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DEAR FRIENDS, 

This weekend we celebrate Mother’s Day. I would 

like first of all to wish a happy feast day to all the 

mothers. Something that strikes me about this feast  

is the cultural shock that comes with it. In my 

Congolese culture, we call every woman “Maman” 

out of respect, child or senior, married or single, 

with child or childless indistinctively. So, please bear  

with me. When I wish a “Happy Mother’s Day” to 

every female person, it is both out of respect and in 

recognition for the dignity of and the sacrifices 

women accept in fulfilling their ministries with 

motherly hearts. 

In our daily life, we all are tempted to find solace in 

different places and around many people. These 

choices can lead us either to some kind of peace or 

even to the worst. And we happen to regret those 

choices. Today, Christ reminds us where true peace 

and comfort are, namely in and with Him. Because 

he is love! He invites us to remain in His love 

because in Him and with him there is no deception.  

When Christ invites us to remain in him, the risk 

would be to understand it as being besides him or 

as simple companionship. Rather, Christ calls us to 

life of communion with Him. This communion leads 

us to St. Paul’s confession that “this present life, it is 

no longer I who live but Christ living in me, within 

me…” Thus, the intimate communion to which we 

are invited goes beyond simple feelings; it is a call to 

everlasting desire for communion in love. The 

consequence of such communion is the experience 

of the joy that flows from the love God has for us 

and the one we are meant to show for one another 

as proof of the life of Christ within us. Our joy will 

be complete only in so far as we love the way Christ  

loves us, namely, to be able to lay down our own 

lives for the sake of others.  

But what does it mean for us to lay down our life for  

the sake of others? The experience of martyrdom, 

which means bearing witness, calls us first of all to 

see Christ present in each person in front of us. 

Once we get to that level of identifying Christ with 

every person we see, we will then strive to be able 

to act towards them in the very same we would 

have acted towards Christ. This is how we can bear 

fruit that will remain, that is to leave a positive 

impact or imprint in the lives of those who happen 

to encounter us. 

As we offer our prayers for all mothers, living and 

deceased, and thank God for the blessing of Jesus 

Christ who strengthens us as we remain in Him, let 

us continue to pray for one another and for our 

parish family. 

Fr. Emery 

QUERIDOS AMIGOS, 

Este fin de semana celebramos el Día de la Madre. 

En primer lugar, quisiera desear una feliz fiesta a 

todas las madres. Algo que me sorprende de esta 

fiesta es el choque cultural que la acompaña. En mi 

cultura congoleña, llamamos “maman” a toda 

mujer por respeto, sea niña o mayor, casada o 

soltera, con hijos o sin hijos indistintamente. Así 

que por favor tengan paciencia conmigo. Cuando le 

deseo un "Feliz Día de la Madre" a toda mujer, es 

tanto por respeto como en reconocimiento a la 

dignidad y los sacrificios que las mujeres aceptan al 

cumplir sus ministerios con un corazón maternal. 

En nuestra vida diaria, todos tenemos la tentación 

de encontrar consuelo en diferentes lugares y 

alrededor de muchas personas. Estas elecciones 

pueden llevarnos a algún tipo de paz o incluso a lo 

peor. Y resulta que lamentamos esas elecciones. 

Hoy, Cristo nos recuerda dónde están la verdadera 

paz y consuelo, es decir, en Él y con Él. ¡Porque es 

amor! Nos invita a permanecer en su amor porque 

en él y con él no hay engaño. 

Cuando Cristo nos invita a permanecer en él, el 

riesgo sería entenderlo como estar junto a él o 

como simple compañía. Más bien, Cristo nos llama 

a una vida de comunión con él. Esta comunión nos 

lleva a la confesión de San Pablo de que “esta vida 

presente, ya no soy yo quien vive, sino Cristo 

viviendo en mí, dentro de mí…” Así, la comunión 

íntima a la que estamos invitados va más allá de los 

simples sentimientos; es una llamada al deseo 

eterno de comunión en el amor. La consecuencia 

de tal comunión es la experiencia del gozo que 

fluye del amor que Dios tiene por nosotros y el que 

debemos mostrarnos unos a otros como prueba de 

la vida de Cristo en nosotros. Nuestro gozo será 

completo solo en la medida en que amemos como 

Cristo nos ama, es decir, para poder dar nuestra 

propia vida por el bien de los demás. 

