
UPDATE FROM FINANCE COUNCIL
This is my eighth parish as a priest and my 
fifth as Pastor.  We have been blessed here 
with the finest staff I have had the pleasure of 
working with and the finest Finance Council.  
I consider myself a very lucky man and St. 
Thomas Aquinas as a very lucky parish.
I thank God and thank all of you for keep-
ing our Mission of “Welcoming Everyone to 
Proclaim and Live the Joy of the Gospel” alive 
here in Alpharetta.

Msgr. Daniel Stack
Pastor 

See page 5 for the financial update from STA 
Finance Council.

535 Rucker Road  
Alpharetta, GA 30004

P: 770-475-4501
F: 770-772-0355

www.sta.org

ST. THOMAS AQUINAS
CATHOLIC CHURCH

August 29, 2021

MASKS AT STA UPDATE - NOW IN EFFECT
Now in effect, St. Thomas Aquinas requires the use of masks indoors for all 
Masses and church related activities for all Parishioners. This applies regard-
less of vaccination status. We pray that this is a temporary situation, however the 
current infection rates in our local community are high. We will continue to monitor 
and will adjust the mask requirement as soon as we can. We appreciate your help 
and cooperation in this operational change. See page 3 for more details.

A partir de este momento es mandatorio el uso de tapabocas para ingresar a 
cualquiera de las instalaciones de Santo Tomás de Aquino. Esto incluye la misa 
dentro del Templo. Esta norma aplica para todos, independientemente de su esta-
do de vacunación. Estamos orando para que ésta sea solo una medida temporal, 
pero el número de contagios en la comunidad es alto y deseamos ser precavidos. 
Continuaremos monitoreando la situación y ajustaremos la medida cuando sea 
prudente hacerlo. Consulte la página 3 para obtener más detalles.



QUESTION OF THE WEEK
What spiritual practices keep your heart open to 
God and neighbor?

Each week, members of the staff gather 
to study and reflect on the upcoming 
Sunday’s Gospel, and from that study and 
reflection they prepare the Question of 
the Week. Refer back to today’s Gospel 
to reflect on your personal response.                           
Mark 7:1-8, 14-15, 21-23

PREGUNTA DE LA SEMANA
¿Qué prácticas espirituales mantienen tu corazón 
abierto a Dios y a los demás?

Cada semana, miembros del personal se reúnen 
para estudiar y reflexionar en el próximo 
evangelio del domingo y en base de ese estudio 
y reflexión ellos preparan la Pregunta de la 
Semana. Usa el evangelio y las lecturas para 
encontrar tu respuesta personal a la pregunta.
Marcos 7:1-8, 14-15, 21-23
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WELCOME TO OUR FAMILY
Office Hours / Question of the Week

CLERGY

Msgr. Daniel Stack
Pastor 

Fr. Jaime Rivera
Parochial Vicar

Fr. Paul W. Berny
In Residence

FOLLOW US

MASS TIMES
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday:
• Noon - English*
Wednesday:
• Noon - English - Senior Mass (62 and 

older) *
Jueves
• 7 p.m. - Misa en español*
Saturday Vigil / Vigilia:
• 5 p.m. -  English*
• 7:30 p.m - Español*

Sunday / Domingo:
• 8 a.m. - English
• 11a.m. - English
• 2 p.m.  - Español
• 5 p.m. - English
*Mass is livestreamed through our Facebook 
page and posted on our website and YouTube 
following each Mass.
* La misa se transmite en vivo a través de 
nuestro pagina de Facebook y se publica en 
nuestro sitio web y en YouTube después de 
cada misa.

OFFICE HOURS 
Parish Office: 9 a.m. - 4 p.m. 
Monday - Friday 
Sunday: 8:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m.
Faith Formation: 10 a.m. - 4 p.m. 
Monday - Thursday

HORARIO DE OFICINA
Oficina Parroquial: 9 a.m. a 4 p.m. Lunes a 
viernes. 
Formación de fe: 10 a.m. - 4 p.m. Lunes a 
Jueves
La Oficina de atención al público en 
español: 
3 p.m. - 7 p.m. Lunes a jueves

GIVE ONLINE
DONAR EN LÍNEA

Confessions are held on Mondays from 3 -  4 p.m. and Saturdays from 3 -  4 p.m.  All confessions take 
place in the Confessionals.

Las confesiones se realizan los lunes a partir de las 3 -  4 p.m.  y sábados a partir de las 3 -  4 p.m.  
Todas las confesiones tendrán lugar en los confesionarios (dentro del Templo a la izquierda). 
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DISCIPLES AROUND YOU
Parish News

FAITH FORMATION 
REGISTRATON UPDATE
Thank you to all that stopped by 
the Faith Formation open house 
and blessing! We appreciate your 
support as we ramp up for the 
start of the Faith Formation year. 
Please note that online registration 
is now closed. We are accepting 
late registrations for limited pro-
gram offerings, contact the Faith 
Formation office for additional 
information. A $25 late fee will be 
applied.

