
The Holy Family  •  December 27, 2020

2506 Gulf Gate Drive, Sarasota  FL  34231     941-923-1691     www.stthomasmoresrq.org
We are a welcoming Catholic community devoted to living out and celebrating God’s Word and Sacraments by connecting people to Christ through faith, love and ministry.

Weekdays: 8:00 am Mass   Saturday: 8:00 am and 4:00 pm Masses, confessions at 3:00 pm    Sunday: 8:00 am, 10:00 am, 12 noon Masses    
Office hours:  Monday-Friday 8:30 am-4:30 pm; closed for lunch: 12:00-1:00 pm         

Holy Family of Nazareth,

help us to be

instruments of peace.

Grant that love,

strengthened by grace,

may prove mightier 

than all the weaknesses 

and trials through which 

our families sometimes pass.

May we always 

have God at the center 

of our hearts and homes 

until we are all one family,

happy and at peace 

in our true home with you.

Amen.



Today’s Readings: Genesis 15:1–6; 21:1–3 or Sirach 3:2–6, 
12–14; Psalm 105:1–2, 3–4, 5–6, 8–9; Hebrews 11:8, 
11–12, 17–19 or Colossians 3:12–21; Luke 2:22–40. 
Although we use the word holy to refer to someone who is 
good or pious, the term literally means that someone or 
something is “set apart” for God. God set Abraham apart by 
making him the father of countless descendants. However, 
did God choose Abraham because Abraham was good, or 
did God’s promises call forth goodness from Abraham? 

When it comes to Mary and Joseph, it may seem obvi-
ous that they were good and pious, but Jesus’ parents must 
have also grown in holiness as they faced the unique task of 
raising God’s Son. God also called forth holiness in Simeon 

and Anna when he inspired them to prophesy about the 
child Jesus. Jesus, too, though set apart by his divine nature, 
also “grew and became strong” as God called forth holiness 
from him.

In what ways is God calling forth holiness from us? 
Perhaps we must care for aging parents or work with a dif-
ficult sibling or child. Perhaps we are struggling to treat a 
member of Christ’s body with compassion, humility, or 
patience. In such moments, God calls forth holiness from us. 
When we allow that goodness to flow forth, we inspire holi-
ness in others. By God’s grace and the examples of holiness 
that we offer each other, we become more fully the holy 
family of God.

Sunday, December 27, 2020
Inspiring Holiness

The Whole Family
God our Father,
you entrusted your Son to Joseph and Mary,
who readily accepted all that came into 

their lives.
They responded with humility 

and faithfulness
to the future you envisioned for them.
Help us imitate their fidelity 
to you and to each other.

Favor us with wisdom, goodness, and peace.
Strengthen your love within us, 

within our homes, 
and within our faith communities
so that we may embrace all that comes 

into our lives
and welcome the future you envision for us
and for the whole human family.
We ask this through Christ our Lord. Amen.

FEAST OF THE HOLY FAMILY
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This Week at Home
Monday, December 28
Feast of the Holy Innocents
Herod shed the blood of others in order to protect his reign. 
Jesus shed his own blood in order to bring others into his 
reign. One viciously protected himself and his power, while 
the other readily surrendered it. Each day we, too, act in 
ways that are ultimately death-dealing or life-giving. What 
must we do to make sure that each day we turn away from 
darkness and toward the light and life of Christ? Today’s 
Readings: 1 John 1:5—2:2; Psalm 124:2–3, 4–5, 7b–8; 
Matthew 2:13–18.

Tuesday, December 29
Stepping into the Light
While fulfilling the requirements of the Jewish Law, Jesus’ 
parents encounter Simeon, who prophesies that God’s love 
incarnate has illuminated the world. When confronted by the 
light of Christ, however, people too often prefer the darkness. 
We keep walking in our self-righteousness, greed, or anger. 
Spend some time reflecting on Jesus’ commandment to love 
one another. To whom can you show greater love this week? 
Today’s Readings: 1 John 2:3–11; Psalm 96:1–2a, 2b–3, 
5b–6; Luke 2:22–35.

