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“

you have revealed them to
little ones. “
Mat 11:25-30
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Ordinary Time
before anyone else did so. They saw in Jesus a source of
the same grace they had relied on all their lives.

The Yoke of Mission
Michael Simone, America, June 16, 2017

The wise and the learned, meanwhile, had forgo"en the
lessons of dependence. Jesus’ ac!ons perplexed and
troubled them. Something in their educa!on caused
them to lose sight of their dependence on God. Perhaps
it was because they had a"ained social status and
comfort. Perhaps they came to believe that in their
learning they had every answer they would need to make
their own way through life. Just as a climatologist might
be able to describe a desert but not survive in it, the wise
and learned of Jesus’ day were able to talk about God
more easily than they could recognize the ac!on of
grace.

Although you have hidden these things from the wise and
The Þrst part of today’s Gospel also appears in Luke, but
the learned, you have revealed them to li!le ones. (Mt
the second part, Mt 11:28-30, is unique to Ma"hew. The
11:25)
statement is a paradox: The yoke symbolizes the burden
T. E. Lawrence was astonished by the things his Bedouin of servitude, yet Jesus promises a “yoke of rest.”
companions no!ced in the desert. Where Lawrence saw Ma"hew understands a life dependent on God to be a
only a bleak expanse of sand, the Bedouin saw animal
life of freedom. Jesus o#ers the same yoke that he bears,
tracks, small plants, evidence of water and places to hide the saving mission he receives from the Father. Like most
from the sun. They could squint into the noon!me glare yokes, it has two collars to distribute the load. As the
and spot the approach of fellow travelers or opposing
disciples discovered, to take up Jesus’ yoke means to give
armies long before Lawrence’s eyes could pick them out. up fantasies of control and self-importance. At the same
They knew the rhythms of the desert, the wind pa"erns !me, they learned that Jesus did all the heavy li$ing. His
and seasonal changes that predicted sandstorms or an
is a yoke of rest.
abundance of life giving dew. According to Lawrence, the
In the midst of our relief, we can s!ll Þnd plenty to do.
desert was a mother to the Bedouin, and he never
Jesus needs our feet to move with his. He needs us to
ceased to be amazed at their understanding of her ways.
watch his labor and assist as we can. As Bedouin are
Jesus o#ers us a similar insight this week. During his
children of the desert, we will, yoked to Christ, learn to
ac!ve ministry, he lived his life u"erly dependent on
become children of God.
divine providence. He emphasized this dependence to his
Q. What experiences remind you of your dependence on
disciples before he sent them out to preach in his name.
God? What do you learn from them?
This was no asce!cal exercise; it was the necessary path
to God. A person completely dependent on God becomes
Q. What experiences hide God from
sensi!ve to the subtle rhythms of divine ac!on in the
you?
world. Jesus was a child of God as Lawrence’s Bedouin
Q. What burdens can you let Christ
were children of the desert.
carry?
Jesus recognized a similar sensi!vity among the poor and
simple of his day. They knew their dependence on
Michael R. Simone, S.J., teaches
providence, and it sharpened their awareness of God’s
Scripture at Boston College School of
ac!on in the world. These “li"le ones” recognized Jesus
Theology and Ministry.
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Readings for the week of July 25 , 2020
Monday: Hos 2:16, 17b-18, 21-22/Ps 145:2-3, 4-5, 67, 8-9 [8a]/Mt 9:18-26
Tuesday: Hos 8:4-7, 11-13/Ps 115:3-4, 5-6, 7ab-8, 910 [9a]/Mt 9:32-38
Wednesday: Hos 10:1-3, 7-8, 12/Ps 105:2-3, 4-5, 6-7
[4b]/Mt 10:1-7
Thursday: Hos 11:1-4, 8e-9/Ps 80:2ac and 3b, 15-16
[4b]/Mt 10:7-15
Friday: Hos 14:2-10/Ps 51:3-4, 8-9, 12-13, 14 and 17
[17b]/Mt 10:16-23
Saturday: Is 6:1-8/Ps 93:1ab, 1cd-2, 5 [1a]/Mt 10:2433
Sunday: Is 55:10-11/Ps 65:10, 11, 12-13, 14 [Lk 8:8]/
Rom 8:18-23/Mt 13:1-23 or 13:1-9

07-06 Mon
07-07 Tues
07-08 Wed
07-09 Thurs
07-10 Fri
07-11 Sat
07-12 Sun

MASS SCHEDULE
8:00 AM
Mass
8:00 AM
Mass
8:00 AM
Mass
8:00 AM
Mass
8:00 AM
Mass
8:00 AM
Mass
3:00 PM
Confessions
4:00 PM
Mass
8:30 AM
Mass
10:30 AM
Mass

STEWARDSHIP OF TREASURE

This year versus last year, June 14 , 2020

CFA

2019

2020

Goal

$245,000.00

$245,000.00

Pledge

$203,411.00

$192,078.00

Payment

$180,676.00

$175,417.00

Into your hands O Lord, we commend
the souls of our recently departed. May
their souls and the souls of all the
faithful departed, through the mercy of
God, rest in peace.

