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From starry skies descending,
You come to us, Heavenly King,
A manger low your bed,

In winter’s icy sting.

O little one, O divine One!
Shuddering, trembling in the cold!
Great God, you love all!
What suffering you did bear,
That we might hear your call!

St. Alphonsus Liguori, our parish patron, wrote this hymn around 1732. It speaks of
the love of God for us and the gift of Jesus, descending from the stars to dwell among
you and me. This is the love of Jesus who becomes human to redeem us. I love this
hymn because the poetry of our saint helps to express the depth of God’s love and
our experience and response to it.

The Christmas gospel relates the anxiety of the holy night, a search for shelter and a
place for a Child’s birth. Mary and Joseph mirror the experience of many humans
searching for shelter and security as they migrate from home to home. As they
wonder about the welcome they may receive, imagine their joy when they hear
welcoming words or receive a hot meal. Mary and Joseph depended on the goodness
of strangers to help them: Welcome, to a place and food; Welcome, to companionship
and help as your baby arrives; Welcome, to a world poor and hopeful; Welcome, to a
people who have longed to see this night.

We, the Redemptorists and parish team of St. Alphonsus, pray for you and your
tamilies. We pray for our health and happiness, especially in this difficult time. We
join you in celebrating the greatest mystery of God’s love in Jesus, Emmanuel, God
with us.

A Blessed Christmas,

Fr. John K. Schmidt, CSsR,
Pastor, St. Alphonsus Catholic Church,
The Redemptorists and Parish Team
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true God from true God,

begotten, not made, consubstantial
with the Father;

through him all things were made.
For us men and for our salvation
he came down from heaven,

(all kneel/bow as able)
and by the Holy Spirit
was incarnate of the Virgin Mary,
and became man.

(all stand upright as able)

For our sake he was crucified

under Pontius Pilate, he suffered death

and was buried, and rose again on the third day
in accordance with the Scriptures.

He ascended into heaven

and is seated at the right hand of the Father.

He will come again in glory to judge the living
and the dead and his kingdom will have no end.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord,
the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father
and the Son, who with the Father and the Son is
adored and glorified, who has spoken through
the prophets.

I believe in one, holy, catholic and apostolic Church.
I confess one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins
and I look forward to the resurrection of the
dead and the life of the world to come. Amen
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The singing of the Marian Antiphon Salve, Regina
(Hail, Holy Queen) following communion is a long-
standing Redemptorist tradition. We return to this
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SALVE REGINA Hail, Holy Queen Glo - - - ri-a inexcelsis De-o,

Salve, Regina, mater misericordiae:
Vita, dulcédo et spes nostra salve.
Ad te clamamus, éxsules filii Hevae.
Ad te suspirdamus, geméntes et flentes
in hac lacrimdarum valle.

Eia ergo, advocdta nostra,

illos tuos misericordes dculos

ad nos convérte.

Et Jesum, benedictum fructum ventris tui,
nobis post hoc exsilium osténde.

O clemens, O pia, O dulcis

Virgo Maria.
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fit us for heav-en to live with you there.

Merry Christmas to all!

jFeliz Navidad a todos!

Ekeresimesi Oma!

Joyeux Noél a tous!

Krismasi Njema kwa wote!

Feliz Natal a todos!

Chilc Mung Gidng Sinh dén tit

cda quy ong ba va anh chi em!

Maligayang Pasko sa lahat!

LITURGY ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS OnelLicense A-726511

e Ho
. &90‘:\@ Churf],)e" O
Q'? &Gﬁ\“ 00 ‘g
o & —
Sz L\ 3
5\ 5
“a %’l "
S P &
2.




