God bless =1l mlhtary, first responders, health wtarkers, and
all those who can’t be with their families on Christmas'Day.

May the joy of our Savior’s birth be with you,
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The Catholic Community of Sts. James, Cornelius & Cyprian




MASS INTENTIONS VIEW LIVE MASS HERE:
WWW.SAINTSJCC.ORG

Want to aftend in person on the weekend?
Please register below:

Saturday, Dec. 19  4:.00 P.M. Howard Emey

Sunday, Dec. 20t 8:30 A.M.  David, Joseph, & Joanna Raciborski

10:30 A.M. For People of the Parish https://tinyurl.com/stsiccmass
T No computer?e
onaay, Dec. 21s Call the parish office to sign up!
Tuesday, Dec. 22nd N Mass P onee
Wed, Dec. 23 No Mass

Thursday, Dec. 24" 4:00 P.M.  Milfon & Marge Bergeon
7:00 P.M.  Joe Heeney (CC)
7:00 P.M.  For People of the Parish
10:00 P.M.  For People of the Parish

Friday, Dec. 25t 8:30 AM. ForPeople of the Parish (CC)
10:30 A.M.  For People of the Parish

Saturday, Dec. 26th . .
I B 4:00 P.M.  Sister Maureen Martin

Sunday, Dec. 27" g.35 A M. For People of the Parish Celebrate this Advent season with your parish
10:30 AM. ['\JAGC”.GOFSGd .Tnembers of the family! Music from The Vigil Project, reflections by
ullin Famity Fr. Dave Pivonka TOR, and a devotional compan-

**Please note that Father still does Mass intentions in a private Mass ion booklet are all part of the plan to help you
when no public Mass is held. celebrate these seasons in a deeper way. Bun-

dles are available in the parish office. Have a
Register early to altend Christmas Masses blessed Advent as we wait in joyful hope for the

coming of our Savior this Christmas!
We need you to register for which Mass you will be attending. As these

are our most attended Masses of the year, we are trying to prepare to
accommodate as many, as safe as possible. Registering early will help us
to prepare properly. Please help us to have a smooth welcome to

"RAYERS
FOR THI

Mass on these special days! > \ ICK 5)
q.h,_‘_cﬁ,‘,c
o h&u"‘/
Please register below:
https://tinyurl.com/stsiccmass
With the additional Christmas Masses, we need more helpers! Jeanne Angevine, Brigette Babin,
Greeters, Ushers, and Covid Clean Up! Jerry & Linda Baldwin, Lou Bartolacci,
We appreciate all those who are able to volunteer to help us have a Dorothy Burch, Doris Coolidge,
wonderful Mass experience. We couldn’t offer Mass in person without the Bieseen o Fetien, Flie & lee Tass
AMAZING Volunteers! ! !

Andrea Hartman, Donna Hancock,
Deacon Gordy & Caren Kilborn, Michael Meyers,
Gabrielle Mikelonis, Kari Olney, Jayden Rockwell

Arnulfo Rodriguez, Gloria Schultz,

David St Pierre, Ayden Weyer

Please contact the office to help with these Masses!

May the Angels welcome you to paradise...

Ellis Foss ~ 12/11
M@w[ﬂ;m]m;d Calvin Face ~ 12/11

Please email heather@saintsjcc.org
if you have a seriously ill relative or friend, prayer need,
or deceased to be added to our prayer list. Also please
email any updates needed to the current list.

N
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LITURGICAL LIFE

QUESTIONS OF THE WEEK

Today's reading from Second Samuel narrates the context in which God establishes his
covenantal promise to King David around the year 1000 B.C. In the birth of Jesus, God fulfills
his covenant with David. What does this teach us about the idea of “salvation history?”

Paul concludes his letter to the Romans with a hymn of praise to God for the long-awaited
revelation that all are saved and justified through faith in Christ. In what ways are you
praising God during this season of Advent?