LIVING OUR FAITH
Books of Interest
Earth-Honoring Faith: Religious
Ethics in a New Key by Larry L.
Rasmussen (Oxford University
Press, 2012)

the di&cult transi!on from an industrial-technological age
obsessed with consump!on to an ecological age that restores
wise stewardship of all life.
Earth-honoring Faith advocates an alliance of spirituality and
ecology, in which the material requirements for planetary life
are reconciled with deep tradi!ons of spirituality across
religions, tradi!ons that include mys!cism, sacramentalism,
prophe!c prac!ces, asce!cism, and the cul!va!on of wisdom. It
is these shared spiritual prac!ces that can produce a chorus of
world faiths to counter the consumerism, u!litarianism,
aliena!on, oppression, and folly that have pushed us to the
brink.

Though%ul observers agree that
the planetary crisis we now face -climate change, species ex!nc!on,
the destruc!on of en!re
ecosystems, the urgent need for a
more just economic-poli!cal order
-- is pushing human civiliza!on to a
radical turning point: change or
Wri"en with passionate commitment and deep insight, Earthperish. But precisely how to change remains an open ques!on.
Honoring Faith reminds us that we must live in the present with
the knowledge that the eyes of future genera!ons will look
In Earth-Honoring Faith, Larry Rasmussen answers that ques!on
back at us.
with a drama!cally new way of thinking about human society,
ethics, and the ongoing health of our planet. Rejec!ng the
Larry L. Rasmussen is Reinhold Niebuhr Professor Emeritus of
modern assump!on that morality applies to human society
Social Ethics, Union Theological Seminary and winner of the
alone, Rasmussen insists that we must derive a spiritual and
1997 Grawemeyer Award in Religion. He is the
ecological ethic that accounts for the well-being of all crea!on,
author of Dietrich Bonhoe"er: Reality and
as well as the primal elements upon which it depends: earth,
Resistance and the co-editor of Earth Habitat:
air, Þre, water, and sunlight. He argues that good science,
New Dimensions of Church and Community in
necessary as it is, will not be enough to inspire fundamental
Crea#on.
change. We must draw on religious resources as well to make

Websites Worth Browsing

350.org

350.org an interna!onal movement of ordinary
people working to end the age of fossil fuels and
build a world of community-led renewable energy for
all.
Here's how to get there:
1. A fast & just transi!on to 100%
renewable energy for all

Accelerate the transi!on to a new, just clean
energy economy by suppor!ng community-led
energy solu!ons

2. No new fossil fuel projects anywhere
Stop and ban all oil, coal and gas projects from
being built through local resolu!ons and
community resistance.

3. Not a penny more for dirty energy

Cut o# the social license and Þnancing for fossil
fuel companies — divest, de-sponsor and defund.

History

350.org was founded in 2008 by a group of university friends in
the United States along with author Bill McKibben, who wrote

one of the Þrst books on global warming for the general public.
The goal was to build a global climate movement. 350 was
named a$er 350 parts per million — the safe concentra!on of
carbon dioxide in the atmosphere.
Our Þrst ac!ons were global days of ac!on that linked ac!vists
and organiza!ons around the world, including the Interna!onal
Day of Climate Ac!on in 2009, the Global Work Party in 2010,
Moving Planet in 2011. 350 quickly became a planet-wide
collabora!on of organizers, community groups and regular
people Þgh!ng for a fossil free future.
Today 350 works on grassroots campaigns across the globe:
fromopposing coal plants and mega-pipelines, to suppor!ng
renewable energy solu!ons and cu'ng Þnancial ßows to fossil
fuels. All of our work leverages people power to dismantle the
inßuence and infrastructure of the fossil fuel industry.
Some of our proudest moments of recent years include
campaigning against the Keystone XL and Dakota Access
pipelines in the United States; stopping fracking in hundreds of
ci!es in Brazil and Argen!na; pushing more than 1,000
universi!es, founda!ons, ci!es and churches to divest more
than $12 trillion from fossil fuels; and joining historic grassroots
mobiliza!ons like the People's Climate March and Global
Climate Strike.