Wednesday, December 30
Favor
God favored the prophets Simeon and Anna with insight into 
the child Jesus. God especially favored his Son, who grew in 
wisdom and strength. God likewise favors those who follow 
his Son, bestowing upon them knowledge, victory over evil, 
and eternal life. St. John exhorts us to cling to God’s favor 
and resist favoring the things of the world. What particular 
favor could you do for someone as a way of celebrating the 
favor that God has shown us all? Today’s Readings: 1 John 
2:12–17; Psalm 96:7–8a, 8b–9, 10; Luke 2:36–40.

Thursday, December 31
Choosing Faith
We speak of our faith as a gift, but we must choose to accept 
this gift. In both readings for today, we hear that some people 
did not accept God’s gift of grace and truth in Jesus. As we 
try to understand why people abandon their faith, we gain 
insight by reflecting on our moments of doubt. What circum-
stances have challenged your faith? Bring your reflections 
into a prayer for those who are struggling in similar ways. 
Today’s Readings: 1 John 2:18–21; Psalm 96:1–2, 11–12, 13; 
John 1:1–18.

Friday, January 1
Mary, Mother of God
The blessing that Aaron gave the Israelites was incarnated in 
Jesus. God now blesses us by filling our hearts with the Spirit 
of his Son. As Jesus’ mother, Mary physically bore that 
blessing within herself, rightly earning the title “Mother of 
God.” Mary emerged from humble origins to be the most 
revered woman in the Church. Make a list of all the titles for 
Mary that you can think of. Choose one or two of them, and 
learn why that title came to be used for our Lady. Today’s 
Readings: Numbers 6:22–27; Psalm 67:2–3, 5, 6, 8; 
Galatians 4:4–7; Luke 2:16–21.

Saturday, January 2
St. Basil the Great and 
St. Gregory Nazianzen
“Let what you heard from the beginning remain in you.” 
John the Baptist prepared people to follow and remain with 
Jesus. St. Basil and St. Gregory helped the Church to remain 
steadfast in faith by giving brilliant and compelling 
testimony about Jesus. What testimony have you received 
about Jesus that helps you remain with him? Today’s 
Readings: 1 John 2:22–28; Psalm 98:1, 2–3ab, 3cd–4; John 
1:19–28.



Saturday 8:00am Fr. Jim +The Sambor Family  
 4:00pm Fr. Gordon +Mary Taff +Ronald Deahna

Sunday 8:00am Fr. Jim +Mary Jane Albritton Fr. Jim Smko
 10:00am Fr. Gordon +Gabriella Totti +Al Nardi
 12noon Fr. Adrian +Debbie Crosby +Cindy DeCaria    

Monday 8:00am Fr. Gordon +Delia & Martin Goodrick 
 
Tuesday 8:00am Fr. Jim +Nate Galfo +Thomas McNeill

Wednesday 8:00am Fr. Gordon +Gerald Sierchio

Thursday  8:00am Fr. Jim +Nancy Bruno 
  
 4:00pm Fr. Gordon +Roger Veilleux +Michael Land
  
Friday 10:00am Fr. Jim St. Thomas More Parishioners, living & deceased
 12noon Fr. Gordon St. Thomas More Parishioners, living & deceased

Saturday 8:00am Fr. Jim +Joan Curtin
 
 3:00pm Fr. Adrian St. Thomas More Parishioners, living & deceased 
 5:00pm Fr. Jim +Joe Joseph

Sunday 8:00am Fr. Gordon +James, Frances & Mary Kathryn Schaffer
 10:00am Fr. Jim +Maureen Beck
 12noon Fr. Gordon +Irene Beresnicki              + denotes deceased person(s)

Mass Intentions
December 26, 2020- 

January 2, 2021

The Sanctuary Candle 
is lighted in loving memory of 
Linda Corrado    - Neil Corrado

Solemnity of the Blessed Virgin Mary, the Mother of God
Thursday, December 31:  4:00 pm Mass

Friday, January  1:  10:00 am Mass and 12 noon Mass
     

Our Winter Schedule Begins 
Saturday, January 2

Masses: 3:00 pm and 5:00 pm  
Confessions:  2:00 pm

Pray for the Sick
Our book of the sick is now located in the church 
near the Tabernacle.  Please call the Parish Office 
if you would like to have an intention listed.  We will 
add it for you.



