
Fourth  Sunday in Advent - December 19, 2021

2506 Gulf Gate Drive, Sarasota  FL  34231     941-923-1691     www.stthomasmoresrq.org
We are a welcoming Catholic community devoted to living out and celebrating God’s Word and Sacraments by connecting people to Christ through faith, love and ministry.

Weekdays: 8:00 am Mass   Saturday: 8:00 am, 4:00 pm, Masses; confessions at 3:00 pm    Sunday: 8:00 am, 10:00 am, 12 noon Masses

Office hours:  Monday-Friday 8:30 am-4:30 pm; closed for lunch: 12:00-1:00 pm         



LITURGY OF THE WORD

Responsorial, Psalm 80/85                  Marty Haugen © 1988 1994, Gia Pub. Inc. 

Gospel Acclamation (Stand)    Behold, I am the handmaid of the Lord. May it be done to me according to your word.

Gospel and Homily

For those with hearing aids: the church is equipped 
with the HEARING LOOP technology.

Gathering Song                                         Christ, Be Our Light                         © 1993, Bernadette Farrell  OCP Pub. All rights Rreserved



General Intercessions                                       Response:   Lord, hear our prayer.

LITURGY OF THE EUCHARIST
Preparation Hymn                                   Find Us Ready              Tom Booth
   

10:00 am Choir:           My Soul Glorifi es the Lord                                             David Foley                 
Noon Choir:          Breath of Heaven               Eaton, Amy Grant, Arr. Larson

PLEASE KNEEL or BE SEATED during the EUCHARISTIC PRAYER.

Preface Acclamation

Profession of Faith  (Apostles’ Creed)

I believe in God, the Father almighty, Creator of heaven and earth, and in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our 
Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 
crucified, died and was buried; he descended into hell; on the third day he rose again from the dead; he 
ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty; from there he will come to 
judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the 
resurrection of the body, and life everlasting. Amen.



Memorial Acclamation  

The Great Amen

Lamb of God
Agnus Dei, qui tollis peccata mundi, miserere nobis.
Agnus Dei, qui tollis peccata mundi, miserere nobis.
Agnus Dei, qui tollis peccata mundi, dona nobis pacem.

The Priests request that all of our Faithful return to their seats after receiving the  Holy Eucharist for silent refl ection 
and thanksgiving.  The celebration of Mass is not complete until the Presider has given the Final Blessing.

Communion Hymn                              Let us Break Bread Together            
   

             Hail Mary, Gentle Woman                   Carey Landry © 1975, 1978 OCP Pub.

Hail Mary, full of grace, the Lord is with you. 
Blessed are you among women and blest the fruit of your womb, Jesus.

Holy Mary, Mother of God, pray of us sinners, 
now and at the hour of death. Amen.

Refrain, next page

American folk hymn; harm. David Hurd, b. 1950         Communion Hymn                              Let us Break Bread Together
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Recessional        Soon and Very Soon                Andrae Crouch



Saturday  8:00 am  Fr. Lawton +Celia Starzynski
  
  4:00 pm  Fr. Gordon +Rose & Charles Giganti

Sunday  8:00am  Fr. Lawton +Mary Jane Albritton
    
 10:00am  Fr. Gordon +Mike & Mary Banovich

 12noon  Fr. Lawton +Salvatore DeAngelis

Monday  8:00am  Fr. Gordon +Rita Plankey Lemole

Tuesday  8:00am  Fr. Lawton +Fractis Pirog  +Carol Pirog

Wednesday 8:00am  Fr. Gordon +Zolton Torok

Thursday   8:00am   Fr. Lawton +Mary Taff

Friday  8:00am  Fr. Roger
  3:00 pm  Fr. Lawton
  5:00 pm  Fr. Adrian
                  10:00 pm Fr. Gordon    
       