Available openings:
• Family Forming Disciples Sun-

day at 12:30 p.m. (English)
• Family Forming Disciples Mon-

day 7:30 p.m. (Spanish)
• YDisciple, Confirmation prepa-

ration program Sunday at 9:30 
a.m.

Contact us at faithformation@sta.
org or call 770-475-4508.

FORMACIÓN EN LA FE
¡Gracias a todos los que pasaron 
el domingo para la bendición 
de los programas de Formación 
en la Fe! Agradecemos su apoyo 
mientras nos preparamos para el 
inicio del año de formación en la 
fe. Tenga en cuenta que el registro 
en línea ya está cerrado. Seguimos 
aceptando inscripciones para los 
programas que aún tienen cupo. 
Comuníquese con la oficina de 
Formación en la fe para obtener 
información adicional. Se aplicará 
un cargo por mora de $ 25.

Aperturas disponibles:
• Familias formando discípu-

los el domingo a las 12:30 
p.m.(inglés)

• Familias formando discípulos 
el lunes 7:30 p.m. (español)

• YDisciples, programa de 
preparación para la Confir-
mación- Domingo a las 9:30 
a.m.

Contáctenos en faithformation@
sta.org o llame al 770-475-4508

WEARING MASKS REQUIRED INSIDE STA
STA has adjusted safety protocols
Now in effect, St. Thomas Aquinas requires the use of masks indoors for all Masses and 
church related activities for all Parishioners, regardless of vaccination status. We pray 
that this is a temporary situation, however the current infection rates in our local community 
are high. We will continue to monitor and will adjust the mask requirement as soon as we can. 
We appreciate your help and cooperation in this operational change.

We further require any visitor who is exhibiting any symptoms of COVID-19 (symptomatic), 
those who are asymptomatic, or those with a positive COVID-19 test within the last 14 days to 
remain away from the campus until three days after a negative COVID-19 test.

For those who cannot attend or choose not to attend, you are welcome to participate in Mass 
during our livestream (Daily Mass at noon and Saturday Vigil at 5 p.m.).  For those coming to 
the campus, St. Thomas is blessed to provide many options to worship and receive communion 
either daily and/or on the weekend. Those options include:  

• Inside following our COVID protocols, 
• Outside in the tents in the social circle, 
• In the prayer garden or 
• In your car listening to 102.7 FM. 

Communion is available to all who attend via the hand only. 

EL USO DE MÁSCARAS REQUERIDO DENTRO DE STA
La Parroquia de Santo Tomás modificará sus protocolos de seguridad
A partir de este momento es mandatorio el uso de tapabocas para ingresar a cualquiera 
de las instalaciones de Santo Tomás de Aquino. Esto incluye la misa dentro del Templo. Esta 
norma aplica para todos, independientemente de su estado de vacunación. Estamos orando 
para que ésta sea solo una medida temporal, pero el número de contagios en la comunidad 
es alto y deseamos ser precavidos. Continuaremos monitoreando la situación y ajustaremos la 
medida cuando sea prudente hacerlo.
 
Aquellas personas diagnosticadas 
con COVID-19 en los últimos 14 
días, aquellas con síntomas de 
COVID-19 o aquellas que hayan 
estado en contacto con alguien 
con COVID-19, deben permanecer 
en casa y no venir hasta después 
de 3 días de que hayan recibido 
una prueba negativa de COVID-19.
 
Para todos los que no puedan 
asistir o elijan no asistir, pueden 
participar en la Misa durante 
nuestra transmisión en vivo en 
Facebook (Misa diaria al mediodía 
en en inglés, Jueves a las 7 p.m. en 
español y vigilia del sábado a las 
7:30 p.m. en español). Para 
aquellos que si pueden y desean 
venir a Misa, Santo Tomás de Aquino le ofrece múltiples opciones para ello: 
• Dentro del templo cumpliendo con nuestros protocolos COVID (usar tapabocas y distanci-

amiento social)
• Afuera en las carpas en el círculo social,
• En el jardín de oración o
• En su automóvil escuchando 102.7 FM.

La sagrada comunión se ofrecerá a todos los asistentes exclusivamente en la mano (no en la 
boca). 
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on August 30th at  
St Thomas Aquinas Catholic Church 
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DISCIPLES AROUND YOU
Parish News 

A MESSAGE FROM THE FINANCE COUNCIL
With the end of the fiscal year, we want to take this opportunity 
to provide a review of our financials, a recap of the Parish activi-
ties, and the 2021-2022 budget forecast.

For the 12 months ending June 30, the Parish cumulative income 
exceeded the budget by $659,062 and expense exceeded the 
budget by $97,324.  This provided a positive net income for the 
Parish of $214,539.  

Based on the information we had in 2020, we had expected a 
loss of $347,199 over the last 12 months as we had seen a signif-
icant decline in offertory and attendance, and uncertainty in the 
economic outlook that began in March 2020 with the onset of 
the COVID virus.  These results show a $561,738 positive change 
from what was expected.

As a council, we asked the staff to do all that is possible to make 
the expected loss a worst case scenario and mitigate where 
possible to ensure the Parish serve the community and meets its 
mission during the pandemic.

