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WELCOME MESSAGE 
We the welcoming family of 
Holy Cross are delighted to 
have you join our parish 
family. Whether you are 
new to the area, seeking a 
new parish home, or 
returning to the practice of 
your Catholic faith, we hope 
you come and spend some 
time with us at Mass and in 
prayer and adoration. We 
seek to offer as many 
opportunities as possible for 
parishioners to come 
together as a family of faith. 
We pray that you may find 
warmth and spiritual growth 
here at Holy Cross! 
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MUNIFICENTISSIMUS DEUS 
“...We rejoice greatly that this solemn event falls, 
according to the design of God's providence, during 
this Holy Year, so that we are able, while the great 
Jubilee is being observed, to adorn the brow of God's 
Virgin Mother with this brilliant gem, and to leave a 
monument more enduring than bronze of our own 
most fervent love for the Mother of God. 

“For which reason, after we have poured forth prayers 
of supplication again and again to God, and have 
invoked the light of the Spirit of Truth, for the glory of 
Almighty God who has lavished his special affection 
upon the Virgin Mary, for the honor of her Son, the 
immortal King of the Ages and the Victor over sin and 
death, for the increase of the glory of that same august 
Mother, and for the joy and exultation of the entire 
Church; by the authority of our Lord Jesus Christ, of the 
Blessed Apostles Peter and Paul, and by our own 
authority, we pronounce, declare, and define it to be a 
divinely revealed dogma: that the Immaculate Mother 
of God, the ever Virgin Mary, having completed the 
course of her earthly life, was assumed body and soul 
into heavenly glory. 

“Hence if anyone, which God forbid, should dare 
willfully to deny or to call into doubt that which we 
have defined, let him know that he has fallen away 
completely from the divine and Catholic Faith. 

“In order that this, our definition of the bodily 
Assumption of the Virgin Mary into heaven may be 
brought to the attention of the universal Church, we 
desire that this, our Apostolic Letter, should stand for 
perpetual remembrance, commanding that written 
copies of it, or even printed copies, signed by the hand 
of any public notary and bearing the seal of a person 
constituted in ecclesiastical dignity, should be accorded 
by all men the same reception they would give to this 
present letter, were it tendered or shown. 

“It is forbidden to any man to change this, our 
declaration, pronouncement, and definition or, by rash 
attempt, to oppose and counter it. If any man should 
presume to make such an attempt, let him know that 
he will incur the wrath of Almighty God and of the 
Blessed Apostles Peter and Paul. 

“Given at Rome, at St. Peter's, in the year of the great 
Jubilee, 1950, on the first day of the month of 
November, on the Feast of All Saints, in the twelfth 
year of our pontificate.” 

MUNIFIENTISSIMUS DEUS 
“... Nos alegramos mucho de que este evento solemne 
se celebre, según el designio de la providencia de Dios, 
durante este Año Santo, de modo que podamos, 
mientras se celebra el gran Jubileo, adornar la frente 
de la Virgen Madre de Dios con este joya brillante, y 
dejar un monumento más perdurable que el bronce 
de nuestro más ferviente amor por la Madre de Dios. 

“Por lo cual, después de haber derramado oraciones 
de súplica una y otra vez a Dios, e invocado la luz del 
Espíritu de la Verdad, para la gloria del Dios 
Todopoderoso, que ha prodigado su especial cariño a 
la Virgen María, por el honor de su Hijo, Rey inmortal 
de los siglos y Vencedor del pecado y la muerte, para 
el aumento de la gloria de esa misma Madre augusta, 
y para el gozo y el júbilo de toda la Iglesia; por la 
autoridad de nuestro Señor Jesucristo, de los 
bienaventurados apóstoles Pedro y Pablo, y por 
nuestra propia autoridad, lo pronunciamos, 
declaramos y definimos como un dogma divinamente 
revelado: que la Inmaculada Madre de Dios, la siempre 
Virgen María, habiendo completado el curso de su vida 
terrenal, fue asumida en cuerpo y alma a la gloria 
celestial. 

“Por tanto, si alguien, lo que Dios no quiera, se atreva 
voluntariamente a negar o poner en duda lo que 
hemos definido, sepa que se ha apartado por 
completo de la fe divina y católica. 

