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God’s Word and Sacraments by connecting people to Christ through faith, love and ministry.
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O God, you always hear the cry of your people 
and have compassion for the oppressed and the enslaved. 

May they experience the liberation of the cross 
and the resurrection of Jesus.

We pray to you for those suffering the torment 
of human trafficking. 

Transform us by the power of your Spirit,

 to be sensitive to the pain of these, our sisters and brothers.
Committed to overcoming this evil, 

give us the courage to stand up and work 
for the rights of our sisters and brothers 

who live in slavery and exploitation.

We ask this with the intercession of St. Josephine Bakhita, 
in Christ our Lord. 

Amen!

February 8 was the feast day of Saint Josephine Bakhita, a Canossian Sister who was kidnapped and 
sold into slavery in Sudan but eventually won her freedom. February 8 is also the International Day of 
Prayer and Awareness Against Human Trafficking. 

Your donation to the Catholic Faith Appeal supports Diocesan efforts to provide assistance to victims 
of human trafficking through Catholic Charities Human Trafficking Assistance Program. For more 
information call 239- 238-8722 or pick up a brochure in the narthex.

Prayer to End  
Human Trafficking 

February 8 is the feast day of Saint Josephine Bakhita, a Canossian Sister who was kidnapped and sold 
into slavery in Sudan, but who eventually won her freedom.  February 8 is also the International Day of 
Prayer and Awareness Against Human Trafficking.

Your donation to the Catholic Faith Appeal supports diocesan efforts to provide assistance to victims 
of human trafficking through the Catholic Charities Human Trafficking Assistance Program.  For more 
information, call 239-334-2234.



Saturday 8:00am Fr. Jim +Maryann Torcolacci
 3:00pm Fr. Henry +Marlene Vavrek

 5:00pm Fr. Roger +Luis Felipe McCluskey

Sunday 8:00am Fr. Gordon +James, Frances      & Mary Kathryn Schaffer
 10:00am Fr. Jim +Bill York
 12noon Fr. Gordon +Glen Rey
  
Monday 8:00am Fr. Jim +Doris Mayer

Tuesday 8:00am Fr. Jim +Jean Gaasch

Wednesday 8:00am Fr. Gordon +Gail Gaasch

Thursday  8:00am Fr. Gordon +John Tichy  
Friday 8:00am Fr. Jim +Alice Cooke

Saturday 8:00am Fr. Henry +Kevin Klee
 3:00pm Fr. Gordon +Janet Anderson
 5:00pm Fr. Jim +Dale Johnson

Sunday 8:00am Fr. Roger +Hans Napfel
 10:00am Fr. Gordon +Bridie Frawley
 12noon Fr. Adrian +Elizabeth Diehl
            +denotes deceased person(s)

Mass Intentions February 6-14, 2021
Fr. Gordon Zanetti, Pastor    
  frgordon@stthomasmoresrq.org
Fr. Jim Simko, Parochial Vicar   
  frjim@stthomasmoresrq.org
Alex Dilan, Organist & Music Director  
  alex@stthomasmoresrq.org
Mary Homola, Parish Life Coordinator  
  maryh@stthomasmoresrq.org
John & Lucy Koitsch, Sacristans  
  sacristan@stthomasmoresrq.org
Rick Morgan, Business Manager/Accountant
  rick@stthomasmoresrq.org
Robbie Anderson, Director of Religious Education
  robbie@stthomasmoresrq.org
Kelly Noro, Administrative Assistant 
  Kelly@stthomasmoresrq.org
Mary Maxwell, Parish Secretary  
  marym@stthomasmoresrq.org
Ramon Alvero, Maintenance Supervisor   
  ramon@stthomasmoresrq.org
Luis Somodevilla, Maintenance      
  luiss@stthomasmoresrq.org

Parish Staff 

In the Gospel today, we find that Jesus would rise very early before dawn and 
go to a deserted place to pray and then he went out to preach and to heal.

