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WELCOME 

PARISH OFFICE HOURS 

Monday-Thursday  

9:00 AM-4:00 PM 

closed for lunch 12-1:00 PM 

MASSES NOW 

Saturday: 4:00 PM 

Sunday: 8:00 & 11:00 AM 

Spanish Mass is at 1:00 PM 

DAILY MASS 
9:00 AM Monday-Saturday 

MISSION 

The Mission of St. Joan of Arc 

Parish is to put Jesus first in our 

lives by seeking to know Him in 

Scripture, Encountering Him in 

Prayer, Celebra)ng His Presence 

among us in praise and worship 

and uni)ng with one another in 

loving service. 

NOTE 

WEEKEND MASSES WILL BE 

CELEBRATED AT THE TIMES 

LISTED ABOVE UNTIL AT 

LEAST THE END OF AUGUST 

MASKS ARE REQUIRED.  WE 

WILL ALLOW ONLY 50% 

CAPACITY FOR EACH MASS AND 

YOU MUST PRACTICE SOCIAL 

DISTANCING. THANK YOU.  YOU 

ARE IN OUR PRAYERS.  

OCTOBER 4, 2020  |  27TH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 



From the Pastors’ Desk 
     In last week’s reading from Ezekiel, we see that the people during Ezekiel’s time lacked humility. But what 
exactly is humility? True humility is when we can completely empty ourselves. We change our direction from  

our self, to the Lord. A friend of mine told me that EGO stands for Edging God Out. When we begin with God, 
and not ourselves, our perspective on reality does shift. God’s will comes first. An example of this was at the  

Garden of Gethsemane. Jesus prays to His Father, “Not my will but your will be done”. At the Annunciation 
Mary said to God through the Angel, “Let it be done to me according to your word. 

 

     Life itself has its genesis in God. This is the reason why Genesis is the name of the Bible’s first book. If we 

have a humble heart, we become aware of our proper orientation. God is the creator and we are His creatures. We 
must be obedient to Our Lord, who created us. This is why we must listen to God’s call to us. 

 

      It is this attitude of humility that led to the salvation of this world. In last week’s second reading to the       

Philippians Paul states, “that Jesus humbled Himself, becoming obedient to death on a cross”. Paul explains that 
humility means putting other people ahead of you. Humility means thinking of their needs before yours. 

 

     In the book of Ezekiel, the prophet tells the house of Israel that they need to trust their ways to the Lord.      

Instead they trusted in the ways of the world. As a result, they were defeated by the Babylonians. At the same 
time the house of Israel complains that God’s ways are not fair because with their defeat to the Babylonians, they    

accuse God of punishing them for the sins of their ancestors. Ezekiel then states that God does not punish a      
person for the sins of previous generations. A person is only punished by the sins they have committed. They  

cannot blame their troubles on the crimes of the past generations. Ezekiel finally states that if they truly sought 
the way of God and put Our Lord first, they would not sin. They would live in total harmony if only they would 

put God first in their lives. This is true humility. 
 

     In last week’s Gospel, Jesus tells a parable of two sons who also lacked humility. The father asks them to work 
in the vineyard. The first son at first refused, but later changed his mind and did what his father asked of him. The 

second son said that he would obey his father but never showed up to work. Like both sons, the Chief Priests and   
Elders gave God a hard time. They refused to listen and respond to John the Baptist. John the Baptist was a 

prophet sent by Jesus’s Heavenly Father. Like the Israelites in the reading from Ezekiel, the Chief Priests and   
Elders lacked humility. 

 

     The prostitutes, sinners and tax collectors in last week’s gospel found life as it was meant to be. Jesus offered 
them hope, which they never had before. They experienced true conversion of heart. They listened to the words of 
God given to them through John the Baptist. As a result they had faith in God through one of His prophets. They 
had true humility. Hopefully we too can act accordingly.  
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Observances for the week of October 4, 2020 
Sunday:       Respect Life Sunday 

Monday:      Blessed Francis Xavier  Seelos, Pr iest 
Tuesday:      St. Bruno, Pr iest; Blessed Mar ie Rose Durocher , Virgin 

Wednesday: Our Lady of the Rosary 

Friday:         St. Denis, Bishop, and Companions, Mar tyrs; St. John Leonardi, Pr iest 

St. Mother Theresa of Calcutta was asked, “How can I learn to pray?”  Her answer was so      

simple.  “Every morning when you wake up, before you get out of bed say, ‘I love you Jesus’.  

Make this a habit in your lives and you will be surprised how wonderfully your lives change.  

