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December 12, 2021

Thank you for 
Joining us at Mass!
Let’s keep in 
touch!

!Gracias por 
celebrar la misa 
con nosotros!
¡Mantengámonos 
en contacto!

Name:_____________________________________

Contact Information
E-mail:_____________________________________
Phone Number:___________________________

I am interested in:
      registering at the parish 
      receiving the electronic newsletter
      knowing more about minstries at STA

Nombre:_____________________________________

Información del contacto
Correo electrónico:____________________________
Número de teléfono:___________________________

Estoy interesado en:
      registarme en la parroquia
      recibir el boletín electrónico con las noticias de la parroquia
      recibir más información sobre los ministerios en Santo Tomás de Aquino

Please tear off this form 
and place it in the 

offertory basket and 
someone will contact you 

within a week.

Por favor arranque esta 
sección con sus datos y 
colóquela en la canasta 
de la ofrenda, alguien se 
pondrá en contacto con 

usted durante la semana.



QUESTION OF THE WEEK
This Advent season, what causes me to cry out with 
joy?

Each week, members of the staff gather to 
study and reflect on the upcoming Sunday’s 
Gospel, and from that study and reflection 
they prepare the Question of the Week. Refer 
back to today’s Gospel to reflect on your 
personal response.  Luke 3:10-18

PREGUNTA DE LA SEMANA
En este tiempo de Adviento, ¿Qué alegría te mueve en 
la Navidad? ¿Es esa la alegría que nos pide la palabra 
de Dios?

Cada semana, miembros del personal se reúnen 
para estudiar y reflexionar en el próximo evangelio 
del domingo y en base de ese estudio y reflexión 
ellos preparan la Pregunta de la Semana. Usa el 
evangelio y las lecturas para encontrar tu respuesta 
personal a la pregunta. Lucas 3:10-18
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WELCOME TO OUR FAMILY
Office Hours / Question of the Week

CLERGY

Msgr. Daniel Stack
Pastor 

Fr. Jaime Rivera
Parochial Vicar

Fr. Paul W. Berny
In Residence

FOLLOW US

MASS TIMES
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday:
• Noon - English*
Wednesday:
• Noon - English - Senior Mass (62 and 

older) *
Jueves
• 7 p.m. - Misa en español*
Saturday Vigil/Vigilia:
• 5 p.m. -  English
• 7:30 p.m - Español

Sunday/Domingo:
• 8 a.m. - English
• 11a.m. - English*
• 2 p.m.  - Español*
• 5 p.m. - English
*Mass is livestreamed through our Facebook 
page and posted on our website and YouTube 
following each Mass.
* La misa se transmite en vivo a través de 
nuestro pagina de Facebook y se publica en 
nuestro sitio web y en YouTube después de 
cada misa.

OFFICE HOURS 
Parish Office: 9 a.m. - 4 p.m. 
Monday - Friday 
Sunday: 8:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m.
Faith Formation: 10 a.m. - 4 p.m. 
Monday - Thursday

HORARIO DE OFICINA
Oficina Parroquial: 9 a.m. a 4 p.m. Lunes a 
viernes. 
Formación de fe: 10 a.m. - 4 p.m. Lunes a 
Jueves
La Oficina de atención al público en 
español: 
3 p.m. - 7 p.m. Lunes a jueves

GIVE ONLINE
DONAR EN LÍNEA

Confessions are held on Mondays from 3- 4 p.m. and Saturdays from 3 - 4 p.m.  All confessions take 
place in the confessionals.

Las confesiones se realizan los lunes a partir de las 3 -  4 p.m.  y sábados a partir de las 3 -  4 p.m.  
Todas las confesiones tendrán lugar en los confesionarios (dentro del Templo a la izquierda). 
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DISCIPLES AROUND YOU
Beyond Our 40 Acres

UPCOMING SECOND COLLECTIONS
Dec. 8 | Immaculate Conception 
Dec. 12 | Feast of Guadalupe

Dec. 13 | Retired Religious Fund

Dec. 19 | St. Vincent de Paul - STA

Dec. 21 | Christmas Donations

Dec. 27 | Catholic Charities

Donations for second collections may now be 
placed in the white drop box in the Narthex. 

Yellow envelopes in the pews are available 
for your second collection donations and can 
be placed in the collection basket or in the 
dedicated box in the Narthex.

