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PLEASE DONATE MASKS
All previous donations have been greatly 
appreciated for all the community, and have 
helped us to keep us safe. Help us to continue 
with this important task. You can deliver your 
masks to the Parish Office.  We have some 
fabric and supplies we can provide.

DONAR MÁSCARAS
Todas sus donaciones anteriores han sido 
realmente apreciadas por toda la comunidad 
y nos han ayudado a mantenernos a salvo. 
Ayúdanos a continuar con esta importante 
tarea. Puede entregar sus máscaras en la 
Oficina Parroquial. Tenemos algunas telas y 
suministros que podemos proporcionar. 

ARCHBISHOP’S ANNUAL APPEAL
Serving over 1,000,000 Catholics, the 
mission of the Archdiocese of Atlanta is 
to proclaim the Gospel of the Lord, and 
grow all of North and Central Georgia in 
faith, hope, love, and service to others. 
Together, we are God’s hands and feet, 
sharing God’s compassion and mercy, 
and demonstrating that “Our Joyful 
Return to the Lord.” Your gift to the 2021 
Archbishop’s Annual Appeal helps makes 
it possible by supporting the ministeri-
al, outreach, education, formation and 
discipleship work of the Archdiocese of 
Atlanta. 
More information inside!

CAMPAÑA ANUAL DEL ARZOBISPO
Sirviendo a más de 1,000,000 de católi-
cos, la misión de la Arquidiócesis de 
Atlanta es proclamar el evangelio del 
Señor e incrementar la fe, la esperanza, 
el amor y el servicio a todos aquellos 
en el norte y centro de Georgia. Juntos, 
somos las manos y los pies de Dios, 
compartiendo su compasión y miseri-
cordia y demostrando que “Nuestro feliz 
regreso al Señor”. Su donación a la Cam-
paña Anual del Arzobispo 2021 ayuda 
a que esto pueda ser posible, al apoyar 
la labor ministerial y de divulgación, 
educación, formación y discipulado de 
la Arquidiócesis de Atlanta. ¡Más infor-
mación adentro!



QUESTION OF THE WEEK
Where do I most need the healing touch of 
Jesus?

Each week, members of the staff 
gather to study and reflect on the 
upcoming Sunday’s Gospel, and from 
that study and reflection they prepare 
the Question of the Week. Refer back 
to today’s Gospel to reflect on your 
personal response. Mark 1: 29-39

PREGUNTA DE LA SEMANA
¿Dónde necesito más el toque sanador de 
Jesús?

Cada semana, miembros del personal se 
reúnen para estudiar y reflexionar en el 
próximo evangelio del domingo y en base 
de ese estudio y reflexión ellos preparan 
la Pregunta de la Semana. Usa el evangelio 
y las lecturas para encontrar tu respuesta 
personal a la pregunta. Marcos 1: 29-39
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WELCOME TO OUR FAMILY
Office Hours / Question of the Week

MASS TIMES
Monday-Friday:
• Facebook Live at 12:00 p.m.
• Wednesday Mass at noon is open 

to seniors (62 and over).
• Misa del jueves en español - 7:00 

p.m.
• Friday Mass at noon is open to 

the public.
Saturday Vigil / Vigilia:
• 5:00 p.m. - Indoors - English
• 7:30 p.m. - Templo - Español
The Saturday Masses will be 
livestreamed and posted on our 
website and YouTube following each.
Las misas del sábado se transmitirán en 
vivo y se publicarán en nuestro sitio web y 
luego en YouTube.
Sunday / Domingo:
• 8:00 a.m. - Indoors - English
• 11:00 a.m. - Outdoors - English
• 2:00 p.m. - Afuera - Español
• 5:00 p.m. - Indoors - English

Please help me in welcoming with open arms these new parishioners to the 
St. Thomas Aquinas Family!

Por favor ayúdenme en darle la bienvenida con los brazos abiertos a estos 
parroquianos nuevos a la familia de Sto. Tomás de Aquino!

— Msgr. Daniel Stack

Joseph Bokkala
Eduardo & Malena Burkard

Joana Da Fonseca
Margaret Damiani

Bernadette Dor
Marc Arthu Dor

Christopher Fairey

Gerard & Diana Federicci-Baga
Mildred Henning

Mauricio & Daniela Hurtado
Aloysius & Satta Jackson
Timothy & Karin Kemper

Courtney Nicole Mattinson
Shannon McShea

Julio Padilla
Stephen & Susan Rowley

Michael Scherrer
Phillip & Andrea Simpson

Ivan & Sabrina Torres
Santos Varela

OFFICE HOURS 
Parish Office: 9 a.m. - 4 p.m. 
Monday - Friday 

Faith Formation: 10 a.m. - 3 p.m. 
Tuesday - Friday

HORARIO DE OFICINA
Oficina Parroquial: 9 a.m. a 4 p.m. 
Lunes a viernes. 
Formación de fe: 10 a.m. - 3 p.m. Martes 
a viernes 
La Oficina de atención al público en 
español: 3 p.m. - 7 p.m. Lunes a jueves

CLERGY
Msgr. Daniel Stack
Pastor 
Fr. Roberto Herrera
Parochial Vicar
Fr. Paul W. Berny
In Residence

FOLLOW US



FEBRUARY 7, 2021 | 5TH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

3

DISCIPLES AROUND YOU
Archbishops Annual Appeal 

ARCHBISHOPS ANNUAL APPEAL

Serving over 1,000,000 Catholics, the mission of 
the Archdiocese of Atlanta is to proclaim the Gos-
pel of the Lord, and grow all of north and central 
Georgia in faith, hope, love, and service to others. 
Together, we are God’s hands and feet, sharing 
God’s compassion and mercy, and demonstrating 
that “Our Joyful Return to the Lord.”
Your gift to the 2021 Archbishop’s Annual Appeal 
helps makes it possible by supporting the ministe-
rial, outreach, education, formation and disciple-
ship work of the Archdiocese of Atlanta. 