“Para que esta, nuestra definición de la Asunción 
corporal de la Virgen María al cielo pueda ser llevada a 
la atención de la Iglesia universal, deseamos que esta, 
nuestra Carta Apostólica, permanezca en memoria 
perpetua, ordenando que se hagan copias escritas de 
la misma. o incluso copias impresas, firmadas por un 
notario público y que lleven el sello de una persona 
constituida en dignidad eclesiástica, todos los 
hombres deben recibir la misma recepción que darían 
a la presente carta, si fuera presentada o presentada. 

“Está prohibido a cualquier hombre cambiar esto, 
nuestra declaración, pronunciamiento y definición o, 
mediante un intento imprudente, oponerse y 
contrarrestarlo. Si alguien se atreve a hacer tal intento, 
hágale saber que incurrirá en la ira del Dios 
Todopoderoso y de los bienaventurados apóstoles 
Pedro y Pablo. 

“Dado en Roma, junto a San Pedro, en el año del gran 
jubileo de 1950, el primer día del mes de noviembre, 
en la fiesta de Todos los Santos, en el año duodécimo 
de nuestro pontificado”. 

FROM POPE PIUS XII... 
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MASS SCHEDULE 
MON, TUE, THURS & FRI 
8:00 pm & 12:00 pm 

WEDNESDAY 
8:00 am, 12:00 pm 
& 7:00 pm (Spanish) 

SATURDAY 
8:00 am 
4:00 pm (Vigil) 

SUNDAY 
8:00 & 10:00 am 
12:30 pm (Spanish) 

EXPOSITION OF THE BLESSED SACRAMENT 
Wednesday & First Friday 8:30 - 11:30 am 

ANOINTING OF THE SICK 
First Friday 12:00 pm 

SACRAMENT OF PENANCE 
Saturday 3:00-3:45 pm 
Sunday 11:30 am-12:15 pm 

MASS INTENTIONS 
SAT, AUGUST 14 JOS 24:14-29/MT 19:13-15  
8:00 am † Edward Hughes 
4:00 pm † Daniel Harkins 

SUN, AUGUST 15 RV 11:19; 12:1-6, 10/1 COR 15:20-27/LK 1:39-56  
8:00 am  Holy Cross Parishioners 
10:00 am  Servites of Mary 
12:30 pm  Adolfo Espino Gutierrez  

MON, AUGUST 16 JGS 2:11-19/MT 19:16-22   
8:00 am † Jeanne Alvarez 
12:00 pm  Mary Anne Watkins 

TUES, AUGUST 17 JGS 6:11-24A/MT 19:23-30   
8:00 am † Joan Murphy Ayers 
12:00 pm † Mike Ferreira 

WED, AUGUST 18 JGS 9:6-15/MT 20:1-16  
8:00 am  Vocations 
12:00 pm † Juan Lugo 
7:00 pm † Beatriz Bayolo 

THURS, AUGUST 19 JGS 11:29-39A/MT 22:1-14  
8:00 am † Edward Hughes 
12:00 pm  Maria Elisa Simancas Proano & 
   daughters 

FRI, AUGUST 20 RU 1:1, 3-6, 14B-16, 22/MT 22:34-40  
8:00 am  Patti Haarz 
12:00 pm  Andrew Kassebaum 

SAT, AUGUST 21 RU 2:1-3, 8-11; 4:13-17/MT 23:1-12  
8:00 am  Fr. Emery Longanga 
4:00 pm † John & Elizabeth Zumbahlen 

SUN, AUGUST 22 JOS 24:1-2,15-17,18/EPH 5:21-32/JN 6:60-69  
8:00 am † Orville Griffieth 
10:00 am  Holy Cross Parishioners 
12:30 pm  John & Elyse Williams  

READINGS 
FIRST READING  RV 11:19A; 12:1-6A, 10AB             
God’s temple in heaven was opened, and the ark of his 
covenant could be seen in the temple. A great sign 
appeared in the sky, a woman clothed with the sun, with the 
moon under her feet, and on her head a crown of twelve 
stars. She was with child and wailed aloud in pain as she 
labored to give birth. Then another sign appeared in the 
sky; it was a huge red dragon, with seven heads and ten 
horns, and on its heads were seven diadems. Its tail swept 
away a third of the stars in the sky and hurled them down 
to the earth. Then the dragon stood before the woman 
about to give birth, to devour her child when she gave birth. 
She gave birth to a son, a male child, destined to rule all the 
nations with an iron rod. Her child was caught up to God 
and his throne. The woman herself fled into the desert 
where she had a place prepared by God. Then I heard a 
loud voice in heaven say: “Now have salvation and power 
come, and the Kingdom of our God and the authority of his 
Anointed One.” 