St. Thomas Aquinas extends its outreach far beyond these 40 acres. In this new section, you will find some of the many ways we are 
actively giving back to our communities. If you participate in any active charities, let us know by e-mailing us at STAreply@sta.org.

Nuestra Parroquia de Santo Tomás de Aquino se extiende mucho más allá de los 40 acres que la forman. En esta nueva sección del 
boletín, encontrará información de algunas de las muchas formas en que estamos apoyando activamente a las comunidades que 
tenemos a nuestro alrededor. Si usted participa en alguna organización de beneficencia que esté ayudando/apoyando a alguna co-
munidad, háganoslo saber para que podamos compartir esas buenas noticias con el resto de la comunidad. Envíe ésta información a 
través de un correo electrónico a STAreplay@sta.org

GIVING GARDEN MINSITRY

DOT MINISTRIES - THE 2022 WHITESVILLE MISSION TRIP
After a two year pause due to the pandemic, DOT Ministries is excited to bring 
back this amazing, fun-filled, and spiritually enriching mission trip, designed 
specifically for high school teens. This week-long experience will enable partici-
pants to put their faith into action. The 2022 Whitesville Mission Trip is June 18 
– 26 and is open to all high school teens. Teenagers must be a rising high school 
freshman for the 2022 / 2023 school year. 

For all interested teens and their parents, there will be a mission trip informa-
tion and signup meeting on Tuesday, Jan. 11, at 7:30 p.m. in the Parish Hall. Sig-
nups begin at 7:30 p.m. and the meeting starts at 8 p.m.  Spots are limited, so 
please plan on attending this meeting with a $75 deposit to secure your place 
on the trip. For more information, please visit dotministries.org.

The Giving Garden Ministry is new in 2021 and a dream fulfilled for a number of parishioners. The 
ministry is working to create a new sense of community with varied backgrounds and demographics, 
while providing organically grown vegetables and fruits. Growing fresh, healthy vegetables has added 
to the physical and mental health of both the volunteers and our SVDP pantry clients.  It’s been an ex-
citing way to share our talents. Our first year harvest totaled over 300 lbs. of tomatoes, new potatoes, 
sweet potatoes, peppers, green beans, eggplant,carrots, okra, lettuce, bunching onions, leafy greens 
and lettuce, basil, oregano, mint and chives. We harvest twice weekly, and any excess produce not 
utilized by our SVDP pantry is delivered to North Fulton Community Charities Food Bank. The Garden, 
although a LOT of work, has been a blessing to our volunteers, and the clients.  

BEYOND OUR 40 ACRES

SVdP FOOD 
PANTRY NEEDS:
• Canned chicken
• Canned fruit
• Pasta sauce
• Cereal
• Rice

• Crackers
Please note that 
expired food will not 
be accepted. Thank 
you for donating!

MASS ATTENDANCE 
Nov. 29 - Dec. 5
Wednesday Mass for Seniors| 85

Thursday Spanish | 90

Saturday 5 p.m. (English) | 115

Saturday 7:30 p.m. (Spanish) |188

Sunday 8 a.m. (English) |206

Sunday 11 a.m. (English )| 511

Sunday 2 p.m. (Spanish)| 580

Sunday 5 p.m. (English) | 205

TOTAL | 1,980

JOB NETWORKING MINISTRY
Job seekers, recent graduates, or those look-
ing to further their careers are invited to join 
our free job assistance session on Tuesday, 
Dec. 14 at 7 p.m. in Room 202. If you need as-
sistance in your job search or know someone 
who  does, you are welcome to join us. 
   
Parishioners, we are in need of one more vol-
unteer who have  a background in business 
leadership, human resources, or recruiting. 

For more details, please e-mail Bob Volz at 
bvolz_atl@yahoo.com.



DISCIPLES AROUND YOU
Parish News

DECEMBER 12, 2021 |THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT

4

SMALL FAITH COMMUNITIES
Whatever else Catholics know, they must know that they 
are loved by the people of the Church.  We at St. Thomas 
Aquinas have been working to create a smaller, more 
personal experience of church for every member of our 
Parish.  We call these Small Faith Communities.

Small Faith Communities are groups of 8-12 adults who 
gather in homes to share their experiences of faith and 
love.  Hundreds of adult parishioners participate in Small 
Faith Communities at St. Thomas Aquinas.

