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Homily Rerun: 
21st Sunday in Ordinary Time 2021 

Deacon Bruce 
 
 

In today’s First Reading Joshua asks the Twelve Tribes of Israel to make a choice to follow the one true God, or to follow the gods of the pa-
gans they are currently living among. The Twelve Apostles in today’s Gospel are also asked to make a choice - either to believe and accept the New 
Covenant Jesus offers in His Body and Blood or return to their former ways of life. This act of choosing is something we all must do but I am getting 
ahead of myself. 

In the First Reading, Joshua gathers the twelve tribes of Israel at Shechem, the place where God first appeared to their father, Abraham, and 
promised to make his descendants a great nation in a new land. Joshua issues a blunt challenge: either renew their covenant with God or serve the alien 
gods of the surrounding nations.  They had to decide to serve the one true God or to continue serving other gods.  This decision always sounds simple 
but is actually very complex - just as it is for us. So often we say that we will serve the Lord and yet we go on as if we are serving other gods – money, 
fame, power, etc. Our values remain foreign from this God who reveals Himself to us in the Scriptures.  

 Today it is very common for people to say that they are “Catholic” and yet reject some or most of the teachings of the Church.  It is easy to 
say “I am a Catholic,” but it is truly difficult to BE Catholic. Being Catholic is not just going to Mass on Sunday, it is, rather, a way of life. It is living 
every day with God as the center of your life. It is always being open to God’s will for your life.  One of my favorite quotes is from G.K, Chesterton 
who said, “Christianity has not been tried and found wanting; it has been found difficult and not tried.” 

Living your life as a Catholic leads us into today’s second reading. In today’s second reading, we hear St. Paul’s words addressed to the Chris-
tians in the church he founded at Ephesus. They were surrounded by people who indulged themselves in sensuality and by men who used women as 
objects.  These were people who were highly educated and decided for themselves what was right and what was wrong.  They made choices and deci-
sions that indulged themselves and thereby caused others to suffer consequences that were anything but good.  

This can be a difficult reading because, taken out of context, the teaching is not what it appears to be. Wives, be subordinate to your hus-
bands.” If you stop there, the teaching takes on a completely different meaning than if you continue reading. As with all Scripture passages, this verse 
must be taken in context with the chapter, the chapter in context with the book, and the book in context with the entire Bible.   

“Wives, be subordinate to your husbands” is a strong teaching and yet in the context makes perfect sense.  A lot of people get upset with 
this teaching because they do not continue to read and understand the context in which it is written. We are actually being told that husbands and wives 
should be subordinate to one another. This is not a one way street! The teaching also tells us that “Husbands, love your wives, even as Christ loved 
the church and handed Himself over for her.” And, “husbands should love their wives as their own bodies.”  In this context, the author is 
speaking about a mutual care for one another.  We must always listen attentively to Scripture. We must not read in our own meanings or to take out the 
author’s meaning.  A quick search on the internet came up with 53 Bible verses that tell us to be attentive.  Maybe we should take that to heart! 

The word “submission” needs our attention because we are likely to interpret it to mean “subservience.” Actually it means something quite 
different. Submission, in this context, really means “under the same mission.” St. Paul is asking married men and women to work under the same mis-
sion and purpose of marriage. Christian marriage is entered into with choices and decisions that are placed in the hands of God. Christian marriages are 
made with vows - with decisions that are intended to last until death. Christian marriage is made with two commitments: the spouses to each other and 
both of them to God. Christian marriage is one of mutual respect and love between the couple with God at the center of the marriage. 

That concept was alien and foreign to the people who lived in Ephesus, and was a situation similar to the Israelites in the First Reading who 
were living among other people who did not make decisions by placing themselves under the purposes that God intended for them. I think that concept 
is alien and foreign to most people in our own culture.  
 
St. Paul flew in the face of the surrounding culture and required that Christian husbands love their wives the way Christ loved His bride, the Church. In 
other words, they were to sacrifice themselves for their wives; they were to hand themselves wholeheartedly over into caring for their wives as Christ 
did for the Church.  
 Today’s Gospel account immediately follows the Gospel accounts we heard over the past few weeks in which Jesus declared:  Unless you eat My flesh 
and drink My blood, you can not have eternal life. Hearing this, some of Jesus’ own disciples turned and left Him, declaring that what He taught 
them were hard words. “Who can accept them?” they asked.  