Please pray for the poor and suffering, knowing that you are bringing the love 
and peace of Jesus to those who live in fear and doubt, loneliness and dread.

Have you considered answering the call to serve the poor by joining the 
Society of St. Vincent de Paul?  The society is seeking volunteers for its 
mission to aid families and individuals in need. Training is provided and each 
new volunteer is assigned an experienced mentor. All contact is currently 
done via phone or Zoom with those seeking assistance.  If interested, please 
contact STVP president John Solum at 941-893-0350.

FORMED:  The Catholic Faith

To sign up: 
1. go to  Formed.org    
2. click on  sign up   
3. Click on  sign up as a parishioner 
4. Type in  St. Thomas More Catholic Church, Sarasota, FL

Watch, listen and read.  Anywhere, anytime.  Diving into the 
beauty of the faith has never been easier!  



Sunday
February 7

Tuesday
February 9

Wednesday
February 10

Friday
February 12

Marking the Days

Pray for Peace 

of Ordinary Time

You are the light of the world! 
How is your light shining 

before others today?

Blessed are You, Holy Creator, source of all that is good, beautiful 
and whole. Where wholeness is splintered or shattered, goodness 
damaged or marred, and beauty bruised or broken, we ask for 
healing and deep peace. Be the healing balm for this world: for all 
people, creatures, places, events and for the environment. We 
welcome the touch of your Healing Love and Gentle Presence. 
Inspired by Dorothy Stang, your servant and martyr, we pray in 
communion with all the saints in glory, through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Sister 
Dorothy    
Stang

1931-2005
martyred

for protecting       
the people and 
land of Brazil.

For many years, Josephine Bakhita was a slave but her spirit was always free and 
eventually that spirit prevailed. Pope John Paul II said that in St. Josephine Bakhita, 
“We find a shining advocate of genuine emancipation. The history of her life inspires 
not passive acceptance but the firm resolve to work effectively to free girls and women 
from oppression and violence, and to return them to their dignity in the full exercise of 
their rights.”

Feast Day - St. Josephine Bakhita

Here is an unspeakable secret:                                    
paradise is all around us and we do not understand. 

Thomas Merton ~ from “Conjectures of a Guilty Bystander” 

Please prayerfully consider a donation to our Diocesan Catholic Faith 
Appeal. Your support of the CFA makes possible a variety of ministries, 
services and programs throughout our Diocese, as well as the needs of 
our parishes. See page 4 of this bulletin to learn more about this 
important appeal.

In today’s Gospel. Jesus’ healing of Peter’s mother-in-law was very personal: he 
approached her, grasped her hand, and helped her up. He also reaches out to “the 
whole of Galilee,” responding to the universal challenge of the human condition. Again 
reaching out in a very personal way. Jesus’ ministry is truly about all of humanity 
experiencing the transformation of human hopelessness through personal encounter 
with Jesus himself.



FAITH FORMATION NEWS 

Robbie Anderson, Director, may be contacted at 941-923-1691 or robbie@stthomasmoresrq.org 

February Faith Formation Schedule 

February 

7th   10 am K-12 Families Lent

14th.  1:30 pm Jr. High Module 10

17th ASH WEDNESDAY

21st 10 am First Communion Mtg

6:30 pm Confirmation Prep

28th 1:30 pm Jr. High Module 7

6:30 pm Youth Ministry Mtg

For now, all sessions above are on Zoom.  

Do you hear God calling?
We are looking for faith filled men and women to 
pass on their faith stories. We are in need of 
people who can help families, children and teens 
preparing to receive First Eucharist and 
Confirmation and to walk with our high school 
aged young people.  As you nurture the faith of 
our young, you will learn and grow as well! As 
one long-time catechist put it,  “I received so 
much more than I gave as my own faith grew and 
I learned from those I taught.” We provide you 
with training, materials and support.  Whether you 
can help occasionally or on a regular basis, we 
need you.  