Saturday  10:00am Fr. Lawton
  12:00pm Fr. Gordon    

Sunday  8:00am  Fr. Roger STM Families
    
 10:00am  Fr. Lawton STM Families

 12noon  Fr. Gordon STM Families

Mass Intentions  Dec. 18-26
Fr. Gordon Zanetti, Pastor    
  frgordon@stthomasmoresrq.org
Fr. Lawton Lang, Parochial Vicar  
  frlawton@stthomasmoresrq.org
Alejandro Giraldo-Roldan, Diocesan Seminarian
  alejandro@stthomasmoresrq.org
Alex Dilan, Organist & Music Director  
  alex@stthomasmoresrq.org
Mary Homola, Parish Life Coordinator  
  maryh@stthomasmoresrq.org
John & Lucy Koitsch, Sacristans  
  sacristan@stthomasmoresrq.org
Rick Morgan, Business Manager/Accountant
  rick@stthomasmoresrq.org
Robbie Anderson, Director of Religious Education
  robbie@stthomasmoresrq.org
Mary Maxwell, Administrative Assistant 
  marym@stthomasmoresrq.org
Kelly Noro, Administrative Assistant
  Kelly@stthomasmoresrq.org 
Ramon Alvero, Maintenance Supervisor   
  ramon@stthomasmoresrq.org
Luis Somodevilla, Maintenance      
  luiss@stthomasmoresrq.org

Parish Staff 

This week’s needs:   

  • Spam   
  • white rice  
  • cooking oil    
  • Hamberger Helper

Drop off of your generous donations in the 
designated white bins at the Parish Offi ce or 
Church Narthex.  We cannot take “supersized” 
items.

The Tabernacle Candle is lighted this 
week in loving memory of

the Sambor family; 
given by Tom & Susan Culliton

St. Thomas More Parishioners, 
Living & deceased

St. Thomas More Parishioners, 
Living & deceased

The Parish Office will be closed on 
Friday, December 24 through 

Monday, December 27.  
We will reopen on 

Tuesday, December 28 at 8:30 am.



Today’s readings: Micah 5:1–4a; Psalm 80:2–3, 15–16, 
18–19; Hebrews 10:5–10; Luke 1:39–45. In the season of 
Advent, we look to those who watched and waited for Jesus 
when he first came into the world. The people of Israel, who 
first heard the words of the prophets, were waiting. The 
prophets spoke God’s Word to them and gave them hope. 
They described the one who would come and the kingdom 
he would bring. Micah says his greatness extends to the ends 
of the earth.

Mary waited for the messiah throughout her early life. 
But she waited for Jesus in a way unique to her. When she 
was invited to be part of this completely new thing God was 
doing, she said yes with her whole heart. And then she set out.

Elizabeth’s words to Mary communicate something 
important. “Blessed are you who believed that what was 
spoken to you by the Lord would be fulfilled.” Mary is 
blessed because she knew that God was a keeper of prom-
ises. As we wait in hope, we can meditate on this truth. Take 
some time to think about what we hope for. We often worry 
about the conditions of the world. The weight of its broken-
ness can be hard to bear. But God keeps promises. In the 
words of the prophets and in the life of Jesus, a new possi-
bility is revealed. Take some time today to meditate on the 
possibility of a world filled with God’s love, governed by 
justice and peace to the ends of the earth.

Sunday, December 19, 2021
Blessed Are You Who Believed

Keeper of Promises
Father, 
you keep your promises
to Sarah, to Hannah,
to Elizabeth, to Mary,
to your people Israel.
You have promised to heal the world

and to fill it with your love
like water fills the sea.
Help us to wait in hope.
Give us food for the journey
that our eyes might see your salvation.
Through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Fourth Sunday of Advent



© 2021 Liturgy Training Publications. 800-933-1800. Text by Kathryn Ball-Boruff. Illustrated by John McCoy. Scripture 
quotations are from the New American Bible, revised edition. Permission to publish granted by the Archdiocese of Chicago.

This Week at Home
Monday, December 20
Nothing Impossible
“Nothing will be impossible for God.” It is easy to be dis-
couraged when confronting a struggle. People have cried out 
to God throughout salvation history, longing to heal the bro-
kenness in their lives and in the world. God’s solution came 
in a way beyond their comprehension: God coming to experi-
ence human life and thereby redeem it. Consider illustrating 
this Gospel passage or copying the Scripture. While you are 
reflecting, meditate on these words: “Nothing will be impos-
sible for God.” What are the seeming impossibilities in your 
life? Where might God provide solutions beyond your imag-
ination? Today’s readings: Isaiah 7:10–14; Psalm 24:1–2, 
3–4ab, 5–6; Luke 1:26–38.

