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EASTER SUNDAY  +  April 12, 2020
FIRST READING—Acts 10:34A, 37-43

Peter proceeded to speak and said: “You know what has happened all over Judea,

beginning in Galilee after the baptism that John preached, how God anointed Jesus of 

Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and power. He went about doing good and healing all those 

oppressed by the devil, for God was with him. We are witnesses of all that he did both 

in the country of the Jews and in Jerusalem. They put him to death by hanging him on a 

tree. This man God raised on the third day and granted that he be visible, not to all the 

people, but to us, the witnesses chosen by God in advance, who ate and drank with him 

after he rose from the dead. He commissioned us to preach to the people and testify 

that he is the one appointed by God as judge of the living and the dead. To him all the 

prophets bear witness, that everyone who believes in him will receive forgiveness of sins 

through his name.”

RESPONSORIAL—Psalm 118:1-2, 16-17, 22-23

Response: This is the day the Lord has made; let us rejoice and be glad.

Give thanks to the LORD, for he is good, for his mercy endures forever. Let the house of 

Israel say, “His mercy endures forever.” (R)

“The right hand of the LORD has struck with power; the right hand of the LORD is exalted.

I shall not die, but live, and declare the works of the LORD.” (R)

The stone which the builders rejected has become the cornerstone. By the LORD has this 

been done; it is wonderful in our eyes. (R)

SECOND READING—I Corinthians 5:6B-8

Brothers and sisters: 

Do you not know that a little yeast leavens all the dough? Clear out the old yeast, so 

that you may become a fresh batch of dough, inasmuch as you are unleavened. For our 

paschal lamb, Christ, has been sacrificed. Therefore, let us celebrate the feast, not with the 

old yeast, the yeast of malice and wickedness, but with the unleavened bread of sincerity 

and truth.
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GOSPEL—John 20:1-9

On the first day of the week, Mary of Magdala came to the tomb early in the morning,

while it was still dark, and saw the stone removed from the tomb. So she ran and went to 

Simon Peter and to the other disciple whom Jesus loved, and told them, “They have taken 

the Lord from the tomb, and we don’t know where they put him.” So Peter and the other 

disciple went out and came to the tomb. They both ran, but the other disciple ran faster 

than Peter and arrived at the tomb first; he bent down and saw the burial cloths there, but 

did not go in. When Simon Peter arrived after him, he went into the tomb and saw the 

burial cloths there, and the cloth that had covered his head, not with the burial cloths but 

rolled up in a separate place. Then the other disciple also went in, the one who had arrived 

at the tomb first, and he saw and believed. For they did not yet understand the Scripture

that he had to rise from the dead.



A MESSAGE FROM FATHER JAY

P
ag

e Four  |  E
V

A
N

G
E

LIO
N

 • Sund
ay, A

p
ril 12, 2020 • g

reatg
roup

ing
.org

   irst came ashes. Then came Fish Fries. Then 
  Lenten liturgies…Then came Corona Time!

Even Easter—the greatest day of the history 
of the world and of our Church—is apparently 
affected by Corona Time. Is it possible to 
celebrate Easter without the big family 
brunches, without the typical flowers and yes, 
without bunches of kids finding bundles of 
chocolate eggs?

Well, the First Easter was a lot like this Easter! 
The first followers of Christ were sheltering-
in, locked up seemingly like us, only able to 
go out (as I imagine Doubting Thomas did) 
for the bare necessities. The feeling of being 
locked up is the feeling of humanity without 
Jesus’ Resurrection... Loneliness coupled 
with hopelessness settles in when despair 
is accepted, as the disciples did without 
the Savior’s Resurrection... The darkness of 
a deadly virus that kills in suffocating ways 
is like our souls without the life of Christ’s 
Resurrection. 

COVID-19 supplies us a metaphor for the 
devil’s tactics like Darth Vader supplies the 
breath of the Dark Side in Star Wars. We are at 
war against a virus, but more importantly the 
devil is at war with us. Imagine if we continued 
to proceed and ignore the Coronavirus: Gather 
in groupings like always; show up to our 
crowded schools; attend populated events. 
The dark side of the devil works best when we 
doubt his presence. Perhaps he deceives us so 
he can manipulate us into thinking it’s all right 
to fall into a type of COVID-666 way of sin. 

The Church presents Peter preaching his first 
homily weeks after the Resurrection: “Jesus 
went about doing good and healing all those 
oppressed by the devil…They put (Jesus) to 
death by hanging him on a tree. This man 
God raised on the third day and granted that 
he be visible, not to all the people, but to us, 
the witnesses chosen by God in advance, who 
ate and drank with him after he rose from the 
dead. He commissioned us to preach to the 
people and testify that he is the one appointed 
by God as judge of the living and the dead.”