I want to emphasize the fact that Jesus did not go after them and call out to them telling them that He was only speaking symbolically or poeti-
cally. He simply let them go away. If that teaching were only symbolic, it would not have offended those followers.  Jesus Christ IS truly present in the 
bread and wine, which become His body and His blood.  Only when the strength of that teaching is present, can we understand why followers left Him 
in His own time and why people today still find it difficult to accept the Divine Presence - Body, Blood, Soul and Divinity - in the Holy Eucharist. 
When we receive communion in our Catholic Church, we affirm that Christ is truly present - not just as a symbol and not just as remembrance - but truly 
present - Body, Blood, Soul, and Divinity.  That is why we say “Amen” as we receive the Eucharist. That is why the “Amen” is an important part of 
receiving communion. Amen means, “Yes, I do believe.” When we say “Amen,” we are affirming that, “Yes! I do believe that this is the Body, Blood, 
Soul, and Divinity of Jesus.” 

Some people say, “But all of this is so hard. Can’t we just tone down our faith, and our morality and get with the times?” There is nothing new 
to this complaint. We just heard the disciples voicing it to Jesus. People were leaving because they did not want to take the leap of faith and accept the 
Eucharist. Couldn’t Jesus tone this all down? Jesus’ response was simple: “Are you going to leave too?”   

This is the big insight of Peter in today’s Gospel. Some other disciples left Jesus because they thought His teaching was too difficult. When 
Jesus then asked the twelve if they were going to leave also, Peter responded, “Master, to whom shall we go? You have the words of eternal 
life. We have come to believe and are convinced that you are the Holy One of God.” What Peter was really saying was that there really is no 
other choice to make. You could find a way of living that asks less of you, but you could not find a way of living that offers more to you. The very 
things that Christ asks us to do are for our own benefit. Avoiding them does not make sense. It is not in our own self-interest.  Jesus ALWAYS wants 
what is best for us. 

Today, we, too, are being asked to decide whom we will serve. For four weeks we have been presented with the mystery of the Eucharist - a 
miracle far greater than those performed by God in bringing the Israelites out of the land of Egypt. God has promised US a heavenly homeland and eter-
nal life, and offers us bread from heaven to strengthen us on our journey. He has told us that unless we eat His Flesh and drink His Blood we will have 
no life in us. There was nothing ambiguous about His statement. 

God asks us today to decide about Him - to decide about Jesus Christ.  Jesus wants us to stay with Him but also to believe in Him.  What is 
your decision? The only choice that makes sense for Catholics is what Joshua said in the First Reading, “As for me and my household, we will 
serve the LORD.” 

 
 
 



 
A.S.K.  Prayer  Ministry  

A parish-based prayer ministry, 
ready to meet your prayer request 
needs with daily confidential prayer.  

Please call (386) 672-5272 or visit 
www.PrinceofPeaceOrmond.com  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Farewell to Father Bernard 

 
Sadly we announce that Fr. Bernard has been 

moved to a different Parish.  This weekend will 

be his last weekend at Prince of Peace. 

We thank him for his service here at Prince of 

Peace and wish him the very best in his next 

journey through the faith.   

 

Fr. Bernard will be available to say goodbye 

to this weekend after Mass.  Saturday after 

the 4:00 at Church and Sunday after all 

Masses in the Social Hall. 

There will be a gift box at both locations if you 

would like to leave Fr. Bernard a card.   