The financials indicate, that your generosity and some tough 
decisions did mitigate the budgeted loss, and the staff was able 
to serve the community every weekend, keep everyone safe and 
make progress in meeting the Parish mission in new ways and 
methods.

Regarding income, with the guidance of the Archdiocese, the 
Parish was able to participate in the Payroll Protection Program 
(PPP) which helped offset our payroll costs in June, July, and 
August of 2020. These monies became realized income to the 
Parish when the PPP grant was satisfied. In the area of offertory, 
the staff and select volunteers reached out to you, our loyal pa-
rishioners, in August and September in a stewardship call to ac-

tion.  The financial response made the difference as we had 
experienced an average decline in the regular weekly offertory of 
25 percent the first four to five months of the fiscal year. 

The uncertainty of the virus and its impact created significant 
challenges for a traditional Faith Formation program and with 
Preschool attendance/tuition as in person classes were halted 
and families withdrew from both programs. Both of those areas 
saw a reduction in fees that negatively impacted the Parish 
income.

In the area of cost, the tough decision to reduce the workforce 
was not easy and became a reality as variable expenses could 
not be reduced anymore without a significant reduction in basic 
services and operating capabilities. The decision to provide those 
basic services ended up being the best decision for the long-term 
viability of Parish. The outdoor set up was necessary to ensure 
we could provide a sense of community for the larger Masses 
efficiently and safely, but it did come with a financial cost. Those 
costs over the 12 months drove the large variance in the budget. 
The two outdoor Masses averaged over 800 in combined atten-
dance per week after the tents were implemented. The six-foot 
social distancing requirements in the sanctuary would allow at 
most 180 people per Mass.

Those cost decisions, the PPP program, and the generosity of 
the Parish allowed the church to provide outdoor masses every 
weekend, stand up a digital/livestreaming process for Mass, keep 
the facilities maintained on a reduced schedule, keep our savings 
intact, avoid any debt, and maintain staffing and benefits at basic 
levels.

Continues on next page.
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Parish News

ALPHA IS BACK THIS FALL
This fall we are offering online sessions! 

Our online sessions are in Zoom, where you will 
watch a video, then have time in small groups to dis-
cuss the video and share your opinion. Register now!
We start on Wednesday Sept. 1 at 7 p.m. via Zoom.
For more information or to register online, visit our 
website at www.sta.org/alpha-program.

Do you have questions or want to register? contact 
Mimi Madrid at 832-334-8284 or send an email to 
alpha@sta.org.

ALPHA is a chance for everyone to explore the 
Christian faith, ask questions, and share their point 
of view. Through 11 weeks, you will discover basic 
principles of the Christian faith. Each week you will 
see a video, discuss the video with your group, share 
your opinion and build community. 

¡ALPHA ESTA DE REGRESO!
¡Este otoño ofrecemos sesiones en línea ¡No te lo 
pierdas! Nuestras sesiones en línea son a través de 
Zoom, donde disfrutarás de un video y posterior-
mente tendrás la oportunidad de compartir y reflex-
ionar con tus compañeros en pequeños grupos.
Iniciamos el miércoles 1ro de septiembre de 2021 a 
las 7:00pm vía Zoom
Más información o para registrarse en línea visita 
nuestra página de la red www.sta.org/alpha-program 

¿tienes preguntas o deseas registrarte? comunicate 
con Martha Zamorano al 770-475-4501 o envía un 
email a alpha@sta.org

ALPHA es una oportunidad para dialogar y explorar 
el significado de la vida. Durante once semanas, des-
cubrirás los principios básicos de la fe cristina. Cada 
sesión incluye un video, una charla y tiempo para 
expresar tu opinión y hacer comunidad.

INQUIRY SESSIONS 
BEGIN IN SEPTEMBER FOR 
ADULTS, TEENS AND 
CHILDREN

Each year in September, our Parish 
hosts Inquiry sessions for men, wom-
en, children and teens who wish to 
know more about our Catholic way 
of life.  The sessions are designed to 
answer whatever questions you may 
have—in fact, our agenda is set by 
your questions.  

This weekend after all the Masses, 
members of the Initiation Team will 
be available to talk with anyone who 
is interested in finding out more 
about attending these informal and 
informative sessions.  The Inquiry pe-
riod is the first stage in the process 
commonly called “The RCIA” (the 
Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults) 
through which people become 
members of the Roman Catholic 
Church.  If you or someone you know 
is interested in learning more about 
Catholicism, please look for the RCIA 
Inquiry sign in the prayer garden 
and chat with a team member or call 
Terry Zobel (770-475-4508 x 205).

We also offer Inquiry sessions for 
children over the age of 7 who have 
not celebrated Baptism or participat-
ed in faith formation, and who would 
like to learn more about the Catholic 
faith.  Please contact Ivette Mahfoud 
in the Faith Formation office for 
more information (770-475-4508 x 
220).