Pero, ¿qué significa para nosotros dar nuestra vida 

por el bien de los demás? La experiencia del 

martirio, que significa dar testimonio, nos llama 

ante todo a ver a Cristo presente en cada persona 

que tenemos delante. Una vez que lleguemos a ese 

nivel de identificar a Cristo con cada persona que 

veamos, nos esforzaremos por poder actuar hacia 

ellos de la misma manera que hubiéramos actuado 

hacia Cristo. Así es como podemos dar frutos que 

permanecerán, es decir, dejar un impacto positivo 

o una huella en la vida de quienes se encuentren 

con nosotros. 

Mientras ofrecemos nuestras oraciones por todas 

las madres, vivas y fallecidas, y agradecemos a Dios 

por la bendición de Jesucristo que nos fortalece 

mientras permanecemos en Él, continuemos 

orando los unos por los otros y por nuestra familia 

parroquial.  

P. Emery 

FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK... 
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6TH SUNDAY OF EASTER 

REFLECT 

FIRST READING 

In the home of the Gentile-believer, Cornelius, Peter 

revealed one of the most significant insights from the 

early Church: “In truth, I see that God shows no partiality.” 

Where do you see this message of unity needed today?  

SECOND READING 

John saw love at the very core of God’s divine identity. In 

fact, for John, “God is love.” For this reason, believers are 

called to love one another. How do you keep this virtue 

paramount in your life?  

GOSPEL READING 

During his farewell discourse, Jesus refers to his disciples 

as his “friends.” How often do you think of Jesus as your 

“friend?” 

 

 

MASS INTENTIONS 

SATURDAY, MAY 8 ACTS 16:1-10 /JN 15:18-21  

8:00 am  Guy Boissonneault 

4:00 pm † Kathy Wutkowski 

SUNDAY, MAY 9 ACTS 10:25-26, 34-35, 44-48/1 JN   4:7-10/

   JN 15:9-17   

8:00 am  Holy Cross Parishioners 

10:00 am  All Mothers Living & Deceased 

12:30 pm  All Mothers Living & Deceased 

MONDAY, MAY 10 ACTS 16:11-15/JN 15:26—16:4A  

8:00 am  Ivy Carnahan 

12:00 pm † Isabella “Betty” Neidrich 

TUESDAY, MAY 11 ACTS 16:22-34/JN 16:5-11  

8:00 am † Maria Cartagena 

12:00 pm † Betty Pierotti 

WEDNESDAY, MAY 12 ACTS 17:15, 22—18:1/JN 16:12-15  

8:00 am  Vocations 

12:00 pm  Fr. Jesus Martinez 

7:00 pm † Felicitas Rodriguez de Espino 

THURSDAY, MAY 13 ACTS 18:1-8/ JN 16:16-20  

8:00 am  Dcn. Rick Zeitler 

12:00 pm  Fr. Emery Longanga 

FRIDAY, MAY 14 ACTS 1:15-17, 20-26/JN 15:9-17  

8:00 am  Helen Jahnke 

12:00 pm  Joan Ferrara 

SATURDAY, MAY 15 ACTS 18:23-28/JN 16:23B-28  

8:00 am † Helmut Hajden 

4:00 pm † Joseph Baumgartner & Steve Netti 

SUNDAY, MAY 16 ACTS 1:1-11/EPH 1:17-23 OR EPH 4:1-13 OR  

   4:1-7, 11-13/MK 16:15-20  

8:00 am  Holy Cross Parishioners 

10:00 am † John Farneda 

12:30 pm  Mayela Ramirez 

READINGS 

FIRST READING ACTS 10:25-26, 34-35, 44-48  

When Peter entered, Cornelius met him and, falling 

at his feet, paid him homage. Peter, however, raised 

him up, saying, “Get up. I myself am also a human 

being.” Then Peter proceeded to speak and said, “In 

truth, I see that God shows no partiality. Rather, in 

every nation whoever fears him and acts uprightly is 

acceptable to him.” While Peter was still speaking these 

things, the Holy Spirit fell upon all who were listening 

to the word. The circumcised believers who had 

accompanied Peter were astounded that the gift of the 

Holy Spirit should have been poured out on the 

Gentiles also, for they could hear them speaking in 

tongues and glorifying God. Then Peter responded, 

“Can anyone withhold the water for baptizing these 

people, who have received the Holy Spirit even as we 

have?” He ordered them to be baptized in the name of 

Jesus Christ. 