Won’t you come join us? Contact Terry Zobel at 
tzobel@sta.org for more information. 

ADVENT SING-A-LONG
Join us this Tuesday, Dec. 14 at 7 p.m., for our Advent
Sing-a-long! This program will feature Advent songs, old and 
new, and will inspire us all to prepare for the birth of Jesus 
Christ. Selections from the Christmas portions of Handel’s 
Messiah will also be performed with soloists and choir 
members from St. Thomas Aquinas and St. Michael the 
Archangel.

Tickets are free, but a suggested $20 donation is greatly 
appreciated to help pay for the orchestra performance. You 
can drop off your donation in the red and green box in the 
Narthex this weekend after Mass, or donate online under 
the Messiah Orchestra Fund. We appreciate your donation 
and your help to make this program a success! 

ADVENT SING-A-LONG
¡Únase a nosotros este martes 14 de diciembre a las 7PM 
para nuestro canto de Adviento / Mesías! Este programa 
contará con canciones de Adviento, antiguas y nuevas, 
y nos inspirará a todos a prepararnos para el nacimien-
to de Jesucristo. También se tocarán algunas porciones 
navideñas del Mesías de Handel con solistas y miembros 
del coro de Santo Tomás de Aquino y San Miguel Arcángel.

Los boletos son gratuitos para este evento, pero se agra-
dece enormemente una donación sugerida de $ 20 para 
ayudar a pagar la actuación de la orquesta. Puede dejar 
su donación en el recuadro rojo y verde en el Narthex este 
fin de semana después de la misa, o donar en línea bajo el 
Messiah Orchestra Fund. ¡Agradecemos su donación y su 
ayuda para que este programa sea un éxito!

THANK YOU, ST. THOMAS AQUINAS PARISHIONERS!

Because of your support, the Blue Star Military Support Group was 
able to send 38 boxes, weighing a total of 836 pounds, to two Chap-
lains who will distribute the items to troops in Iraq for Christmas!  We 
were also able to mail boxes full of  Christmas goodies to 4 individuals 
who are also serving overseas.  All the boxes we sent were stuffed 
with toiletries, food and snack items, books, magazines, games, pens, 
writing paper and the Christmas cards you signed for us!

We also would like to thank everyone who included a donation with 
their signed Christmas card. This was a tremendous help in paying for 
postage of the boxes!

Our Blue Star group may do the work of buying supplies, and packing 
boxes, but it is you, the parishioners, who make the holidays special 
for those serving our country, so far from home! Thank you for your 
continued support of the Blue Star Military Support Group!
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DISCIPLES AROUND YOU
Parish News

If you would like to contribute to our Christmas floral decorations in honor of or in memory of a 
loved one, please attach this coupon to your gift of $15 or more. You may place your donation in 

the collection basket or drop it off at the Parish Office during business hours. 
Checks can be made payable to: St. Thomas Aquinas Catholic Church.

Si desea contribuir a nuestras decoraciones florales navideñas en honor o en memoria de un 
ser querido, adjunte este cupón a su regalo de $ 15 o más. Puede colocar su donación en la 

canasta de recolección o dejarla en la Oficina Parroquial durante el horario comercial. 
Los cheques pueden hacerse pagaderos a: St. Thomas Aquinas Catholic Church.

Christmas Flowers

In Honor of Memory of / En honor a la memoria de: __________________________________________

Donated by / Donado por: _________________________________________________________________

Thank you for your generosity! / ¡Gracias por tu generosidad!

SVDP WALMART GIFT CARD COLLECTION
This Advent, St. Vincent de Paul STA will continue its tradition of collecting 
Walmart gift cards for our sponsored families to purchase Christmas gifts.  
Walmart cards will be collected from now until Dec. 19. You can drop gift 
cards at the Parish Office or in the collection basket.

Our Vincentians will be collecting gift cards and monetary contributions 
after mass.  Look for the Blue Santa hats!
For added convenience, there is an online option on the Parish donation 
page at www.sta.org where you can make your contribution.

COLECCIÓN DE TARJETAS DE REGALO SVDP WALMART

Este Adviento, St. Vincent de Paul STA continuará su tradición de recolectar 
tarjetas de regalo de Walmart para que nuestras familias apadrinadas 
compren regalos de Navidad. Las tarjetas de Walmart se recogerán desde 
ahora hasta el 19 de diciembre. Puede dejar las tarjetas de regalo en la 
oficina parroquial o en la canasta de recolección. 
 