LAS SESIONES DE RICA 
INICIARÁN EN SEPTIEMBRE 
PARA ADULTOS, JÓVENES Y 
NIÑOS

Cada año en septiembre, nuestra 
parroquia organiza sesiones de pre-
guntas para hombres, mujeres, niños 
y adolescentes que desean saber 
más sobre nuestra fe católica. 

Este fin de semana después de las 
misas, miembros del Equipo de RICA 
estarán disponibles para hablar con 
cualquier persona que esté interesa-
da en saber más sobre la asistencia a 
estas sesiones. El período de pregun-
tas es la primera etapa en el proceso 
comúnmente llamado “RICA” (Rito 
de Iniciación Cristiana de Adultos) 
a través del cual las personas se 
convierten en miembros de la Iglesia 
Católica Romana. 

También ofrecemos sesiones para 
niños mayores de siete años que no 
han sido bautizados, y que desean 
aprender más sobre la fe católica. 
También para jóvenes que aún no 
se han bautizado o les faltan los 
sacramentos de Primera Comunión 
y/o Confirmación.

Si usted o alguien que conoce está 
interesado en aprender más sobre 
el catolicismo, busque el letrero de 
RICA en el jardín de oración y con-
verse con un miembro del equipo o 
llame a Ivette Mahfoud en la oficina 
de Formación en la fe para obtener 
más información (770) 475-4508 ext. 
220.

FINANCIAL UPDATE CONTINUED
As the fiscal year concluded, we were able to authorize the com-
pletion of the Gathering area and the upgrade to the Parish Hall 
floor that had been suspended since November 2019. 

As the new fiscal year began in July, we know there will be chal-
lenges with the “new normal.” The 2021-2022 budget indicates 
optimism in a return in attendance and participation in both 
Faith Formation and Preschool. This optimism has required 
additional monies to increase staffing by two full time equiva-
lents from existing levels. This is still below 2015-2020 levels. 
Preschool staffing has increased to match the increase in census. 
Monies have been added as we expect more ministries/events 
to return to church as well as a dedicated budget for the 50th 
anniversary of the Parish in June 2022.  

As we move towards Fall, offertory and attendance have not 
yet rebounded to pre-COVID levels. We will continue to operate 
within our means and will not take on debt to fund operations. 

Staffing and outreach are and will be impacted by this new nor-
mal revenue stream.

We can say that the impact of COVID has provided us the ability 
to be efficient with fewer resources, but we also know that with 
an aging infrastructure, we will be required to put monies into 
the buildings and equipment. Just this week, under our main 
entrance road, the water supply line broke and is being repaired 
at a cost of $6,000. 

Regardless, we will remain cautious in our fiscal decisions as we 
navigate these immediate challenges in front of us.

Thank you for your support, your generosity, and your prayers as 
we move to our 50th anniversary in June 2022. 

St. Thomas Aquinas Catholic Church Finance Council
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Gospel Meditation 

MEDITACIÓN DEL EVANGELIO 
29 de Agosto de 2021
22º  Domingo del Tiempo Ordinario

Estamos viviendo un contexto social muy difícil, 
muchas personas, a estas alturas del año, todavía no 
tienen trabajo y su salud es muy precaria. Las injus-
ticias están a la orden del día. Gracias a la Palabra de 
Dios que nos guía, nuestro corazón se fortalece en la 
esperanza. Litúrgicamente, hoy regresamos al Evan-
gelio de Marcos, ciclo B, después de haber escuchado 
el capítulo 6 de San Juan, donde se da el discurso del 
Pan de Vida. Iniciamos la lectura de Santiago, después 
de haber escuchado la de los Efesios. Hoy las lecturas 
apuntan a una misma dirección. ¡Hacia la coherencia 
en la propia vida! Hacer y vivir lo que decimos es una 
tarea de todos los días. Seguir los mandamientos 
con fidelidad es lo que pide el Señor. La enseñanza 
de Dios de vivir moralmente es el objetivo desde la 
creación del mundo.

“Y ahora, Israel, escucha las normas y los man-
damientos que yo te enseño, para que los pongas en 
práctica” (Deuteronomio 4:1).  La Carta de Santiago 
lo describe de la siguiente forma: “Hermanos muy 
queridos, no se equivoquen: son las cosas buenas y 
los dones perfectos lo que proceden de lo alto” (San-
tiago 1:16). Y en el Evangelio, Jesús lo pone más claro 
todavía explicando la manera de ser coherentes: “Ni-
nguna cosa que de fuera entra en la persona puede 
hacerla impura; lo que hace impura a una persona 
es lo que sale de ella” (Marcos 7:15-16). Jesús habla 
un lenguaje desconocido para la gente de su tiempo, 
muchos de ellos eran muy apegados a la ley. Por lo 
tanto, no podían comprender lo que es la verdadera 
pureza. ¿Tú lo comprendes? ¡Vivir como Dios manda 
es lo ideal!

