


My Dear Brothers and Sisters, 
      The Holy Gospel reminds us today that we do not always see 
things as the Lord sees them. The phrase “Jesus is Lord!” comes off 
the tongue easily enough, but have we stopped to examine the many 
implications of this exclamation, the truly radical nature of that 
claim? Have we stopped to consider all that the Lord has done for us? 
 
PLEASE OBSERVE THE FOLLOWING, AS REQUESTED BY 
BISHOP JOENSEN: 
 ***Use of face masks. THE BISHOP STRONGLY URGES THIS. 

 ***Use of hand sanitizer. Provided at the door. 
 ***Proper social distancing. Maintain a distance of 6 feet  
 ***Come up to Holy Communion LAST if you wish to 
        receive Holy Communion on the tongue. Either sit in 
        the back or wait until the rest have received. The                        
                     Minister of Holy Communion will wait for you.    
     Congratulations to all of our young people who are making their 
Confirmation this morning. We pray that God’s Holy Spirit will 
accompany them throughout their lives and that they will be faithful 
witnesses to Christ. 
      Please remember to make your ADA pledge. We still owe 
$46,141.00.  Envelopes are obtainable at the doors of the Basilica. 
And please keep an eye on our giving versus our needs, a summary of 
which is in the bulletin each week. We are somewhat behind on what 
is needed to meet our expenses.  
      There will be a second collection this weekend for the disasters 
mentioned in the Bishop’s letter, which is in the bulletin. Please do 
what you can to help. Next weekend we will have a second collection 
for our local St. Vincent de Paul Society. 
      Unfortunately, last week at Holy Family School the outside statue 
of the Blessed Mother was destroyed, and a monument of the 10 
Commandments was vandalized with spray paint. In order to protect 
our grounds, please be advised that the gate will be closed earlier in 
the evening from now on, as long as there are no cars in the parking 
lot. If you plan to be on the grounds after 8:00 p.m. please advise the 
office ahead of time. 
      The Parish Council will meet on the third Sunday of September. I 
will discuss with them the idea of returning to coffee and donuts on 
Sunday morning beginning September 27th. It will depend on a 
number of factors, including volunteers to prepare things, serve and 
clean up afterwards. We may have to look at a new procedure for all 
of this. We will put an announcement in the bulletin the week before 
we begin. 

Let us continue to go forward in faith. You are always in my 
daily prayers! 
 
Devotedly in the Lord, 
 
 
 
 
(The Very Reverend) Aquinas M. Nichols 
Pastor 

 

 May the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ enlighten the eyes of our 
hearts, that we may know what is the hope that belongs to our call. 

THE BASILICA OF ST. JOHN STREAMING ONLINE: 
www.BasilicaofStJohn.org home page, scroll down to  “Streaming 

Masses” & click on the tab to watch daily Mass and the Sunday Mass. 

PRAYER CHAIN:  Do you know someone who is in need of prayer? 
The Basilica Prayer Chain can help. To request prayers email Deacon Luke 
Tieskoetter at tieskoetterluke3@gmail.com or Terri at 321-2743 or 
sinc2@aol.com.  

LITURGICAL SCHEDULE 

AUGUST 29 TO SEPTEMBER 6 

TIMES FOR EUCHARIST AND INTENTIONS 

SAT       4:00PM      +Whipple & Gabriel Families  
29           6:00PM        Spanish Mass    

               
SUN                        
30          8:30AM      +Joseph Tran  
            10:30AM        Parish & Benefactors    
              
MON        
31          12:00PM      Intentions of  Grace Gibbons 
             
TUE                             
01          12:00PM     +Walt McManus 
               
WED                               
02          12:00PM     +Souls of Relatives 
                 
THU                       
03          12:00PM     +Jim Brookhart 
              
FRI        
04          12:00PM       Intentions of Bishop Joseph Charron, C.PP.S. 
                  
SAT             NO MORNING MASS AT THE BASILICA                     
05            9:00AM     +Judy Tatz 
— — —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —   —    
 (Vigil Mass) 
                 4:00PM    +Madeline James 
              
SUN        8:30AM        Parish & Benefactors        
06          10:30AM     + Mary Sokolik 

Weekly income 8/24/20 
 
Weekly total $13,890.26 
Weekly need $17,372.08 
 
Year to Date (YTD) – Fiscal Year July 1, 2020-June 30, 2021 
YTD Total -  $107,288.82 
YTD Need -   $138,976.64 

ANNUAL DIOCESAN APPEAL-Amount still owed:  $46,141.00 

CATECHISM CORNER:  
Last week’s question:   

 

Last week’s question:  *Why are the sacraments efficacious?*     
                 

ANSWER:  The sacraments are efficacious ex opere operato 

(“by the very fact that the sacramental action is 
performed”) because it is Christ who acts in the 
sacraments and communicates the grace they signify. The 
efficacy of the sacraments does not depend upon the 
personal holiness of the minister. However, the fruits of 
the sacraments do depend on the dispositions of the one 
who receives them. 

http://www.BasilicaofStJohn.org
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YOUR PARISH THIS WEEK  
AUGUST 31 THRU SEPTEMBER 6 

SUN    8:00AM     NO Vietnamese Prayer Group%                    
06            St. Vincent de Paul 2nd Collection 

MON   9:00AM     NO Adoration                         
31            

TUE    8:00AM     Organ Practice+++                       
01 

WED   9:00AM     NO Adoration  
02 

FRI      9:00AM     NO Adoration                
04         

SAT     8:30AM     NO Chaplet of Divine Mercy##            
05             St. Vincent de Paul 2nd Collection 

THU    8:00AM     Organ Practice+++                                                          
03     

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM: Congratulations to Chloe Roush 
and her family on the recent celebration of the Sacrament of 
Baptism.  