Please give prayerful consideration to your level of 
support to help fund the essential ministries and 
services supported by the appeal.  Next week-
end, we will hear a message about the appeal 
and everyone who has not yet make a gift to the 
Appeal will have the opportunity during our in-pew 
process. Please be prepared next week to make a 
pledge to the 2021 Archbishop’s Annual Appeal.

To learn more about the appeal, and to donate 
online, visit our webside at www.sta.org/archapeal

Sirviendo a más de 1,000,000 de católicos, la 
misión de la Arquidiócesis de Atlanta es procla-
mar el evangelio del Señor e incrementar la fe, la 
esperanza, el amor y el servicio a todos aquellos 
en el norte y centro de Georgia. Juntos, somos las 
manos y los pies de Dios, compartiendo su compa-
sión y misericordia y demostrando que “Nuestro 
feliz regreso al Señor”. Su donación a la Campaña 
Anual del Arzobispo 2021 ayuda a que esto pueda 
ser posible, al apoyar la labor ministerial y de 
divulgación, educación, formación y discipulado de 
la Arquidiócesis de Atlanta. 

El próximo fin de semana escucharán un mensaje 
de la Campaña Anual del Arzobispo, y aquellos 
que todavía no han donado a la campaña tendrán 
la oportunidad de hacerlo durante el proceso 
en las bancas. Por favor, vengan preparados la 
próxima semana para hacer su compromiso a la 
Campaña Anual del Arzobispo 2021.

Para obtener más información, o para donar por 
Internet, visiten www.sta.org/archapeal.

20 SUPPORTED MINISTRIES
Our Goal for 2021 is $8,700,000!

The Ministries and Offices Supported by the Archbishop’s Annual Appeal.

Education, Formation & Discipleship –    2,450,000
Under-Resourced School Support  600,000
Parish Pre-School Programs  50,000
Campus Ministry    600,000
Religious Education   300,000
Youth & Young Adult Ministry  200,000
Marriage & Family Ministry  250,000
Pastoral Care Ministry   250,000
Eucharistic Congress   200,000

Pastoral Outreach –    2,300,000
Respect Life Ministry   125,000
Justice & Peace Ministries   125,000
Prison & Jail Ministry   200,000
Disabilities Ministry   125,000
Intercultural Ministries   300,000
Child & Youth Protection   350,000
Hospital Ministry    75,000
Metropolitan Tribunal   450,000
Parish & Mission Support   500,000
Cemeteries    50,000

Ministerial Support -    $2,650,000
Seminarian Education   $1,500,000
Permanent Diaconate   $350,000
Priest Support & Retirement Care  $650,000
Priest Continuing Formation  $150,000

Catholic Charities –   $600,000
Self-Sufficiency Programs 
Skill Development Services  200,000
Education/Employment Services  200,000
Security and Well-Being Services  200,000

Administrative Costs -    $500,000
Administrative Costs   $500,000



DISCIPLES AROUND YOU
Haiti Second Collection
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A BIT OF HISTORY FOR THOSE WHO ARE NOT FAMIL-
IAR WITH THE HAITI MINISTRY:
Our relationship with the parish of St. Martin in Delatte, Haiti 
started in 1998 when St. Thomas Aquinas, then led by Msgr. Al 
Jowdy, answered the call to help build St. Martin a church, after 
theirs had been destroyed by a hurricane. Their church is still the 
only large gathering facility for the community.

WHERE IS OUR SISTER PARISH?
St. Martin occupies a territory of approximately ten square miles 
in a mountainous region, about 48 miles southwest of Port-au-
Prince, Haiti’s capital.  Access to our sister parish has improved 
over the last 22 years, but is still very difficult and not recom-
mended for the faint of heart!  The Parish Center, comprising the 
church, single-story rectory, dormitory, main school and other 
small administrative offices form a compound that sits at the top 
of a mountain.

WHAT DO WE DO IN ST. MARTIN?
In the first few years of our relationship, we of St. Thomas Aqui-
nas focused our efforts on the basic necessities of life at their 
Parish Center, such as clean water, a reliable source of electricity 
for day-to-day living, repairs to reinforce existing structures, etc.  
We also shipped school supplies, and provided other needed 
material support to their parish school.
After a few years of witnessing the excitement and positive 
change the school was making in Delatte, it became glaring to 
all involved that education would be the most important motor 
of change to give the whole community hope for a better future, 
and pride in their achievement.
After all, it has been proven time and time again that education 
is the main catalyst to self-sufficiency.
You and other parishioners of St. Thomas Aquinas supported 
this collective effort in a most generous way, year after year. Our 
parish committed to cover teacher salaries, a daily meal of rice 
and beans for the students, and other school related expenses.
The plan worked!  Over the years, our sister parish has been able 
to operate not only the Parish Center school, but seven other 
remote locations which provide widespread access to education 
to the children of Delatte. No one is refused.  Parents who were 
hesitant in the early days to send their children to school instead 
of to the fields are now encouraging them to excel.  The gradua-
tion rate and quality of results are among the best in the coun-
try. Some students have been able to pursue higher education, 
and Delatte is seeing priests, teachers, agronomists and nurses 
come back to serve its population.
You and other parishioners have given a people so much hope!

