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PREGUNTA DE LA SEMANA:QUESTION OF THE WEEK:
What wrongs or conflicts does Jesus urge me 

to act upon? 
¿ Cómo me pide Jesús actuar frente a los 

errores y conflictos? 

September 6, 2020

St. Thomas Aquinas 
will be closed Monday, 
Sept. 7 for Labor Day. 

There will be no Mass or 
Confessions.

-
La parroquia estará 

cerrada el lunes 7 de 
septiembre por Labor Day 
(Día del Trabajo). No habrá 

misa o confesiones.  



OFFICE HOURS 
The Parish Office is open from 
9 a.m. - 4 p.m. M-F. The Faith 
Formation Office is closed.
Confessions Mondays and 
Wednesdays from 2 p.m. - 4 p.m. 

Come to the front office.

HORARIO DE OFICINA
La oficina de la parroquia está 
abierta de 9 a.m. a 4 p.m. de lunes 
a viernes. 
Confesiones lunes y miércoles a 
partir de las 2 p.m. - 4 p.m.

PASTORAL STAFF
Msgr. Daniel Stack
Pastor 
Fr. Roberto Herrera
Parochial Vicar
Fr. Paul W. Berny
In Residence

FOLLOW US
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WELCOME TO OUR FAMILY
Office Hours, Parish News

QUESTION OF THE WEEK
What wrongs or conflicts does Jesus 
urge me to act upon?    

Each week, members of the staff gather 
to study and reflect on the upcoming 
Sunday’s Gospel, and from that study 
and reflection they prepare the Question 
of the Week. Refer back to today’s 
Gospel to reflect on your personal 
response.
 Today’s Gospel is MT 18:15-20

PREGUNTA DE LA SEMANA
¿ Cómo me pide Jesús actuar frente a 
los errores y conflictos?  

Cada semana, miembros del personal se 
reúnen para estudiar y reflexionar en el 
próximo evangelio del domingo y en base 
de ese estudio y reflexión ellos preparan 
la Pregunta de la Semana. Usa el evangelio 
y las lecturas para encontrar tu respuesta 
personal a la pregunta. 
El Evangelio de hoy MT 18:15-20

MASS ATTENDANCE 
August 24 - August 30
Wednesday Mass for Seniors| 97

Thursday Mass (Spanish )| 45

Sunday 9:00 a.m. (English )| 402

Sunday 11:00 a.m. (Spanish)| 445

Sunday 7:00 p.m. (English) | 128

TOTAL | 1117

MASS TIMES
Monday-Friday On Facebook Live at 
12:00 p.m.
Wednesday Mass is open to Seniors 
(62 and over)
Misa del jueves en español - 7:00 p.m.
Weekend Mass (Outdoors)
Sunday 9 a.m. and 7:00 p.m. (English) 
and 11a.m. (En español)

The Sunday Masses in English 
and Spanish can be found on our 
website, Facebook, and YouTube 
on Saturday at 4:00 p.m.

A MESSAGE FROM THE PASTOR
I can’t begin to express how grateful I am that we have our 
Finance Council. These are professionals in this field who 
have dedicated their time and expertise to provide the best 
possible financial guidance in the midst of this very diffi-
cult time. They have made it possible for us to survive and 
even prosper to some degree while facing these enormous 
challenges.  I am grateful, too, to so many of you who, when 
asked, have increased your giving in the midst of this uncer-
tainty and the many who, without being asked, have made 
generous additional gifts to the parish...I see this as the Holy 
Spirit’s grace prompting your response and your being attentive to the movement of the 
Spirit.  Thank God and thank all of you for keeping our Mission of “Welcoming Everyone 
to Proclaim and Live the Joy of the Gospel” alive here in Alpharetta.

Msgr. Daniel Stack
Pastor
Turn to page 7 for a message from our Finance Council.