Christ was not visible to all, but he cured those 
sick with the mortal disease of devilish sin. 
Christ was not seen by all but he conquered 
death by his resurrection. Christ was witnessed 
by the chosen who ate and drank with him so 
that the chosen would witness to the world. 
Nearly everyone this year will not be able to 
see, taste, touch, feel and hear the sounds 
of a Resurrection Mass except through a 
digital platform. But can God be limited by a 
virus? Can Jesus’ Resurrection be diluted by 
a COVID-19? Can the unleashing of the very 
source of life have to obey the suppression 
laws of the Coronavirus? 

Easter can be celebrated and is celebrated and 
should be celebrated because the greatest cure 
for humanity, the most powerful source of joy 
and the most fruitful human activity is receiving 
the Resurrected Lord into our hearts this 
Easter! Open your eyes and visualize Him! 
Clear out your ears and listen to his voice! 
Breathe in and smell the aroma of Christ! 
Feel the embrace of Jesus! And savor the 
divine love of Christ! We can do all of this just 
like the first Apostles did locked up in a room.

On behalf of our Padres, Deacons, Staff and 
Leadership Councils Happy Easter. We pray 
for you and will continue to do all we can to 
adore our Lord! For He is truly Here in our 
Great Parish Grouping churches, and yes, our 
homes. Never will we forget 2020 Easter for 
the extraordinary world-wide crisis. But also 
let us allow Jesus to rise in the dark corners of 
our crisis and unleash the light of his Easter-
hope that this virus will not have the final word 
because this reality story ends happily and 
holier ever after in Heaven. AMEN!

the
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on display at each church in the Great Grouping

At Good Samaritan
7th & Glenwood doors

At St. John the Baptist
Linmore Street doors

At Saints John & Paul
Upper Cardinal DiNardo

Center doors

At Our Lady of Peace
3rd Avenue doors
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foodfood  pantrypantry
HELP THOSE IN NEED!

THERE ARE DROP-OFF LOCATIONS AT
ALL FOUR GREAT GROUPING CHURCHES

Questions? Call (724) 266-6565

IF YOU ARE IN NEED OF FOOD, CALL
GOOD SAMARITAN AT (724) 266-6565

TO SCHEDULE A PICKUP TIME



       e are all in shock over the present 
unexpected situation. None of us could ever 
have dreamed that attending Holy Mass and 
receiving Holy Communion would become 
DANGEROUS overnight. And yet, here 
we are watching another Sunday Mass on 
television or online. 

This isn’t the first time in history that Catholics 
were unable to safely attend Holy Mass. From 
his isolated cabin in the middle of the forest, 
hiding from the Gestapo during World War 
II, Blessed Michael Sopocko, (Sr. Faustina’s 
spiritual director) wrote the following words, 
which are quite relevant to us today: 

“At present, many people are deprived of 
Holy Communion […] Still, they can enjoy the 
blissful effects [of Sacramental Communion] 
by receiving Spiritual Communion. Spiritual 
Communion is an ardent desire to receive 
the Lord Jesus which stems from the love 
filling one’s heart. This Communion of 
desire is extremely beneficial for the soul, 
because it inspires an attraction to the things 
of God and to living a more perfect life; 
it gives strength for practicing virtue; and 
sometimes it even brings more benefits than 
a Sacramental Communion received with 
less love. It has another advantage: it can be 
received even several times a day and at any 
time of the day or night, in any place, not 
only in a church or chapel, but also at home 
during chores, but particularly during visits to 
the Blessed Sacrament.”

Let’s take heart, then, remembering that when 
we take seriously the practice of Spiritual 
Communion, so does Our Lord! He can’t wait 
for us to invite Him in! Let us do so often and 
with great love. May Spiritual Communion 
become a significant part of our daily prayer 
routine as we try to draw close to the Lord as 
often as possible.

W

‘

SISTER ROSE WALATKA, ZSJM
Adult Evangelization and Discipleship
srrose@greatgrouping.org
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1) In the given moment we focus on/place 
ourselves spiritually before a tabernacle or 
monstrance containing the Blessed Sacrament.

2) We raise up to God acts of faith, hope, love, 
contrition, worship and desire.

3) We imagine that a priest is giving us the 
Blessed Sacrament.