Today's Gospel reading records the angel Gabriel's announcement to Mary of the upcoming
birth of Christ. Mary's acceptance of God's will for her life (“May it be done to me according
to your word.") models for all of us unconditional faith. How can we encourage others to
embrace such faith?
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GOSPEL MEDITATION
Encourage Deeper Understanding of Scripture

In Blaise Pascal's work, Pensees, he says: “What else does this craving, and this
helplessness, proclaim but that there was once in man a true happiness, of which

all that now remains is the empty print and trace? This he tries in vain to fill with
everything around him, seeking in things that are not there the help he cannot find in
those that are, though none can help, since this infinite abyss can be filled only with
an infinite and immutable object; in other words by God himself.”

We have a difficult time accepting that fulfillment and happiness are not achieved

by our own merits but through a relationship with God. We are hardwired for this
relationship and it is in our DNA. The simple fact is that we come from God and

are designed to return to God. If our beginning and our end define who we are,

why would we not want to seek the One who can truly satisfy? The world does not
realize that it is waiting. It is waiting for the birth of God in time, within one’s soul and
in eternity. We get so confused by seeking other momentary satisfactions that we
misinterpret the hunger within. We crave God.

The union of God and humanity, revealed in Jesus Christ, is precisely what sets us
on a straight path, orders our relationships, establishes proper focus and goals and
tells us whose kingdom we really are meant to serve. We are so lost. God is with us.
The prophet Nathan told this to King David, the angel said this to Mary and the birth
of Christ brings this Good News to us. We do not need to be busily looking for more
things but must learn to find contentment and blessing in the One Presence. This is
the beautiful simple message of Advent!

If you are feeling unsettled, anxious, angry, disgruntled, disconnected, unhappy,
worried, fearful, off center, becoming overly self-indulgent, unable to spend time
alone and without distraction, then there’s a good chance you are lost. Now is the
time to allow God to find you! Ponder the holy simplicity of Mary's call to be the
Mother of God. “Behold, | am the handmaid of the Lord. May it be done to me
according to your word.” When we are helpless and at home with our emptiness,
God will fill us, Our Savior has come,

READINGS FOR

THE WEEK OF
DECEMBER 20TH

FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT
2Sm 7:1-5, 8b-12, 143, 16
Ps 89:2-3, 4-5, 27, 29
Rom 16:25-27
Lk 1:26-38

Monday
Sg 2:8-14 or Zep 3:14-18a
Ps 33:2-3, 11-12, 20-21
Lk 1:39-45

Tuesday
1Sm 1:24-28
1Sm 2:1, 4-5, 6-7, 8abcd
Lk 1:46-56

Wednesday
Mal 3:1-4, 23-24
Ps 25:4-5ab, 8-9, 10 and 14
Lk 1:57-66

Thursday
2 Sm 7:1-5, 8b-12, 14a, 16
Ps 89:2-3, 4-5, 27 and 29
Lk 1:67-79

Vigil: Is 62:1-5
Ps 89:4-5, 16-17, 27, 29
Acts 13:16-17, 22-25
Mt 1:1-25 or Mt 1:18-25

Friday - Christmas
Night: Is 9:1-6
Ps 96:1-2, 2-3, 11-12, 13
Ti2:11-14
Lk 2:1-14
Dawn: Is 62:11-12
Ps97:1,6,11-12
Ti 3:4-7
Lk 2:15-20
Day: Is 52:7-10
Ps 98:1, 2-3, 3-4, 5-6
Heb 1:1-6
Jn 1:1-18 or Jn 1:1-5, 9-14

Saturday
Acts 6:8-10, Acts 7:54-59
Ps 31:3cd-4, 6 and 8ab, 16bc and 17
Mt 10:17-22

Sunday - Feast of the Holy Family
Sir 3:2-6, 12-14 or Gn 15:1-6, 21:1-3
Ps 128:1-2, 3, 4-5 or Ps 105:1-2, 3-4, 5-6, 8-9
Col 3:12-21 or Col 3:12-17 or Heb 11:8, 11-12, 17-19
Lk 2:22-40 or Lk 2:22, 39-40
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Knights of Columbus Corner
Upcoming Events for Mason Council

December 20 - 10:30 AM Corporate Communion.
December 20 - 6:00 PM Zoom Regular Meeting.