UPPER PARKING LOT TO BE CLOSED SEPT. 28 - OCT. 14
St. Thomas Aquinas will be renting the upper parking lot (basketball goal area) to NBC 
Universal for a staging area as they are filming in the Milton/Crabapple area. Most of 
the upper lot will be full with vehicles for the crew, support staff, trailers and support 
trucks.  This area will have over 100 vehicles on premises starting Sept. 28 - Oct. 14. 
During September there will also be other vehicles parked in that area as they are 
building the sets (5-10 vehicles per day). There will be some impact during the week-
end Masses but based on the current attendance we have enough capacity in the 
lower lot to handle all the Parishioner vehicles. This is a significant revenue opportuni-
ty for the Parish so we appreciate everyone’s patience for those first two weekends in 
October.

MASS UPDATE 
Starting Sept. 20, the 7:00 
p.m. Mass outdoors will 
move to 5:00 p.m. inside 
the sanctuary. 

Stay tuned for more 
updates and what to 
expect. 
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DISCIPLES AROUND YOU
Worship Aid

The Twenty-Third Sunday in Ordinary Time
September 6, 2020

Gathering Song All Are Welcome Marty Haugen

Let us build a house where love can dwell And all can safely live,
A place where saints and children tell How hearts learn to forgive.
Built of hopes and dreams and visions, Rock of faith and vault of grace;
Here the love of Christ shall end divisions:
All are welcome, all are welcome, all are welcome in this place.

Let us build a house where prophets speak, And words are strong and true,
Where all God’s children care to seek To dream God’s reign anew.
Here the cross shall stand as witness And as symbol of God’s grace; 
Here as one we claim the faith of Jesus:
All are welcome, all are welcome, all are welcome in this place.

Let us build a house where love is found In water, wine and wheat:
A banquet hall on holy ground, Where peace and justice meet.
Here the love of God, through Jesus, Is revealed in time and space;
As we share in Christ the feast that frees us:
All are welcome, all are welcome, all are welcome in this place.

Text 96 86 87 10 with refrain. Music: TWO OAKS. Text and music: Marty Haugen, © 1994, GIA Publications, Inc. All rights reserved.

First Reading Ezekiel 33:7-9
God called the prophet as a watchman for the house of Israel. Unless those
called by God try to turn the wicked away from evil, they will not be saved.
When the holy speak upon God’s behalf, they are saved.

Second Reading 2 Corinthians 13:8-10
All commandments are summed up in this: “You shall love your neighbor as
yourself. Love does no evil to the neighbor; hence, love is the fulfillment of the
law.”



DISCIPLES AROUND YOU
Worship Aid
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Gospel Acclamation Owen Alsott

Gospel Matthew 18:15-20
Jesus said, “If two of you agree on earth about anything for which they are to
pray, it shall be granted to them by my heavenly Father. For where two or three
are gathered together in my name, there am I in the midst of them.”

Creed The Nicene Creed

I believe in one God,
the Father almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all things visible and invisible.
I believe in one Lord Jesus Christ,
the Only Begotten Son of God,
born of the Father before all ages.
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
   consubstantial with the Father;
through him all things were made.
For us men and for our salvation
he came down from heaven,

At the words that follow, up to and including
 “and became man,” all bow.

and by the Holy Spirit was incarnate
   of the Virgin Mary,
and became man. 
For our sake he was crucified
   under Pontius Pilate, 

he suffered death and was buried,
and rose again on the third day
in accordance with the Scriptures.
He ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the
   right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory
to judge the living and the dead
and his kingdom will have no end.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord,
   the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son is
     adored and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
I believe in one, holy, catholic
   and apostolic Church.
I confess one Baptism
for the forgiveness of sins
and I look forward to the resurrection
   of the dead
and the life of the world to come. Amen.

Excerpt from the English translation of The Roman Missal, ©2010, ICEL. All rights reserved.

Prayer of the Faithful Response: Let your love be known through us, O God

Today’s Second Collection is for The Catholic University of America.
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DISCIPLES AROUND YOU
Worship Aid

Presentation of Gifts The Servant Song Richard Gillard

Songs for the Communion Procession
One Love Released Bob Frenzel and Kevin Kiel

Is not the bread we share, the body of our Lord?
Is not this wine we drink, the blood of Christ outpoured?

I am the bread of life, eat and you shall live.
To those who share this meal, my strength I’ll always give.