Please contact Robbie:
robbie@stthomasmoresrq.org 

“A culture of care is a path to peace.”
Pope Francis, World Day of Peace 2021

Confirmation 
   Preparation 

We are excited that our young people who will be 
preparing for Confirmation will be confirmed on 
Thursday, April 22nd!  The first session was last 
Sunday.  If your son or daughter has participated in 
the first year of Confirmation Preparation last year, 
please contact the Parish Office if you have not 
already been contacted and wish your child to be 
confirmed.  Schedules were sent by email and you 
can also find them on our parish calendar on the 
webpage.  These young people will explore the 
way that we are called to live our faith in the world 
today as disciples in mercy and love.  Please pray 
for our confirmandi as they are in the final 
preparation before receiving this sacrament.

First Holy 
Communion 

Preparation for First 
Communion and 
Reconciliation will begin 
with a Parent Meeting on 
Sunday, February 21st at 
10 am.  This will be a 
meeting for all children who will receive these 
sacraments this year.  Please contact our 
office if you do not receive an invitation to this 
important meeting by February 12th.  First 
Reconciliation will be Saturday, March 20th. 



Our Catholic Faith Appeal 
goal for 2021 is $290,000.

Please bear in mind that this new goal does 
not include the 2020 CFA shortfall of $77,000, 

for which we remain responsible 
for paying this year as well.

The Catholic Faith Appeal (CFA), is an opportunity 
for parishioners to support a variety of ministries, 
services and programs throughout our Diocese, as 
well as the needs of our Parishes. To make a gift or 
learn more about this important appeal, please visit 
the CFA website, www.dioceseofvenice.org/cfa.

Catholic Charities of the Diocese of Venice provides 
programs and services in locations within the Diocese 
of Venice. Food pantries and clothing banks provide 
vulnerable families, individuals and seniors with the 
necessities to get them through another week. 

Please prayerfully consider supporting the Annual 
Catholic Appeal with a pledge or one-time gift as your 
means allow. Your support is much needed and will 
be greatly appreciated!

 

 

Parish Leadership Guide 

 

Date
 Saturday, February 20

Location
 Bishop Verot High School 

 5598 Sunrise Dr.

 Ft. Myers, FL  33919

Time
 9:00 am - 3:00 pm

Register
 www.dioceseofvenice.org/adultconferences



 
        
 

Centering Prayer Introductory Program 
Saturday, February 13 via Zoom 

  (hosted by the Contemplative Outreach Sarasota/Bradenton branch) 
 
 

“For God alone my soul waits in silence, 
for my hope is from Him.” Psalm 62:5 

 
 
During these challenging times, Centering Prayer is a way to draw closer to God. It 
is a Christian form of meditation that serves as a method of movement into 
contemplative prayer, a way to open oneself to the Divine Presence and, through 
the healing of the Holy Spirit, to be of greater service to those around us. 
 
The benefits of Centering Prayer are experienced more in daily life than during 
the time of Centering Prayer: 
  

- We may find ourselves becoming more tolerant and less judgmental. 
- We may be able to come back into balance more easily after an emotional 

upset 
- A greater understanding of the needs of the human family emerges and 

leads us to respond with acts of mercy and compassion. 
 
When:  Saturday, Feb. 13, 2021: 8:45 am – 12:30 pm Eastern Time 
Where:  Online via Zoom 
Cost:   Free  
Hosted by:  Sarasota/Bradenton Contemplative Outreach Branch 
Registration/Information: For more information and registration please contact 
Bob Ferkenhoff at bferken@verizon.net or 941-350-6920. Please provide both 
your email and cell contact info so we can provide updates on the workshop. 
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Women’s Club
 
St. Thomas More Women’s Club Annual Membership form for 2020-2021 

Please complete our annual form so that we can update our member directory.  Thank you! 