A SETBACK BECAME A VICTORY!
In 2010, a terrible earthquake rendered most of the old struc-
tures unusable.
If you remember, things were so bad in the cities of Haiti that 
the world noticed and rallied to help.  Switzerland was originally 
looking to rebuild a school in one of those cities, but after look-
ing into many possible locations, they chose Delatte in the moun-
tains.  What changed their minds?  YOU DID!
They were thoroughly impressed by your desire to effect lasting 

change in Delatte, and the enthusiastic response of our sister 
parish, that translated into the amazing results of its students.
And so a new beautiful large Parish Center school opened 
in 2015, able to serve over 1,400 students in a safe, hurri-
cane-proof, clean environment.  You cannot imagine how 
immensely grateful the people of St. Martin are to you and the 
community of St. Thomas Aquinas!  Those of us who were there 
will never forget their joy!

OUR MISSION CONTINUES:
We are counting on your generous support to keep the chil-
dren of St. Martin in school, and the dreams of the community 
alive!  With the current pandemic and global political upheaval, 
it is even more imperative than ever to keep the light of hope 
shining. 
Our annual need is $70,000 which translates to an average 
teacher salary of $600 a year, with a little extra for other school 
expenses.
Just think how far a donation of a few hundred dollars can go in 
our sister parish!
As Msgr. Jowdy once told me, “This is the best investment I ever 
made!”

The second collection for our Haiti Sister Parish is this weekend! 
Your donation can also be brought directly to the parish office, 
with the notation “Haiti” on your check, or made online at sta.
org.

HELP US CONTINUE GIVING PEOPLE HOPE
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DISCIPLES AROUND YOU
Live The Liturgy

ASH WEDNESDAY
WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 17

Due to the pandemic and to avoid contact, 
ashes will be sprinkled on the crown of the 
head rather than applied to the forehead as 
in previous years.

All liturgies take place inside the church and 
seating will be on a first-come, first-served 
basis.

• 6:30 a.m. Mass in English with the distri-
bution of ashes

• 9:00 a.m. Mass in English with the distri-
bution of ashes

• 12 noon Mass in English with the dis-
tribution of ashes (livestreamed on our 
Facebook page)

• 5:00 p.m. Liturgy of the Word prayer 
service in English with the distribution of 
ashes

• 
• 6:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m. Distribution of ashes 

only
• Distribution stations will be set up in the 

Chapel, the Parish Hall, and outdoors in 
the social circle.

• 
• 8:00 p.m. Mass in Spanish with the dis-

tribution of ashes (livestreamed on our 
Facebook page)

MIÉRCOLES DE CENIZA
MIÉRCOLES 17 DE FEBRERO

Debido a la pandemia y para evitar el con-
tacto físico, las cenizas se esparcirán sobre 
la cabeza (coronilla) en lugar de aplicarse en 
la frente como en años anteriores.

Todas las liturgias se celebrarán dentro de 
la iglesia y los asientos serán asignados por 
orden de llegada.

• 6:30 a.m. Misa en inglés con distribución 
de cenizas

• 9:00 a.m. Misa en inglés con distribución 
de cenizas

• 12:00 p.m. Misa en inglés con distribución 
de cenizas (retransmitida en directo en 
nuestra página de Facebook)

• 5:00 p.m. Servicio de oración de la Liturg-
ia de la Palabra en inglés con distribución 
de cenizas

• 
• 6:00 p.m. - 8: 00 p.m. Distribución de 

cenizas únicamente
• Habrá estaciones de distribución en la 

capilla, el salón parroquial y al aire libre 
en el círculo social.

• 
• 8:00 p.m. Misa en español con distribu-

ción de cenizas (retransmitida en directo 
en nuestra página de Facebook)

AN ASH WEDNESDAY PRAYER

“Ashes to ashes. Dust to dust.”
You remind us today, oh Lord, of our origin 

and end.
In the beginning, You fashioned us in the 

Garden.
You dignified dust with the Breath of Life.
You made us in Your image and likeness.

You led Your people through the dust of the 
Sinai wilderness to the Promised Land.

You overcame temptation in the dry desert.
You healed the blind with dirt and clay.
Three times Your body stirred the dust

as you fell on the road to Calvary.
Hear the cry of Your people!

One day we will return to dust.
This Lenten season, stir our minds to con-
template You, our hearts to love You, and 

our bodies to serve You in our brothers and 
sisters.

May our prayer, fasting, and almsgiving
be Your breath alive in us.

Amen.