Mass Intentions for this Week 
Saturday, August 28 

9:00 am Shirley Garrison 

4:00 pm Frank La Manna 
Sally Ann La Manna 
Bob Gibson 
Mickey Tamburino 
Kurt Orwick 

Sunday, August 29 

7:30 am S/I  Cathy Rose Wilson 
William “Bill” Back 

9:00 am David Griffith 
Stella Tuminello 

11:30 People of the Parish 

Monday,  August 30 

12:10 pm S/I  Holy Souls in Purgatory 

Tuesday, August 31 

12:10 pm S/I  Nancy Juriga 

Wednesday, September 1 

12:10 pm S/I  Holy Souls in Purgatory 

Thursday, September 2 

12:10 pm Philip Jones 

Friday, September 3 

12:10 pm Ignacio Leon 
Bill Motzel 

Saturday, September 4 

9:00 am S/I  Tom and Christine Hyde 50th Anniversay 
Bill Back 
Michael Farrah 

4:00 pm People of the Parish 

Sunday, September 5 

7:30 am Richard Moran & Family 
Dorothy Ingoglio 

9:00 am Carlos Cintron 
Mary Nornha 
S/I  Bernard R. Hyde Jr.  

11:30 S/I  Jaiden Ross  
S/I  Holy Souls in Purgatory 
Ron Kuhlman 
Juan R. Estremera 

S/I— Special Intentions 

Readings for the week of August 29, 2021 
 
Sunday: Dt 4:1-2, 6-8/Ps 15:2-3, 3-4, 4-5 [1a]/Jas 1:17-18 
21b22, 27/Mk 7:1-8, 14-15, 21-23  
Monday: 1 Thes 4:13-18/Ps 96:1 and 3, 4-5, 11-12, 13 [13b]/Lk 
4:16-30 
Tuesday: 1 Thes 5:1-6, 9-11/Ps 27:1, 4, 13-14 [13]/Lk 4:31-37 
Wednesday: Col 1:1-8/Ps 52:10, 11 [10]/Lk 4:38-44 
Thursday: Col 1:9-14/Ps 98:2-3ab, 3cd-4, 5-6 [2]/Lk 5:1-11 
Friday:  Col 1:15-20/Ps 100:1b-2, 3, 4, 5 [2b]/Lk 5:33-39 
Saturday: Col 1:21-23/Ps 54:3-4, 6 and 8 [6]/Lk 6:1-5 
Next Sunday: Is 35:4-7a/Ps 146:7, 8-9, 9-10 [1b]/Jas 2:1-5/Mk 
7:31-37 



 

 

 

 

Interested in learning more about the Catholic faith?  Interested in 

becoming Catholic?  Join us for our Summer sessions for the Rite 

of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA.)  For more information 

about dates and times, contact Deacon Bruce after 5 PM at (386)

527-4469 (call or text) or by email at 

deacon.bruce.at.pop@gmail.com.  May God bless you as you 

search for His plan for your life! 

Ministries and Worship 

 
Religious Education sessions will begin on 
Sunday, Sept. 19th at 10:15am. The pro-
gram is for children in PreK, K-5. Please, 
go to the Parish website  
princeofpeaceormond.com  for online  
registration form or pick it up from the 
parish office or church. Thank you for  
taking care of your children’s spiritual 
needs.  
 
EDGE Religious Education is for all chil-
dren in 6, 7, and 8th grades.  For those in 

8th grade, it will be their first year of prep-
aration for Confirmation.  Please, go to the 
Parish website princeofpeaceormond.com 
and click on Religious Education and Mid-
dle Grades to register.  



 
Visit our website at 

www.PrinceofPeaceOrmond.com 

8/22/2021 
Weekly Offertory ……………. $8,954.19 
Weekly Budget ………………. $10,315.00 
Weekly shortage  …………….. $(1,360.81) 
 

July 1, 2021 - June 30, 2022 
 
Fiscal Actual ……….………. $74,407.68 
Fiscal Budget ……………...   $91,835.00 
Fiscal shortage……….…...   $(17,427.32) 

 
 
 

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS PRINCE OF 
PEACE COUNCIL 8791 

 

YEAR OF SAINT  
JOSEPH 

Buffet Breakfast 
  

Celebrate the beginning 
of a new year of  

Religious Ed classes 
  

with Mass and a  delicious  
breakfast with 

 

Scrambled Eggs,  
Pancakes,  

Sausage, Biscuits & 
Gravy,  

Cereal, Juice and  
Coffee 

 

Adults & Teens $5.00 - Children 12 & U 

Free 
 

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 19, 2021   
8:00 – 11:00 AM 

 

Tickets on sale after all Masses, in the  
Parish Office and at the door  

 

 
 

 Men, we’d like to have you become a 
Knight!  