Name ____________________________________________________________________________ 

Local Address ______________________________________________________________________ 

Local Landline Phone ___________________________ Cellphone ____________________________ 

Email Address ______________________________________________________________________ 

If relevant, Out-of-State Landline ________________________________________________________ 

Annual Dues are $20.  A check for annual dues can be mailed to:              
St. Thomas More Women’s Club      

2506 Gulf Gate Drive, Sarasota, FL 34231 

High School Scholarship Program
The Knights of Columbus Council 7826 of St. Thomas More Parish offers a high school 
scholarship program for children/grandchildren of parents/grandparents who are 
registered parishioners of St. Thomas More. Scholarships will be awarded for the school 
year beginning in August 2021 at Cardinal Mooney High School. There are currently 4 
scholarships available to be awarded in the amount of $1,000 each and one in the 
amount of $2,500.

Application form and guidelines are available at the Parish Office. The deadline for 
returning completed applications is May 14, 2021. Any questions should be directed to 
Dan Bulinski, Scholarship Committee Chairman, at danb6002@comcast.net.

Knights of Columbus

Centering Prayer is a way to draw closer to God. It is a Christian 
form of silent meditation that serves as a method of movement into 
contemplative prayer, a way to open oneself to the Divine Presence 
and, through the healing of the Holy Spirit, to be of greater service to 
those around us.  

Our Centering Prayer Groups are meeting weekly on Zoom:  
Thursdays from 10:30-11:30 am and 5:00-6:00 pm.  If you are interested in joining the Thursday morning 
group please contact Noreen Delaney at npolidoro@comcast.net or 941-228-1799

Please contact Bob Ferkenhoff at bferken@verizon.net or 941-350-6920 if you are interested in the Thursday 
evening group. 

Centering Prayer



Our parish has made the commitment this year to cover one day 
during the nationwide 40 Days for Life Spring campaign to pray 
peacefully outside the regional Planned Parenthood facility, 
located at 736 Central Avenue, Sarasota.  Sign up for one hour 
of prayer on St. Thomas More’s Commitment Day, Thursday, 
March 25, 7:00 am -7:00 pm. 

Please sign up by calling or emailing:  Brian and Maureen 
Harkins at 908-451-7454; bjharkins1@gmail.com or Neil 
Corrado at 941-586-3060; lamb1anc2@verizon.net or via the 
link: https://www.40daysforlife.com/sarasota.  

 



*MUST be residents of Sarasota County, Florida who have been out of high school for three or more years with 
serious financial circumstances that prohibited them from pursuing their educational objectives;
*Non-traditional students usually possess one of the following characteristics:  delayed enrollment into post 
secondary education; independent status for financial aid; have dependents other than a spouse; are single 
parents; attend college part-time; or work full-time;
*Completion of application and financial needs assessment ( FAFSA );
*Motivation to use this opportunity to obtain the credentials necessary to advance in a specific career track, which 
must be described in a clearly articulated career plan included in the application;
*Acceptance into an accredited college, university or vocational program;
*Academic performance.

To find out more : www.ccfdioceseofvenice.org/scholarships

Safe Environment Training - As part of the Safe Environment Program, the Diocese of Venice requires that 
all employees and those volunteers who work with children and/or vulnerable adults be fingerprinted and 
trained in Safe Environment prior to beginning employment or volunteering. Visit www.dioceseofvenice.org/
safeenvironment for further information. 

Report Any Abuse against minors to the Florida Department of Children and Families at 800-962-2873. To 
report abuse by Diocesan personnel or volunteers also notify the Diocesan Victims Assistance Coordinator, 
Susan Benton, at 941-416-6114. 

St. Vincent de Paul Thrift Store  
2711 Mall Drive in Gulf Gate

Bargain shop and know that money received at the 
store benefit the poor among us. On the advertiser 
page of this bulletin is a discount coupon for 
purchases. Store hours:  Wednesday - Saturday 
10 am - 5 pm; Saturday 10- 5 pm.  

Volunteer helpers are needed.   If you are interested, 
please come in during store hours to fill out an 
application.  Masks are required.

Sanctuary Candle 

If you would like to have an intention for the 
sanctuary candle, located in the  church, please 
contact Mary at marym@stthomasmoresrq.org. 