I am the living bread, as manna from the sky.
This bread I give to you, that you may never die.
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DISCIPLES AROUND YOU
Worship Aid

No one will come to me, unless our God has led.
And I shall raise them up, raise them from the dead!

Text: Bob Frenzel and Kevil Keil (ASCAP). Based on O WALY WALY
Text and music © 2000, Robert H. Frenzel and Keith Keil. Published by OCP. All rights reserved.

Ubi Caritas Laurence Rosania

We gather together in the love of Christ; let each one be glad in him and rejoice.
Our God is alive, the God of love is near; so love one another with a heart sincere.

We, the many, become one body as the Spirit binds,
and we seek to be one in Christ and one in heart and mind.
Let all quarrels, all division, all our conflict cease;
then will Christ truly dwell among us as our Lord of Peace.

Then, joined with the blessed, filled with hope and grace,
dear Lord, in great glory may we see your face.
Our joy none can measure, joy that knows no end,
resounding from endless age to age. Amen.

Text: Adapted from the Holy Thursday Liturgy. Text and music © 1992, Laurence Rosania. Published by OCP. All rights reserved.

Recessional Song In the Day of the Lord M. D. Ridge

And on that day will justice triumph, on that day will all be free:
free from want, free from fear, free to love!

Then shall the nations throng together to the mountain of the Lord:
they shall walk in the light of the Lord!

Text: based on Isaiah 2, 25, 41. Text and music © 1992, M. D. Ridge, 1938-2017. Published by OCP. All rights reserved.
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DISCIPLES AROUND YOU
Parish News

A MESSAGE FROM THE 
FINANCE COUNCIL
Our fiscal year that ended June 30, 2020, 
was a story that began with momentum 
and strategic plans but ended with a 
shift to a more reactive and tactical plan 
to provide basic services during a global 
pandemic.

We ended the year with a positive net 
income of $23,020 but fell short of our 
year-end goal of $200,012 – all of that 
shortfall can be attributed to the virus 
and its impact on attendance, offertory, 
and our ability to provide our full array of 
services.

The first eight months were building on 
the prior year’s success with hopes of 
pushing forward with the master site and 
eventually a capital campaign. 

During those first eight months, we had 
made strategic improvements in those 
areas that were brought forward from the 
Parish Strategic Plan surveys by adding 
a full time Music Director and a full time 
Director of Discipleship and Stewardship. 

We made other investments to address 
recommendations from the Parish 
Survey in the areas of Welcoming and 
Engagement by adding welcome tables 
in the Narthex, training sessions with the 
hospitality team, and a ministry apprecia-
tion dinner. We moved the nursery to the 
preschool area and increased availability 
both in mass coverage and year-round. 
We opened a new conference room for 
use by the staff that provides conference 
and video meeting capabilities which be-
came especially useful after April. We had 
begun to introduce our vision of being the 
living waters to North Fulton and our goal 
of having over 4000 attend our masses by 
our 50th birthday.

We addressed long term issues with our 
facility and property by eliminating trip-
ping risks, removal/trimming of trees near 
building, in the HVAC corral, and along 
entrance driveway.  We also cleaned out 
the invasive brush in the five retention 
ponds. New security cameras were added 
to provide more and better oversight of 
the property 24/7.

We made financial improvements by 
reducing janitorial costs by bringing in an 
outside service. We renegotiated our costs 
for offertory envelopes, for our bulletin 

and our webpage hosting. We reduced IT 
costs were reduced through the installa-
tion of Office 365 on all computers and 
through renegotiation of the IT service 
contract.  An internal review of the month-
ly water bills across 24 months found in-
creases in water usage over a four-month 
period that led to identifying and repairing 
a small leak in the service pipe leading to 
the rectory.

By February, we had an additional cash 
surplus of over $100,000 that was set 
aside specifically to do cosmetic updates, 
to fix the last remaining plumbing issues 
in the gathering area, update the Parish 
Hall and modernize the youth ministry 
room. 