LIVING OUR FAITH
Witness for Our Times
Sr. Jacquelyn Walsh, RSM
Sister of Mercy (1952–2012)
She is remembered on July 8.
Never grow weary from doing what is right.
On the evening of July 9, 2012, Sr. Jackie Walsh was taking a walk on a wooded street on Long Island
when she was struck and killed by a hit-and-run driver. She had been a"ending a retreat with her
fellow Sisters of Mercy and just that day had remarked, “This is heaven.”
Sr. Jackie was a driving force in her parish in Syosset, where she served as pastoral associate and
engaged in virtually every kind of ministry. In the tes!mony of the thousands who a"ended her prayer
vigil, wake, and funeral—just a sample of those touched by her life—it was evident that she embodied
the best of the Church: she was “joyful,” “life-giving,” a “servant of jus!ce, tempered by mercy,” with “arms that were made for
hugging”; she was “welcoming,” “Þlled with compassion,” always “the Þrst to celebrate,” someone “you just immediately
wanted to love.” As her pastor observed, “Her heart was burning within her for love of the Lord with every expression of JOY that
she radiated and conveyed.”
The list of canonized saints !lts heavily toward the founders and foundresses of religious orders. Yet for every founder there are
thousands of faithful servants like Sr. Jackie, icons of God’s love to those who know them. On her web site, Sr. Jackie quoted the
foundress of her own order, Sr. Catherine McAuley, “Do all you can for the people of God. The !me is short.”

Psalm 145
Psalm 145 is a hymn of
praise, set in the style of an
acros!c. It is not original,
for the psalmist strings
together his verses in the
order of the alphabet and
takes the passages from
several other psalms. The repe!!on of the acclama!on of
certain terms also enables one to express the ardor of a
convic!on, which is the case here. The psalm exalts about all the
God of the Covenant. It then proclaims God’s benevolence that
is manifested in the help, subsistence, and salva!on accorded in
some manner to all who invoke him. We can pray this psalm to
bless, praise, and extol God in his perfec!ons and prodigious
works.
Jim Farrell, Randall DeBruyn, and Craig Kingsbury have set Psalm
145 to music in “Sing a Joyful Song” (1984). It is #539 in Breaking
Bread 2020.
Sing a joyful song to the Lord, alleluia!
Let the heavens and earth rejoice, alleluia, alleluia!
The heavens proclaim God’s name, and earth in reply
Echoes back with joyful songs of praise!
Our God is a mighty God, unequalled in power
Yet with gentle mercy covers the earth.
Sing praise, O Jerusalem! Sing praise to your King!
Ruling earth with jus!ce age a$er age.
Sing praise to the God of gods, the Ancient of Days!
Holy, holy, holy Lord of all!

A Prayer Affirming Life

God, you are the Lord and Creator of life,
You have blessed men and women
With the privilege
Of bringing new life into the world.
You have imparted in our hearts the desire to
nurture and protect life at all its stages.
We accept these gifts as a sacred trust.
Through the power of the Holy Spirit
Help us to affirm the value of life.
Grant us the wisdom and courage to speak out
and defend human life.
Give us compassion
So that we may lovingly counsel
Those who would reject the gift of life,
Which is the reflection
Of your image and likeness. Amen.

Pope’s Intention for
July
Our Families
We pray that today's
families may be accompanied

YOUTH CORNER
How to Talk to Your Child about Coronavirus (COVID-19)
Reviewed by: Jennifer Shroff Pendley, PhD, Kids’ Health, April 2020 www.kidshealth.org
Your kids are hearing about coronavirus (COVID-19). You want to make
sure they get reliable information — and you want them to hear it from
you. Here's how to talk about it.
Find Out What Your Child Already Knows. For older kids, you might
ask, "What are you hearing about coronavirus? What questions do you
have?" For younger children, you could say, "Do you have questions about
the new sickness that's going around?" This gives you a chance to learn
how much kids know — and to find out if they're hearing the wrong information.
Offer Comfort — and Honesty. Focus on helping your child feel safe, but be truthful. Don't offer more detail
than your child is interested in. Speak calmly and reassuringly. Explain that most people who get sick feel like
they have a cold or the flu. Kids pick up on it when parents worry. So
when you talk about coronavirus and the news, use a calm voice and try
not to seem upset.
Give kids space to share their fears. It's natural for kids to worry,
"Could I be next? Could that happen to me?" Let your child know that
kids don't seem to get as sick as adults. Let them know they can always
come to you for answers or to talk about what scares them. Be aware of
how your kids get news
and information, especially older kids who go
online. Point them to age-appropriate content so they don't end
up finding news shows or outlets that scare them or have incorrect information.
Give your child specific things to do to feel in control. Teach
kids that getting lots of sleep and washing their hands well and
often can help them stay strong and well. Explain that regular
hand washing also helps stop viruses from spreading to others.
Be a good role model and let your kids see you washing your
hands often!
Older kids might be comforted to know that scientists are working to develop a vaccine. These talks also help
kids manage changes to their normal routine.
Put news stories in context. If they ask, explain that
death from the virus is still rare, despite what they might
hear. Watch the news with your kids so you can filter
what they hear. Kids and teens often worry more about
family and friends than themselves. Letting them call or
video chat with older relatives can help them feel reassured about loved ones. Keep checking in with your child.
Use talking about coronavirus as a way to help kids learn
about their bodies, like how the immune system fights
disease.

GASTROENTEROLOGY
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