4) We receive spiritually with great humility and 
reverence and with a trustful love, and afterward 
we spend time in thanksgiving—the same as after 
a Sacramental Communion.

according to blessed michael sopocko, we
can receive spiritual communion as follows:

‘
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  ’ve often heard people who leave the 
Catholic Church rave about this great practice 
they discovered at another church: tithing. 
I think it’s funny, perhaps in a tragic way, 
because we have the same spiritual practice 
in the Catholic Church. We call it stewardship. 
Unfortunately everyone—me included—gets 
uncomfortable when we hear it’s time for the 
stewardship campaign. That’s probably part 
of why we miss out on this great practice.

I love supporting my parish. I don’t just do 
it because I’m supposed to. I do it because 
I want to support the Church’s efforts to 
bring Jesus Christ to my community. Even if 
my parish doesn’t do everything perfectly, 
my parish is the primary place where I meet 
God. Even now, when we don’t have public 
Mass or sacraments, I am blessed by my 
parish’s efforts to help us all get through this 
pandemic. That’s why I give.

I also support my parish because I want to 
be a generous person. My life is better than 
I deserve, but I’m often not grateful enough 
for what I do have. Giving is an expression 
of gratitude, and gratitude leads to greater 
love. I want to love the Lord more. That’s why 
I give.

Lastly, I give to my parish to set an example 
for my kids. I want them to value the Church 
and to be generous. Giving is a way to show 
my kids what is important to our family. We 
put our money where our mouth is. That’s 
why I give.

We’re all worried about our job security right 
now. So am I. But I hope we all can still see 
the value in supporting our parish in whatever 
way we can and in whatever amount we 
are able. Let’s support our parish. Let’s be 
generous. Let’s put our money where our 
mouth is. All for the love of the Lord.

For
ONLINE 
GIVING

visit
greatgrouping.org

Questions?
Contact:

Eileen Karshin
Finance Director
(724) 266-6565 or
ekarshin@
greatgrouping.org

I
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this week we remember

readings

Monday, april 13
ACTS 2:14, 22-33/MT 28:8-15

tuesday, april 14
ACTS 2:36-41/JN 20:11-18

wednesday, april 15
ACTS 3:1-10/LK 24:13-35

thursday, april 16
ACTS 3:11-26/LK 24:35-48

friday, april 17
ACTS 4:1-12/JN 21:1-14

saturday, april 18 
ACTS 4:13-21/MK 16:9-15

sunday, april 19
DIVINE MERCY SUNDAY
ACTS 2:42-47, 37-43/1 PT 1:3-9/JN 20:19-31

mass intentions 
Our clergy team will be celebrating a private 
Mass daily and will include all scheduled 
Mass Intentions at their private Masses. 

Barb Sulkowski (Grandchildren)

Derochis Family (John Derochis)

Barb Sulkowski (David Prusick)

Dolores Brockett (Karen & Chuck Malone) 

Joseph & Josephine Gorgacz (Mary                          
                                                         Kunsman)

Tille & Ed Neville 64th Wedding Anniversay  
                                                (Neville Family)

Bernard Grzegorek (Wife & Daughters)

In Honor of St. John Paul II (George Rozman)

Jean O’Connor (Patty)

Mike Farah (Kasper Family)

Michael Kubek (John Wargo)

memorial contributions

In Memory of Catherine “Kay” Aloi
 by Samuel Georgiana

our gifts to god

Good Samaritan

Weekly Offering—$4,092
Online Giving— $1,618
Parish Share to Date—   

$39,707

St. John the Baptist

Weekly Offering—$1,224

    Parish Share to Date—

$27,134

Our Lady of Peace

Weekly Offertory—$2,352
Online Giving—$723

Parish Share to Date—    
$57,374

saints john & Paul

Weekly Offertory—$6,340 

CCHD—$855

Parish Share—$495

For the weekend of March 29Bread and Wine
(GS) In Memory of Gene Harrison 

by Wife, Judy & Family

Blessed Mother Shrine Candle
(GS) In Memory of Angelina & Leo Genovese   

by Jean DiMarzio

Sanctuary Candle
(GS) In Memory of Gene Harrison

by Wife, Judy & Family

(SJ) In Memory of Stephen Zalenski
by Wife, Rita
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Contact Sue Novosel to place an ad today! 
snovosel@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6318 

FASMO Automotive
Service & Towing LLC

1401 Duss Ave., Ambridge, PA

Michael Savka
owner

724.266.8100
fasmoauto1@gmail.com

 CAREGIVER SUPPORT PROGRAM 
 FOCUS ON THE CAREGIVER

For Caregivers of older adults &
Grandparents raising grandchildren
Complete an assessment, financial verification, 
and a care manager will create a care plan that 
may include benefits counseling, caregiver 
training and emotional support. 