Nuestros vicentinos recolectarán tarjetas de regalo y contribuciones 
monetarias después de la misa. ¡Busque los sombreros azules de Santa! 
Para mayor comodidad, hay una opción en línea en la página de 
donaciones de la parroquia en www.sta.org donde puede hacer su 
contribución.



CHRISTMAS MASS SCHEDULE
For your safety and comfort, we have added 
OUTDOOR Masses this Christmas*

DISCIPLES AROUND YOU
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Parish News

Feast of Our Lady of Guadalupe 
Schedule

Saturday, December 11
• 7:00 p.m. Aztec Dancers/Procession
• 7:30 p.m. Vigil Mass (spanish) 
• 8:30 p.m. Adoration/Rosary/Prayers (spanish)
• 9:30 p.m. Dancers
• 10:00 p.m.  Mañanitas – A festive birthday 

song and other music will be played by 
       Mexican Mariachi      

Sunday, December 12
Additional Mass under the tents added to the 
Sunday Schedule
• 8:30 a.m. Aztec Dancers/Procession
• 9:00 a.m. Bilingual Mass under the tents in the 

lower parking lot
• 10:00 a.m. Mexican Mariachi Music to honor 

Our Lady of Guadalupe 
• 1:30 p.m. Aztec Dancers/Procession
• 2:00 p.m. Sunday Spanish Mass 

For more information or updates please see our 
website at www.sta.org & bulletin

Friday, December 24:
• 12 p.m. - Mass in English - Tents*
• 4 p.m. - Mass in English - Church
• 7 p.m. - Mass in Spanish - Church
• 10 p.m. - Mass in English - Church

Saturday, December 25:
• 10 a.m. - Mass in English - Both under the tents* and in the 

Church
• 12 p.m. - Mass in Spanish - Church

Advent Sing-a-Long
7 p.m. - Church 

Dec.
14

Advent Penance Service
7:30 p.m. - Church 

Dec.
17

Our Lady of Guadalupe Celebrations
See full schedule to the right

Dec.
11

Our Lady of Guadalupe Celebrations
See full schedule to the right

Dec.
12

Christmas Eve Masses
See full schedule below

Dec.
24

Christmas Day Masses
See full schedule below

Dec.
25

ADVENT PENANCE SERVICE
Dec. 17, 7:30 p.m.

We will gather first as a community for 
a short prayer service. Approximately a 
dozen priests are available for individual 
reconciliation through 9:30 p.m. 
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DISCIPLES AROUND YOU
Parish News

Nuestra Señora de Guadalupe 
Horario de eventos

Sábado 11 de diciembre
• 7:00 p.m. Danzas Aztecas/Procesión
• 7:30 p.m. Misa de Vigila en español (Templo) 
• 8:30 p.m. Adoración/Rosario/Oración
• 9:30 p.m. Danzas
• 10:00 p.m.  Mañanitas – Mariachi (2 horas)

Domingo 12 de diciembre 
Misa Adicional en honor de Nuestra Señora de 
Guadalupe
• 8:30 a.m. Danzas Aztecas/Procesión
• 9:00 a.m. Misa Bilingüe en las Carpas
• 10:00 a.m.  Homenaje/Mariachi (2 horas)
• 1:30 p.m. Danzas/Procesión
• 2:00 p.m. Misa de Domingo en español 

(Templo)

Para mayor información y horarios exactos por 
favor consulte nuestro sitio en la red 
www.sta.org

Viernes 24 de diciembre:
• 12 p.m. - Misa en ingles - Afuera*
• 4 p.m. - Misa en ingles - Templo
• 7 p.m. - Misa en español - Templo
• 10 p.m. - Misa en ingles - Templo

Sábado 25 de diciembre:
• 10 a.m. - Misa en ingles - Afuera* y Templo
• 12 p.m. - Misa en español - Templo

HORARIO DE LA MISA DE NAVIDAD
Para su seguridad y comodidad, hemos agregado
Misas AL AFUERA esta Navidad*

Advent Sing-a-Long
7 p.m. - Iglesia

Dec.
14

Servicio de Penitencia de Adviento
7:30 pm. - Iglesia

Dec.
17

Celebraciones de Nuestra Señora de Guadalupe
Ver horario completo a la derecha

Dec.
11

Celebraciones de Nuestra Señora de Guadalupe
Ver horario completo a la derecha

Dec.
12

Misas de Nochebuena
Vea el calendario completo a continuación

Dec.
24

Misas de Navidad
Vea el calendario completo a continuación

Dec.
25

17 de diciembre, 7:30 p.m.

