, like St. John Paul. 

His Gospel of Life is about building the “culture of life” more than criti-
cizing the “culture of death.” The Splendor of Truth isn’t about con-
demning heresy, but about the beauty of moral coherence. 

The faith spreads when people see it as a way to happiness, not as a 
way to moral superiority. 

Rule 7: In Sum — Love your opponent. 

Love has an unmatchable power to build trust and clear obstacles. The 
more you love your opponent, the more likely you can win them over. 

But you can’t fake love. 

There are always two ways to approach your opponent: You can define 
them by their worst tendencies, or see and love what is best in them.  

The first way leads to binary partisanship, divorce, the cancel cul-
ture, and makes dialogue impossible. The second way leads to re-
form, unity, constructive discussion, the culture of encounter, and 
evangelization. Choose the way of love. 



ARE YOU NEW? What to 
Expect at Blessed Trinity 

 
Welcoming: Our parishioners 
love meeting new people and 
sharing their lives with others. 
You’ll also be greeted by some 
of the most welcoming people 
you’ve ever met at a Church - 
and we’re not just talking about 
the Hospitality team. 
 
Family Focused: If you have 
children, they are ALWAYS 
welcome to celebrate Mass 
with the community! Our Fam-
ily Faith Formation program 
invites the whole family to par-
ticipate in learning about the 
faith. 
 
Dynamic Worship: Through-
out the Mass, you’ll be encour-
aged and invigorated by the 
community’s full, conscious, 
and active participation in the 
Liturgy. Our Community 
loves to SING! From tradition-
al hymns to contemporary wor-
ship music, the word of God is 
proclaimed in a dynamic fash-
ion. The homilies are geared 
towards challenging our parish-
ioners to become better Chris-
tians. 
 
A Church Unlike Any Other: 
There’s so much more to talk 
about! Our Parish is a wonder-
ful, dynamic community and 
we welcome you to celebrate 
liturgy with us this weekend!  
It doesn’t matter if this is your 
first time, 50th time, or first 
time in 50 years - know that 
you always have a place to 
worship, and a community to 
belong to at Blessed Trinity 
Catholic Church.  
 
 

To learn more, visit 
WWW.BTSP.ORG 
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Being Civil, Respectful and Charitable  

Even in Disagreement 

Unless you’ve been totally disconnected and “off the grid” for the last 
couple of years, you know that our country and the world has been un-
der a great deal of stress and conflict. You can barely watch the news or 
go onto the internet and not see violent and chaotic encounters between 
individuals, groups and institutions. With cell phone cameras every-
where, there is no privacy and nothing seems to be off limits.  There 
was a time, not too long ago, when things seemed to be more civil and 
less confrontational.   

This weekend’s Gospel from Matthew finds Jesus explaining to the dis-
ciples how to handle disputes and disagreements. He breaks it down to 
three levels of appeal: one-on-one, then to two or three, and finally to 
the church. Our Lord understood that there would be disagreements 
even within the church community, and so He provided practical advice 
for solving such conflicts. But it was always done in a spirit of prayer 
and a spirit of love, compassion, wisdom and understanding which are 
virtues and gifts of the Spirit.   

In today’s world, and in our lives, many of our disagreements lack com-
passion, wisdom or understanding. It often appears as if there is no love, 
respect, or tolerance for another’s viewpoint. In fact, it can become 
downright uncharitable as the anonymity of the internet and social me-
dia fuel this attitude. 

As Christians we are called to follow a different path, and to adopt a 
different way of living and engaging with others – including those with 
whom we disagree. Yes, we should always stand strong in our faith and 
moral convictions. But we should also treat others with charity and re-
spect and engage with them in civil dialogue and out of a concern for 
their salvation. By doing so, we follow the example that Jesus gave us.   

  

Bishop Gregory Parkes 

Father Wayne is sharing his column,  
Thoughts Worth Sharing, with Bishop Parkes this week. 