Soon you will want to spend more time in prayer with Jesus, Whom you love. 



NOTITAS DEL DIÁCONO    
JOSE CRUZ 

 
 

En la primera parábola que escuchamos hoy de 
Isaías se nos narra una historia condensada del 
pueblo escogido. Como en el Edén, esta viña 
la atiende amorosamente Dios (“mi amigo”), 
con una vid fértil y llena de vida. Pero al igual 
que en el Edén, lo que se produce no es 
coherente con lo bueno de la creación. Brota la 
ira de Dios con la producción de uvas agrias 
(en hebreo malolientes” o “podridas”). Isaías 
proclama que el Señor le quitará su protección, 
la lluvia y su tierno cuidado. Aunque sabemos 
que Dios ha perdonado al pueblo escogido una 
y otra vez, el papel de Isaías como profeta 
exige llamarle la atención a la gente sobre el 
pecado en que viven.  
La segunda parábola, contada por Jesús a los 
sumos sacerdotes, usa el mismo marco, así es 
que es indudable que los sumos sacerdotes 
recordaran el pasaje de Isaías mientras Jesús 
les contaba la historia. Están prestos a juzgar a 
los avaros y envidiosos viñadores, y bien que 
lo hagan; pero no conectan su propio papel en 
la parábola. Tal vez nosotros tampoco. 
¿Persisto en poner mis propios intereses por 
encima de los del dueño/mi amigo/Dios? Al 
igual que en la parábola que inmediatamente le 
precede a ésta, que escuchamos el domingo 
pasado, Dios le confía la viña, o sea el Reino, 
a aquellos que hacen el trabajo y producen 
buenos frutos.  
Ahora que sabemos qué estamos llamados a 
hacer debemos preguntar cómo hacerlo. ¿De 
qué manera la fe produce frutos? Nos lo dice 
san Pablo. Vayan en pos de todo lo que es 
verdadero y noble, justo, puro, y todo lo que 
sea digno de elogio por parte de Dios. Así es 
cómo nuestra fe rinde frutos. “Y el Dios de la 
paz estará con ustedes” (filipenses 4, 9).  
 

Pregunta de la Semana  
¿Qué cosa específica puedo hacer con mi 
tiempo y talentos para producir frutos en la 
viña que llamo hogar?  

NOTES FROM DEACON FRED 
 

Singing the Blues 
 

Sometimes we forget how important God is 
in our lives.  Perhaps our lives are going well and 
we start taking God for granted.  Perhaps we even 
believe that in the interest of inclusion or 
politically correct and polite behavior we relegate 
God to our Church services and encourage others 
to do the same.  When this happens, do we notice 
that events in our lives tend to go in the wrong 
direction and we can’t grasp why?  After all we are 
kind to everyone and make every effort to appease 
and accept values that would contradict what our 
Lord has taught us.   

This couldn’t happen, could it?  We can’t 
allow prayer in our schools, or stand up for the life 
of the unborn.  Our pledge to our American nation 
might even be silent on our reliance to our God.  
We might rationalize these decisions, thinking it is 
best for our community or country since it will 
promote unity and minimize divisiveness.    

As we read the song of the unfruitful 
vineyard in Isaiah 5, it sounds so much like the 
blues.  Look what I have done for you out of love, 
all that I have given you, including My beloved 
Son… and you have rejected Me…   

Remember… God is good… all the time 
and all the time God is good.  We are called to 
share this message with the world… we are called 
to live this message in our lives, public or 
private…  We are called to stand up and be 
counted as one of God’s children.  We live in a 
time where we need to remind others and 
sometimes ourselves that God is number 1 in our 
lives and we need to live it..  internally and 
externally.  If we allow Him to give us the grace to 
do just that, we will find a peace that is beyond 
understanding.  If we suppress our faith we will not 
find peace but anxiety.. and the lyrics of the song 
“American Pie” become reality and we as a 
community and nation become lost…  

We rarely know what direction God is 
taking us when we put our trust in Him, but we do 
know through faith and experience that it will lead 
to a much better place.  Personally, I would like to 
experience the places that God will take us, 
perhaps you do too…. 