Nos reunimos primero como comunidad 
para un breve servicio de oración y luego 
aproximadamente una docena de 
sacerdotes están disponibles para la 
reconciliación individual hasta las 9:30 p.m. 

SERVICIO DE PENITENCIA DE ADVIENTO
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BLESSING OF A CHRISTMAS TREE

Read one of the following Scripture passages aloud: 
Titus 3:4-7 or Ezekiel 17:22-24

Blessing of a Christmas Tree

Lord our God,
we praise you for the light of creation:
the sun, the moon, and the stars of the night.
We praise you for the light of Israel:
the Law, the prophets, and the wisdom of the Scriptures.
We praise you for Jesus Christ, your Son:
He is Emmanuel, God-with-us, the Prince of Peace,
who fills us with the wonder of your love.
Lord God,
let your blessing come upon us
as we illumine this tree.
May the light and cheer it gives
be a sign of the joy that fills our hearts.
May all who delight in this tree
come to the knowledge and joy of salvation.
We ask this through Christ our Lord.
AMEN

From Catholic Household Blessings and Prayers

SUPPORT CATHOLIC CHARITIES
Please answer the prayer for help this Christmas by contributing 
to the 2nd collection in support of the work of Catholic Charities 
Atlanta.  

CARIDADES CATÓLICAS DE ATLANTA 
Por favor, responda a la oración de ayuda esta Navidad 
contribuyendo a la segunda colecta en apoyo del trabajo de 
caridades católicas de Atlanta.
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Fabio Alvarez
Rose Marie Barnes

Lynn Brady
Ellen Reuland Coons

Sally Clark
Regina Flaherty
Peter Gallagher

Philip Garcia
Deacon Ed LaHouse

Lucretia Hart
Winifried  Hofmann

Kathy Hudon
Angie Mastrangelo

Bob MacPhee

Marqarita Munoz
Peter Quintana
Jackie School

Roxanne Spillett
Deacon John Strachan

Bill Wickham

FAITHFUL IN THE LORD

This list of those suffering illness is a ministry of Forever Young 
Friends and is updated at noon on Thursday every week. To be listed 

for six weeks, removed or extended, contact Marianne Fronek at 
marianneFronek@gmail.com. 

PRAY FOR OUR SICK

RECONCILIATION/RECONCILIACIÓN
Confessions are held on 
Mondays from 3 -  4 p.m. 
and Saturdays from 3  - 4 
p.m. All confessions take 
place in the Confession-
als.

Las confesiones se reali-
zan los lunes a partir de 
las 3  - 4 p.m. y sábados 
a partir de las 3 - 4 p.m. 
Todas las confesiones 
tendrán lugar en los con-
fesionarios (dentro del 
Templo a la izquierda).

Mass Intentions - Pray for the Sick  - Sacraments

Monday, December 13
Noon (+) Genevieve Dravis by Claire & Ed Dravis

Tuesday, December 14
Noon (+) Felipa y Contreras Lozano by Rhodelidia Salvatierra
           (L) Richa Ballah by Lorena Perez
           (+) Frances Wetterlow by McGonagle Family
  
Wednesday, December 15
Noon (+) Fr. Douglas Edwards by STA Staff

Thursday, December 16
Noon (+) Stephanie McCord by McGonagle Family
           (+) Nicholas Mandato by Rose-Marie Mandato
           (L) Jeanne Heinze by Alice Cawston
7p.m. (+) Alba Ocon by FOM
    
Friday, December 17
Noon (+) Arvind Dave by Terrance & Bhumu D’Silva

Saturday, December 18
5 p.m.  (+) Anita Ruiz by Humphress Family
7:30 p.m. (+) Julia Herrera by Verónica Ayala

Sunday, December 19
8 a.m.  (+) Stacia Meczywor by Ken & Pat Massimine
11 a.m. For the Intentions of the Parish Family
2 p.m. (+) Victor De Miguel by Martha Zamorano
5 p.m. (+) Bob & Elaine School by Cindy & Mike Purdo
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FAITHFUL IN THE LORD
Amen Corner

Text by Kathy Kuczka, author of Connecting the Liturgy with Our Lives: Print and Digital Resources for Faith Formation (LTP, 2019). 
Art by Boris Stoilov. © 2020 Archdiocese of Chicago: Liturgy Training Publications, 3949 South Racine, Avenue, Chicago, IL 60609; 800-933-1800; www.LTP.org. 