SECOND READING  1 COR 15:20-27      
Brothers and sisters: Christ has been raised from the dead, 
the firstfruits of those who have fallen asleep. For since 
death came through man, the resurrection of the dead 
came also through man. For just as in Adam all die, so too in 
Christ shall all be brought to life, but each one in proper 
order: Christ the firstfruits; then, at his coming, those who 
belong to Christ; then comes the end, when he hands over 
the Kingdom to his God and Father, when he has destroyed 
every sovereignty and every authority and power. For he 
must reign until he has put all his enemies under his feet. 
The last enemy to be destroyed is death, for “he subjected 
everything under his feet.”  

GOSPEL   LK 1:39-56              
Mary set out and traveled to the hill country in haste to a 
town of Judah, where she entered the house of Zechariah 
and greeted Elizabeth. When Elizabeth heard  Mary’s 
greeting, the infant leaped in her womb, and Elizabeth, filled 
with the Holy Spirit, cried out in a loud voice and said, 
“Blessed are you among women, and blessed is the fruit of 
your womb. And how does this happen to me, that the 
mother of my Lord should come to me? For at the moment 
the sound of your greeting reached my ears, the infant in 
my womb leaped for joy. Blessed are you who believed that 
what was spoken to you by the Lord would be fulfilled.” And 
Mary said: “My soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord; my 
spirit rejoices in God my Savior for he has looked with favor 
on his lowly servant. From this day all generations will call 
me blessed: the Almighty has done great things for me and 
holy is his Name. He has mercy on those who fear him in 
every generation. He has shown the strength of his arm, 
and has scattered the proud in their conceit. He has cast 
down the mighty from their thrones, and has lifted up the 
lowly. He has filled the hungry with good things, and the 
rich he has sent away empty. He has come to the help of his 
servant Israel for he has remembered his promise of mercy, 
the promise he made to our fathers, to Abraham and his 
children forever.” Mary remained with her about three 
months and then returned to her home. 
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PARISH NEWS 
FAITH FORMATION REGISTRATION 
Sunday School, Sacramental Preparation and RCIA 
registration is now open. Please note that all forms and 
payments are due by October 1. If you need assistance, 
please call the parish office. We are looking forward to 
an exciting new year! 
 

WELCOME, NEIL 
We are excited to announce that Holy Cross has a new 
Director of Faith Formation, Neil Guan—just in time for 
the new year to start! Please be sure to welcome him! 
  

NEW BOOK STUDY 
Save the date! We are hosting a new book study: Habits 
for Holiness by Fr Mark-Mary Ames (published 2021). 
Our first meeting will be on Thursday, September 9, 
10:00-11:00 in the small hall. If you would like a book 
(even if you don’t plan to attend the discussion), please 
call or text Laura McKenna at 813-340-9305, or email her 
at tennismc@msn.com. Books are $16.  
 

FORMED WEEKLY WATCHLIST 
This week’s FORMED weekly watchlist is All That 
Remains: The Story of Takashi Nagai, a movie that tells 
the inspiring life story of Nagasaki atomic bomb survivor 
and Catholic convert, Dr. Takashi Nagai. Visit us at 
holycrossrcc.com to watch this moving film for free on 
FORMED.org! 
 

MINISTRY SCHEDULE THIS WEEK 
Sunday, August 15 
Eucharistic Ministers: 8am—N Banks, C Banks, 10am—A 
D Carli, S Ferreira, Lectors: 8am—D Ashcroft, 10am—L 
Reale, 12:30—Alejandra, Romulo, Angelica, Pablo 
Monday, August 16 
Lectors: 8am—L Reale, 12pm—L Lapointe 
Tuesday, August 17 
Lectors: 8am—L Lapointe, 12pm—L Lapointe 
Wednesday, August 18 
Lectors: 8am—L Reale, 12pm—L Lapointe 
Thursday, August 19 
Lectors: 8am—L LaPointe, 12pm—L Shields 
Friday, August 20 
Lectors: 8am—L LaPointe, 12pm—L Ferreira 
Saturday, August 21 
Eucharistic Ministers: 4pm—L Fitzpatrick, K Hossley, 
Lectors: 8am—L LaPointe, 4pm—J Terrell 
Sunday, August 22 
Eucharistic Ministers: 8am—S Pacheco, S Schuler, 
10am—A Gerardi, R Hughes, Lectors: 8am—S Michalski, J 
Michalski, 10am—D Ashcroft, I Ashcroft 