Annual Knights of Columbus State Raffle
The St. James Knights of Columbus Council 9182 will be selling Michigan
State Council raffle tickets. The raffle provides the funds for the numer-
ous charities the State Council supports. Tickets are $5.00 each. For
i g y each ticket that we sell, $1.00 comes back to our council & goes to
f%' :fg_...-gi,.-y _‘/pf;? DY e the St. James Knights of Columbus Scholarship Program. The drawing

will be April 15, 2021. If you would like to purchase a ficket, contact any
¥ E A R THE B I B L E Knights of Columbus member or contact Jay Jensen af 517-281-3698.
t BYOR to 84878 The Mason Council has some Keep Christ in Christmas items available
for purchase. Due to pandemic concerns, the order form is on the
Mason Knights of Columbus website masonknights.org/home & St.
ADVENT PROJECT 2020 James, Cornelius & Cyprian website. It is a PDF file, so you can fill it in &

forward to geroge .wygant@yahoo.com. He will fill your order & call you
tfo arrange deliver. Payment can be made by check or credit card.

More than 2,000 years ago, our Savior was born
with no place to lay his head but the mangerin a

primitive stable. » N Join the Mason Knights of Columbus until December 31st for FREE by go-
Today, there are thousands of Haitian families ing to kofc.org/joinus, & enter the password MCGIVNEY2020. Once you

who fragically face a similar fate. They must lay are a member, we will get you info our council.

their heads on dusty, dirty floors to sleep, with noth-

ing but sticks and mud walls to protect them from To learn more about Mason #9182 Knights of Columbus Council

extreme weather, vermin & the threats of the out-

i visit www.masonknights.org, or contact any council member at Church.
side world.

This Advent, celebrate the incarnation of Jesus
Christ and glorify his name by opening your heart
to these impoverished families. Our parish is part-
nering with Cross Catholic Outreach to provide
safe, durable homes for those who need help
most. Your compassion & generosity will provide
support for the Kobonal Haiti Mission as it blesses
families with both material & spiritual support.

Donations can be made online orin the offering.

“Letus ask the Lord for
the grace of being generous,
so that our hearts may be opened
and we may become kinder.”
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STEWARDSHIP

St. James, Cornelius & Cyprian

. . o . ]
100% charitable gifts on itemized taxes this year! Last Week’s Collections

Online Giving at December 13t $8,071.00
T : Last Year $13,550.21
https://stiamesmason.weshareonline.or
ps:/ /s of 58 EFTs, 59 envelopes from 793 registered households
or
By Mail To: Fiscal Year to Date (since July 1st) $242,025.72
St James, Cornelius & Cyprian Year to Date Last Year $269,460.09

1010 S Lansing St, Mason, MI 48554

Love God ~ Love People ~ Make Disciples Page 4 517-676-9111 www.saintsjcc.org

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com



THE JOURNEY

Advent comes along every year and will
continue to do so until Jesus returns.

As this season draws to a close, we can
each ask ourselves, "Am | now any better
a disciple of Jesus Christ and more of a
steward of all my gifts than before the
Advent season started?’ | have been on
this earth for 40+ years. | have had 40+
Advents to draw closer to God and to work
on taking more seriously my baptismal
call. Some have gone better than others,
but | would like to think my spiritual life
progressed at least a small amount during
each of them.

Conversion is a process. Stewardship
is about a way of living and it is about
more than simply being generous when

WHAT IS THE DIFFERENCE
BETWEEN APOSTLES
AND DISCIPLES?

When we look at the gospel accounts of the

life of Jesus, we see two special titles applied

to his followers: apostles and disciples. At first
glance, we might think that these two words are
interchangeable, but when we look at what each
one means, we quickly see that the
evangelists were using them very
specifically. When we look more
closely, we see that while Jesus
had many disciples, the group of
apostles was much more limited
and referred to Jesus’ closest
collaborators.