Pastoral Liturgy® magazine, September/October 2020, www.PastoralLiturgy.org.

This page may be reproduced for personal or parish use. The copyright notice must appear with the text. 
It also may be downloaded at http://www.pastoralliturgy.org/resources/AMercifulGod.pdf.

Long ago while participating in Cursillo, Sr. Margaret 
McAnoy, ihm, said, “When you die, God is going to ask you 
about your life. God is going to ask, ‘Did you enjoy it?’” Not 
only did this question surprise and delight me, but it changed 
my perspective toward how God responds to his creation. I 
went from viewing the Lord as a critical, demanding judge to 
a being who enthusiastically cheers us on. Sr. Margaret’s 
words came back to me during a recent experience of the sac-
rament of reconciliation.

Confessing my sins has never been easy or comfortable. 
It has meant putting away my pride, lowering my defenses, 
and baring my soul enough to acknowledge my weaknesses. 
When I thought of Sr. Margaret’s words, I realized that no 
matter how far I wander from God, or no matter how broken I 
am, God waits, patiently and mercifully. God longs for us to 
live with joy.

This is the joy celebrated in the sacrament of reconcilia-
tion. It is the joy of returning to God, who has been waiting 
for us with open arms. The anguish and the joy of confession 
can be found in Psalm 32. There, the psalmist discovers 
the freedom of confession after first resisting it. When he can 
no longer keep silent, he confesses his sins and, in turn, finds 
in the Lord shelter, freedom from distress, and deliverance. 
So overwhelmed is he by God’s grace, he shares his good news 
with others. The psalmist proclaims: “Mercy surrounds 
the one who trusts in the Lord. / Be glad in the Lord and 
rejoice, you righteous; / exult, all you upright of heart.” 
Praying Psalm 32, or any of the other penitential psalms (6, 38, 
51, 102, 130, and 143), is helpful in preparing for confession. 

For an examination of conscience, a number of 
resources are available, but consideration should be given 
to using the Scriptures, particularly the Gospel accounts of 
Jesus encountering the woman at the well (John 4:5–42), 
the man born blind (John 9:1–41), and the raising of Lazarus 
(John 11:1–45). Each of these Gospels focuses on themes 
of God’s mercy and deliverance and bids us to look deeply 
into our lives. Reading the story of the man born blind, for 
example, may bring questions such as, “Where have I been 
blind to God’s love?” or “What areas of my life are in need of 
God’s light?” 

Another simple way to prepare for confession is to pray 
the Lord’s Prayer daily. This prayer’s plea to forgive and to be 
forgiven calls for continual conversion and encourages a con-
sistent trust in God’s mercy.

In addition to weekly individual confessions, most par-
ishes celebrate the Rite for Reconciliation of Several Penitents 

with Individual Confession and Absolution during Advent 
and Lent. During this liturgy, the community prays together 
before and after individual confession. This rite more accu-
rately articulates our belief that both sin and forgiveness are 
social, not just individual. That is to say, everything we do or 
fail to do affects somebody else. 

Following confessions, one may wish to bless oneself 
with holy water from the font (when holy water is available) as 
a reminder that reconciliation is a renewal of our baptism. 
Then, like the psalmist, those who have been reconciled are 
called to be vessels of reconciliation for others as Paul reminds 
us in the Second Letter to the Corinthians:

And all this is from God, who has reconciled us to himself 
through Christ and given us the ministry of reconcilia-
tion, namely, God was reconciling the world to himself in 
Christ, not counting their trespasses against them and 
entrusting to us the message of reconciliation.

Let us pray for the courage to approach the sacrament of 
reconciliation with the assurance that God is encouraging us 
and ready to ask of our experience, “Did you enjoy it?”

A Merciful God Awaits Sinners
Kathy Kuczka

Preparation for confession can include reading the Scriptures such as John’s 
account of the man born blind. Such reading gives us awareness of blind 
spots in our lives.