Mass Intentions  
 
Saturday, September 5, Saint Teresa of Calcutta 
4:00 p.m.  James Lawler (Dec) 

Sunday, September 6, Twenty-Third Sunday in Ordinary Time 
8:00 a.m.  Everett WM Kenyon (Dec) 
9:30 a.m.  For Parishioners 
11:30 a.m.   Stephen Lynch (Dec) and 
   William Kennedy (Dec) 

Monday, September 7 

8:00 a.m.   Rosemary Bogensberger (Dec) and 
   Bruce Chasse (Liv) 

Tuesday, September 8 
8:00 a.m.   A. Frederick Susi (Dec) 
   Edwin M. Aguanno (Dec) 

Wednesday, September 9 

8:00 a.m.  For Vocations 

Thursday, September 10 
8:00 a.m.   John Flanigan (Dec) 

Friday, September 11 
8:00 a.m.   Rylee Casey (Liv) and 
   Kathryn Christ (Liv) 

Saturday, September 12 
8:00 a.m.  All Pro Life Supporters 
4:00 p.m.  Bill Maslar (Dec) 

Sunday, September 13, Twenty-Fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
8:00 a.m.  Parker John Boss (Liv) 
9:30 a.m.  For Parishioners 
11:30 a.m.   Mary and John Cadigan (Liv) 

Are You Looking to  
Receive One of the  

Seven Sacraments With Us? 
 

Matrimony 
Congratulations on your engage-
ment! Every Diocese in Florida 
requires at least six months prep-
aration before  marriage. Please 
call our Pastor, Fr. Wayne Gene-
reux, at the Parish Office for an 
appointment before setting a date. 
  

Baptism 
We are honored that you would 
like to choose Blessed Trinity 
Catholic Church for the Baptism 
of your child! We ask that you 
please call our Pastor, Fr. Wayne 
Genereux, at the Parish Office for 
information regarding the Pre-
Baptism Class before scheduling 
a Baptism.  
 

Office Hours 
Monday—Friday 9-12 and 1-4 
Closed for Lunch Noon to 1 pm 
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Website Mass 
The church is open for our 
regular schedule of Masses.  
Recognizing that many will 
still be unable to attend Mass 
we will continue to record 
the Mass and upload it to the 
website. To view the Mass go 
to our website: btsp.org and 
click on the red words to start 
the video. The recorded Mass 
is from the Saturday vigil. 
 
We are very grateful to Brent 
Beauchamp who has been 
volunteering his services to 
record the Mass each week. 
Thank you Brent for your 
continued support. 

Civilize It: Dignity Beyond the Debate 

With another election cycle in full swing, we are faced with the difficult 
question of what it means to love our neighbors in the midst of such a 
divisive climate. The Diocese of St. Petersburg is challenging Catholics 
to model love for neighbor through respect, and compassion during the 
2020 election cycle and beyond. Put your faith into action and make 
room in your heart for those with whom you disagree. Watch our Dioce-
san video and pledge dignity beyond the debate today: https://
www.dosp.org/pledging-dignity-beyond-the-debate/  
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Last Week’s Giving 
August 30, 2020 

In church: 
Offertory  $2,753 
St. Vincent de Paul $   116 
Gift Shop  $   176 
Mailed in: 
Offertory  $1,737 
Building Fund  $     70 
Other   $   725 

Online 
Offertory  $2,135 

Other   $     97 

Thank you for your generosity! 

The Blessing of the Community 
 
I have been blessed to be a member of my parish community for 28 
years. For much of that time I was serving as a member of the parish 
staff, but it was still the community that I call home. I have been fortu-
nate to be able to remain in that parish even as my life has encountered 
new chapters and callings. I am so grateful to God that I have been 
able to grow, be nourished, and find companionship in a parish for this 
long of a time. 
 
It is a natural tendency for human beings to desire belonging to some-
thing bigger than themselves. Not everyone is fortunate enough to find 
the community, big or small, that fulfills that need. Unfortunately, that 
means that many communities suffer from not having the benefit of the 
gifts, skills, and talents that any member can offer. Communities are in 
many ways living organisms that move and breathe based upon the 
individuals who form that body. A community is truly the sum of its 
parts. 
 
Your parish community reflects you and everyone else in that commu-
nity. The more each member gives to the community, the stronger that 
community finds itself. If you hold back, your community suffers, and 
you gain little. I know firsthand what being a part of a community can 
mean to a person. I would be no one at all – and you would not be 
reading this – if it weren’t for the life I have had in my parish commu-
nity. 
 