WELCOME TO OUR PARISH: Cintia Garcia and Fernando 
Alvarez & Family; Maria Reyna Antonio and Valentin 
Conseco Cruz & Family. 

LIFELINES:  It's Time for a Spiritual Audit!: In 
virtually every aspect of Life, corporate, athletic, education 
etc., there is a constant evaluation process to measure 
growth and improvement. Now it is a good time to assess 
our spiritual progress. Have we made a difference? If God 
were totally our "faith in action" would He be pleased with 
what we have done (or failed to do)? Evils plague our 
society, such as abortion, pornography "comprehensive 
sex" education, tax funding of Planned Parenthood, and 
other anti-God, anti-life and anti-family issues. As 
Christians, we know that the Bible commands us to be 
active in serving God. Service is an action word, so we 
know that we cannot serve God by sitting on the sidelines, 
or being a "fence sitter". Are we as Catholics influencing 
our world, or is today's relativism and secularism 
influencing us much more? Are we setting an example to 
the next generation to protect marriage and to defend life, 
from conception until natural death, or are we just 
"passively" pro-life? Do we speak up when in a position to 
defend innocent life? Do we hold our elected 
representatives accountable? Obviously, we cannot do it all, 
but we can certainly do something! Literally, thousands of 
lives are at stake each and every day. If we do nothing we 
collude with the pro-aborts, the purveyor of pornography 
and those that wish to remove God from society. By doing 
nothing, we reap what they sow! ''Anyone, then, who 
knows the good he ought to do and doesn't do it, 
sins" (James 4:17)  By Pro-Life Articles Author 

AROUND THE DIOCESE 
Bring Your Mask: If you’re coming to Mass, please bring your mask. While 
you may not fear getting sick, it’s an act of charity and love to do what we 
can to prevent others from getting sick. Thank you for doing all you can to 
mitigate the spread of COVID-19. 
 
Campus Ministry: We can help your college student connect with his or her 
campus Catholic community. Send their name, school and contact 
information to campusminister@stcatherinedrake.org. Our Campus Ministry 
program will share that information with the college Catholic community at 
the school your student attends. 

RITE OF CHRISTIAN INITIATION OF ADULTS (R.C.I.A): ARE YOU 
interested in becoming Catholic? DO YOU know someone who is interested 
in becoming Catholic or learning about the Catholic Faith? ARE YOU curious 
about the Catholic Faith? RCIA classes will begin in September. If you are 
interested in becoming Catholic and learning more about the faith, or if you 
know someone who is interested in becoming Catholic, please call Margaret 
Stastny at 515-244-3101 ext. 220. 

Daily Scripture Readings for the week  of August 31, 2020: 
Monday:         1 Cor 2:1-5; Lk 4:16-30 

Tuesday:         1 Cor 2:10b-16; Lk 4:31-37 
Wednesday:    1 Cor 3:1-9; Lk 4:38-44 
Thursday:       1 Cor 3:18-23; k 5:1- 
Friday:            1 Cor 4:1-5; Lk 5:33-39 
Saturday:        1 Cor 4:6b-15; Lk 6:1-5 
Sunday:           Ez 33:7-9; Rom 13:8-10; Mt 18:15-20 RELIGIOUS EDUCATION REGISTRATION: Registration for 

Religious Education in August: Please register after Mass or online 
August 15 through August 30th. Grades 1-8 will do Home 
Study. Books will be ordered September 1st. Online class is 

available if your home has a computer or phone connection. High school 
will view Symbolon on Formed.org. with online only sessions. The four 
Confirmation Sessions will be IN PERSON with Year 1 meeting one week 
and Year 2 meeting the following week. Register and pick up your schedule 
today! Please send your questions to Margaret Stastny at 
MargaretS@basilicaofstjohn.org or 515-244-3101 ext. 220 

New ways to give to the Basilica of Saint John: Text-
To-Give phone number. With Text-To-Give you simply 
put in a dollar amount and send a text to the following: 
(515) 293-4810. Scan the following QR Code for a one-
time gift or setup an account.   

PLEASE NOTE: THE SECOND COLLECTION FOR THIS WEEKEND 

WILL BE FOR DERECHO & BEIRUT DISASTER RELIEF. Next 
weekend, September 5 & 6, there will be a second collection for the 
St. Vincent de Paul Society. Baskets marked “Second Collection” will be 
located at the front and back entrances inside the church. Please give as 
you are able. The SVDP collections for March & May were missed due to 
Covid-19! 

PLEASE NOTE: Labor Day is Monday, September 7th. 
There will be only one Mass at 12:00 noon. 

mailto:MargaretS@basilicaofstjohn.org