 

Fill out an application at breakfast and your first year dues 
and meal are free.  For more information, contact  

James Morris at 386-212-4114, or  
pezman182@gmail.com 



 



Prince of Peace Staff  -  (386) 672-5272 

Parish Secretary ........................................................ Beth A. Motzel 

Parish Bookkeeper ............................................... Vicki L. Mignardi 

Bulletin/Website ............................................................ Joe Mikulan 

Director of Music .......................................................... Joe Mikulan 

Director of Discipleship ................................... Sr. Rose Urbanczyk 

Associate Dir. of Discipleship ............................. Thomas J. Silliker 

Dir. of Social Services (386-676-1695) ........... M. Gretel Ostrowski 

Maintenance Supervisor ...............................Raymond R. McGuire 

Maintenance Assistant ..................................................... Roma Zuk 

Maintenance Assistant .................................................... Tom Akers 

Prince of Peace Villas Manager ............................... Tammy Bowen 

Prince of Peace Villas ................................................... 386-673-5080 

Religious Education  - Sundays 

Sun: Pre-K - 5th Grade ...................... 10:15am to 11:20 am 
 Adults ........................................ 10:15 am to 11:20 am 
 High School .................................. 6:30 pm to 8:00 pm 

Wed: Middle School..................................... 6:30 to 8:00 pm 

1225 Hand Avenue  |  386-673-0446 
Hours of Operation  |  Tuesday-Friday  |  9:30am-1:00pm 
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THIS SPACE IS

 Ashley Royce, O.D. Q. Jocelyn Ge, M.D., Ph.D. Kyle Bettis, O.D.
	 Board	Certified	Optometrist	 Board	Certified	Ophthalmologist	 Board	Certified	Optometrist

DO YOU HAVE 
EYE PROBLEMS?
3641 S. Clyde Morris Blvd., Port Orange
386-788-6198
1425 Hand Ave., Ormond Beach
386-673-3344

Comprehensive Eye Exam and Treatment
Micro-Incision Cataract Surgery

Premium Lens Implants • Glaucoma Treatment
iStent • Laser Surgery • LASIK/PRK

Diabetic Eye Care • Glasses and Contct Lenses

386.672.8081 • Facsimilie: 386.265.5995
www.MaraLawPA.com

By Appointment Only:
555 West Granada Blvd. • Suite D-10 • Ormond Beach, FL

Wendy A. Mara, J.D., M.B.A.
Mara Law: Elder and Family Law Center

Parishioner of Prince of Peace

Contact Mark Hiller  
to place an ad today! 
mhiller@4LPi.com or  
(800) 950-9952 x2692

A1 AffordableA1 Affordable
CremationCremation

$785$785 (386) 405-3128
a1affordablecremation.com

SRINIVASA SRIDHAR, M.D.
Atlantic Orthopedics, P.A.

BOARD CERTIFIED ORTHOPEDIC SURGEON
• Hip, Knee & Shoulder Replacements

• Bone, Joint & Soft Tissue Injuries
• Anthroscopic Rotator Cuff Repairs
• Robot Assisted Knee Replacement
1400 Dunlawton Ave., Port Orange, FL 32127 | 386-760-5008

LET US PLACE YOUR AD HERE.

400 S. Nova Rd. • Ormond Beach
386-672-1931 | www.dbpickles.net

Pete Polzella, Owner/Operator

10% OFF ANY PURCHASE!
Some restrictions apply.

Erick J Palacios, MBA
101 2nd Street, Suite 402, Holly Hill, FL 32117

386-872-3440 | erick@xcelwealth.com

Your Friendly Your Friendly 
Neighborhood Neighborhood 

Fiber Shop!Fiber Shop!
A Full Service Yarn & Fiber ShopA Full Service Yarn & Fiber Shop

OFFERING CLASSES,OFFERING CLASSES,
GROUP PROJECTS AND MOREGROUP PROJECTS AND MORE

Hours MWFS 10-5, Tue/Thurs 10-7Hours MWFS 10-5, Tue/Thurs 10-7
600 S Yonge St #16a • Ormond Beach

(386) 238-9109| www.shesellsyarn.com

ParishionerParishioner