Today is the feast of the Holy Family 
of Jesus, Mary and Joseph. 

During our New Year may our 
families “grow in wisdom and have 
the favor of God upon them.” 
 

This December, through your gifts, 
the Society of St. Vincent de Paul 
was able to bring Christmas to the 

hearts of the poor, by assisting  families, providing  food, gifts 
and helping with utility and rent bills.  Thanks!

You may place your donation in designated kiosk in the Narthex, 
or mail it to the Parish Office.  Please make checks payable to 
the St. Vincent de Paul Society.

During these challenging times, Centering Prayer is a way to draw closer 
to God. It is a Christian form of silent meditation that serves as a method of 
movement into contemplative prayer, a way to open oneself to the Divine 
Presence and, through the healing of the Holy Spirit, to be of greater service 
to those around us.  

And St. Thomas More’s Centering Prayer Groups are now meeting weekly 
on Zoom! Thursdays from 10:30-11:30 am and 5:00-6:00 pm.  If you are 
interested in joining the Thursday morning group please contact Noreen 
Delaney at npolidoro@comcast.net or 941-228-1799

For the Thursday evening group, please contact Bob Ferkenhoff at bferken@
verizon.net or 941-350-6920.

Thank you to 
the Women’s Club!

The parish staff was treated to a 
Christmas season lunch last week, 
courtesy of the Women’s Club.  We 
were able to gather together, enjoy a 
meal and relax during this hectic time.  
It was much appreciated. Thank you 
ladies for thinking of us.

Once again, the generous Spirit of Christmas flowed from the parishioners of St. Thomas More.   This year we assisted 
families in need including those from our parish and those in nearby neighborhoods. Toys and gifts were given to 
children and their families through the Salvation Army Online Giving Tree. Many thanks to all who made this possible! 

As we all know, the needs in our community are greater than ever during these 
trying times, and many individuals and families were looking forward to a difficult 
Christmas. Your kindness has helped make the holiday a bit brighter for those who 
would have gone without the festivity of holiday food and gifts this Christmas.

Please remember that the needs of the poor do not end with the close of Christmas 
giving. Our parish St. Vincent de Paul Society are in need of your donations 
throughout the year. 

Fr. Gordon and Fr. Jim say, “Thank you!”  

The gifts, well wishes, Christmas cards and Christmas greetings, along with
 tasty Christmas treats, given by our parishioners are much appreciated.  



To sign up -- for free!!
1. go to Formed.org   
2. click on Sign Up   
3. Click on Sign Up as a Parishioner
4. Type in:   St. Thomas More 
    Catholic Church, Sarasota, FL

Watch, listen and read.  Anywhere, anytime.  Diving into the beauty 
of the faith has never been easier: at home, on the go, or from any 
internet connected device. See some of the sample programs at 
right/below.

FORMED:  The Catholic Faith. On demand.

Join St. Thomas More Parish’s Women’s Club; sign up today



CHRISTMAS BLESSINGS! 

As we enter the Christmas Season, all of us at St. Thomas More Faith Formation wish you and 
your families the blessings of Peace, Love and Hope that it brings.  It is a time to be grateful for 
all of the gifts we have been given.  We are God’s gift to each other in this community of faith.  

We pray that we help each other to bring Jesus’ presence into our world 

Do you hear God calling?
Our family and teen programs have begun.  We are 

looking for faith filled men and women to pass on their 
faith stories. We are in need of people who can help 
families sharing faith; children and teens preparing to 
receive First Eucharist and Confirmation and to walk 

with our high school aged young people.  As you 
nurture the faith of our young, you will learn and grow 

as well! As one long-time catechist put it,  “I received so 
much more than I gave as my own faith grew and I 
learned from those I taught.” We provide you with 

training, materials, and support.  Whether you can help 
occasionally or on a regular basis, we need you.  