March brought COVID-19. We had a 
significant portion of our revenue budget 
planned for Holy Week, but the shelter 
in place orders resulted in a shortfall of 
nearly $70,000 for that week alone. From 
April to early June, our weekly offertory 
was down 30-40%.  Our ability to reduce 
costs and defer expenses along with our 
$100,000 reserve in our checking account 
allowed us to absorb the reduced income 
(offertory, preschool and Faith Forma-
tion) without taking on short term debt 
or by reducing our $409,000 in savings. 
By maintaining our payroll during this 
time, we did participate along with over 
100 other parishes in our diocese in the 

federal government Payroll Protection 
Program. This grant of $257,000 was used 
to offset our payroll costs for eight weeks. 

Creating a useful 2020/2021 budget has 
been a challenge as our projections are 
based on a set of assumptions that the 
‘new normal’ remains the new normal 
and there are no setbacks in the commu-
nity due to the virus. Currently, we are 
projecting a $347,000 net loss for this next 
fiscal year. We are working diligently to 
minimize that projection through various 
initiatives. We are currently working on a 
stewardship renewal program as well as 
potential staffing reductions in the fall. 
The Archdiocese will provide short term 
relief by allowing us to defer the month-
ly assessment in those months where 
we have cash shortfalls without interest 
charges.  This is just a deferral so we will 
have to be current by June 2021.

We want to thank each of you for your 
support both financially and with your 
prayers. Please join us in prayer for the 
Parish, for the Church, and for our com-
munity as we do our best to find the right 
solutions in these difficult times. Please 
stay safe and join us online or at our out-
door masses.

The St. Thomas Aquinas Catholic Church 
Finance Council
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Amen Corner

Text by Kathy Kuczka, author of Connecting the Liturgy with Our Lives: Print and Digital Resources for Faith Formation (LTP, 2019). 
Art by Boris Stoilov. © 2020 Archdiocese of Chicago: Liturgy Training Publications, 3949 South Racine, Avenue, Chicago, IL 60609; 800-933-1800; www.LTP.org. 

Pastoral Liturgy® magazine, September/October 2020, www.PastoralLiturgy.org.

This page may be reproduced for personal or parish use. The copyright notice must appear with the text. 
It also may be downloaded at http://www.pastoralliturgy.org/resources/AMercifulGod.pdf.

Long ago while participating in Cursillo, Sr. Margaret 
McAnoy, ihm, said, “When you die, God is going to ask you 
about your life. God is going to ask, ‘Did you enjoy it?’” Not 
only did this question surprise and delight me, but it changed 
my perspective toward how God responds to his creation. I 
went from viewing the Lord as a critical, demanding judge to 
a being who enthusiastically cheers us on. Sr. Margaret’s 
words came back to me during a recent experience of the sac-
rament of reconciliation.

Confessing my sins has never been easy or comfortable. 
It has meant putting away my pride, lowering my defenses, 
and baring my soul enough to acknowledge my weaknesses. 
When I thought of Sr. Margaret’s words, I realized that no 
matter how far I wander from God, or no matter how broken I 
am, God waits, patiently and mercifully. God longs for us to 
live with joy.

This is the joy celebrated in the sacrament of reconcilia-
tion. It is the joy of returning to God, who has been waiting 
for us with open arms. The anguish and the joy of confession 
can be found in Psalm 32. There, the psalmist discovers 
the freedom of confession after first resisting it. When he can 
no longer keep silent, he confesses his sins and, in turn, finds 
in the Lord shelter, freedom from distress, and deliverance. 
So overwhelmed is he by God’s grace, he shares his good news 
with others. The psalmist proclaims: “Mercy surrounds 
the one who trusts in the Lord. / Be glad in the Lord and 
rejoice, you righteous; / exult, all you upright of heart.” 
Praying Psalm 32, or any of the other penitential psalms (6, 38, 
51, 102, 130, and 143), is helpful in preparing for confession. 

For an examination of conscience, a number of 
resources are available, but consideration should be given 
to using the Scriptures, particularly the Gospel accounts of 
Jesus encountering the woman at the well (John 4:5–42), 
the man born blind (John 9:1–41), and the raising of Lazarus 
(John 11:1–45). Each of these Gospels focuses on themes 
of God’s mercy and deliverance and bids us to look deeply 
into our lives. Reading the story of the man born blind, for 
example, may bring questions such as, “Where have I been 
blind to God’s love?” or “What areas of my life are in need of 
God’s light?” 