Tuesday, December 21
The Visitation
Imagine yourself alongside the newly pregnant Mary as she 
goes “in haste” across eighty miles of rough terrain, seeking 
out someone also experiencing a miraculous pregnancy. 
What did she see, hear, and think about as she was walking? 
We know that John the Baptist leapt for joy within his mother 
at the sound of Mary’s voice. What do you think Elizabeth 
felt when John leapt for joy? Today’s readings: Song of Songs 
2:8–14 or Zephaniah 3:14–18a; Psalm 33:2–3, 11–12, 
20–21; Luke 1:39–45.

Wednesday, December 22
He Has Lifted Up the Lowly
Mary proclaims the Magnificat, her song of praise to God, in 
Luke 1:46–56. Copy the Scripture. Which words particularly 
speak to you? While reading the Scriptures, we see how God 
has acted in history. This can help us to see what God is 
doing today. How do you see God acting as Mary proclaims? 
Today’s readings: 1 Samuel 1:24–28; 1 Samuel 2:1, 4–8; 
Luke 1:46–56.

Thursday, December 23
Great Mercy
In today’s Gospel, the birth of John is described as “the Lord 
had shown his great mercy toward” Elizabeth. When have 
you experienced God’s mercy? God kept the promise 
to Elizabeth, and in doing so, kept the promise of the proph-
ets of old, that one would come who would prepare the 
way of the Lord. Today’s readings: Malachi 3:1–4, 23–24; 
Psalm 25:4–5ab, 8–9, 10, 14; Luke 1:57–66.

Friday, December 24
Nativity Scene
Laying out a Nativity can be a contemplative experience. 
If you have already set up a Nativity, spend some time sitting 
before it in silent prayer. What do you notice? Did you know 
that St. Francis of Assisi put together the first Nativity? 
Nativities have helped Christians to pray about the incarna-
tion for hundreds of years. Today’s readings: Morning: 
2 Samuel 7:1–5, 8b–12, 14a, 16; Psalm 89:2–3, 4–5, 27, 29; 
Luke 1:67–79.

Saturday, December 25
Joy to the World!
Today we celebrate the incarnation, God becoming human 
that we might share in God’s divine life. We might wonder 
why God would choose to become something so vulnerable 
as a new baby. Why would God want to enter into the human 
condition, with all its limitations? Why would God enter into 
a world with sadness and suffering, and death? He came to 
open the way to a new possibility: a kingdom marked by jus-
tice, peace, and life. God’s love is more than anything we can 
imagine, and God’s will is for us to live in that love. Today’s 
readings: Night: Isaiah 9:1–6; Psalm 96:1–2, 2–3, 11–12, 
13; Titus 2:11–14; Luke 2:1–14 ; Dawn: Isaiah 62:11–12; 
Psalm 97:1, 6, 11–12; Titus 3:4–7; Luke 2:15–20; Day: 
Isaiah 52:7–10; Psalm 89:2–3, 4–5, 27, 29; Hebrews 1:1–6; 
John 1:1–18 or 1:1–5, 9–14.



Friday, December 24, Christmas Eve
  3:00 pm Mass

  5:00 pm Mass
10:00 pm Mass 

(preceded by ChristmasCarols at 9:30 pm)

Saturday, December 25, Christmas Day
10:00 am Mass
12:00 pm Mass

There will no 4:00 pm Vigil Mass on Saturday, December 25.

An Advent Prayer
God, Christmas is coming and so I am sharing with you a list 
of things that I want this year.  No, I am not confusing you with 
Santa Claus - these are the things I really need:

• Time away from all the shopping ads.
• The silence to simply be with the mystery of your Son.
• Eyes to see how I can be of service to the poor.
• A little more time to be with my family and friends.
• Regular reminders that Jesus was poor and spent his life 
  serving the poor.