"ﬁoo

The word apostle essentially '}
means “one who is sent forth” or,

as we might think of it today, “an
ambassador.” The group of apostles
— sometimes called the Twelve —
included those twelve men who
formed Jesus' inner circle (see Mark
313-14; Luke 6:12-13). It was this group that received
the gift of the Holy Spirit and who were sent out by
Jesus with the special mission of forgiving sins on
that first Easter Sunday (see John 20:19-23). In time,
the Catholic Tradition also recognize Saint Paul

FOREVER
| WILL SING YOUR

PSALM o B8
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a situation calls for it. Stewardship and
conversion go hand-in-hand and we are
always moving closer to holiness in Jesus
Christ. Living in this way takes practice and
commitment. If this Advent didn't go as
you had hoped, remember is not really an
end. It is just another step along

your journey.

This Christmas, while you are giving and
receiving gifts and hopefully spending time
with those you love, may you take the time
to cherish the true gift that came to us over
2000 years ago and continues to call us to
this day: Jesus. Let us be grateful beyond
measure for this gift above all gifts, let us
continue on our journey, and let our lives
give testimony to the one who leads us.

—Tracy Earl Welliver, MTS

and Saint Barnabas as apostles, recognizing that
they also shared the mandate of going out in the
Lord’'s name to pray, to bless, and to preach. In 2016,
during the Jubilee of Mercy, Pope Francis raised the
liturgical celebration of Saint Mary Magdalene to
the rank of feast, recognizing that she also received
a special mandate to proclaim the good news of
Jesus' resurrection to the Eleven, becoming the
“apostle to the apostles.” In a particular way, the
bishops continue the mission of the
apostles in our own time.

When we think of the word disciple,
we see that it has a very different
meaning. Rather than referring to
those who were sent out to carry on
the mission of Jesus, disciple literally
means “student” or, more specially,

an “apprentice learner.” The task of
the disciple is to learn and integrate
into their lives the teachings, values,
and way of life of their master teacher.
Although a disciple might be called
on to explain or represent aspects of
their life, in light of the teachings they
receive from this master teacher, Christian discipleship
is ultimately about living our lives with faith and
integrity, guided by the life and mission of Jesus, our
Master Teacher. The call to discipleship is the common
vocation of all Christians.
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LIVE THE LITURGY

INSPIRATION FOR THE WEEK

Does the world realize that it is
waiting? As we go about all of the
busyness of our lives and entertain
our distractions, there are many holes
and gaps in our lives that need to be
filled. We are always wanting more,
but not really sure what that “more”
needs to be. Fulfillment, happiness,
contentment, and true satisfactions
are fleeting occurrences and often
come to us in illusive ways. What we
think is the ultimate fix to our anxious
emptiness really is only a fancy trend
that we entertain. The world does

not realize any more today than it did
over two thousand years ago that it is

waiting for a Savior. We need a Savior.
We need to see and embrace the

God who has broken into history and
become one with us. It is this union

of God and man that sets us on a
straight path, orders our relationships,
establishes proper focus and goals,
and tells us whose kingdom we really
are meant to serve. The world does
not know how truly lost it is. Do you

PLEASE CONSIDER ONLINE GIVING
Our parish is grateful for your continued support at
this time. Thank you!

W\ LR
\

realize how lost you are and that the
One you need most is here among us
and within your grasp?

4™ SUNDN oF ADVENT
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support
Local
Business.

Shop our Bulletin
Advertisers Today!

T e

SUPPORT OUR
LOCAL ADVERTISERS

Our advertisers need your help
during these difficult times!

Please show your support for

your parish by also supporting our
advertisers. We wouldn't be able to
bring you our bulletin every week
without them, and right now they
need your help more than ever. Please
encourage and remind others to show
their support and shop local during
these hard times!

And the angel said to her
in reply, “The Holy Spirit
will come upon you, and
the power of the Most
High will overshadow
you. Therefore the child
to be born will be called

holy, the Son of God.”