©LPi

GOSPEL MEDITATION
August 29, 2021
The 22nd Sunday In Ordinary Time

Albert Einstein said that the “true measure of intelligence is not 
knowledge but imagination.” Being a disciple of Jesus Christ requires 
a great deal of imagination. It is not enough to simply attend to facts, 
rules and rituals and consider the job done. Quite contrarily, the Gos-
pels demands creativity, of trying to discern how to put flesh on the 
Beatitudes and properly serve God’s children. Jesus never doled out 
a top down agenda. Not once did he ever demand conformity over 
conversion or sacrifice over mercy. The Gospel is always about putting 
people in touch with their compassionate, forgiving, and uncondition-
ally loving God and meeting them where they are.

For Jesus, it often meant breaking a few rules. Well respected and 
time-honored traditions had to be set aside in order to attend to what 
really mattered. God’s compassion, mercy and true conversion were 
always the trump cards. The story of the Good Samaritan, healing 
on the Sabbath, and bypassing of purification rituals all display this 
theme. Human beings can get too hung up on protocol and tradi-
tion. This is so much so that often preserving all of these things is of 
greater concern than the beggar knocking on our door or the sinner 
looking for mercy. It is no wonder, then, that we can easily become 
hypocritical. Many can see us on our knees in prayer while our true 
heart and actions, rooted in judgment and self-preservation, are 
hidden from others. It is a trap into which we can easily fall. Who cares 
how we live our lives as long as our hands are properly washed!

Here enters the need for imagination and the distinction of truly being 
a wise and intelligent person. It takes a good measure of creativity and 
a lot of guts to really be a doer of God’s word and not merely a hearer. 
Being a person who doesn’t just tell people about God but shows 
people God requires courage and ingenuity. That’s why people like St. 
Francis of Assisi and St. Teresa of Calcutta are timeless. Their genu-
ineness speaks volumes generation to generation. It’s risky business 
taking the step to allow God into our hearts. Permitting God to release 
us from the grip of our evil thoughts, infidelity, greed, malice, sexual 
improprieties, licentiousness, envy, arrogance, folly, and the like takes 
courage. That’s why we prefer to spend our energy rearranging the 
future rather than take measures to secure a foundation that is most 
certainly crumbling.

©LPi



Sunday – Our 
First Feast

What are your 
childhood mem-

ories of Sunday?  Was it a day that began 
with worship?  Was it a time set aside 
to spend with family and friends?  Were 
there special meals or other family rituals?  
Sunday for my family meant going to 
Mass first thing in the morning. Sunday 
was the day we ate pasta. I can still smell 
the aroma of homemade tomato sauce 
which filled the house on Sundays. In the 
afternoon, we would sit out on the front 
porch, or we would visit relatives or visit 
our loved ones at the cemetery. It was a 
special day because we did things on Sun-
day we didn’t normally do during the rest 
of the week.  Whatever your childhood 
memories of Sunday are, chances are 
that your current experience of Sunday 
is different. Times have changed but the 
meaning and purpose of Sunday are the 
same as they were from the beginning of 
creation.

Sunday:  Rooted in Sabbath

 Observe the sabbath day, to keep 
 it holy, as the Lord your God 
 commanded you. Six days you 
 may labor and do all your work; 
 but the seventh day is the Sab
 bath of the Lord, your God.  No 
 work may be done then, whether 
 by you, or your son or daughter
 . . . your male and female slave
 should rest as you do 
 (Deuteronomy 5:12-15).

The word for sabbath in Hebrew is 
Shabbat, which is a name for God.  The 
Sabbath is a day to praise God for all his 
goodness and to make the day holy as 
God himself did when he created it.

 When God created the seventh 
 day, he blessed it, and he rested 
 from all the work he had done  
 (Genesis 2:3). 

Scholars of the Talmud say that the 
reason the sabbath was created was not 

because God needed rest, but, in order to 
make rest holy, to demand rest of us so 
that by regularly resting in God, we could 
become new people. Unlike the other six 
days, which are filled with the movement 
of work, the sabbath mandates that all 
be still so that peace and harmony might 
prevail. 

The History of Sunday

 When the sabbath was over,
 Mary Magdalene, Mary the moth 
 er of James, and Salome bought
 perfumed oils with which they
 intended to go and anoint Jesus. 
 Very early, just after sunrise, on
 the first day of the week they
 came to the tomb (Mark 16:1,2).

Much of early Christianity was tied to 
Jewish practices. So, it’s likely that the 
early Christian communities continued 
to gather in their synagogues for the cel-
ebration of the sabbath, which began at 
sunset on Friday and ended at sundown 
on Saturday.  They would also gather 
on various days for the “breaking of the 
bread.” Numerous factors led to Sunday 
being the day when Christians gathered 
to worship. The primary reason was that 
Jesus, according to all the gospel writers, 
rose on the first day of the week, Sun-
day. Many of Jesus’ appearances after his 
resurrection, when he encountered the 
disciples, also took place on the first day 
of the week (Luke 24:1; John 20:19). We 
too, like the early church, gather not only 
to celebrate the good news of the resur-
rection, but to encounter the living Lord, 
risen and present among us. The first day 
of the week is also, in biblical tradition, 
the first day of creation (Genesis 1-5). On 
that first day, God began his creative work 
by rolling back the darkness from the 
universe and giving birth to light. In Christ, 
God has undertaken a new work of cre-
ation in which the darkness is once again 
overcome by light, the light of Christ. For 
this reason, Christians eventually adopted 
the name Sunday (die solis), the day of the 
sun, which comes from the Greco-Roman 
week in which the days were named after 
the planets.   