 For ad info. call 1-800-477-4574 • www.4lpi.com 16-0413

LET US PLACE YOUR AD HERE.

If the final resting place for your loved one is in another state, we can accommodate this need.Frank Burns, Family Service Counselor

Robert Toale & Sons Funeral Home
At Palms Memorial Park

941.371.4962
170 Honore Avenue
Sarasota, FL 34232

www.palmsmemorial.com

At Wiegand Chapel
941.921.5755

7454 South Tamiami Trail
Sarasota, FL 34231

www.wiegandbrothers.com

Veteran Preplanning Discount Available
Serving Your Funeral Home & Cemetery Needs

Throughout Sarasota & Manatee Counties Robert Toale Family

6612 Gateway Ave Sarasota, FL 34231
www.GulfGateRealty.com

THIS SPACE IS

Your GULF GATE, GULF GATE EAST and GULF GATE WOODS 
Specialist for 26 years!

941-320-1070 | DebbieHeringRealty.com
8586 Potter Park Dr. #100 • Sarasota, FL 34238-5439

Debbie Hering
Broker/Owner

PARISHIONER

Rita Champlin
Exclusive Buyer’s Agent

PARISHIONER

GULF GATE AREA / SARASOTA

Contact Greg Maurer to place an ad today! 
gmaurer@4Lpi.com or (941) 243-3206

BERKSHIRE TRAVEL ANNOUNCES:
 - Athens and the Greek Isles on Windstar August 23, 2020
 - Land Tour of Poland to Prague September 11, 2020
 - Rome and a Windsurf sail to Barcelona, October 25, 2021

Escorted by Father Don Henry: hk8655@aol.com
Or call Berkshire at 800-223-3884

 Charles Wines
 Realtor®, NAR, FAR, RASAM
 Your Real Estate Agent
 941-221-1359
 Selling? Call for Free Market Analysis
 Buying? Let me work hard for you
 to find your new dream home
 U.S. Navy Veteran • Honorary Lifetime MemberParishioner

newdoorre.com

“Turning Houses into Homes for Over 20 Years!”
Interiors • Exteriors • Dry Wall & Repair Work

Matthew Kennedy - Head of Fla operations
407-627-8806

Quality Work at a Fair price

Spreadmaster Painting Inc.
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CATHRYN GIRARD
 VA Accredited
 Elder Law Attorney
 Wills & Trusts - Probate
 Advance Health Care Directives
	 VA	Benefits	&	Social	Security

 893-7533
 www.cgirardlaw.comHouse Calls Made

7 Convenient Sarasota Locations
www.dgacehardware.com

MRI • CT • PET/CT • DEXA • 3D Mammography
Nuclear Medicine • Fluoroscopy • X-Ray

Interventional Radiology

941-342-7283 • raverad.com
parishioner Phillip Mihm, M.D.

A PERSONALIZED APPROACH TO ASSIST YOU WITH YOUR GOAL OF A SECURE RETIREMENT

Integrity Wealth Management is registered as an investment adviser with the State of Florida. Integrity Wealth Management only transacts business in 
states where it is properly registered, or is excluded or exempted from registration requirements. Registration with the State of Florida does not constitute an 

endorsement of the firm by the state nor does it indicate that the adviser has attained a particular level of skill or ability.

LET US PLACE YOUR AD HERE.

941-366-7676 | www.aquaplumbingsarasota.com
8283 Vico Ct. • Sarasota

Estate Planning • Medicaid or VA Planning
Probate • Business Law • Equine Law

Civil Litigation • Construction Law
Real Estate Law • Bankruptcy

8592 Potter Park Drive, Suite 150, Sarasota, FL 34238
Tel: 941-315-2114 | www.robleslawpa.com

ASSISTED LIVING | RESPITE | DAY PROGRAMMING

Stop in to meet our new energetic staff. 
Call for a tour of Savannah Grand, Sarasota’s 

favorite boutique style Assisted Living Community.
We can’t wait to see you.