 Beaver County Office on Aging
Call Teresa 724-847-2262 CSP@bcoa.us

Reimbursement for:
• Respite care

• Qualified caregiving
 expenses

• Home modification or 
 assistive devices

• Child enrichment programs

• Referral to Support Groups

	 “Advocate	for	those	who	can’t,	support	those	who	can,	and	ensure	all
	 long-term	care	consumers	live	with	dignity	and	respect.	“

 Long-term Care Ombudsman
 Join our team and become a volunteer Ombudsman

Staff and volunteer Ombudsmen make visits to nursing 
& personal care homes, investigate complaints about quality 

of care and offer assistance to resolve problems to the 
satisfaction of the resident.

Need help? Call the Ombudsman hotline 724-480-8589
BEAVER COUNTY OFFICE ON AGING OMBUDSMAN PROGRAM

1020 8TH AVE BEAVER FALLS, PA 15010

call teresa 724-847-2262 or email OMBUDSMAN@BCOA.US
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Schweikert Greenhouse
320 Wallrose Heights Road • Baden

$4 OFF PURCHASE OF $30
www.schweikertgreenhouse.com

724-561-3191 or 724-630-1316

 3-D-4-3  For ad info. call 1-800-477-4574 • www.4lpi.com                                                                14-1441

TRAVEL JUNCTION
Travel Agency

192 Ohio River Blvd., Ambridge

Off: (724) 266-5715
www.traveljunctioninc.com
 (724) 869-9500 • Complete Auto Service
 • Towing
 • Equipment • Fuels

 201 Eleventh Street  Chester Cercone, Manager
 Conway, PA 15027  www.cerconesales.com

Ambridge Area Veterinary Clinic 
Roy J. Pensenstadler, V.M.D. 

724-266-6100 • Office Hours by Appointment
2450 Ridge Road Ext. & Zehnder Rd., Ambridge, PA 15003 

John Syka Funeral Home
833 Kennedy Drive, Ambridge
John C. Syka, Supervisor

David J. Syka, 3rd Generation

724-266-2150
Family owned since 1951

Herb Bloxson, Owner

724-869-3800 • 724-869-2651

24-HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE

201 State Street, Baden • 724-770-0950
serving the community for over 38 years

When your family 
is faced with 

a disaster, call on 
our family to 
help you out.

Fox’s Pizza Den
1204 Merchant St.

Ambridge, PA 15003

(724) 266-3630

Law Offices of

aylor & Alsko

Robert J. Taylor & Rob Alsko
 337 Merchant St. • Ambridge, PA 15003

(724) 266-2370
rjt52@hotmail.com

Pietroboni
Mechanical, Inc.
Heating • Air Conditioning
1411 Merchant Street • PA# 003396

724-266-2100 • PMI2100.com

RINGEL’S CERAMICS
Parishioner

GREENWARE, BISQUE
FINISHED PRODUCTS, CLASSES

724-266-1993
ringelceramics@comcast.net

Helen Ringel - Owner
549 MERCHANT STREET, AMBRIDGE

K
REGISTERED 
MASTER PLUMBER 
FULLY INSURED

724-622-4145

PARISHIONER

HOW “KAN” 
I HELP YOU?

Jessica Madden Briggs
ATTORNEY AT LAW

1527 Duss Ave., Ambridge, PA 15003
724-266-5500

Wills • Powers of Attorney 
Long Term Care Planning • Guardianships

Estate Administration 

10% off
all regular menu priced items

with this coupon only. Only 

good at  Leetsdale Pizza Joe’s

PJ69

Bradley S. Dornish | Parishioner
BDornish@Dornish.net

A law firm handling business and real estate contracts and 
lawsuits, wills and estates. Free consults available by phone or in 
our convenient new Wexford office. PA licensed title insurance 

agency and real estate closing company.

412-765-2726 | info@dornish.net | www.dornish.net

 
2500 Brooktree Rd. Suite 301 | Wexford, PA 15090

ECONOMY
PLUMBING AND HEATING COMPANY, INC.
AIR CONDITIONING INSTALLATION AND SERVICE

HOT WATER & STEAM HEATING
PLUMBING & HEATING REPAIRS & REPLACEMENT 

AND SUPPLIES, HARDWARE
Charles W. Lindauere & Mark J. Lindauere, Owners

407 State St., Baden, PA | Mon-Fri 8-5 • Sat 8-1
724-869-9310

Receive a FREE Vacuum & FREE 
Window/Dash towel with every Tunnel Wash!

283 Johnson Ave • Baden (Behind McDonalds)

No Better Value in beaver county!!

Join our Unlimited 
Car Wash Club or 

Bronze, Gold, Platinum 
Wash Books!