SECOND READING 1 JN 4:7-10    

Beloved, let us love one another, because love is of 

God; everyone who loves is begotten by God and 

knows God. Whoever is without love does not know 

God, for God is love. In this way the love of God was 

revealed to us: God sent his only Son into the world so 

that we might have life through him. In this is love: not 

that we have loved God, but that he loved us and sent 

his Son as expiation for our sins.  

GOSPEL READING JN 15:9-17  

Jesus said to his disciples: “As the Father loves me, so I 

also love you. Remain in my love. If you keep my 

commandments, you will remain in my love, just as I 

have kept my Father’s commandments and remain in 

his love. “I have told you this so that my joy may be in 

you and your joy might be complete. This is my 

commandment: love one another as I love you. No one 

has greater love than this, to lay down one’s life for 

one’s friends. You are my friends if you do what I 

command you. I no longer call you slaves, because a 

slave does not know what his master is doing. I have 

called you friends, because I have told you everything I 

have heard from my Father. It was not you who chose 

me, but I who chose you and appointed you to go and 

bear fruit that will remain, so that whatever you ask 

the Father in my name he may give you. This I 

command you: love one another.” 
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PARISH NEWS 

LECTORS NEEDED 

Are you called to serve the Lord by reading His Word at 

Sunday or weekday Mass? Lectors are fully initiated, 

practicing Catholics whose lives witness to the Word 

which they proclaim. We want to hear from you! For 

more information, please contact Joan Terrell 

at flaterrellstoo@gmail.com or 727-458-3717. 

 

FEAST OF THE ASCENSION 

40 days after His resurrection, Christ ascended into 

heaven by His own power from Mount Olivet, the mount 

made sacred by His agony the night before His death. He 

ascended in the sight of more than 125 witnesses, and 

the souls of the just in Limbo who were waiting for the 

redemption also ascended with Him.  

 

FORMED WEEKLY WATCHLIST 

This week’s FORMED.org weekly watchlist is Feast of 

Saint Matthew, a discussion between Dr. Gray and Dr. 

Barber about this great Apostle. Let us learn more about 

this titan of the faith, gospel writer and martyr, as his 

feast is this Friday, May 14. Visit us at https://

holycrossrcc.com to watch this talk for free! 

 

MAY ROSARY 

The month of May is dedicated to our blessed Mother, 

Mary. Please join us each Saturday morning during 

May at 7:30 a.m. at the Grotto to pray the rosary. Due to 

COVID 19 restrictions and the limited seating at the 

Grotto, may we suggest bringing a lawn chair 

or a blanket to be placed on the lawn to be more 

comfortable. In case of inclement weather, the rosary 

will be said in the church.   

 

MINISTRY SCHEDULE THIS WEEK 

Sunday, May 9 

Eucharistic Ministers: 8am—S Pacheco, P Jones,  

10am—D Carli, S Ferreira 

Lectors: 8am—A Convery, 10am—S Michalski 

Monday, May 10 

Lectors: 8am—M Taylor, 12pm—T Chaoui 

Tuesday, May 11 

Lectors: 8am—M Taylor, 12pm—T Chaoui 

Wednesday, May 12 

Lectors: 8am—L Reale, 12pm—M Taylor 

Thursday, May 13 

Lectors: 8am—L LaPointe, 12pm—A Convery 

Friday, May 14 

Lectors: 8am—L Reale, 12pm—L Shields 

Saturday, May 15 

Eucharistic Ministers: 4pm—K Hossley, M Colravy 

Lectors: 8am—A Convery, 4pm—L Ferreira 

Sunday, May 16 

Eucharistic Ministers: 8am—S Schuler, Sr Patrick,  

10am—A Gerardi, R Hughes 

Lectors: 8am—S Bellan, 10am—J Michalski 

PRAYER REQUESTS 

If you or a family member are in need of prayer, 

please call the parish office at 727-546-3315, giving 

the person’s name and reason for prayers.  