Lord, I thank you for all you have given me and ask that you 
show me ways I can serve others this season.  In the name 
of your loving Son, Jesus  - Amen.

Keep us focused, dear Jesus, on all that 
you call us to be this Christmas season.



Prayers 
for
Christmas 

Let us just for a moment, Lord, hold this time in our hearts.  
It is about mysteries and gratitude, unknowing and wrong sizes, 

snippets of ribbon and screams of delight.  
Help us to remember the immense love you have for each of us in this room.  

With each gift that is opened, no matter how perfect or not, 
let us feel again the many ways you gift us each day, 

especially with your presence in our hearts and the presence of each other in our lives. Amen.

God of all gifts, we thank you for the many ways you have  blessed us this day.  
We are grateful each of those who are gathered around this table.  

We ask you to bless us and our food and to bless those we love who are not with us today.  
In our gratitude and love, we remember your humble birth into our lives and pray

 for those who are are without enough to eat.  
We remember the stable in which you were born and pray for those who have no place to live.  

We remember your challenging message of caring and giving and we pray for peace
 in families and nations throughout the world.  

We bless you and give you thanks in your Spirit 
who brings our hearts to life this Christmas Day and forever.  Amen.

It was St. Francis of Assisi who first popularized the Christmas manger. 
Wanting to see how Christ was born with his own eyes, 

he had a stable and some images made before Christmas 
and then invited his neighbors and friends to come and join him at his "Bethlehem."

As we look on our manger, may the Christmas story unfold before our eyes, too.

O God, whose mighty Son was born in Bethlehem those days long ago, 
lead us to that same poor place, where Mary laid her tiny Child. 

And as we look on in wonder and praise, make us welcome him in all new life, 
see him in the poor, and care for his handiwork the earth, the sky and the sea. 

O God, bless us again in your great love. 
We pray for this through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Prayer before opening gifts... 

Prayer before Christmas dinner...  

Prayer before the Nativity...  
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St. Thomas More & The Catholic Community Foundation of Southwest Florida 

QUALIFIED CHARITABLE DISTRIBUTION/IRA CHARITABLE ROLLOVER 

Save on Taxes & Make a Greater Impact 

You can... 

Key benefits 

• Distribute up to $100,000 in a calendar year from your IRA directly to St. Thomas More, 
the Catholic Community Foundation and/or Catholic Schools or other Ministries, tax free 

• If your spouse has a separate IRA, he or she can also make a QCD  
• Transfer your full RMD or only a portion of it 
• Decide each year if and/or how much of your RMD to use 
• Pledge to use the IRA Rollover for a number of years or use the Rollover to fulfill a pre-

existing pledge 
• Support multiple charities 

• Entitles you to tax benefits without requiring you to itemize your deductions 
• The distribution counts towards your required minimum distribution 
• The distribution is not included in the income on which your federal income taxes will be based (thus 

reducing your taxable income) 
• Because the distribution is tax free, you can increase your giving without costing you one additional penny 

If you are of the age that you have to take a required minimum distribution (RMD) from your IRA, did you 
know that you can transfer up to $100,000 each year directly to a qualified charity like St. Thomas More, the 
Catholic Community Foundation, Catholic Schools or other Catholic Programs or Ministries?  By rolling over 
your IRA distribution directly to a qualified charity, it qualifies as your RMD and you avoid having to include 
the distribution as taxable income.  Prior to 2020, individuals were required to take RMDs beginning in the 
year in which they turned 70½.  Beginning in 2020, however, the new age at which RMDs must start is 72.  
Despite the delay in the starting age for RMDs, individuals can still make Qualified Charitable Distributions 
(QCDs) from their IRAs as early as age 70½. 



How does a Qualified Charitable Distribution work? 

Fast facts 
• Maximum amount is $100,000 per calendar year for each individual 
• Distribution must be made directly to a qualified charity 
• Counts towards your required minimum distribution, but not towards your taxable income 
• Can support multiple charities 

Let’s talk 

The Catholic Community Foundation was 
established in 2004 to help donors create lasting 
Catholic Legacies by working with them to provide 
long-term support and sustainability to the 
programs and entities about which they care most. 