Text by Kathy Kuczka, author of Connecting the Liturgy with Our Lives: Print and Digital Resources for Faith Formation (LTP, 2019). 
Art by Boris Stoilov. © 2020 Archdiocese of Chicago: Liturgy Training Publications, 3949 South Racine, Avenue, Chicago, IL 60609; 800-933-1800; www.LTP.org. 

Pastoral Liturgy® magazine, September/October 2020, www.PastoralLiturgy.org.

This page may be reproduced for personal or parish use. The copyright notice must appear with the text. 
It also may be downloaded at http://www.pastoralliturgy.org/resources/AMercifulGod.pdf.

Long ago while participating in Cursillo, Sr. Margaret 
McAnoy, ihm, said, “When you die, God is going to ask you 
about your life. God is going to ask, ‘Did you enjoy it?’” Not 
only did this question surprise and delight me, but it changed 
my perspective toward how God responds to his creation. I 
went from viewing the Lord as a critical, demanding judge to 
a being who enthusiastically cheers us on. Sr. Margaret’s 
words came back to me during a recent experience of the sac-
rament of reconciliation.

Confessing my sins has never been easy or comfortable. 
It has meant putting away my pride, lowering my defenses, 
and baring my soul enough to acknowledge my weaknesses. 
When I thought of Sr. Margaret’s words, I realized that no 
matter how far I wander from God, or no matter how broken I 
am, God waits, patiently and mercifully. God longs for us to 
live with joy.

This is the joy celebrated in the sacrament of reconcilia-
tion. It is the joy of returning to God, who has been waiting 
for us with open arms. The anguish and the joy of confession 
can be found in Psalm 32. There, the psalmist discovers 
the freedom of confession after first resisting it. When he can 
no longer keep silent, he confesses his sins and, in turn, finds 
in the Lord shelter, freedom from distress, and deliverance. 
So overwhelmed is he by God’s grace, he shares his good news 
with others. The psalmist proclaims: “Mercy surrounds 
the one who trusts in the Lord. / Be glad in the Lord and 
rejoice, you righteous; / exult, all you upright of heart.” 
Praying Psalm 32, or any of the other penitential psalms (6, 38, 
51, 102, 130, and 143), is helpful in preparing for confession. 

For an examination of conscience, a number of 
resources are available, but consideration should be given 
to using the Scriptures, particularly the Gospel accounts of 
Jesus encountering the woman at the well (John 4:5–42), 
the man born blind (John 9:1–41), and the raising of Lazarus 
(John 11:1–45). Each of these Gospels focuses on themes 
of God’s mercy and deliverance and bids us to look deeply 
into our lives. Reading the story of the man born blind, for 
example, may bring questions such as, “Where have I been 
blind to God’s love?” or “What areas of my life are in need of 
God’s light?” 

Another simple way to prepare for confession is to pray 
the Lord’s Prayer daily. This prayer’s plea to forgive and to be 
forgiven calls for continual conversion and encourages a con-
sistent trust in God’s mercy.

In addition to weekly individual confessions, most par-
ishes celebrate the Rite for Reconciliation of Several Penitents 

with Individual Confession and Absolution during Advent 
and Lent. During this liturgy, the community prays together 
before and after individual confession. This rite more accu-
rately articulates our belief that both sin and forgiveness are 
social, not just individual. That is to say, everything we do or 
fail to do affects somebody else. 

Following confessions, one may wish to bless oneself 
with holy water from the font (when holy water is available) as 
a reminder that reconciliation is a renewal of our baptism. 
Then, like the psalmist, those who have been reconciled are 
called to be vessels of reconciliation for others as Paul reminds 
us in the Second Letter to the Corinthians:

And all this is from God, who has reconciled us to himself 
through Christ and given us the ministry of reconcilia-
tion, namely, God was reconciling the world to himself in 
Christ, not counting their trespasses against them and 
entrusting to us the message of reconciliation.

Let us pray for the courage to approach the sacrament of 
reconciliation with the assurance that God is encouraging us 
and ready to ask of our experience, “Did you enjoy it?”

A Merciful God Awaits Sinners
Kathy Kuczka

Preparation for confession can include reading the Scriptures such as John’s 
account of the man born blind. Such reading gives us awareness of blind 
spots in our lives.
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