Another simple way to prepare for confession is to pray 
the Lord’s Prayer daily. This prayer’s plea to forgive and to be 
forgiven calls for continual conversion and encourages a con-
sistent trust in God’s mercy.

In addition to weekly individual confessions, most par-
ishes celebrate the Rite for Reconciliation of Several Penitents 

with Individual Confession and Absolution during Advent 
and Lent. During this liturgy, the community prays together 
before and after individual confession. This rite more accu-
rately articulates our belief that both sin and forgiveness are 
social, not just individual. That is to say, everything we do or 
fail to do affects somebody else. 

Following confessions, one may wish to bless oneself 
with holy water from the font (when holy water is available) as 
a reminder that reconciliation is a renewal of our baptism. 
Then, like the psalmist, those who have been reconciled are 
called to be vessels of reconciliation for others as Paul reminds 
us in the Second Letter to the Corinthians:

And all this is from God, who has reconciled us to himself 
through Christ and given us the ministry of reconcilia-
tion, namely, God was reconciling the world to himself in 
Christ, not counting their trespasses against them and 
entrusting to us the message of reconciliation.

Let us pray for the courage to approach the sacrament of 
reconciliation with the assurance that God is encouraging us 
and ready to ask of our experience, “Did you enjoy it?”

A Merciful God Awaits Sinners
Kathy Kuczka

Preparation for confession can include reading the Scriptures such as John’s 
account of the man born blind. Such reading gives us awareness of blind 
spots in our lives.
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PRAY FOR 
OUR SICK
Moises Abreu 
Consuelo Alvarez
Vincent Amatulli, Sr.
Sebastian Ambrosini
L.A
Louise Arrington
Sister Susan Arcaro
Ted Bare
Raymond Barry
Thomas Barts
Agnes Bloomberg
Dana Brady
Lynn Brady
Rob Brady 
Kristen Buchanan
Stephanie C.
Stephanie Callaway
Maria Dolores Carrio
Paul Carrio
Brian Cartwright
Elliott Cartwright
Armeda Cassell
Matthew Chandler
Nancy Chandler
Lynn Clark
Sally Clark 
Cecil Collins
Luke Conger
Jeff Cook
Mauricio Cuervo
Curtis Cullum
Joe Dawson
Georgeann Delling 
Ann DeLuca
Liliana DiFabio
Sophi Dolannto
Don
Morganna Donathan
Ellie
Tony Elliott
Juan Esteban Alvarez
Debby Evans
Judy Faber
Gillian Fate
Joan B. Feldhaus  
Jo Ellen Fiorvante
Rene Flores

Dough Free
Maria Garcia
Lori Garth
Dora Genesky
John Genesky
Sally Gifford
Joyce Golden
Amarylis Gomez
Rosalie Gransden
Larry Harvey
John Hensel
Mark Herwaldt
Cristina Hernandez
Chuck Huber
Rebecca Jackson
Kim Jette
Johnny
Steve Kallock
Heather Kemer
Kathy Kicklighter &  

Family
Marsha Kookan
Ryann Kopcka
Mary L.
Dn. Edmund La 

House
Dorothy Leone
Melisa Lewis
Joyce Longmire
Gerard M. Lynch
Tiffany Lyons
Bob MacPhee
Francis Marizan
Mollie Martin
Adeline Masters
Ann Masterson
Anne McShane
Fr. Doug Medlin
Sheila Medlin
Gabriel Mejorando 
Sully Miller
Jim Musiol
Kaye Moran
Byron Morris
Rafael Flores Munoz
Betty Murphy
Santiago Nava
Leanne Nendza
Carl Norris
Eric Norris

Angelo Noto
Linda Oleszczuk
Mary Jo Orr
Carol Ortman
Mary Peska
Pat Quirk
Fr. Justino Ramirez
Mario Ravry Sr.
Andre Reid
Victor Rivest
Isaac Rojo
Marjory Rosser
Margarita Rubio
Courtney S.
Lori S.
Wanda S.
Bert Sambera
Maria Sanchez
Naomi Sainchez
Nick Schumacher
Addy Segerson
Fr. Serafin
Mickey Shopenhorst
Mike Sperando
Ashley Marleny 