PLEASE PRAY FOR THE FOLLOWING 

José, Rose, Andrew, Sonny, Allison, Marty, Roia, 

Rose, Jim, John, Carol, Anna, Virgil, Gus, Dianne, 

Rebecca, Barbara Lilly, Elaine, Jacob, Donald, 

Mitchell, Faith, Mary, Meghan, Paul, Edith, Peggy 

Anne, Sylvia, Jean Ann, Felicitas, Adolfo, Jesus, 

Ileane, William, Jacob, Jeremy, Miranda, Susan, 

Lydia, Annette, Angela, Cecelia, Christine, Jill, 

Finnley, Jim, Lupita, Jeremiah, Jared, Phyllis, 

Natalie, Virginia, Jenn, Joe, Rick, Bud, Donna, 

Maryann, Susan. Donna, Susan, Denise, George, 

Carmelita, Margaret H., Gianna, Tina, Laura, John, 

Edward, Gail, Karon, Beth Anne, Joe, Evelyn, Gerry, 

Ben, Mr. & Mrs. Verstappen, Victor, Karen, Rose 

Marie, John, Maureen, Colin, Paul, John, Joseph, 

Peggy, Kami, Katie, Anne-Marie, Simo, Josephine, 

Terry, Bill, Maria, Edward H., Holly, Mary Ann, 

Doris, Zima, Craig, Sharon, Mike, Robert, Phyllis, 

Elaine, Jodi, Carly, Ann, Sharon, Beverly, Emily, 

Lynn,  Mary Lou, Catherine, Roger, Maria, Alfredo, 

Eleanor, Dayana, Janet, Marilyn, Mary Ann, Bobby, 

Charlie, Christina, Peggy H., Mark, Renee, Glenn, 

Mary, Lynn, Sandra, Sally, Nick, Frank, Ed M., 

Paulette, Frank, Bozana, Mary Ellen, Sharon, Patty, 

Carlos, Maria Julia, Paula, Pam, Catherine, Amanda, 

Pat, Dennis, Lauren, Grace, Heidi, Scott, Lisa, Dawn 

Marie, Declan, Miguel, Nick, Sharon, Frankie, Kathy, 

Lisa, Pam, Frank, Sara, Nick, Lynn, Sarah Kristen, 

Joseph & Theresa, Pierotti Family, Sarah, Maggie, 

Dyllan, Elba, Artie & Halai, Annie 
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6TH SUNDAY OF EASTER 

PARISH STEWARDSHIP 

Weekend of May 1—2, 2011 

 

Envelopes:  202  (out of 1,056 families) 

Online Giving:  $  1,890.50  (from 32 donors) 

Total Offertory:  $  8,750.30 

Annual Budget:  $  291,200.00 

Offertory to Date:  $  143,991.43 

 

2021 APA 

As of May 3, 2021 

 

Goal:  $  69,248.00 

Pledged:  $  44,031.00 

Paid:  $  35,704.00 

Pledges:  188  (out of 1,056 families) 

 

Pledging 

Many people feel that they can participate at a sacrificial 

gift level if they make payments over a period of time.  

We currently work with monthly and annual pledge 

cycles. Donors who pledge will receive reminders 

according to their designated payment schedule.  

One-Time Gift 

If donors prefer, a one-time gift can be paid at the time 

of commitment or payment can be scheduled for later. 

Electronic Giving 

All major credit and debit cards (MasterCard, American 

Express, Visa and Discover) as well as direct debit 

payments are accepted. Donor managed online giving is 

available through the diocesan website at:  

https://s.dosp.org/give 

Checks 

Please do not combine APA and Offertory in one check. 

 

ALTAR FLOWERS 

The flowers for the altar, the tabernacle, and Our Lady 

this week are a gift from Jesus & Angelica Espino in 

memory of Felicitas Rodriguez de Espino.  

 

SANCTUARY LAMP 

The sanctuary lamp this week is a gift from Jesus & 

Angelica Espino in memory of Felicitas Rodriguez de 

Espino. 