DISCIPLES AROUND YOU
Gospel Meditation
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GOSPEL MEDITATION
ENCOURAGE DEEPER UNDERSTANDING OF SCRIPTURE
February 7, 2021
5th Sunday in Ordinary Time

If I only knew then what I know now, how different life would be. This sen-
timent, expressed in myriad ways, is found on every human being’s lips at 
one point or another. Life may have brought us to a vulnerable place where 
we see some of the poor choices we made and the effects they are having. 
Perhaps we fell into some destructive and dysfunctional relationships or 
behaviors and are finding how they held us captive. Our zeal and passion 
for life may have drifted away and we are waking up to the reasons apathy 
has taken hold. Life can be hard. In fact, some would describe their lives 
as a drudgery. They walk through each day with an anxious unsettledness, 
wondering when their restlessness will cease. There is a temptation to 
believe that what I see is all I will get. Mortality and hopelessness await the 
dawn. If I could only have known what would come in the future, I could 
have made better choices and avoided all of this misery!

Really? While we can certainly give into weakness, sin, impulsiveness, 
and idiosyncrasies that cause us to stumble over ourselves, life is really a 
journey. If we don’t make the mistake of wallowing in the mire of self-pity 
and realize the new life God is calling us to, then there are thrills, adven-
tures, surprises, and soul-searching graces we can surely miss. We are not 
tethered to our past nor are we bound to the ills life can bring upon us. We 
are never hopeless or helpless. The problem is that our myopic vision only 
allows us to see the misery and misfortune that is before us, not the po-
tential that can come from choosing healthier and more life-giving options. 
Jesus came that we might have fullness of life. We need to learn how to 
reach for Jesus’ hand and let him help us to our feet.

We need to allow God into our pain and heal our past. We have to wrestle 
with our histories, agonize and search and cry out for the Divine healing 
we need to restore our faith, hope, and love. Job could not see how his 
story would end or trust the guidance of the God who called him. We live 
in that same blindness and suffer from the same lack of confidence. Once 
we allow ourselves to be touched by God’s healing power, we begin to see 
that all of the pieces of our lives are necessary parts of a greater whole. 
Along the way of our lives, God uses our omissions and failures to create 
new things and possibilities. When doors close, others open and we can be 
amazed by the joyful and unexpected surprises we receive. Once we know 
the power of God’s creative, healing, life-giving, forgiving, and dynamic 
presence, it is no wonder we want to put ourselves at the service of others 
and show them what life can be.

©LPi

MEDITACIÓN DEL EVANGELIO  
ALENTAR UN ENTENDIMIENTO MÁS 
PROFUNDO DE LA ESCRITURA
7 de febrero de 2021
5º Domingo del Tiempo Ordinario

Quizá ha tenido la experiencia de ser ministro de 
Eucaristía y llevar la comunión a los enfermos en 
su casa. Ha visto el dolor de cerca y su deseo es 
darles la mano y que se levanten de su lecho. Sí, 
ahora nos duele el no poder llevar la comunión 
por razón de la pandemia, aún existen muchas 
restricciones. Sin embargo, el Evangelio narra 
cómo Jesús visita a la suegra de Pedro que estaba 
enferma. Jesús le da la mano, la cura y ella se le-
vanta y se dice que de inmediato se puso a servir.  
Claramente, se ve que enfermos no podemos 
hacer ministerio. Sanar, para servir.

“Jesús se presenta públicamente como alguien que 
lucha contra la enfermedad y que vino para sanar 
al hombre de todo mal: el mal del espíritu y el mal 
del cuerpo. Es de verdad conmovedora la escena 
evangélica a la que acaba de hacer referencia el 
Evangelio de san Marcos. Dice así: Si pienso en las 
grandes ciudades contemporáneas, me pregunto 
dónde están las puertas ante las cuales llevar a los 
enfermos para que sean curados. Jesús nunca se 
negó a curarlos. Nunca siguió de largo, nunca giró 
la cara hacia otro lado. Y cuando un padre o una 
madre, o incluso sencillamente personas amigas 
le llevaban un enfermo para que lo tocase y lo cu-
rase, no se entretenía con otras cosas; la curación 
estaba antes que la ley, incluso una tan sagrada 
como el descanso del sábado”. (Extracto tomado 
de la Catequesis del Papa Francisco 10 de Junio de 
2015). ¡Así era Jesús! ¿Tú cómo eres?

©LPi
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DISCIPLES AROUND YOU
Baby Bottle Drive

THE DRAKE HOUSE 2ND 
COLLECTION

Have you heard of The Drake House?  
Did you know that they support and 
house single homeless mother’s 
with young children in Roswell?  St. 
Thomas has sponsored a two-bed-
room apartment since 2011 and have 
housed 22 families including 57 
children. With the current situation, 
keeping the apartment depends 
on the charity of our parishioners.  
Please read the story below to un-
derstand why helping these mothers 
is so important for their and their 
children’s future.  

Sheryl and her four children found 
themselves homeless during the COVID 
crisis after living with friends and family 
and then a weekly hotel. She found The 
Drake House on the internet and sought 
help as she was in financial peril.  She 
was no longer able to pay for their 
weekly hotel and also get her car regis-
tration renewed.  Her full-time employ-
ment was in Alpharetta but had closed 
their office and required work from 
home provisions. The Drake House fully 
furnished two bedroom apartment, with 
WIFI access, allowed her to keep her job. 
She saved her income to take care of 
her car needs and save for independent 
housing. Her children participated in 
virtual classes in their bedrooms while 
mom worked on the Drake House desk 
top in the dining room. Sheryl paid off 
her utility debt with the help of matched 
savings and the family is now stably 
housed in their own apartment.