Today, the Church calls Sunday the first 
holy day of all because the first time Chris-
tians began to gather on a regular basis 
happened on Sunday.  In fact, Sunday 
is so important that The Second Vatican 
Council said that only feasts of the Lord 
can override the Sunday celebration. 

Keeping Sunday

Rest is something sacred, because it is man’s 
way of withdrawing from the sometimes 
excessively demanding cycle of earthly tasks 
in order to renew his awareness that every-
thing is the work of God.  Dies Domini (65)

Sunday is an opportunity to free ourselves 
from the ties that bind our identity to 
what we do to and reflect on who we are 
and whose we are—to reflect on the free-
dom we have been given by God in Jesus. 
It’s a time to set aside weekly routines 
and give permission to our flesh and spirit 
to relax and be still. Our work, after all, 
will never be complete. We are called to 
partake in whatever refreshes our spirits, 
visiting family and friends, reading for the 
sake of knowledge or enjoyment, playing 
or watching sports, participating in the 
arts, hobbies, games. But Sunday is not 
meant to serve merely our own renewal. 
It frees us up to fulfill the Lord’s command 
to “love one another” in ways we normally 
pass up during a busy week. Our celebra-
tion of the Sunday eucharist calls us to 
this service.  As Pope John Paul II exhorts 
in Dies Domini, “The Sunday eucharist 
commits the faithful even more to all the 
works of charity, of mercy, of apostolic 
outreach.”
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DISCIPLES AROUND YOU
Amen Corner 

Amen Corner
Kathy Kuczka
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Angelica Alvarez
Paul Bailey
Fran Benoit
Chris Bourne
Lynn Brady
Charlie Carrio
Sally Clark
Phil Cline
Ellen Reuland Coons
John Eanes
Peter Gallagher

Sheila Kessler
Damien Hart
Bill Hartman
Sheila Kessler
Vicki Hartman
Jennifer Hite
Gretel Hofman
Winfried Hofman
Deacon Ed LaHouse
Bob MacPhee
Lina Mooney

Dan  Mulvaney 
Don Mulvaney
Ron Mulvaney
Kathy Osterday
Mary Peksa
Carol Potishroski
John Quirk
Teresa Reyes
Sheila Kessler
Jackie School
Deacon John Strachan

FAITHFUL IN THE LORD

This list of those suffering illness is a ministry of Forever Young 
Friends and is updated at noon on Thursday every week. To be 

listed for six weeks, removed or extended, contact Marianne 
Fronek at marianneFronek@gmail.com. Let us pray together as a 

family for your intentions.

HOPE IS ALL AROUND US

PRAY FOR OUR SICK

RECONCILIATION / RECONCILIACIÓN
Confessions are held on 
Mondays from 3 -  4 p.m. 
and Saturdays from 3  - 4 
p.m. All confessions take 
place in the Confession-
als.

Las confesiones se reali-
zan los lunes a partir de 
las 3  - 4 p.m. y sábados 
a partir de las 3 - 4 p.m. 
Todas las confesiones 
tendrán lugar en los con-
fesionarios (dentro del 
Templo a la izquierda).

Mass Intentions - Pray for the Sick  - Sacraments

Monday, August 30
12 Noon  (+) Mary Ellen Griffin by FOM & the Bereavement Ministry

Tuesday, August 31
12 Noon (L) Sherri Nadeau by The Nadeau Family
  (L) Cheryl Anne Perkins by Thomas Gump
  (+) Ernesto Concha by Rosario Rosenberger
  
Wednesday, Septmeber 1
12 Noon (+) Martin Keane by John & Roberta Daniels

Thursday, September 2
12 Noon  (+) Maureen Krausen by William Kearley
   (+) Mary Dowd by Joan McGee
   (+) Paddy Dowd by Jean & John McGee
7:00 p.m. (+) Luzmila Orihuela Hinostroza by Natali Fleming

Friday, Septmber 3
12 Noon (+) Lynn Hynes by Jim Hynes

Saturday, September 4
5:00 p.m. (+) Charles Papetti by Tokarz family
7:30 p.m. (L) Siena Ramalinga by Andrea Garcia
  
Sunday,  September 5
8:00 a.m. For the Intentions of the  Parish Family
11:00 a.m. (L) John & Linda Malgeri by John & Roberta Daniels
2:00 p.m. (+) Javier & Jaime Peñaloza by Nelida Peñaloza
   (+) Angelina & Saul Perez by Nelida Peñaloza
5:00 p.m. (+) Anthony Massaro by Sheila Kessler

NEW BEREAVEMENT SERIES 
Beginning Tuesday, Sept. 7, a nine-week Bereavement 
Series that will meet Tuesdays at 3 - 4:30 p.m. and 6:30 
- 8 p.m in the library.