 

ALTAR BREAD & WINE 

The altar bread and wine this week is a gift from Jesus & 

Angelica Espino in memory of Felicitas Rodriguez de 

Espino. 

Love one another. The greatest commandment, the 

simplest commandment — and if you’ve ever loved 

anyone, you know it’s also the hardest.  

 

I’m man enough to admit it. I’ve seen one or two of 

those cheesy Hallmark movies that are especially 

popular around the holidays. Boy meets Girl. Boy and 

Girl encounter a catastrophic roadblock to their 

relationship — they’re coaches of rival high school 

volleyball teams, or he runs a dog kennel and she 

works at a feline rescue, so it could never, ever work 

out, right? But sprinkle a little movie magic over the 

whole situation and Boy and Girl find what Hallmark 

tells us is true love. 

 

I could make a list of all the things that are inaccurate 

about these movies, and something I would put right 

near the top — maybe even above the sometimes-

unbelievable storylines — is the idea that love is a 

feeling. 

 

See, I’m not sure if it’s accurate to call these movies 

love stories. Attraction stories, sure. But if you’ve ever 

forgiven someone who’s hurt you, nursed a dying 

parent, gotten up for an infant’s night feeding or let 

your kid have the last piece of cake, you know that 

real love is a verb. It’s something you do. And it is 

almost always a choice.  

 

Love one another. How often do we hear this? How 

often do we think about what it really means? How 

often do we take a moment to consider the action 

Jesus is asking us to take and the choice he is asking 

us to make? 

— Tracy Earl Welliver, MTS  

STEWARDSHIP: CHOSING TO LOVE ONE ANOTHER 
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SAINT QUOTES ON HUMILITY 

“Why should we find it strange that others have 

imperfections since we ourselves have so many? Humil

ity gives us a soft heart for the perfect and the imperfect: 

for the former out of reverence and for the latter out of 

compassion. Humility makes us accept pains with meek

ness, knowing that we deserve them, and good things 

with gratitude, knowing that we do not. Every day we 

ought to make some act of humility, or speak heartfelt 

words of humility, words that lower us to the level of a 

servant, and words that serve others, however modestly, 

either in our homes or in the world.” - St. Francis de Sales 

 

SCRIPTURE QUOTES ON HUMILITY 

"Take up my yoke upon you, and learn of me, because I 

am meek, and humble of heart: and you shall find rest to 

your souls.” Matthew 11:29 

“Whosoever therefore shall humble himself as this little 

child, he is the greater in the kingdom of heaven." 

Matthew 18:4 

“And whosoever shall exalt himself shall be humbled: 

and he that shall humble himself shall be exalted." 

Matthew 23:12 

“He hath put down the mighty from their seat, and hath 

exalted the humble.” Luke 1:52 

“Being of one mind one towards another. Not minding 

high things, but consenting to the humble. Be not wise in 

your own conceits.” Romans 12:16 

 

PRAYER TO SAINT JOSEPH FOR GRACE OF 

HUMILITY 

Great Saint Joseph,  

who are the director, the friend, and the protector  

of those souls who desire to be perfect,  

you who did learn from Jesus and Mary  

how to conquer the powers of hell,  

and to practice all virtues,  

obtain for me the grace of HUMILITY.  

Beloved Saint Joseph, my father, my guide, and my 

model,  

you who have so much zeal for the glory of Jesus Christ, 

and for my sanctification,  

please listen to my petition.  

I have the sweet confidence that you will not reject it.  

Your goodness will supply that which is lacking in my 

fervor,  

and according to the depth of your love for me,  

and of your power with Him Who has deigned to be 

called your Son,  

you will favorably hear me. Amen. 

 

ORACIÓN A SAN JOSÉ POR LA GRACIA DE LA 

HUMILIDAD 

Gran San José, 

quien es el director, el amigo y el protector 

de aquellas almas que desean ser perfectas, 

tú que aprendiste de Jesús y María 

cómo conquistar los poderes del infierno, 

y practicar todas las virtudes, 

obtén para mí la gracia de la HUMILIDAD. 

Amado San José, mi padre, mi guía y mi modelo, 

tú que tienes tanto celo por la gloria de Jesucristo y por 

mi santificación, 

por favor escuche mi petición. 