PARISH DIRECTORY

The Catholic Community of Sts. James, Cornelius & Cyprian
1010 S. Lansing St. Mason, Ml 48854
517.676.9111
www.saintsjcc.org
Office Hours:

Monday-Thursday: 8:00 - 4:00
Friday: 8:00 - 12:00

Parish Staff

Pastor Rev. Fr. Kusitino Cobona  kusi@saintsjcc.org Rectory 517.676.1159

Emergencies only 517.775.0302
Senior Priest-in-Residence Fr. Jim Shaver

Deacon Chuong Nguyen
Deacon Al Turkovich 517.388.0017

Deacon Tom Feiten (Senior status) 517.676.9690
Business Manager Bonnie Sweet 517.851.2455

chuong@saintsjcc.org
DeaconAlturk@gmail.com
tomfeiten@gmail.com
bonnie@saintsjcc.org
Evangelization & Outreach Heather Dunivon 616.366.5363  heather@saintsjcc.org
Dir. of Music & Liturgy Anfoinette LaCinski 517.414.0679  anfoinette@saintsjcc.org
Dir. of Faith Formation Maureen Stockwell maureen@saintsjcc.org
Youth Minister Nicole Retz nicole@saintsjcc.org
gina@saintsjcc.org

michael@saintsjcc.org

Administrative Assistant Gina Orlando
Maintenance Michael Offenbacher

Parish Leadership Teams
Senior Leadership Team
Fr Kusitino Cobona
Gary Smith
Heather Dunivon

kusi@saintsjcc.org
gary.l.smithO1@gmail.com
heather@saintsjcc.org
Jim Marshall jamnmarshall@sbcglobal.net
George Wygant george.wygant@yahoo.com
Parish Councils & Commission Chairs
Pastoral Council: Pete Barnum 517.930.6282
Finance Council: Gary Smith 248.296.4856

Education Commission: Maureen Stockwell

barnumpe@gmail.com
gary.l.smithO1@gmail.com
maureen@saintsjcc.org
Evangelization Commission: Kim Smith kim.m.smithO1@gmail.com
Christian Services Commission: Bonnie Gurzenda bonniegurz@gmail.com
Parish Life Commission: Chris Harrison harhay2579@gmail.com
517.449.0999

fow1962@frontier.com

-International Outreach Sue Powers
-Knights of Columbus (CC) Grand Knight Fred Wilson

-Knights of Columbus (SJ) Grand Knight Tom Shaver shaaverl71@yahoo.com

-Knights Angels President Teresa James-Bates 517.980.4167
-St. James Women'’s Club President Chris Harrison 517.290.5525
-Sts. CC Ladies President Anne Rowse 517.851.7588

Spiritual Directors

Carol Demshuk 517.881.8461 cdemshuk@gmail.com
Bonnie Gurzenda 517.285.6456 bonniegurz@gmail.com
Jim Marshall 517.694.7331 jamnmarshall@sbcglobal.net
Rose Robertson 517.676.5513 roseroberts@yahoo.com

Bulletin Deadline—Monday NOON , Email preferred
Please email: heather@saintsicc.org
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View Our Parish Supporters at www.DiscoverMass.com
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FRATERNITY
Family of the Month:

PATRIOTISM

MASON HOLT Dré :;r; galfirlcsa
340 S CEDAR 1960 CEDAR | ypisht of the Month:
Jason McMahon
676-4900 694-3575 Membership: 517-285-9338

masonknights.org

®

AL American Foop
MASON A&W

Jeff & Linda Haueter
Parishioners
628 N Cedar
676-4344

ALWAYS Office Hours
Accepting By Appt.
New Patients

TIMOTHY ]. ZIELINSKI, D.D.S.
SEAN ZIELINSKI, D.D.S.
640 W. Ash St. Mason
517-676-3711
Same day emergencies seen
www.zielinskidental.com

€ & Cue’s

Cleaners and Tailor
ALTERATIONS

244-1006
306 KIPP ROAD

2130 N Aurelius Rd.
HOLT

Your

E-mail: emurawski@hotmail.com kS

Murawski's Accounting Service, Inc.

Monthly Accounting
Weekly Payrolls « Budgeting

wy
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g~

517 694-7085

Adado Sales & Service

Tires « Trailers « Service

www.adadosales.com
(517) 676-9311

Family Fun Center!
801 N Cedar St.

(_%APEIN EN
Dentistry. PC

ACCEPTING
NEW PATIENTS!