This ministry helps those who have had a significant 
loss cope in the present and plan for the future using 
discussion, prayer, education, and journaling in a small 
group environment.

If you are interested or know of someone who would 
like to join us, please register by Monday, Sept.6. Due 
to COVID-19, space is very limited. Contact Suzanne 
Feeney at suzannefeeney117@gmail.com or 404-405-
3514 for more informtaion.
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FAITHFUL IN THE LORD
Parish News / Stewardship

UPCOMING SECOND COLLECTIONS
Aug. 29 | Maintenance Fund

Sept. 5 | Catholic University of America

Sept. 12 | St. Vincent de Paul - STA

Sept. 19 | Archdiocese St. Vincent de Paul

Sept. 26 | Georgia Bulletin Semi Annual 

Donations for second collections may now be 
placed in the white drop box in the Narthex 
specifically marked for these donations.

They may also be placed in the basket at 
offertory time or online at any time.

SVdP FOOD PANTRY:
• $25 gift cards from Kroger, 

Publix or Walmart  (for 
perishables)

• Chicken Noodle Soup
• Canned Fruit
• Cereal
• Pasta Sauce
• Boxed Pasta
• Paper towel

Please note that expired food will 
not be accepted. 

MASS ATTENDANCE 
August 16 - August 22
Wednesday Mass for Seniors| 83

Thursday Spanish | 102

Saturday 5 p.m. (English) | 180

Saturday 7:30 p.m. (Spanish) |162

Sunday 8 a.m. (English) |185

Sunday 11 a.m. (English )| 421

Sunday 2 p.m. (Spanish)| 450

Sunday 5 p.m. (English) | 155

TOTAL | 1,737

JOB OPPORTUNITIES
St. Thomas Aquinas is hiring for immediate 
positions. The positions include:

• Youth Minister
• Faith Formation 
•  Coordinator
• Preschool Lead Teacher

Please visit our website for more details and 
full job descriptions.

ST. ANDREWS IS HIRING
 
St. Andrew in Roswell has an immediate part-
time opening for an Adult Discipleship Coordi-
nator, this person needs to coordinate several 
programs designed to meet the faith devel-
opment of adults in the parish. The position 
works closely with the pastor.  Work hours and 
days are flexible, which may include weekends 
and evenings, but do not exceed 25 hours per 
week. Must have experience in catechetical 
work in a Catholic environment.  Bilingual in 
English/Spanish a plus.  For more info, please 
send cover letter and resume to Marquita Rich-
burg mrichburg@archatl.com. 

UPDATE FROM THE HAITI SISTER PARISH COMMITTEE

Although the annual collection for our sister parish in Delatte, Haiti is this was last 
weekend, you can still contribute! As a reminder, St. Thomas Aquinas have been 
partnering with St. Martin de Tours since 1997.  The church and the parish are larg-
er in size and population than ours.  Located in one of Haiti’s most impoverished 
areas, the Church and parish are larger than ours and minister to a community 
whose annual income is less than $100/person/year.

The mission statement of the Haiti Sister Parish Committee is to support the 
parishioners of St. Martin de Tours with prayer, financial support to educate their 
children, and to provide other services that become available through the gener-
osity of St. Thomas Aquinas parishioners — i.e., dental services, shipping of school 
supplies and other material goods.

As we’ve always offered financial support to help pay the teachers salaries, we are 
also called to help our sister parish through disasters as well.  The parishioners of 
St. Martin were still struggling through Hurricane Elsa that hit a few weeks only to 
be hit with a 7.2 earthquake on Saturday, Aug. 14 which has been devastating to 
the people that live in the area.  Parishioners have lost homes and have no means 
of shelter and food and rely on St. Martin to help provide for them.  

Even the smallest gift can make a huge impact for our sister parish.  Your donation 
would be substantially helpful and appreciated during this time of need. We pray 
that the country and our Sister Parish find peace soon.

Thank you and God bless you!



1350 Upper Hembree Rd • Suite 200
Roswell, Ga 30076

770-753-0067 | www.callicuttdayries.com

Wendy Medders Macke, DMD
Parishioner
860 Warsaw Road Suite 100 • Roswell, Ga 30075

770-993-0265 | www.mackedental.com

 A tradition of Family
 Dental Care

Healthy Purpose LLC
Gina Manley, Parishioner
Certified Health Coach
(770) 757-0397

“Coaching you to a healthier You”

THIS SPACE IS

	 Siobhan	Schaffer
 Parishioner
 404-641-3373
	 www.solidsource.com
 “You’ll Feel at Home with Us!”
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Please support our advertisers and 
mention you saw their ad here.

270 Rucker Rd • Alpharetta | 678-878-2251

Open 7 days a week 
from 6a-2:30p

JOIN US AFTER MASS

Where we treat your pets like they’re our own

12280 Houze Rd, #4 • Alpharetta
(770) 751-1031

Mon-Fri 7-6pm • Sat 8-12 • Closed Sun

HAVE A HAVE A 
LITTLE LITTLE 
FUN AT FUN AT 

12460 Crabapple Rd Ste 601 • Alpharetta
770-777-4847

www.dosmargaritas.net
Join us After Mass or Any day.