Let us stay the course and live the 
principle, 
“In God We Trust”  in prayer and in action…. 
Now is the time…   Tic Tok 
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SATURDAY, OCTOBER 3 
9:00 am     † Vito Gassi  

             req by Loving Wife, Vickie 

4:00 pm   †   Lyman Stone 

   req by Doug Stone 

 

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 4 
8:00 am   †  Steven Waggoner 
  req by St. Joan of Arc Staff  

11:00 am † Brittany Copeland  
             req by Grandmom and Pop 

1:00 pm       For our Parish Community 

 

MONDAY, OCTOBER 5 

9:00 am   †  Richard Labiszak  
            req by Jevanah Labiszak 

 

TUESDAY,  OCTOBER 6 
9:00 am    †  Sharon Dondero req by  

  Loving Husband 
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WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 7 
9:00 am   † For the Souls in Purgatory  

             req by Barbara Brush 

 

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 8 
9:00 am   † Maria Piazza req by the Council of 

  Catholic Women    

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 9 
9:00 am   † Anthony and Dominic  

  req by Joe and Mary DeLuca 

 

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 10 
9:00 am   †  Theresa and Celia 

  req by Joe and Mary DeLuca 

4:00 pm   †   Rosemary McElwee 

   req by friend Bob 

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 11 
8:00 am   †  Joseph Benda 

   req by Mary Ann Drobina 

11:00 am      For Our Parish Community 

1:00 pm    †  Mildred Salas Badilla 

  req by her son, Fernando 

REFLECTIONS FOR THE     
READINGS OF  

OCTOBER 4, 2020 
 

First Reading:  (Is 5:7) 
The vineyard of the LORD of hosts 
is the house of Israel, and the people 
of Judah are his  cherished plant; he 
looked for judgment, but see,  
bloodshed! for justice, but hark, the 
outcry! 
  
 

Psalm:  (Ps 80) 
The vineyard of the Lord is the 
house of Israel.   
 

 

Second Reading:  (Phil 4:6-9) 
Keep on doing what you have 
learned and received and heard and 
seen in me.  Then the God of peace 
will be with you.  
 

 

Gospel:  (Mt 21:43) 
“Therefore, I say to you, 
the kingdom of God will be  taken 
away from you and given to a    
people that will produce its fruit.”  

MASS INTENTIONS 

Be a Witness of Charity For Peter’s Pence 
 

Next week, we will take up the Peter’s Pence Collec�on, 

which provides Pope Francis with the funds to carry out his 

charitable works around the world.  The proceeds benefit 

our brothers and sisters on the margins of society,             

including vic�ms of war, oppression and disasters.  Please 

be generous.  Please make checks payable St, Joan of Arc 

and one check will be mailed.  Thank for your generosity. 

Readings for the week of October 4, 2020 
 

Sunday: Is 5:1-7/Ps 80:9, 12, 13-14, 15-16, 19-20 [Is 5:7a]/
 Phil 4:6-9/Mt 21:33-43 

Monday: Gal 1:6-12/Ps 111:1b-2, 7-8, 9 and 10c [5]/Lk 
 10:25-37 

Tuesday: Gal 1:13-24/Ps 139:1b-3, 13-14ab, 14c-15 [24b]/
 Lk 10:38-42 

Wednesday: Gal 2:1-2, 7-14/Ps 117:1bc, 2/Lk 11:1-4 

Thursday: Gal 3:1-5/Lk 1:69-70, 71-72, 73-75 [68]/ 
 Lk 11:5-13 

Friday: Gal 3:7-14/Ps 111:1b-2, 3-4, 5-6 [5]/Lk 11:15-26 

Saturday: Gal 3:22-29/Ps 105:2-3, 4-5, 6-7 [8a]/ 
 Lk 11:27-28 
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GOSPEL MEDITATION 
     Do you ever wonder why things never seem to come together? We see glimpses of  
consistency, equity, justice, peace, harmony, and wellbeing, but it always falls short.   
Human life is still expendable and manipulated, people are used for personal                
advancement, countries are at war, the economy continues to face turbulence, anger and 
frustration are widespread and happiness is the possession of just a few and not the 
many. Could it be that we are serving the wrong kingdom? We keep trying to make our 
kingdom work and find ourselves still scratching our heads after repeatedly failed           
attempts to do so. It is almost as if people are saying, “we’ll get it right this time if we   
do … ,” as if some new and secret innovation has yet to be tried. 
 
     We are to serve God’s kingdom. We may not like hearing that, but it is true. God did 
not make only a few of us. God made all of humanity and all of humanity is called into       
service. How often do we defer any of our decision making to God? Secular leaders  enjoy 
winking at the Sacred Scriptures and using them when they advance a cause, but are 
they really listened to? Even those who consider themselves believers tend to sift through 
God’s Word, taking what seems to fit and apply and discarding the rest. After all, if we 
were really serving God’s Kingdom, we would see an abundance of fruit testifying to this 
fact. But what’s growing on the vine is anything other than good Gospel-centered fruit. 
 