Please consider giving to The Drake 
House collection on February 28!  We 
need your help now more than ever 
to help these families have a safe 
place to call home until they are back 
on their feet again.  

Thank you!  

WEEKLY READINGS AND OBSERVANCES - ENGAGE PARISHIONERS IN 
DAILY MASS AND PRAYER

Readings for the week of February 7, 2021
Sunday:   Jb 7:1-4, 6-7/Ps 147:1-2, 3-4, 5-6 [cf. 3a]/1 Cor 9:16-19, 22-23/Mk 1:29-39
Monday: Gn 1:1-19/Ps 104:1-2a, 5-6, 10 and 12, 24 and 35c [31b]/Mk 6:53-56
Tuesday: Gn 1:20—2:4a/Ps 8:4-5, 6-7, 8-9 [2ab]/Mk 7:1-13
Wednesday: Gn 2:4b-9, 15-17/Ps 104:1-2a, 27-28, 29bc-30 [1a]/Mk 7:14-23
Thursday: Gn 2:18-25/Ps 128:1-2, 3, 4-5 [cf. 1a]/Mk 7:24-30
Friday:  Gn 3:1-8/Ps 32:1-2, 5, 6, 7 [1a]/Mk 7:31-37
Saturday: Gn 3:9-24/Ps 90:2, 3-4abc, 5-6, 12-13 [1]/Mk 8:1-10
Next Sunday: Lv 13:1-2, 44-46/Ps 32:1-2, 5, 11 [7]/1 Cor 10:31—11:1/Mk 1:40-45

Observances for the week of February 7, 2021
Sunday:  5th Sunday in Ordinary Time
Monday: St. Jerome Emiliani; St. Josephine Bakhita, Virgin
Tuesday:  
Wednesday: St. Scholastica, Virgin 
Thursday: Our Lady of Lourdes 
Friday:  
Saturday: BVM
Next Sunday: 6th Sunday in Ordinary Time; World Marriage Day; Valentine’s Day

LAS LECTURAS Y CONMEMORACIONES SEMANALES - INVOLUCRAR A 
PARROQUIANOS EN MISA Y ORACIÓN DIARIO

Las lecturas de la semana del 7 de febrero de 2021
Domingo:   Job 7, 1-4. 6-7/Sal 146, 1-2. 3-4. 5-6 [cfr. 3]/1 Cor 9, 16-19. 22-23/Mc 1, 
  29-39
Lunes:   Gn 1, 1-19/Sal 103, 1-2. 5-6. 10 y 12. 24 y 35 [31]/Mc 6, 53-56
Martes:   Gn 1, 20—2, 4/Sal 8, 4-5. 6-7. 8-9 [2]/Mc 7, 1-13
Miércoles:  Gn 2, 4-9. 15-17/Sal 103, 1-2. 27-28. 29-30 [1]/Mc 7, 14-23
Jueves:   Gn 2, 18-25/Sal 127, 1-2. 3. 4-5 [cfr. 1]/Mc 7, 24-30
Viernes:  Gn 3, 1-8/Sal 31, 1-2. 5. 6. 7 [1]/Mc 7, 31-37
Sábado:  Gn 3, 9-24/Sal 89, 2. 3-4. 5-6. 12-13 [1]/Mc 8, 1-10
Domingo siguiente:  Lv 13, 1-2. 44-46/Sal 31, 1-2. 5. 11 [7]/1 Cor 10, 31—11, 1/Mc 1, 
   40-45

Las conmemoraciones de la semana del 7 de febrero de 2021
Domingo: 5º Domingo del Tiempo Ordinario
Lunes:  San Jerónimo Emiliani; Santa Josefina Bakhita, virgen
Martes: 
Miércoles: Santa Escolástica, virgen 
Jueves:  Nuestra Señora de Lourdes 
Viernes: 
Sábado:  BVM 
Domingo siguiente: 6º Domingo del Tiempo Ordinario; Día Mundial del Matrimo
   nio; Día de San Valentín
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DISCIPLES AROUND YOU
Amen Corner 

Amen Corner
Kathy Kuczka

Gathering

Remember the last time you traveled 
somewhere? Most likely, you were excited 
about the experiences you would share 

with fellow travelers and the places you would go. As the People 
of God, we too are on a journey—a spiritual journey to the King-
dom of God.

Did you ever look around at Sunday Mass to discover just who 
your traveling companions are? Walking into church, we are part 
of an activity that is in progress. We are in the process of gather-
ing as a people.

Some people use the gathering time before Mass for quiet prayer, 
while others might use that time to socialize with fellow parishio-
ners. For most, it’s a mixture of both. In the mind of the Church, 
it’s not how we gather that matters, it’s who gathers that counts. 
The people gathered at prayer arrive with many experiences of 
joy, heartbreak, and challenge.

I reflect on those who gathered last Sunday: Ana Maria was antic-
ipating her month-long trip to her home country of Guatemala. 
Young Mary was looking forward to the publication of her second 
book and young Noah was looking forward to playing baseball 
with his team. Michael was rejoicing that his wife survived a chal-
lenging bout with the coronavirus and is now home and healthy. 
Ann was marking the one-month anniversary of the death of her 
mother. Deacons in formation Mike and Carlos were excited about 
their new status as instituted Acolyte and Lector, respectively. 
Joanne was facing yet another week of trying to make ends meet 
and Joe was trying to stay sober one more day.   