For more information, please contact Robbie 
Anderson at robbie@stthomasmoresrq.org or 

call 941-923-1691

January Faith Formation 
Schedule 

January 10  

      9:15 am K-5 Parent

10 am K-5 Session 

January 17

1:30 pm Jr. High

6:30 pm HS Youth Ministry

January 24

6:30 pm Confirmation Prep 2 

January 31

1:30 pm Jr. High

For now, all sessions above are on Zoom.  
We are praying that very soon we can be 

meeting in person.
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Please be sure to make your check payable to:  Catholic Faith Appeal 
and note in the memo line:  St. Thomas More Parish, Sarasota.

2020 Catholic Faith Appeal Goal:  $323,000
Pledged to-date $214,038.27

Received to-date $209,849.60  (66% of our goal)
  
Households 3,026 of which 14% participate

Your donation supports diocesan programs for:
 

• Vocations and seminarians
• Catholic Education for children, as well as Catholic studies 
  and Formation adults
• Prison outreach

  • Catholic Charities: food pantries, anti-human trafficking assistance, 
    counseling, disaster relief, early childhood learning

• and more

A charitable bequest in your will is a gift option 
that can be used by almost everyone. Will bequests 
allow donors the opportunity to enjoy their 
legacies today while experiencing no immediate 
out-of-pocket costs. And since a bequest never 
locks you into a gift you can’t change, you remain 
in complete control of  your estate.  Charitable 
bequests offer a variety of  planning options. For 
example, you can: 

• Give a specific amount of  money. 
• Designate a specific percentage of  your 

estate as a gift. 
• Authorize a residual bequest, which 

means the parish would receive what is 
left in your estate after all other 
obligations have been met. 

Charitable bequests are easy to arrange. Simply ask 
your attorney what steps you should take.  If  you 
have questions, please contact the Parish Office at 
941-923-1691 or denise@stthomasmoresrq.org.

Have you considered 
remembering St. Thomas More  

in your will?



Fr. Gordon Zanetti, Pastor    
  frgordon@stthomasmoresrq.org
Fr. Jim Simko, Parochial Vicar   
  frjim@stthomasmoresrq.org
Alex Dilan, Organist & Music Director  
  alex@stthomasmoresrq.org
Mary Homola, Parish Life Coordinator  
  maryh@stthomasmoresrq.org
John & Lucy Koitsch, Sacristans  
  sacristan@stthomasmoresrq.org
Rick Morgan, Business Manager/Accountant
  rick@stthomasmoresrq.org

Robbie Anderson, Director of Religious Education
  robbie@stthomasmoresrq.org
Kelly Noro, Administrative Assistant 
  Kelly@stthomasmoresrq.org
Mary Maxwell, Parish Secretary  
  marym@stthomasmoresrq.org
Ramon Alvero, Maintenance Supervisor   
  ramon@stthomasmoresrq.org
Luis Somodevilla, Maintenance      
  luiss@stthomasmoresrq.org

Parish Staff 

Spring Golf Outing Planned
Monday, April 26, 2021 at Legacy Golf Club, Bradenton. Proceeds will go to 
the Knights of Columbus Vocations Program to support seminarians and “future 
priests” of our diocese. Cost is $100 per person. We are also looking for individua/
small business/corporate sponsors. Please contact Grand Knight Ken Berberich 
at berberichken@yahoo.com if you are interested in supporting the event. 

 

MONDAY, APRIL 26TH, 2021 – Registration begins at 7:30 AM 

Please complete, detach, and return this form with payment to St. Patrick Council 13307 -located at 
7900 Bee Ridge Road, Sarasota FL 34231 

In the memo portion please write “District Golf”  

___ Single registration $100.00  

Name of Golfer  ____________________________________________________ 

Email and Telephone #________________________________________________ 

 

___ Team registration $400.00. Please list the names of the “Captain” (Sponsor) and List All Golfers 

        1._________________________________________________________________Name/Email/Tel# 

        2._________________________________________________________________Name/Email/Tel# 

        3.________________________________________________________________Name/Email/Tel# 

        4.________________________________________________________________Name/Email/Tel# 

  

__ I cannot attend but would like to contribute to the Golf Event for Vocations. 

My tax-deductible donation is enclosed: $_______. My ____________________________(name) 

_____________________________________________ (mailing address)  

____________________________________(email address) (___)_______-____________telephone. 

 

Please return this form no later than April 1, 2021. 
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LET US PLACE YOUR AD HERE.