– Tracy Earl Welliver  
 
©LPi 



Magazine Articles 
 
If you wish to put anything in 
the weekly parish magazine, 
please email any items to be 
published to Anne at:  
bulletinbt@gmail.com.  
Thank you! 
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LIFE SAVING OPPORTUNITY 
 

It is not too early, and really very easy, to take advantage of a true Par-
ish Stewardship Program. (Maybe underline Parish Stewardship Pro-
gram?) 

We can never have too many Blessed Trinity Parishioners praying in 
front of All Women’s Health Center in an effort to end the evil of Abor-
tion. We do like to have a minimum of two at all times, but you should 
have plenty of company as many other churches will have people pray-
ing throughout the weekends, including during our Special Days of Sat-
urdays’ September 26th and October 24th. 

To choose those times that you would like to come out and pray, from 
8:00 A M to 5:00 P M, or for answers to any questions contact any of 
those listed below. Remember you are welcome to bring a comfortable 
chair 

Attached for your convenience is a copy of The Prayer To Our Lady Of 
Guadalupe-cut out and save! 

Rich and Lynn-727-258-7406-rmaloney67@gmail.com 
Cathy-646-552-8015, Cyndee and Larry-239-218-7798,  
Marilyn-727-867-2390 or info@40daysforlife.com 

Virgin of Guadalupe, 

Patroness of unborn children, 
we implore your intercession for 
every child at risk of abortion. 
Help expectant parents to wel-
come from God the priceless gift 
of their child’s life. 

Console parents who have lost 
that gift through abortion, 
and lead them to forgiveness and 
healing through the Divine Mercy 
of your Son. 

Teach us to cherish 
and to care for family and friends 
until God calls them home. 
Help us to never see others as bur-
dens. 

Guide our public officials 
to defend each and every human 
life through just laws.  
Inspire us all to bring our faith 
into public life, to speak for those 
who have no voice. 

We ask this in the name of your 
Son, Jesus Christ, who is Love 
and Mercy itself. 

Amen 
Prayer to Our Lady of Gudalupe, © 2010, USCCB, 
Washington DC, All rights reserved. 

Cut out and save 



Adkins, Chantale 
Albertson, Michelle  
Antczak, Harriet 
Arnold, Barbara 
Attard, Stephanie 
Banks, Cathy  
Barry, Marian 
Beekman, Connie 
Bennett, Elizabeth 
Blondheim, Carmen 
Brown, Bob & Beverly 
Brown, Buck 
Brown III, George 
Brown, Shaquita 
Browning, Rea 
Bruce, Phil 
Buckwald, Diane 
Carfora, Palma 
Cavalieri, Lois 
Ceci, Shirley 
Chavez, John 
Chris, David 
Christ, Kathryn  
Cline, Wayne  
Cohn, Joan 
Congiu, Rita 
Coston, Stephen 
Dawson, Anthony Peter 

Deacon Lionel Roberts 
Dechering, Msgr. Anton 
DeLucca, Rosemary 
Detore, Alice 
Deuel, Fred 
Devyn & Donna 
DeZarn, Vickie 
Doiron, Gary 
Feehan, Joe 
Feltes, Chuck & Lauren 
Ferero, Antoinette 
Fiedler, Meghan 
Forbes, Monica & Tom 
Forbes, Rahim 
Forbes, Tina May 
Fr. Jim Klima 
Fraser, Sue Chapman 
Freda, Eileen  
Garcia, Jose M. 
Gaskin, Douglas 
Genereux, Carol 
Graeme, Mary 
Gregg, Joan 
Griffin, Lynda Butler 
Grimberg, Carol 
Hamilton, Tom 
Hawkins, Ashlyn 
Hawkins, Barbara  

Heylan, Edward H. 
Hepp, Loren 
Hildebrand, Bud 
Huff, Walt & Carole 
Iglesias, Olivia 
Infant Ursa 
Kantowicz, Jan  
Keithly, Claire  
Kincaid, Kevin & Tammie 
King, Ada  
Kleinberger, Donovan 
Kline, Irene 
Kline, Wayne and Judy 
Krieger, Mary 
Lanigan, John 
Lashley, Diana 
Lawler, Annette 
Lawrence, Sandy 
Leath, Bill  
Lee, Donald 
LeVan, George 
Lindsay, Jane  
Lowery, Judith 
Lucas, Laura  
Lyons, Laura 
Mack, Jackson  
Maharne, Cecile 
Mahoney, Colleen 