Behind every face in our gathered assembly, there is a story or 
two. These are the stories of pain and loss and joy and thanksgiv-
ing and hoping against hope. These are the stories that put flesh 
on what it means to die and to rise. Our gathering, therefore, sym-
bolizes the paschal mystery of Jesus. Recognizing this, the liturgical 
documents emphasize the gathering of the assembly. The Consti-
tution on the Sacred Liturgy, a document of the Second Vatican 
Council, states that Christ is present “when the Church prays and 
sings” (7). The General Instruction of the Roman Missal states that 
Mass begins “when the people are gathered” (120). That’s a stark 
contrast to the pre-Vatican II instruction which said that Mass 
begins “when the priest is ready.” The Church is teaching us that 
there is something very significant about the gathered community.

Before the first note is played or the first prayer uttered, our gath-
ering becomes a holy event. We gather to seek strength from each 
other and from the God who strengthens us in word and sacra-
ment. Our very gathering becomes a sign of God’s presence in and 
solidarity with the world.
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Mary Ellen Adams
Tom Adams
Lucille Bailey
Lynn Brady
Kelly Campbell
Paul Caruso
DiAna Casale
Sally Clark
Ellen Reuland Coons

Elva Betts Dresner
Michael Harnett
Mary Hursey
Jim Hynes
Deacon Ed LaHouse
Bob Luxton
Ann Masterson
Andrea Miller
Peter Pell

Pat Quirk
Mickey 

Schoppenhorst
Bert Sembera
Deacon John 

Strachan
Mary Ann 

Whitehead

FAITHFUL IN THE LORD
Mass Intentions - Pray for the Sick  - Sacraments

Monday, February 8
12 Noon (L) Joseph Giglio by Lori Trogstad

Tuesday, February 9
12 Noon (+) Mariam Joseph Mattathilanickal by STA Priests, 
  Deacons & Staff
    (+) John L. Chew Jr. by Deborah Eanes
    (L) Paul Caruso by Bob Pfister

Wednesday, February 10
12 Noon (+) Michael Virostek by Phil Virostek

Thursday, February 11
12 Noon (+) Ivan Gabriel Merlo by STA Priests, Deacons & Staff
    (L) Linda Zapatha by Patty Shanahan-Bailie
7:00 p.m. (+) Paula Morales de Lobato by Guillermo Lobato

Friday, Feburary 12
12 Noon (+) Irvin Nadolny by Claire & Ed Dravis

Saturday, February 13
5:00 p.m. For the Intention of the Parish Family
7:30 p.m. (L) Angelica Ortiz & family by Unity & Diversity Ministry

Saturday, February 14
8:00 a.m. (+) Lillian D’Angelo by Carolyn Rathur
11:00 a.m. (+) Valerie Casey by Bernard Casey
2:00 p.m. (L) Keyla Lopez & family by Unity & Diversity Ministry
5:00 p.m. (+) Felipa & Contreras Lozano by Rhodelidia Salvatierra

PLEASE PRAY FOR THE REPOSE OF THE SOUL OF:

Cecil Collins
Brother of Lucretia Hart

Eternal rest grant unto him, O Lord, and let perpetual light shine 
upon him.

May the souls of all the faithful departed rest in peace. Amen.

This list of those suffering illness is a ministry of 
Forever Young Friends and is updated at noon on 
Thursday every week. To be listed for six weeks, 

removed or extended, contact Marianne Fronek at 
marianneFronek@gmail.com. Let us pray together as 

a family for your intentions.

HOPE IS ALL AROUND US

PRAY FOR OUR SICK

BAPTISMS / BAUTIZOS
Baptism is a special step in your child’s faith jour-
ney, and we are honored to be part of it. The Cath-
olic Church teaches us that parents are the primary 
educators in the faith of their children. Our Baptismal 
preparation is designed to assist you, parents and god-
parents, in raising these children in the faith. To allow 
ample time to complete planning, expectant mothers 
are encouraged to contact us before their baby is 
born. Please review our Baptism Preparation Class 
schedule, for more information on this class and how 
to register, please contact Maria Yactayo at 770-475-
4501 ext. 102 or Andrea Garcia at ext. 215.

El bautizo es un paso especial en la vida de fe de su 
hijo y nos sentimos honrados de ser parte de él. La 
Iglesia Católica nos enseña que los padres son los 
principales educadores en la fe de sus hijos. Nuestra 
preparación bautismal está diseñada para ayudarlos a 
ustedes, padres y padrinos, a criar a estos niños en la 
fe. Para permitir suficiente tiempo para completar la 
planificación, se recomienda a las mujeres embaraz-
adas que se comuniquen con nosotros antes de que 
nazca su bebé. Por favor revise nuestro horario de 
clases de preparación para el bautismo, para obtener 
más información sobre esta clase y cómo registrarse, 
comuníquese con Maria Yactayo al ext. 102 o Andrea 
García a la ext. 215.

Baptism Prep Class in 
English is held in room 
204 at 1:00 p.m. on:
• March 20
• May 15
• July 17
• September 18
• November 20

La clase de preparación 
para el bautismo en 
español se lleva a cabo 
virtualmente por Zoom a 
las 7:00 p.m. él:
• 15 de marzo
• 10 de abril
• 18 de mayo
• 15 de Junio

RECONCILIATION / RECONCILIACIÓN
Confessions are held on Mondays from 2:00 
p.m. - 4:00 p.m. and 
Satursdays from 3:00 p.m. - 4:00 p.m. All 
confessions will take place in the chapel.