If the final resting place for your loved one is in another state, we can accommodate this need.Frank Burns, Family Service Counselor

Robert Toale & Sons Funeral Home
At Palms Memorial Park

941.371.4962
170 Honore Avenue
Sarasota, FL 34232

www.palmsmemorial.com

At Wiegand Chapel
941.921.5755

7454 South Tamiami Trail
Sarasota, FL 34231

www.wiegandbrothers.com

Veteran Preplanning Discount Available
Serving Your Funeral Home & Cemetery Needs

Throughout Sarasota & Manatee Counties Robert Toale Family

6612 Gateway Ave Sarasota, FL 34231
www.GulfGateRealty.com

THIS SPACE IS

Your GULF GATE, GULF GATE EAST and GULF GATE WOODS 
Specialist for 26 years!

941-320-1070 | DebbieHeringRealty.com
8586 Potter Park Dr. #100 • Sarasota, FL 34238-5439

Debbie Hering
Broker/Owner

PARISHIONER

Rita Champlin
Exclusive Buyer’s Agent

PARISHIONER

GULF GATE AREA / SARASOTA

Contact Greg Maurer to place an ad today! 
gmaurer@4Lpi.com or (941) 243-3206

BERKSHIRE TRAVEL ANNOUNCES:
 - Athens and the Greek Isles on Windstar August 23, 2020
 - Land Tour of Poland to Prague September 11, 2020
 - Rome and a Windsurf sail to Barcelona, October 25, 2021

Escorted by Father Don Henry: hk8655@aol.com
Or call Berkshire at 800-223-3884

 Charles Wines
 Realtor®, NAR, FAR, RASAM
 Your Real Estate Agent
 941-221-1359
 Selling? Call for Free Market Analysis
 Buying? Let me work hard for you
 to find your new dream home
 U.S. Navy Veteran • Honorary Lifetime MemberParishioner

newdoorre.com

“Turning Houses into Homes for Over 20 Years!”
Interiors • Exteriors • Dry Wall & Repair Work

Matthew Kennedy - Head of Fla operations
407-627-8806

Quality Work at a Fair price

Spreadmaster Painting Inc.
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CATHRYN GIRARD
 VA Accredited
 Elder Law Attorney
 Wills & Trusts - Probate
 Advance Health Care Directives
	 VA	Benefits	&	Social	Security

 893-7533
 www.cgirardlaw.comHouse Calls Made

7 Convenient Sarasota Locations
www.dgacehardware.com

MRI • CT • PET/CT • DEXA • 3D Mammography
Nuclear Medicine • Fluoroscopy • X-Ray

Interventional Radiology

941-342-7283 • raverad.com
parishioner Phillip Mihm, M.D.

THIS SPACE IS

A PERSONALIZED APPROACH TO ASSIST YOU WITH YOUR GOAL OF A SECURE RETIREMENT

Integrity Wealth Management is registered as an investment adviser with the State of Florida. Integrity Wealth Management only transacts business in 
states where it is properly registered, or is excluded or exempted from registration requirements. Registration with the State of Florida does not constitute an 

endorsement of the firm by the state nor does it indicate that the adviser has attained a particular level of skill or ability.

LET US PLACE YOUR AD HERE.

941-366-7676 | www.aquaplmbingsarasota.com
8283 Vico Ct. • Sarasota

Estate Planning • Medicaid or VA Planning
Probate • Business Law • Equine Law

Civil Litigation • Construction Law
Real Estate Law • Bankruptcy

8592 Potter Park Drive, Suite 150, Sarasota, FL 34238
Tel: 941-315-2114 | www.robleslawpa.com

ASSISTED LIVING | RESPITE | DAY PROGRAMMING

Stop in to meet our new energetic staff. 
Call for a tour of Savannah Grand, Sarasota’s 

favorite boutique style Assisted Living Community.
We can’t wait to see you.