Maitland, Steve 
Mark, Jacqueline 
Marois, Mary 
McGarry, Jean 
Membreno, Mary & Gus 
Merchant, Geraldine 
Merchant, Rhoda 
Mesick, Phil & Nancy 
Meyer, Patricia 
Monahan, Sheila 
Murdock, Cheryl & Evan 
Neumann, Janet 
Nicholson, Maria 
Noguez, Armida 
Nuñez, Marleny 
Oliphant, Brian 
Pezzulo, Irene  
Phillips, James 
Pope, Stoney 
Privitera, Sandy  
Ray, Terry 
Reardon, Kevin  
Reardon, Kara  
Reed, Edward, Jr. 
Rivera, Joel 
Reyes, Nila  
Robinson, Agnes 
Romani, Angelo &  

Marlene 
Rosa, Joe & Nina 
Rudy, Fr. Richard 
Sanders, Kimberly 
Sanders, Marilyn 
Schaefer, Jake 
Schneider, Mary Jo 
Sclafani, Francesco 
Seaquist, Tim 
Sharp, Jennett  
Shelby, Ron & Montez 
Sheridan, Samantha  
Simpson, Rose 
Smith, Anita 
St. Pierre, Rick 
Stankiewicz, Cy 
Storey, Barbara 
Thompson, Bill 
Thompson, Susan 
Thore, Isabelle  
Thuline, James 
Vishnisky, Wayne 
Watson, Amanda 
Watson, Doug &  Claire 
Whalen, Dorothy 
Williford, Joan & Frank 
Wood, Jena 
Youngman, Ruth 
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 DEBRA ARCAMONTE,
 realtor®

 (727)409-0754
 debra.arcamonte@floridamoves.com
 debrasellsstpeteproperties.com

  RESIDENTIAL REAL ESTATE
 Parishioner

Repair Parts • Water Heaters
Electrical Sewer Cleaning Service

323-2300

REMODELINGREPAIRS NEW WORK

JOHNNIE JONES PLUMBING CO.

2727-23rd Ave. N.
St. Petersburg, FL 33713-4318

Carl H. Jonasson, Sr. • CFC1425970
Barbara J.  Pace • CFC1427395

 ROOF LEAKS? Rotted Wood Specialist

• Roofs • Roof Repairs
• Roof Leaks
• Tile • Flat Roof
• Single Asphalt
• Soffit & Fascia
• Major credit cards accepted
• 10% SENIOR DISCOUNT

(727) 541-6909

Fully Insured/Licensed
CBC 057394 / Lic# RC29027195

Mother’s Day Proclamation:
 “Arise then, women of this day! Arise, all women who have hearts, whether your baptism be that of water or tears! Say firmly: ‘We 
will not have great questions decided by irrelevant agencies. Our husbands shall not come to us, reeking with carnage, for caresses 
and applause. Our sons shall not be taken from us to unlearn all that we have taught them of charity, mercy and patience. We women 
of one country will be too tender of those of another to allow our sons to be trained to injure theirs.’” “From the bosom of the
devastated earth, a voice goes up with our own. It says, ‘Disarm, disarm!’ The sword of murder is not the balance of justice. Blood 
does not wipe out dishonor, nor violence indicate possession…” 
 Julia Ward Howe, 1870  (the author of Battle Hymn of the Republic and Peace Activist).

A Mother’s Pledge to, and Covenant with, Every Other Mother on Mothers’ Day:  I will not raise my precious child to kill your
precious child. And if it is within my power, I will not hand over my beloved child to others to kill your beloved child, or to learn how 
to kill the one you cherish.

To learn more about the truth of Christian Nonviolence  go to :  www.EmmanuelCharlesMcCarthy.org 

Center for Christian Nonviolence     www.EmmanuelCharlesMcCarthy.com
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 SENIOR ADULT
 APARTMENT COMMUNITY
 55+ Adult Community • Directly on Tampa Bay

 Rentals starting at $718

727.867.8685
www.carltonarmsofstpetersburg.com

6699 31st Way south • st. Petersburg, FL 33712

LET US PLACE 
YOUR AD HERE.

Contact Greg Maurer to place an ad today! 
gmaurer@4Lpi.com or (941) 243-3206

 4810 Central Avenue
 Tel. 727-321-3321
 www.brettfuneralhome.net
 Catholic Owned & Operated Since 1960

Brett Funeral Home 
& Cremation Services