Las confesiones se realizan los lunes a partir 
de las 2:00 p.m. - 16:00. y sábados a partir de 
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FAITHFUL IN THE LORD
Parish News

UPCOMING SECOND COLLECTIONS
Feb. 7 | Siser Parish Hailti

Feb. 14 | St. Vincent de Paul - STA

Feb. 21 | Black & Indian Missions

Feb. 28 | Drake House

March 7 | Easter Flowers

March 14 | Catholic Relief Services

March  21 | St. Vincent de Paul - STA

March 28 | Holy Places

April 4 | Archdiocesan Seminarians Springs

MASS ATTENDANCE 
Jan. 25- Jan. 31
Wednesday Mass for Seniors| 77
Thursday Spanish | 98
Saturday 5:00 p.m. (English) | 80
Saturday 7:30 p.m. (Spanish) | 143
Sunday 8:00 a.m. (English) | 100
Sunday 11:00 a.m. (English )| 151
Sunday 2:00 p.m. (Spanish)| 310
Sunday 5:00 p.m. (English) | 140

TOTAL |1,099

SVdP FOOD PANTRY:

• Rice
• Pasta sauce
• Corn
• Cereal
• Toilet paper 
• Canned chicken
• Mac and cheese

Please note that expired food will 
not be accepted. 

Thank you for donating!

EVERYDAY STEWARDSHIP 
RECOGNIZE GOD IN YOUR ORDINARY MOMENTS
The Audacity of Holiness

Do you know a holy person? I’m not talking about piety — that’s 
important, too, in its own way. But right now, I’m speaking of 
holiness. 

St. Therese of Lisieux called holiness “a disposition of the heart 
that makes us humble and little in the arms of God, aware of our 
weakness, and confident — in the most audacious way — in His 
Fatherly goodness.”

The holy person sees a storm on the hori-
zon of life, and rather than give themselves 
over to fear and despair (natural and 
understandable reactions), regards the 
gathering winds as an opportunity to rely 
more fully on God. The holy person takes a 
bad situation and sanctifies it with charity 
and understanding that defies our fallen 
human nature. 

Peter’s mother-in-law was still in the throes 
of a fever when Jesus grasped her hand. It 
wasn’t until she took his hand and allowed 
him to help her up that “the fever left 
her and she waited on them.” Before the 
fever could leave her, she had to commit 
to holiness — to put her trust in him in 
a most audacious way. She had to find it 
within herself to lift her weakened hand 
to grasp his — and as soon as she did, she 
was rewarded. Her bodily health restored, she gave thanks, and 
attended to his needs.

God’s hand is always outstretched to us. Will we take it, even 
if the fever of sin and pride and worldly concerns rages in our 
souls? Will we muster the strength? Will we be audacious enough 
to have confidence in His Fatherly goodness?

— Tracy Earl Welliver, MTS

LA CORRESPONSABILIDAD DIARIA:
RECONOCE A DIOS EN TUS MOMENTOS ORDINARIOS
La Audacia de la Santidad

¿Conoces a una persona santa? No estoy hablando de piedad; 
eso también es importante, a su manera. Pero ahora mismo, 
estoy hablando de santidad.Santa Teresa de Lisieux llamó a la 
santidad “una disposición del corazón que nos hace humildes y 
pequeños en los brazos de Dios, conscientes de nuestra 
debilidad y confiados, de la manera más audaz, en su bondad 
paternal”.

La persona santa ve una tormenta en el 
horizonte de la vida y, en lugar de entre-
garse al miedo y la desesperación (reac-
ciones naturales y comprensibles), consid-
era los vientos que se acumulan como una 
oportunidad para confiar más plenamente 
en Dios. La persona santa toma una mala 
situación y la santifica con caridad y comp-
rensión que desafía nuestra caída natu-
raleza humana.

La suegra de Pedro todavía estaba su-
friendo una fiebre cuando Jesús le tomó 
la mano. No fue hasta que ella tomó su 
mano y le permitió que la ayudara a levan-
tarse que “la fiebre la dejó y los atendió”. 
Antes de que la fiebre la dejara, tuvo que 
comprometerse con la santidad, poner su 
confianza en él de la manera más audaz. 
Tuvo que encontrarla dentro de sí misma 
para levantar su mano debilitada para 

agarrar la de él, y tan pronto como lo hizo, fue recompensada. 
Su salud corporal se recuperó, dio gracias y se ocupó de sus 
necesidades.

La mano de Dios siempre está extendida hacia nosotros. ¿La 
aceptaremos, incluso si la fiebre del pecado, el orgullo y las 
preocupaciones mundanas se enfurecen en nuestras almas? 
¿Reuniremos la fuerza? ¿Seremos lo suficientemente audaces 
como para tener confianza en su bondad paternal?