Tengo la dulce confianza de que no lo rechazará. 

Tu bondad suplirá lo que falta en mi fervor, 

y según la profundidad de tu amor por mí, 

y de tu poder con Aquel que se ha dignado ser llamado  

Hijo tuyo, 

me escucharás favorablemente. Amén. 

LEARN ABOUT THE YEAR OF SAINT JOSEPH 

ENCOURAGING DEEPER UNDERSTANDING OF HIS LIFE & VIRTUES 

Rev. Fr. Emery Longanga, PhD 

Pastor 

Rev. Fr. Jesus Martinez 

Parochial Vicar 

Rev. Mr. Rick Zeitler 

Permanent Deacon 

 

 

Michele Williams 

Parish Manager 

Marie Meza 

Parish Secretary 

Julie Sneddon 

Director of Faith Formation 

Shirley Schuler 

Housekeeper 

Bunny Harmon 

Evangelization & Worship 

Angelica Bañuelos-Espino 

Weddings & Quinceaneras 

Millie Haylock 

Baptisms 
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A JOYOUS WEEKEND FOR OUR 

FIRST COMMUNICANTS 

Ariana Caceres, Ariella Caceres, 

Carlos Davila-Reyes, Sebastian 

Espaillat, Oscar Pastrana and Sophia 

Villagrana received the Sacrament of 

First Holy Communion on Saturday, 

May 1. Our First Communicants, to 

include our good friend Joel Flores 

who received First Communion at 

the Easter Vigil, also celebrated May 

Crowning on May 2. Please 

remember all of them, along with 

their families, in your prayers.  

FAITH FORMATION 

IS GOD CALLING YOU? 

God has designed us to be 

DYNAMIC…Are you being called? 

What are your abilities, skills and 

talents? Could God be calling you to 

assist with our Faith Formation 

Program in some capacity? Think ~ 

Pray ~ Discern! You could be part of 

the mission and help save souls for 

Christ! It is our prayer to grow our 

team of Catechists as well as form a 

6-person RCIA team. Contact Julie 

Sneddon (Director), she loves to talk 

about our time and talents 

advancing the Kingdom of God. 

 

REMEMBER OUR CONFIRMANDI 

IN YOUR PRAYERS 

2020-2021 Saturday Class: 

Jayden Bruno, Jacqueline Chavez, 

Citlalli Davila-Reyes, Samantha 

Guadalajara, Francisco Jacinta, 

Daniela Villa-Leguizamo, Eduardo 

Villa-Leguizamo, Pedro Villa-

Leguizamo 

2020-2021 RCIA Class: 

Erika Castro, Bryan Cervantes, 

Antonio Flores, Valeria Flores, 

Ruseveelt Pena 

2021 Spanish RCIA: 

Jose Alfredo Lopez, Jose Luiz Perez 

2019-2020 RCIA Class: 

Kiara Centano, Juana Casteneda, 

Kevin Casteneda 

 

GRADES K—7 

Regular Sunday Classes Remaining: 

May 16, May 23 

There will be no class on May 9. 

 

CONFIRMATION UPDATES 

Our Saturday Confirmation Class has 

mandatory class remaining plus 

rehearsal (see below) before 

the Conferral of the Sacrament of 

Confirmation on June 5.  

Attendance is mandatory for the last 

class as well as rehearsal to receive 

the sacrament. If you have any 

questions or concerns, please 

contact Julie Sneddon at the parish 

office.  

The final schedule is as follows: 

May 15— Last Class, mandatory 

attendance 

June 4—Rehearsal, 6:30 pm at St. 

Catherine of Siena. Sponsors are 

required to attend. Please arrive 30 

minutes before start time. 

June 5—Sacrament of Confirmation, 

12:00 pm at St. Catherine of Siena. 

Please arrive 1 hour before start 

time.  

 

CATECHISM OF THE CATHOLIC 

CHURCH 

“The Church, as early as apostolic 

times, and then constantly in her 

Tradition, has illuminated the unity 

of the divine plan in the two 

Testaments through typology, which 

discerns in God’s works of the Old 

Covenant prefiguration of what he 

accomplished in the fullness of time 

in the person of his incarnate Son.” 

CCC 128 
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