6'76-2476 517-676-5900
www.citylimitsmason.com H&SASSSISDQI} iggﬂoo
@) JAZZERCISE |swAaBs s
M & W 5:45pm COLL ON :
Country Creek Reception Hall PROFESSIONAL »

Th5
st Presbyterlan Chu':ch of Holt
Sandy * 285-0066

215 South Cedar Street
Mason, MI 48854

COLLISION REPAIR <

517-676-5888

jazzercise.com

COLT’S & FILLY’S
r% CHILD CARE

Children 2 Weeks and Older
Weekly Curriculum with Daily Activities

517-244-0814

Rebecca Trimmer
Owner/Director
Parishioner
Mon.-Fri. 7 am-6 pm
Full & Part Time
DHS Accepted

3700 Harper Rd.

Bob & Beverly Adado
Owners

495 N. Cedar St.
Mason, Ml 48854

David W. Golder, DDS

FAMILY DENTISTRY
609 W South Street
Mason, M1
517.676.9566
517.676.0318 fax
Office Hours by Appointment

John W. Mitchell 11
Owner, Director, Mgr.

Michael D. Mitchell
Owner, Director

@aﬁkey

jﬂﬂtttbell

Traditional Services
Pre-Arranged Accounts
Cremation Services
Monuments and Markers

www.mitchellfuneral.com

Stockbridge, Michigan FUNERAL HOME 517.851.7755
Danief Kriﬁs, D.C SHERIDAN =73
Leslie Chiropractic Center ) REALTY & AUCTION CO. =
522 W, Bellvue 517-589-5610

Mason Chiropractic Center
4155, Jefferson (acrass from Keans) 517-676-9951

All Visits By Appointment

=

Here for ALL your

Heating & Cooling, Inc.

Abbotr & =
1: 'r'"fj'rulr,"r

Honest, Competitive, Solid Protection-Individuals & Businesses
Local: 517-851-7777 Toll Free 800-243-6296: Stockbridge, M1
Online Quotes at: www.InsuranceMichigan.com
Medical Insurance: www.MedicallnsuranceHub.com

ance!

S
Insur nce 194

Dave’s Place
Pizza * Subs * Soups * Salads
Mon-Sat 9AM - 10PM (closed Sunday)
Take Out Available
517-589-8239 or 517-589-8320

real estate needs. Improving lives one degree at a time
517-676-9800 www.northwindsusa.com ¢~ 351-6171
sheridanauctionservice.com 2861 W. JOLLY RD. * OKEMOS Parishioner
Vickers Leslie Funeral
Home
(517) 878-6600
g v l INC
Vickers Springport FUPL SER CE
Funeral Home PIP | " 06
(517) 857-4848 . '2
Darin R, Vi
O:Z,Z,q/{@,lecffﬁ www.swanfuel.com | 1615 E.Mason St.

Glen 1. Smith

Location Manager

Cell: 517-420-4997
glensmith54@gmail.com

P

WATKINS BROTHERS

FUNERAL HOMES

"

Cremation » Granite Memorials *Advanced Funeral Planning

. ROU S E Est. 1946

208 S. Main St.
AGENCY

Leslie, MI. [
49251-0455 |k

Auto. Home. Business. Life.
Rouseinsurance.net

(517) 589-5313

W Gregory J. Jenca

Sales & Leasing Professional

(517) 827.5027
Cell: (517) 331-7300
gjenca@hankgraff.com

1748 W. Grand River Ave
Okemos

w.graffokemosgm.com

Mason
< Big
4
‘e Boy
Join us after Mass
676-4401

REDIT UNION

SUELLAR SERVICE

[FEWIER FEES
AVESENMIE RATES
IT'S HARD TO HIDE

S URER!

517.784.7101 = CPFEDERAL.COM
*Membershi hip st sbject t to el igibilit
guidelines. Federally insured NCUA,

Y\ EIFEI?}

CONTRACTORS
Heating « Cooling « Plumbing
Commercial - Residential
517-484-9944

www.theifert.com

[

/\ Noud & Noud,PLC

Attorneys at Law

com (517) 676-6010

© 2020 DIOCESAN

£291-£8£-008-1 1vD uonewloyu| buisiyeapy 404 « NYSTOOIA

¥

ssauisng/Woo'uesasold e auljuQ

e B2 @9 VSIA

8ELL