PRAYER REQUESTS 
Please note that names will be automatically 
removed from this list after three months. Please 
call the parish office to add a name to this list. 

PLEASE PRAY FOR THE FOLLOWING 
José, Rose, Andrew, Sonny, Allison, Marty, Roia, 
Rose, Jim, John, Carol, Anna, Virgil, Gus, Dianne, 
Rebecca, Barbara Lilly, Elaine, Jacob, Donald, 
Mitchell, Faith, Mary, Meghan, Paul, Edith, Peggy 
Anne, Sylvia, Jean Ann, Felicitas, Adolfo, Jesus, 
Ileane, William, Jacob, Jeremy, Miranda, Lydia, 
Annette, Angela, Cecelia, Christine, Jill, Finnley, Jim, 
Lupita, Jeremiah, Jared, Phyllis, Natalie, Virginia, 
Jenn, Joe, Rick, Bud, Donna, Susan, Denise, George, 
Carmelita, Margaret H., Gianna, Tina, Laura, John, 
Edward, Gail, Karon, Beth Anne, Joe, Evelyn, Gerry, 
Ben, Mr. & Mrs. Verstappen, Victor, Karen, Rose 
Marie, John, Maureen, Colin, Paul, John, Joseph, 
Peggy, Kami, Katie, Anne-Marie, Simo, Josephine, 
Terry, Bill, Maria, Edward H., Holly, Doris, Zima, 
Craig, Sharon, Mike, Robert, Phyllis, Elaine, Jodi, 
Carly, Ann, Sharon, Beverly, Emily, Lynn, Mary Lou, 
Catherine, Roger, Maria, Alfredo, Eleanor, Dayana, 
Janet, Marilyn, Mary Ann, Bobby, Charlie, Christina, 
Peggy H., Mark, Renee, Glenn, Mary, Lynn, Sandra, 
Sally, Nick, Frank, Ed M., Paulette, Frank, Bozana, 
Mary Ellen, Sharon, Patty, Carlos, Maria Julia, 
Paula, Pam, Catherine, Amanda, Pat, Dennis, 
Lauren, Grace, Heidi, Scott, Lisa, Dawn Marie, 
Declan, Bodhi, Zora, Miguel, Nick, Sharon, Frankie, 
Kathy, Lisa, Pam, Frank, Sara, Nick, Lynn, Sarah 
Kristen, Joseph & Theresa, Pierotti Family, Sarah, 
Maggie, Dyllan, Elba, Artie & Halai, Annie, Marie, 
Jeanie, Anne, Lynn, Chuck, Carl, Bella, Bill, 
Montana, Eli, Susan, Karen, Fran, Diane & Troy & 
Family, Lori, Patricia & Anthony, Paul, Kathy, 
Maryann, Mario, Anthony, Christina 
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PARISH STEWARDSHIP 
Weekend of July 31—August 1, 2021 
 
Envelopes:  140  (out of 725 families) 
Online Giving:  $  1,823.50  (from 34 donors) 
Weekly Total:  $  7,047.00 
Annual Budget:  $  291,200.00 

 
2021 APA 
As of August 9, 2021 
 
Goal:  $  69,248.00 
Pledged:  $  52,935.00 
Paid:  $  47,687.00 
Pledges:  218  (out of 727 families) 

 
APA Pledging 
Many people feel that they can participate at a sacrificial 
gift level if they make payments over a period of time.  
We currently work with monthly and annual pledge 
cycles. Donors who pledge will receive reminders 
according to their designated payment schedule.  
APA One-Time Gifts 
If donors prefer, a one-time gift can be paid at the time 
of commitment or payment can be scheduled for later. 