941.927.0404
7130 Beneva Road • Sarasota
SavannahGrandSarasota.com

THIS SPACE IS
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Dr. Charles Liott

Experience in Treating:
 • Arthritis • Car Accidents • Work Injuries
 • Joint Problems • Numbness & • Neck, Back,
 • Leg & Hip Pain • Tingling  & Shoulder
 • Headaches • Arm Pain  Pain

923-2567 | LiottBackandNeckCenter.com
2477 Stickney Point Rd., Suite 202A • Sarasota

 Dutch Valley Restaurant
 Breakfast • Lunch • Dinner
 Open 7am Until 9pm
 6721 South Tamiami Trail
 Sarasota, FL 34231
 924-1770 • 922-7586Sarasota’s Family Diner

“The Tax Professional Other Tax Professionals Call For Advice”
Individuals • Businesses • Corporations • Partnerships

RANCOURT & RANCOURT, INC.
Dave Rancourt, EA, ABA, ATA, CEP, CSA, EFS

ENROLLED TO PRACTICE BEFORE THE INTERNAL REVENUE SERVICE

7261 Bee Ridge Road, Sarasota, FL 34241
E-mail: Dave@Rancourt.com  Fax: 941-378-5525

941-378-4664

 Mary Kay Cosmetics
 Mary Taylor Parishioner
 Independent Beauty Consultant
 361-676-1408
 www.marykay.com/mtaylor3

 David M. Bracciano, D.O.
 Dermatology & Facial Plastic Surgery

 8430 Cooper Creek Blvd., Suite 102
 University Park, FL 34201

 Tel 941.360.2255
 www.braccianodermatology.com Board Certified

windomallergy.com | 927.4888

food allergy • cough • eczema
hives • drug allergy

Sarasota Hearing Center, Inc.
 “Experience You Can Trust”
 FREE CONSULTATIONS
 Hearing Testing, Hearing Aids
 Dr. Susan M. Schnack
 Board Certified Audiologist
 Parishioner
	 5455	Fruitville	Road	•Sarasota,	FL	34232
	 (941)	341-9444	
	 www.SarasotaHearing.com

An Accident and Injury Law Firm
Committed To Justice, Inspired By You

 Jo-Ann Pulice
 Timothy M. Farrow
 Parishioners

Phone: 941-924-0993 • Toll Free: 888-300-0993
WWW.FARROWPULICELAW.COM

sarasota • bradenton • venice • englewood • port charlotte

 Joseph L. Najmy
 Wills & Trusts
 941.907.3999
 jnajmy@najmythompson.com

2881 Clark Rd.
Sarasota

FINE DINING

CHEF TABLES AVAILABLE
UNCORK & UNWIND

- Nightly Specials -  Seafood, Lamb, Veal, B.Y.O.B.
RESERVATIONS ONLY 941-923-7002

WE SPECIALIZE INWE SPECIALIZE IN
MOLD & WATER REMEDIATIONMOLD & WATER REMEDIATION

CARPET CLEANINGCARPET CLEANING
Air DuctsAir Ducts||Tile & GroutTile & Grout

Smoke DamageSmoke Damage||UpholsteryUpholstery||DrapesDrapes

  24/7 EMERGENCY SERVICES24/7 EMERGENCY SERVICES
 Contact Us: 941.488.0000  Contact Us: 941.488.0000 || gcccfl.com gcccfl.com

 Kim & Vi Klee
 (941) 400-8922 (Kim’s Cell)
 (941) 993-8432 (Vi’s Cell)

 kim@kimandviklee.com
                           vi@kimandviklee.com
  www.kimandviklee.net

Parishioners
Call Us! Full Time - Full Service

Call for a FREE Market Evaluation

-- --

MARK 
LYDA, MBA
Professional 
REALTOR®

Diocese of Venice Music 
Ministry Volunteer

CELL:

941.586.2670
EMAIL:

Mark@GenerousProperty.com

WEB:
www.mark.generousproperty.com

THIS SPACE IS