The Catholic Community Foundation offers a way to 
leave a legacy uniquely aligned with Catholic values 
and beliefs.  Additionally, the Foundation invests funds 
in accordance with the United States Conference of 
Catholic Bishops guidelines for Socially Responsible 
Investments. 

1000 Pinebrook Rd  |  Venice, FL 34285  |  941.441.1124  |  www.ccfdioceseofvenice.org 

About Us Why Us 

 

DONORS 

Pay $1,000 Income Taxes 

Option 1:  Receive Your Required Minimum Distribution, then make your donation 

IRA 
$10,000 

Required Min. 
Distribution 

Make $9,000 Donation 

DONORS 

Pay No Income Taxes 

IRA 

$10,000 Qualified Charitable Distribution 

Make $10,000 Donation 

Option 2:  Make a Qualified Charitable Distribution Directly to Charity or Charities 

DONORSIRA

$10,000 Qualified Charitable Distribution

X 
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If the final resting place for your loved one is in another state, we can accommodate this need.Frank Burns, Family Service Counselor

Robert Toale & Sons Funeral Home
At Palms Memorial Park

941.371.4962
170 Honore Avenue
Sarasota, FL 34232

www.palmsmemorial.com

At Wiegand Chapel
941.921.5755

7454 South Tamiami Trail
Sarasota, FL 34231

www.wiegandbrothers.com

Veteran Preplanning Discount Available
Serving Your Funeral Home & Cemetery Needs

Throughout Sarasota & Manatee Counties Robert Toale Family

6612 Gateway Ave Sarasota, FL 34231
www.GulfGateRealty.com

Your GULF GATE, GULF GATE EAST and GULF GATE WOODS 
Specialist for 26 years!

941-320-1070 | DebbieHeringRealty.com
8586 Potter Park Dr. #100 • Sarasota, FL 34238-5439

Debbie Hering
Broker/Owner

PARISHIONER

Rita Champlin
Exclusive Buyer’s Agent

PARISHIONER

GULF GATE AREA / SARASOTA

Contact Greg Maurer to place an ad today! 
gmaurer@4Lpi.com or (941) 243-3206

“Turning Houses into Homes for Over 20 Years!”
Interiors • Exteriors • Dry Wall & Repair Work

Matthew Kennedy - Head of Fla operations
407-627-8806

Quality Work at a Fair price

Spreadmaster Painting Inc.

LET US PLACE YOUR AD HERE.

Joan McGinnJoan McGinn
Parishioner
Pet/House Sitting
Loving, Trustworthy,
Dependable Care for
your Dogs or Cats.

941-321-2559
Please Call or Text

An Amazing Coffee
and Ice Cream Shop

Run by people with intellectual and
developmental disabilities

1534 State Street • Sarasota, FL 34236
(941) 217-6449 | RISEANDNYES.COM 

Roxanne Holahan
RN, Reiki Master

Aromatherapy Specialist
Sarasota FL | 941.735.9646

Fabulous spOils
Call today to schedule your Reiki 

session and Essential Oil Experience
Dog & People Therapy 

Stress Reduction
Reduced Anxiety • Relieves Pain

Relieves Feelings of Isolation
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7 Convenient Sarasota Locations
www.dgacehardware.com

A PERSONALIZED APPROACH TO ASSIST YOU WITH YOUR GOAL OF A SECURE RETIREMENT

Integrity Wealth Management is registered as an investment adviser with the State of Florida. Integrity Wealth Management only transacts business in 
states where it is properly registered, or is excluded or exempted from registration requirements. Registration with the State of Florida does not constitute an 

endorsement of the firm by the state nor does it indicate that the adviser has attained a particular level of skill or ability.

LET US PLACE YOUR AD HERE.