APA Electronic Giving 
All major credit and debit cards (MasterCard, American 
Express, Visa and Discover) as well as direct debit 
payments are accepted. Donor managed online giving is 
available through the diocesan website at:  
https://s.dosp.org/give 
APA Checks 
Please do not combine APA and Offertory in one check. 

 
ALTAR FLOWERS 
The flowers for the altar this week are a gift from Chris & 
Nancy Banks in honor of Wes Banks. The flowers for the 
tabernacle and Our Lady this week are a gift from 
Angelica Espino in honor of Adolfo Espino.  
 

SANCTUARY LAMP 
The sanctuary lamp this week is a gift from Mary Anne 
Watkins in memory of John S. Marta. 
 

ALTAR BREAD & WINE 
The altar bread and wine this week is a gift from Mary 
Anne Watkins in memory of John S. Marta. 

WWJD bracelets were all the rage about 25 years ago 
in protestant circles. I’ve always wondered if a WWMD 
bracelet might not make just as much sense, and 
maybe more. What Would Mary Do? 

I would argue that Mary was the most exemplary 
steward who ever lived. Her answer was always “Yes.” 
Yes, Lord, I am Your handmaiden. Yes, I will visit 
Elizabeth, and help her in the last difficult months of 
pregnancy. Yes, I will bring my Son up according to 
Your law and present Him at the Temple of Jerusalem. 
Yes, I will give Him to the crowds and to public 
ministry. Yes, I will offer Him on this Cross, if it is Your 
will. 

Yes, yes, yes. 

Well, I can’t be like Mary, we think to ourselves. 
Perhaps it’s because we are in awe of the fact that she 
was not divine in any way — she was a mere creation, 
like us — but somehow, she always had the courage 
to say yes. How could she do it, when we find it so 
hard? 

Well, God certainly lavished on Mary extraordinary 

graces. But God is impatient to give us, too, all the 
graces we need to be a steward in the example of 
Mary. He’s waiting for us simply to ask. Just as in 
Adam we died, so in Christ — through Mary — we live. 

What can we say yes to today, in Mary’s example? 

— Tracy Earl Welliver, MTS 

©LPi 

STEWARDSHIP: WWMD? 
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CATHOLIC VIRTUES: PIETY 
Borrowed from several sites 

Piety is a special gift of the Holy Spirit; if perfects the 
virtue of religion, which is the practice of justice toward 
God. It produces an instinctive filial affection for God and 
devotion toward those who are specially consecrated to 
God. As an infused gift of God, it is ready loyalty to God 
and the things of God, arising not so much from studied 
effort or acquired habit as from a supernatural 
communication conferred by the Holy Spirit. This gift 
enables a person to see in God not only one's sovereign 
Master but a loving Father, according to the teaching of 
St. Paul: "Everyone moved by the Spirit is a son of God. 
The spirit you received is not the spirit of slaves bringing 
fear into your lives again; it is the spirit of sons, and it 
makes us cry out 'Abba, Father!'" (Romans 8:14-15). It 
engenders in the soul a filial respect for God, a generous 
love toward him, and an affectionate obedience that 
wants to do what he commands because it loves the one 
who commands. 
 
“The gifts of the Holy Ghost are habitual dispositions of 
the soul, rendering it amenable to the motion of the Holy 
Ghost. Now the Holy Ghost moves us to this effect 
among others, of having a filial affection towards God, 
according to Romans 8:15. And since it belongs properly 
to piety to pay duty and worship to one's father, it 
follows that piety, whereby, at the Holy Ghost’s 
instigation, we pay worship and duty to God as our 
Father, is a gift of the Holy Ghost.” St. Thomas Aquinas 

PRAYER TO SAINT JOSEPH FOR GRACE OF  
PIETY 
Great Saint Joseph,  
who are the director, the friend, and the protector  
of those souls who desire to be perfect,  
you who did learn from Jesus and Mary  
how to conquer the powers of hell,  
and to practice all virtues,  
obtain for me the grace of PIETY.  
Beloved Saint Joseph, my father, my guide, and my 
model,  
you who have so much zeal for the glory of Jesus Christ, 
and for my sanctification,  
please listen to my petition.  
I have the sweet confidence that you will not reject it.  
Your goodness will supply that which is lacking in my 
fervor,  
and according to the depth of your love for me,  
and of your power with Him Who has deigned to be 
called your Son,  
you will favorably hear me. Amen. 
 