Stackpole
Mike Steines
Chris Stinnett
Maya Stinnett
Dn. John Strachan
Steve Strader
Susan
Max Sweeting
Angela Taylor
Chuck Thom
Jane Thomas
Dick Tobin
Blanca Trejos
Donna Turman
Ryan Vaughan
Vera
Joe Wagner
Mike Webber
Dr. Josesh Wemers
Mary Lois Williams
Rhonda Wilson
Betty Wylie
Greg Zino

FAITHFUL IN THE LORD
Mass Intentions - Pray for the Sick - Rest in Pease 

Monday, September 7
12 Noon (+) David Harrison by the McIntyre Family

Tuesday, September 8
12 Noon (+) John Kopec by Ken & Pat Massimine
12 Noon (+) Ed Sheredy by Ike & Lynn Yancy
12 Noon (+) Kevin Masterson by Ann Masterson

Wednesday, September 9
12 Noon (+) James Rutherford by Maureene Rutherford

Thursday, September 10
12 Noon (L) Jill Currie Hoover by Tom & Ellen Hoover
12 Noon (+) Michael Stack by His brother 
12 Noon (+) Brendan Hayes by Michael & Elise Barclay
7:00 p.m. (+) Isabel Cuestas de Guerra by Ruth Guerra

Friday, September 11
12 Noon (L) Thomas Gerard Engel by Tom & Ellen Hoover

Saturday, September 12
5:30 p.m. For the Intentions of the Parish Family
7:30 p.m. (+) Ana Castillo by the Yactayo Family

Sunday, September 13
7:30 a.m. (+) Jim Dollar by Frank Fornailolo
9:00 p.m. (+) Melvern & Helen Casey by Dn. Bernard Casey
10:30 p.m. (+) Leslie Van Vurst by Claire & Ed Dravis 
12 Noon (L) Paul Gerard Engel by Tom & Ellen Hoover
2:30 p.m. (+) Maria del Carmen Cruz by Rosa Salinas
5:30 p.m. (+) Al Eatz by John & Madelaine Dearie

NEW BEREAVEMENT SERIES BEGINS THIS WEEK

Beginning Tuesday, Sept. 8, there will be a nine-week Bereavement 
Series that will meet Tuesdays at 3:00 - 4:30 p.m. and 7:00 - 8:30 p.m. 
This ministry helps those who have had a significant loss cope in the 
present and plan for the future using discussion, prayer, education, and 
journaling in a small group environment. 

If you are interested or know of someone who would like to join us, 
please register by Monday, Sept. 7. Due to COVID-19, space is very limited. 
Contact Suzanne Feeney at suzannefeeney117@gmail.com  or 
404-405-3514 for more informtaion.

This list of those suffering illness is a ministry of Forever Young 
Friends and is updated at noon on Thursday every week. To be listed 

for six weeks, removed or extended, contact Marianne Fronek at 
marianneFronek@gmail.com. Let us pray together as a family for your 

intentions.



SEPTEMBER 6, 2020  | 23RD SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

10

HOPE IS ALL AROUND US
Stewardship & Parish News

UPCOMING SECOND 
COLLECTIONS
Sept. 6 | Catholic University

Sept. 13 | St. Vincent de Paul - STA

Sept. 20 | Archdiocesan SvDP

Sept. 27 | Georgia Bulletin

Oct. 4 | Maintenance Fund

Oct. 11 | St. Vincent de Paul - STA

SACRAMENTO DE LA 
CONFESIÓN
Santo Tomás de Aquino, Alpharetta
Lunes:              2 p.m. - 4 p.m.
Miércoles:       2 p.m. - 4 p.m.
Sábado:           11 a.m. - 12 p.m.
Sin confesión el 14 de septiembre
San Andrés, Roswell:
Martes:            5:45 p.m. – 6:45 p.m.
Sábado:           5:45 p.m. – 6:45 p.m.
Llamar para hacer una cita

BRING YOUR OWN CHAIR
Sunday Mass attendance is increasing 
as the weeks go on! Because of this, we 
ask that you please bring your own chair 
to Mass. There is limited seating in the 
prayer garden in case you forget your 
chair, and communion will be provided 
there as well. 
We are so thankful you have decided to 
join us for Mass outdoors! See you next 
week!