- Tracy Earl Welliver, MTS



1350 Upper Hembree Rd • Suite 200
Roswell, Ga 30076

770-753-0067 | www.callicuttdayries.com

Wendy Medders Macke, DMD
Parishioner
860 Warsaw Road Suite 100 • Roswell, Ga 30075

770-993-0265 | www.mackedental.com

 A tradition of Family
 Dental Care

 Ken Giordano
 Mortgage Consultant
 Parishioner - Contribution
 made with each closed loan

 “Making Home Happen”

Ken@goodfriendmortgage.com

902 Abbey Court
Alpharetta, GA 30004
Mobile 770.335.4766
Direct 678.400.2031

NMLS#: 1838391 GRMA#: 66006
Branch NMLS#: 160318 GRML#: 18978

Healthy Purpose LLC
Gina Manley, Parishioner
Certified Health Coach
(770) 757-0397

“Coaching you to a healthier You”

 Simple Cremation Full Traditional Burial
 $795 $3995
  (Includes Casket)

404.975.2527  • www.southcare.us

The Swan Center for Plastic Surgery has been serving 
Alpharetta community and beyond for over 25 years. 
We’re dedicated to providing exceptional care and 

natural-looking results for all of our patients!

A Proud Parishioner of St. Thomas Aquinas Church

 770-667-0904 SWANCENTERATLANTA.COM
  @TheSwanCenter

	 Siobhan	Schaffer
 Parishioner
 404-641-3373
	 www.solidsource.com
 “You’ll Feel at Home with Us!”
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Dr. Mark Van Deusen

NAENTA.COM

Cumming Office:
4150 Deputy Bill Cantrell Memorial Rd #260

Cumming, GA 30040
Phone: (770) 292-3045

Dawsonville Office:
81 Northside Dawson Drive #305

Dawsonville, Georgia 30534
Phone: (770) 292-3045

Alpharetta Office:
300 3180 North Point Pkwy Ste 302

Alpharetta, GA 30005
Phone: (678) 250-6809

Please support our advertisers and mention you saw their ad here.

270 Rucker Rd • Alpharetta | 678-878-2251

Open 7 days a week 
from 6a-2:30p

JOIN US AFTER MASS



THIS SPACE IS

 Deacon Leo & Carol Gahafer

Pack & Ship Guarantee • Mailbox services • Digital Printing
Scanning • Faxing • Notary • Shredding • Banners • Freight

Crabapple Kroger Center Plaza | 770-667-9886

The UPS Store®

Auto - Home - Life
Bank - Mutual Funds

Doug Marrinson
Agent & Parishioner
678-377-6789
www.dougmarrinson.com
doug@dougmarrinson.com

Cremation Service • Pre-Arrangements
12050 Crabapple Rd. • Roswell, GA 30075

(1 mile from St. Thomas Aquinas)
(770) 645-1414

www.northsidechapel.com
North Fulton’s only locally owned and operated funeral home

	 food	for	every	mood

bring in this ad and receive 10% off your bill

S R G
www.sedgwickrestaurantgroup.com

Little Bear Tree Service
 • Complete Tree Removal
 • Care and Quality Assured
 • Storm Damage Specialists
 • Pruning / Shaping Specialists
 • Competitive Rates / Fully Insured

Free Prompt Estimates
24 Emergency Services

404-975-9831

 Specializing in Pediatric Dentistry for Infants, 
 Children, Teens and Special Needs Patients
 10930 Crabapple Rd. • Suite 106 • Roswell, GA 30075
 678-352-1090 | www.kidshappyteeth.com
OPEN UNTIL 7PM WITH WEEKEND APPOINTMENTS AVAILABLE FOR WORKING PARENTS

Vishant Nath, D.M.D.
Accepts Most Major Insurances

Se Habla Español

Look For Us On Facebook & Twitter
770.475.9100

Open For Dinner & Catering
www.casanuovarestaurant.com

ANTONIO & MARIA FUNDORA, OWNERS
Email: mariafundora@gmail.com

5670 Atlanta Hwy., Ste. 1 • Alpharetta, GA 30004

Law Offices of
DONALD W. SCHAEFER

770.640.4670
295 W. Crossville Rd. • Bldg. 100, Suite 110

Roswell, GA 30075
St. Thomas Aquinas Parishioner

Criminal Law • Wills & Estates • Traffic
Personal Injury • Motor Vehicle Accidents

Divorce & Custody Matters

COIN AND STAMP APPRAISAL SERVICES
45 Years of experience

Robert L.Bedore, Knights of Columbus/Local Parishioner
robertlbedore@icloud.com

937-205-0320 • Cumming, GA

 Linda Clarkson, M.S., L.P.C.
 Counseling Services
 (470) 461-7211 | www.lindaclarksonlpc.com

Couples Counseling, Parenting Ed,
Anxiety, Grief, Internal Dialogues

 McDonald and Son Funeral Home & Crematory
-Because We Care-

150 Sawnee Drive, Cumming, GA 30040
770-886-9899 • www.mcdonaldandson.com

 Family Owned ~ Family Operated ~ Family Values

 2-B-4-2 For ad info. call 1-800-477-4574• www.4lpi.com 16-0441

Personal Care • Respite Care • Doctor Visits • Electronic Caregiver • Errands • Meal Prep

Michael Wm. Malone
Broker/Realtor

1005 Alderman Drive, Ste 113
Alpharetta, GA 30005

M 770-375-6505 • mwmalone1@gmail.com
www.maxoneexecutives.com

Contact Mark Hiller to place an ad today! 
mhiller@4LPi.com or (800) 950-9952 x2692

LET US PLACE YOUR AD HERE.

Certified Professional Home Inspector (CPI)

 Don Shaw, Georgia Tech Engineer
 Inspected Once, Inspected Right!
 678-971-0040