ORACIÓN A SAN JOSÉ POR LA GRACIA DE LA 
PIEDAD 
Gran San José, 
quien es el director, el amigo y el protector 
de aquellas almas que desean ser perfectas, 
tú que aprendiste de Jesús y María 
cómo conquistar los poderes del infierno, 
y practicar todas las virtudes, 
obtén para mí la gracia de la PIEDAD. 
Amado San José, mi padre, mi guía y mi modelo, 
tú que tienes tanto celo por la gloria de Jesucristo y por 
mi santificación, 
por favor escuche mi petición. 
Tengo la dulce confianza de que no lo rechazará. 
Tu bondad suplirá lo que falta en mi fervor, 
y según la profundidad de tu amor por mí, 
y de tu poder con Aquel que se ha dignado ser llamado  
Hijo tuyo, 
me escucharás favorablemente. Amén. 

LEARN ABOUT THE YEAR OF SAINT JOSEPH 
ENCOURAGING DEEPER UNDERSTANDING OF HIS LIFE & VIRTUES 

Rev. Fr. Emery Longanga, PhD 
Pastor 

Rev. Fr. Jesus Martinez 
Parochial Vicar 

Rev. Mr. Rick Zeitler 
Permanent Deacon 
 
 

Michele Williams 
Parish Manager 

Marie Meza 
Parish Secretary 

Neil Guan 
Director of Faith Formation 

Shirley Schuler 
Housekeeper 

Bunny Harmon 
Evangelization & Worship 

Angelica Bañuelos-Espino 
Weddings & Quinceañeras 

Millie Haylock 
Baptisms 
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FAITH 
FORMATION 
RCIA VOLUNTEERS NEEDED 
(A LETTER FROM THE RCIA 
TEAM) 
Dear Parishioners, 

“Go therefore and make disciples of 
all nations, baptizing them in the 
name of the father, and of the Son, 
and of the Holy Spirit, teaching 
them to observe all that I 
commanded you” Matthew 28:19-
20. 

Soon our parish will start a new 
season of RCIA (Rite of the Christian 
Initiation of Adults). This program is 
the ritual expression of the original 
mandate passed onto the Apostles 
and their successors. The heart of 
the RCIA is an encounter with Jesus 
Christ. The RCIA is a pastoral plan 
and ritual process for the way the 
Church welcomes and forms adults 
in the way of Jesus as it is lived in 
the Roman Catholic Tradition. How 
can we, as a parish community 
participate in this program: 

1. Praying for the RCIA team and 
the people who will come to 
inquire about joining the 
program. 

2. Volunteer to be a sponsor. As a 
sponsor in the RCIA, you have a 
vital role in the Church’s 
ministry of initiation. Basically, a 
sponsor is a companion, a 
guide. You are familiar with the 
Catholic territory, and you guide 

the candidate through parish 
life. You are not expected to 
know the answer to every 
Catholic question a candidate 
may ask. The catechists, priests, 
deacons, and coordinators will 
answer those questions. Simply 
speak from your heart when 
you respond to your candidate’s 
question.  

3. Volunteer to be a member of 
the RCIA team as a team leader, 
coordinator, catechist, 
counselor, supporter, spiritual 
guide, facilitator. You will 
receive training for each of 
these functions.  

Depending on the level of 
commitment, you can help the RCIA 
team to achieve his goal of helping 

our candidates to grow in their 
spiritual lives and receive the 
Sacraments. 

May God bless you always! 

- The Holy Cross RCIA Team 

CONGRATULATIONS TO OUR 
NEWLYWEDS 
From Fr. Martinez: 

“Our community of Holy Cross 
rejoices with Antonio Flores and 
Damaris Rosas, who got married on 
Saturday, July 31, at the Basilica 
Menor Nuestra Señora de 
Monserrate de Hormiguero, in Puerto 
Rico. May the Lord grant them the 
gifts of love and unity.” 

O God, who in creating the human 
race, willed that man and wife  
should be one,  
keep, we pray,  
in a bond of inseparable love  
those who are united in the covenant 
of Marriage,  
so that, as you make their love 
fruitful,  
they may become, by your grace, 
witnesses to charity itself.  
Through Christ our Lord. Amen.  
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