     Nothing in this world, or the next, belongs to us. We have such a hard time believing 
this and live our lives as if everything belongs to us. And, the fruit does not lie. Trees that 
are neglected and not properly fertilized reveal that fact. They cannot keep these deep  
secrets from being discovered. If God’s Kingdom was really being served, then life would 
have looked much differently after the crucifixion. By now, there would be plenty of     
fantastic fruit to harvest in abundance: faith, hope, love, prudence, temperance, justice 
and fortitude. Do we see these in abundance around us? Why not? 
 
     Still we grapple with ownership, privilege, status and the protection of our rights. It’s 
all about us and what we want, think we need and expect to acquire. When did this 
change of focus occur? We may have been struggling with this since humanity’s day in the 
garden and have never understood that the focus cannot be on us and the apple, but on 
God and God’s justice. Maybe the only answer is that the Kingdom be taken from us and 
given to someone who is willing to do a better job. Is that the fate we really want? 

GIFTS GIVEN TO SHARE 
 

     My oldest two children took piano lessons when then were younger. In fact, it was because my 
oldest wanted to learn to play so badly that we purchased a piano. He would use it for practice 
during his few years of lessons, and then my daughter took up the instrument. After a few years 
of lessons for each, restlessness set in and a type of indifference took over. The lessons and the 
practicing came to an end. 
 
     My youngest had not expressed much interest in piano when he was younger. Then when he 
was a teenager, he asked for lessons. He   began to play and now he plays even for fun and to  
relax. When his siblings try to play, they are stuck with the truth that those days are gone and 
since they gave it up years ago, they can no longer really play. In many ways, they were given a 
gift, but since they did not use and cultivate it, they lost it. 
 
     God gives us gifts every day and we too  often act like those gifts will simply always be there. 
The truth is, unlike God Himself, many of those gifts are not eternal. If we fail to acknowledge 
them and put them to use, we risk losing them in the end. What a shame. What gifts might be 
slowly slipping away from each of us due to our lack of interest and indifference? They might not 
be there if and when we change our minds.     — Tracy Earl Welliver, MTS 



 

PLEASE CONSIDER ONLINE GIVING 

Our parish is grateful for your conCnued 

support at this Cme. Please consider online 

giving.  Go to our website: 

www.StJoanofarcfl.com and click on Online 

Giving.  Thank you. 

 

 

STEWARDSHIP 

WEEKEND OF SEPTEMBER 13, 2020 
Attendance 368 

Offertory:  $6941.00 

Maryknoll Mission: $690.00 
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     St. Vincent de Paul would like to remind 
you that Publix is giving $10.00 gift cards if you 
get a flu shot.  Please consider donating the card 
to     St. Vincent de Paul through our parish    
office.      
     Even if you are not getting a flu shot, please     
consider giving grocery store gift cards or    
money to St. Vincent de Paul.  Many families 
are in great need right now and your donation 
will be greatly appreciated. 

St Vincent de Paul THRIFT STORE & FOOD  

PANTRY, 1291 Kass Circle—Spring Hill 

 352-688-3331   (Food list 3) 

————————————————————— 

Our SVdP Food Pantry collects these suggested Items 

each month.  Please donate based on the first letter of 

your last name to help those in our area. 
 

A,B……...Rice-a-Roni, macaroni & cheese, 

                 Hamburger Helper. 
 

C,D……...rice, Spaghetti O’s, Beef-a-Roni, ravioli. 
 

E,F,G…...toilet paper, personal products, soap, 

                toothpaste, toothbrushes. 
 

H,I,J…….canned vegetables, canned fruit,  

                baked beans, instant potatoes. 
 

K,L,M…...boxed cereals, powdered milk.  
 

N,O,P…...peanut butter, jelly, All Fruit 

                canned fruit drinks. 
 

Q,R,S,T...spaghetti meat sauce, dry spaghetti. 
 