941.927.0404
7130 Beneva Road • Sarasota
SavannahGrandSarasota.com

If you or a loved one have been diagnosed 
with Parkinson’s disease (PD), you or your 
loved one may be interested in participating 
in one of the TemPo Studies. They are a suite 
of three clinical research studies evaluating 
an oral investigational drug (tavapadon) to 
see if it may help improve PD symptoms that 
impact your movement and daily activities.
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Dr. Charles Liott

Experience in Treating:
 • Arthritis • Car Accidents • Work Injuries
 • Joint Problems • Numbness & • Neck, Back,
 • Leg & Hip Pain • Tingling  & Shoulder
 • Headaches • Arm Pain  Pain

923-2567 | LiottBackandNeckCenter.com
2477 Stickney Point Rd., Suite 202A • Sarasota

 Dutch Valley Restaurant
 Breakfast • Lunch • Dinner
 Open 7am Until 9pm
 6721 South Tamiami Trail
 Sarasota, FL 34231
 924-1770 • 922-7586Sarasota’s Family Diner

“The Tax Professional Other Tax Professionals Call For Advice”
Individuals • Businesses • Corporations • Partnerships

RANCOURT & RANCOURT, INC.
Dave Rancourt, EA, ABA, ATA, CEP, CSA, EFS

ENROLLED TO PRACTICE BEFORE THE INTERNAL REVENUE SERVICE

7261 Bee Ridge Road, Sarasota, FL 34241
E-mail: Dave@Rancourt.com  Fax: 941-378-5525

941-378-4664

 Mary Kay Cosmetics
 Mary Taylor Parishioner
 Independent Beauty Consultant
 361-676-1408
 www.marykay.com/mtaylor3

 David M. Bracciano, D.O.
 Dermatology & Facial Plastic Surgery

 8430 Cooper Creek Blvd., Suite 102
 University Park, FL 34201

 Tel 941.360.2255
 www.braccianodermatology.com Board Certified

windomallergy.com | 927.4888

food allergy • cough • eczema
hives • drug allergy

Sarasota Hearing Center, Inc.
 “Experience You Can Trust”
 FREE CONSULTATIONS
 Hearing Testing, Hearing Aids
 Dr. Susan M. Schnack
 Board Certified Audiologist
 Parishioner
	 5455	Fruitville	Road	•Sarasota,	FL	34232
	 (941)	341-9444	
	 www.SarasotaHearing.com

An Accident and Injury Law Firm
Committed To Justice, Inspired By You

 Jo-Ann Pulice
 Timothy M. Farrow
 Parishioners

Phone: 941-924-0993 • Toll Free: 888-300-0993
WWW.FARROWPULICELAW.COM

sarasota • bradenton • venice • englewood • port charlotte

 Joseph L. Najmy
 Wills & Trusts
 941.907.3999
 jnajmy@najmythompson.com

THIS SPACE IS
2881 Clark Rd.

Sarasota

FINE DINING

CHEF TABLES AVAILABLE
UNCORK & UNWIND

- Nightly Specials -  Seafood, Lamb, Veal, B.Y.O.B.
RESERVATIONS ONLY 941-923-7002

 Kim & Vi Klee
 (941) 400-8922 (Kim’s Cell)
 (941) 993-8432 (Vi’s Cell)

 kim@kimandviklee.com
                           vi@kimandviklee.com
  www.kimandviklee.net

Parishioners
Call Us! Full Time - Full Service

Call for a FREE Market Evaluation

-- --

MARK 
LYDA, MBA
Professional 
REALTOR®

Diocese of Venice Music 
Ministry Volunteer

CELL:

941.586.2670
EMAIL:

Mark@GenerousProperty.com

WEB:
www.mark.generousproperty.com