TRAE TU PROPIA SILLA
¡La asistencia a la misa dominical está 
aumentando a medida que pasan las 
semanas! Debido a esto, le pedimos que 
por favor traiga su propia silla a la Misa. 
Hay asientos limitados en el jardín de 
oración en caso de que olvide su silla, y 
la comunión también se brindará allí.
¡Estamos muy agradecidos de que haya 
decidido unirse a nosotros para la misa 
al aire libre! ¡Nos vemos la próxima 
semana!

IT’S NOT TOO LATE TO JOIN!
Inquiry Classes for those who wish to know more about the 
Catholic Church began last week; however it is not too late to join 
us.  Please call Terry Zobel in the Faith Formation Office to register 
(770-475-4508 x 205).

WHY NOT TRY ALPHA?
• Do you have questions about your purpose in life?                      
• Do you want to know who Jesus is and what Christianity is?                           
• Would you like to create new and engaging friendships?
Alpha online begins on Sept. 16.  Join the over 200 parishioners and parish guests 
who have successfully completed this course.  Don’t know what ALPHA is? Well, 
it’s a series of interactive online courses exploring the basics of Christian faith.  
If you are looking for a space to connect with God and connect with each other 
--Alpha is for you!  If you would like information about Alpha online or if you are 
interested in signing up, please stop by the Alpha table after mass or contact 
Mimi Madrid or Martha Zamorano at alpha@sta.org or call 770-475-4501.

-
TE INVITAMOS A ALPHA
• ¿Tienes preguntas sobre el propósito de tu vida?                      
• ¿Quiéres saber quién es Cristo y qué es el cristianismo?                           
• ¿Te gustaría formar nuevas amistades?
Alpha en línea inicia el 16 de septiembre. Unete a más de las 200 personas que 
han tomado el curso de Alpha aquí en Santo Tomás de Aquino. ¿Qué es ALPHA? 
Alpha es un programa de 11 sesiones donde podrás 
aprender de una forma abierta y amigable sobre qué es 
el cristianismo, hacer preguntas y compartir tu punto de 
vista. Si estás buscando como conectarte con Dios y con 
otras personas, Alpha es para ti. Si deseas registrarte o 
más información, busca la mesa de Alpha al término de 
la misa. O contactanos, Mimi Madrid o Martha Zamorano 
alpha@sta.org o llamando al 770-475-4501.   

OUR SISTER PARISH IN HAITI
By Lori McMurray - Dentist for the Haiti Dental Mission

The experience of doing mission work in Haiti 
since 2007 has softened my heart and filled 
me with compassion.  No one could have 
prepared me for our first trip, the blast of 
hot, humid air filled with the scent of burning 
when we got off the plane to walk down the 
stairs because of the lack of jetways.  There 
were no air conditioners or toilets, only doz-
ens of men pushing and shoving to get to us 
first to carry our massive amount of luggage 
all the way out to the vehicles. Why would 
anyone want to work that hard in all that 
heat?  Perhaps, to earn a dollar or two.  That 
is why.  Some of the men did not get anything 
for the day, if they did not “score” that privi-
lege of helping.  I could not help wondering if 
they would be eating that evening.

Each time we drive through the city of Port 
au Prince, I can not help but notice the lack 
of sanitation, the trash in the streets, the 
ripped or mismatched clothes of the people, 
the skinny dogs roaming, the men standing 
in the water run off from the roof,  washing 
themselves, because they have no running 
water in their make shift homes.  There are 
thousands of people everywhere and for the 
most part appeared to all be sad. How do 
most people in our world have so much, yet 
so many Haitians do not have water, sanita-
tion or electricity? 

Stay tuned next week for more from Lori McMurray
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