941-366-7676 | www.aquaplumbingsarasota.com
8283 Vico Ct. • Sarasota

Estate Planning • Medicaid or VA Planning
Probate • Business Law • Equine Law

Civil Litigation • Construction Law
Real Estate Law • Bankruptcy

8592 Potter Park Drive, Suite 150, Sarasota, FL 34238
Tel: 941-315-2114 | www.robleslawpa.com

THIS SPACE IS

While You’re Out 
Professional House Cleaning-Insured/Bonded

Call Suzanne Meyer for a free estimate

941-718-8661

We carry good better and best products for your eyes

Only Eyes Optical & Boutique
6541 Superior Ave • Sarasota, FL 34231

941-444-7984 | www.onlyeyesopticalboutique.com
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Dr. Charles Liott

Experience in Treating:
 • Arthritis • Car Accidents • Work Injuries
 • Joint Problems • Numbness & • Neck, Back,
 • Leg & Hip Pain • Tingling  & Shoulder
 • Headaches • Arm Pain  Pain

923-2567 | LiottBackandNeckCenter.com
2477 Stickney Point Rd., Suite 202A • Sarasota

 Dutch Valley Restaurant
 Breakfast • Lunch • Dinner
 Open 7am Until 9pm
 6721 South Tamiami Trail
 Sarasota, FL 34231
 924-1770 • 922-7586Sarasota’s Family Diner

“The Tax Professional Other Tax Professionals Call For Advice”
Individuals • Businesses • Corporations • Partnerships

RANCOURT & RANCOURT, INC.
Dave Rancourt, EA, ABA, ATA, CEP, CSA, EFS

ENROLLED TO PRACTICE BEFORE THE INTERNAL REVENUE SERVICE

7261 Bee Ridge Road, Sarasota, FL 34241
E-mail: Dave@Rancourt.com  Fax: 941-378-5525

941-378-4664

 Mary Kay Cosmetics
 Mary Taylor Parishioner
 Independent Beauty Consultant
 361-676-1408
 www.marykay.com/mtaylor3

 David M. Bracciano, D.O.
 Dermatology & Facial Plastic Surgery

 8430 Cooper Creek Blvd., Suite 102
 University Park, FL 34201

 Tel 941.360.2255
 www.braccianodermatology.com Board Certified

windomallergy.com | 927.4888

food allergy • cough • eczema
hives • drug allergy

Sarasota Hearing Center, Inc.
 “Experience You Can Trust”
 FREE CONSULTATIONS
 Hearing Testing, Hearing Aids
 Dr. Susan M. Schnack
 Board Certified Audiologist
 Parishioner
	 5455	Fruitville	Road	•Sarasota,	FL	34232
	 (941)	341-9444	
	 www.SarasotaHearing.com

An Accident and Injury Law Firm
Committed To Justice, Inspired By You

 Jo-Ann Pulice
 Timothy M. Farrow
 Parishioners

Phone: 941-924-0993 • Toll Free: 888-300-0993
WWW.FARROWPULICELAW.COM

sarasota • bradenton • venice • englewood • port charlotte

 Joseph L. Najmy
 Wills & Trusts
 941.907.3999
 jnajmy@najmythompson.com

 Kim & Vi Klee
 (941) 400-8922 (Kim’s Cell)
 (941) 993-8432 (Vi’s Cell)

 kim@kimandviklee.com
                           vi@kimandviklee.com
  www.kimandviklee.net

Parishioners
Call Us! Full Time - Full Service

Call for a FREE Market Evaluation

MARK 
LYDA, MBA
Professional 
REALTOR®

Diocese of Venice Music 
Ministry Volunteer

CELL:

941.586.2670
EMAIL:

Mark@GenerousProperty.com

WEB:
www.mark.generousproperty.com

Dermatology
Skin Cancer
Laser, Botox
and Hair/Nail
Disorders

1952 Field Road
Sarasota, Florida 34231
www.dermatologyexperts.com 941.926.7546

 J Morgan Gail Fowler Jameson Pawlik 
O’Donoghue, MD PA-C PA-C

 Veronica Ronnie Caron   BROKER/OWNER 

Parishioner, Founding member STM

GRI, SRES, SRS, ILHM, NAR, FAR, RASAM 
 

 CARON REALTY, INC. 

412 N. Tamiami Trail Osprey, FL 34275 

941-925-3300.RONNIEC@VERIZON.NET 

49 YEARS IN REAL ESTATE IN SARASOTA

(941) 355-5400
“Call The Professionals”