 T. ROSINSKY
 ROOFING

A U.S. VETERAN OWNED ROOFING COMPANY
Specializing in complete roof replacement
Locally Owned & Operated 
CALL 724-630-3207

PA#045294

NO MONEY DOWN 
F R E E EST I M AT ES

Now Serving our Members in 2 Locations:
 2000 Main Street, Aliquippa, PA 15001 384 State Street, Baden, PA 15005
 724-375-0488 724-869-3500



beaver valley
good samaritan 

st. john the baptist
our lady of peace

(724) 266-6565

franklin park
saints john & paul

(724) 935-2104How is God working in your life?
greatgrouping.org/share

the week ahead

9:00 AM Good Samaritan
9:00 AM Saints John & Paul (Grotto)

7:00 AM Saints John & Paul (Grotto)
5:30 PM CONFESSION at Good Samaritan
6:30 PM Good Samaritan

9:00 AM Saint John the Baptist
9:00 AM Saints John & Paul (Grotto)

7:00 AM Saints John & Paul (Grotto)
9:00 AM Our Lady of Peace
6:00 PM CONFESSION at Saints John & Paul (Grotto)

9:00 AM St. John the Baptist
9:00 AM Saints John & Paul (Grotto)
1st Friday 6:30 PM Saints John & Paul (Grotto)

9:00 AM Our Lady of Peace
3:00 PM CONFESSION at Our Lady of Peace
4:00 PM Vigil Mass at Our Lady of Peace
4:00 PM CONFESSION at Good Samaritan
5:00 PM Vigil Mass at Good Samaritan
4:00 PM CONFESSION at Saints John & Paul (Church)
5:00 PM Vigil Mass at Saints John & Paul (Church)

7:30 AM Saints John & Paul (Church)
8:00 AM St. John the Baptist
9:00 AM CONFESSION at St. John the Baptist
9:00 AM Our Lady of Peace
9:00 AM Saints John & Paul (Church)
10:00 AM Saint John the Baptist
11:00 AM Good Samaritan
11:00 AM Saints John & Paul (Church)
6:00 PM 1st Sunday Spanish Mass at Saints John & Paul (Grotto)

For Maronite Mass times, check greatgrouping.org
For Holy Day & Holiday times, please see Week Ahead

help lines

24 Hour Child Abuse Hotline
1-800-932-0313

Crisis Pregnancy Option Line
1-800-395-4357

Post-Abortion Healing/Project Rachel
(412) 456-3167

Pittsburgh Diocese Victim Assistance
1-888-808-1235

Crisis Management Services
1-888-796-8226

eucharistic adoration
As Catholics, we believe that Christ becomes truly present within the Blessed 
Sacrament.  As promised by Him, His Presence is abiding, not something that 
vanishes at the conclusion of Mass. During Eucharistic Adoration, we can sit 
silently in His Presence and open ourselves to His Graces.

MONDAY–FRIDAY from 8:00 AM–8:00 PM at Our Lady of Peace
PERPETUALLY at Saints John & Paul, in the Grotto Chapel
Please see Week Ahead Calendar for Holiday Schedule.

M

T

W

F

S

Th

Su

       regular mass & confession times

Father Jay Donahue, Administrator—(412) 697-5876 | seefrjay@gmail.com
Father John Batykefer, Sr. Parochial Vicar—(724) 470-6689 | frjjb317@gmail.com

Father Michael Roche, Parochial Vicar—fatherroche@gmail.com
Father Joe Carr, Parish Chaplain—(412) 867-8673 | frjoecarr@me.com

Father Antoine Kairouz, Maronite Priest-in-residence
Deacon Anthony Giordano, Deacon James Olson, Deacon Tom Boucek

greatgrouping.org/share

marketing@greatgrouping.org

ORSHARE
your

story!

PUBLIC MASS
& ADORATION 

ARE 
SUSPENDED 

UNTIL 
FURTHER 
NOTICE

ALL SCHEDULED EVENTS
HAVE BEEN POSTPONED UNTIL 

FURTHER NOTICE
ALL CHURCHES ARE LOCKED 
UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE, BUT 
PLEASE KNOW THAT ALL FOUR 
CHURCHES OF THE GREAT 
GROUPING WILL CONTINUE TO 
HAVE THE TABERNACLE WITH 
JESUS INSIDE. PLEASE STOP 
BY AND VISIT FROM OUTSIDE, 
AND PRAY FOR AN END TO THE 
CORONAVIRUS.

Tabernacle will be visible:
Saints John & Paul—Upper doors of 

Cardinal DiNardo Center

Good Samaritan—7th & Glenwood doors

St. John the Baptist—Linmore St. doors

Our Lady of Peace—3rd Ave. doors