U,V,W,X..beef stew, canned tuna, canned ham, Spam 

 

Y,Z………chunky soup, clear broth, Ramen noodles. 
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PARISH STAFF 
Pastor Rev. Patrick Rebel 

Asst. Priests ................................................... Rev. Edward Reiter 

 Rev. Michael Kouts 

 Rev. Dennis Kaelin 

 Msgr. Joe Sobiesiak 

Deacons ..................................................... Deacon Fred LaPiana 

 Deacon Jose Cruz 

 Deacon Mike Ruffner 

Parish Business Manager ........................................ Anne Cofone 

Director of Faith FormaCon .......................... Mary Jo Waggoner 

Stjoanreled@gmail.com 

Director of Junior High and Youth Ministry ........ Nancy Lovelock 

Sjoa-youth@tampabay.rr.com 

Director of Music…………………………………………...…...Joyce Thorpe 

Sjoaorganist@gmail.com 

SACRAMENTS 
SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION 

Saturday: 10:00 am-11:00 am & by appointment. 

BAPTISM FOR CHILDREN 
Please call the Parish Office. (352) 688-0663   

MATRIMONY  IV WXY Z[\ ]X^_\`abZ_c^d `Z[[cZd\ Z_ 
S_. JXZ^ XV A[] CeY[]e, ab\Zf\ g\ `c^hVYb _eZ_ 
_e\[\ cf Z fci `X^_e a[cX[ ^X_c]\ [\jY\f_ [\jYc[\h. 

PARISH INFO 
OFFICE EMAIL 
Sjoa-office@tampabay.rr.com 

FAITH FORMATION & YOUTH MINISTRY 
(352) 686-7864 

RCIA/RCIC 
Rite IniCaCon into the Catholic Faith 

“IN HIS FOOTSTEPS” SOUP & SANDWICH LUNCH 
Served in our Parish Family Hall the 2nd Thursday of each 

month from Noon-2:00 pm & for our homebound, the 4th 

Thursday of each month. 

MARY & MARTHA’S GIFT SHOP (NOT OPEN AT THIS TIME) 
Wednesday .................................................... 9:30 am-10:30 am 

Saturday ........................................................... 3:30 pm-5:30 pm 

Sunday.............................................................. 7:00 am-1:00 pm 

Closed during all Masses & the month of August. 

ST. VINCENT DE PAUL SOCIETY 
(352) 556-3670 

NOTRE DAME CATHOLIC SCHOOL 
(352) 683-0755  

www.ndcsfl.org 
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Downing Funeral Home
and Cremation Services

1214 Wendy Court
Spring Hill, FL 34607

Tel: 352-684-5334

New Location
7254 Highpoint Blvd.
Brooksville, FL 34613

Tel: 352-515-5319
Funerals - On Site Crematory - Pre-Planning - Ship In and Ship Out of State - Transfer of Pre-Arrangements Mark Downing, Owner

Brooksville Chapel
2 South Lemon Ave.
Brooksville, FL 3461
(352) 796-6699

Spring Hill Chapel
4095 Mariner Blvd.

Spring Hill, FL 34609
(352) 686-6649

 The Nature Coasts Premier

 ESTATE
 PLANNING
 Law Firm

Spring Hill Office: (352) 683-1963
www.naturecoastlaw.com

WILLS | TRUSTS
PROBATE

ELDER LAW

State Cert #CAC0636926

• Family Owned and Operated
• As a Christian family business,
 we treat you with integrity 
 and professionalism.
• Servicing all major brands
• Commercial/Residential
• Ice Machines

352-754-1890

Since 1986

15320 County Line Rd.
Spring Hill

352-688-0889
 • Free Estimates
 • Insurance Work
 • Complete Mechanical

Owner John Gannon

mikesautobodysh.net

 352-666-9898

Helping You Smile for Over 30 Years!

Evening & Saturday Appointments Now Available!

Dr. O’Sullivan Dr. DeLuca Dr. Ressel

3429 Mariner Blvd.
• Spring Hill • 

Contact Greg Maurer to place an ad today! 
gmaurer@4Lpi.com or (941) 243-3206

CELEBRATING EACH LIFE like no other.
TURNER FUNERAL HOME

FLORIDA HILLS MEMORIAL GARDENS

SPRING HILL • 352-796-9661

• National Transferability • Compassion Helpline
• Free Personal Planning Guide • 100% Service Guarantee
• Celebration of Life Provider • Child / Grandchild Protection

www.TurnerFuneralandCremation.com

Contact Greg Maurer to place an ad today! 
gmaurer@4Lpi.com or (941) 243-3206

www.reliableconstructionandplumbing.com

CONSTRUCTION & PLUMBING
352-686-7527

Residential - Commercial - Repair
Kitchen and Bathroom Renovations • Complete Plumbing Service
Commercial Interior Build-outs • Faucet and Fixture Replacement

Sewer and Drain Cleaning • Sewer Camera and Line Locating
Water Heater Repair and Replacement • Backflow Testing and Installation