Located 5 minutes From St. Thomas

 Drywall • Framing • Remodeling
	Trim	•	Painting	•	Basements	•	Roofing
Tile work • Decks • Plumbing

Fidel & Dalia Alcaraz
678-949-8689	•	fidelalcaraz@yahoo.com

Facebook alcaraz drywall

Libco Services
770-355-1986

Windows & Door Replacements
Painting - Interior & Exterior

Room Additions • Basements
Bathrooms • Kitchens

Chris Rousseau, PE • Parishioner 
Retired Mechanical Engineer
404-507-2872 (leave a message)
pemathtutor1@gmail.com

FREE ON-LINE MATH TUTORING FOR
STRUGGLING MIDDLE SCHOOL STUDENTS



 Deacon Leo & Carol Gahafer

Pack & Ship Guarantee • Mailbox services • Digital Printing
Scanning • Faxing • Notary • Shredding • Banners • Freight

Crabapple Kroger Center Plaza | 770-667-9886

The UPS Store®

Auto - Home - Life
Bank - Mutual Funds

Doug Marrinson
Agent & Parishioner
678-377-6789
www.dougmarrinson.com
doug@dougmarrinson.com

Cremation Service • Pre-Arrangements
12050 Crabapple Rd. • Roswell, GA 30075

(1 mile from St. Thomas Aquinas)
(770) 645-1414

www.northsidechapel.com
North Fulton’s only locally owned and operated funeral home

Little Bear Tree Service
 • Complete Tree Removal
 • Care and Quality Assured
 • Storm Damage Specialists
 • Pruning / Shaping Specialists
 • Competitive Rates / Fully Insured

Free Prompt Estimates
24 Emergency Services

404-975-9831

 Specializing in Pediatric Dentistry for Infants, 
 Children, Teens and Special Needs Patients
 10930 Crabapple Rd. • Suite 106 • Roswell, GA 30075
 678-352-1090 | www.kidshappyteeth.com
OPEN UNTIL 7PM WITH WEEKEND APPOINTMENTS AVAILABLE FOR WORKING PARENTS

Vishant Nath, D.M.D.
Accepts Most Major Insurances

Se Habla Español

Look For Us On Facebook & Twitter
770.475.9100

Open For Dinner & Catering
www.casanuovarestaurant.com

ANTONIO & MARIA FUNDORA, OWNERS
Email: mariafundora@gmail.com

5670	Atlanta	Hwy.,	Ste.	1	•	Alpharetta,	GA	30004

Law Offices of
DONALD W. SCHAEFER

770.640.4670
295 W. Crossville Rd. • Bldg. 100, Suite 110

Roswell, GA 30075
St. Thomas Aquinas Parishioner

Criminal Law • Wills & Estates • Traffic
Personal Injury • Motor Vehicle Accidents

Divorce & Custody Matters

 Linda Clarkson, M.S., L.P.C.
 Counseling Services
 (470) 461-7211 | www.lindaclarksonlpc.com

Couples Counseling, Parenting Ed,
Anxiety, Grief, Internal Dialogues

 McDonald and Son Funeral Home & Crematory
-Because We Care-

150 Sawnee Drive, Cumming, GA 30040
770-886-9899 • www.mcdonaldandson.com

 Family Owned ~ Family Operated ~ Family Values

 2-B-4-2 For ad info. call 1-800-477-4574• www.4lpi.com 16-0441

Contact Mark Hiller to place an ad today! 
mhiller@4LPi.com or (800) 950-9952 x2692

LET US PLACE YOUR AD HERE.

Proud Business Partner of the St. Thomas Aquinas Parish

Landscape Management 
at its BEST!

Call Us Today at
678.333.3153

Residential Construction | Commercial ConstructionResidential Construction | Commercial Construction
Landscape Management | Mulch & Pine StrawLandscape Management | Mulch & Pine Straw

Annual Color | Irrigation ServicesAnnual Color | Irrigation Services

 Beginner Christian Yoga
 Online Yoga, meditation, and
 mindfulness practices that instill
 the Trinity into your daily routine!

www.trinity-movement.com

Michael Wm. Malone
Broker/Realtor
Notary Public

Parishioner

6120 Windward Pkwy, Suite 160 • Alpharetta, GA 30005
M 770-375-6505 • mwmalone1@gmail.com

www.maxoneexecutives.com

AHORA CONTRATANDO TODOS LOS 
PUESTOS DE JARDINEROS Y PAISAJISTAS

NOW HIRING ALL POSITIONS
GARDENERS AND LANDSCAPERS

 richard@carsonmcelheney.com | Chamblee, GA richard@carsonmcelheney.com | Chamblee, GA
O: 404.467.1690 | carsonmcelheney.comO: 404.467.1690 | carsonmcelheney.com


