
St. Catherine of Siena Roman Catholic Church 
 

ALL ARE WELCOMED TO OUR PARISH! 

We are so pleased that you chose to celebrate with us this weekend. We warmly 
invite you to active participation in our liturgical celebration. Please feel free to 
approach one of our Ministers of Hospitality if you are in need of any assistance. No 
matter what your present status in the Catholic Church, your current family or 
marital situation, your past or present religious affiliation; no matter what your 
personal history, age, background, sexual orientation, gender, race, or color; no 
matter what your self-image or self-esteem: YOU are invited, welcomed, accepted, 
loved, and respected at St. Catherine of Siena Church in Ithaca, New York. 

PARISH MISSION STATEMENT 

St. Catherine of Siena Church is a Tompkins County Living Wage Employer 

FIRST WEEK OF ADVENT 
 

Advent is designed to prepare us for the second coming of Christ—not to prepare us to welcome a little baby, but to allow the 
fullness of Christ to take up His dwelling within us. How do we do that? How do we prepare ourselves for that? The Liturgy 
Committee was particularly taken with the image of the manger. The manger was the vessel that received the infant Christ, 
and we are the vessels that will receive the fullness of Christ. Our Scriptures for Advent call us to be more attentive to our 
interior life and the world around us. Each week we will use the Scriptures to find encouragement for this work of our faith 
life.  

First Week 

The image of transforming our swords (instruments of destruction) into plowshares (instruments that bring life) 
teaches us to be malleable; to be less rigid. We are invited to do the actual work of transforming the destructive 
thing within us to something that will give life. The Gospel, which calls us to be prepared for the end times, 
doesn’t necessarily sound encouraging, but it is. It motivates us to do the interior work that we are called to do in 
order to receive the Christ.   
 
 

December 1, 2019—1st Sunday of Advent 

The mission of St. Catherine of Siena Parish  
is to inspire, engage, and nurture our community  

through worship, witness, and service. 



MINISTRY TEAM 
Pastor 
Rev. Joseph Marcoux, fr.joseph.marcoux@dor.org 
 

Pastoral Associate 
Ann Marie Eckert, ann.marie.eckert@dor.org 
 

Director of Liturgical Music 
Sherry Scanza, sherry.scanza@dor.org 
 

Coordinator of Faith Formation 
Ashley Blank, ashley.blank@dor.org 
 

Coordinator of Volunteer Ministry 
Patricia Sipple, patricia.sipple@dor.org 
 

Communications Coordinator 
Jane Bonassar, jane.bonassar@dor.org 
 

Director of Finance & Administration 
David Zellinger, david.zellinger@dor.org 
 

Bookkeeper 
Kathleen Adessa, kathleen.adessa@dor.org 
 

Organist 
Dr. Mary Holzhauer 
 

Administrative Assistant 
June Haynor, june.haynor@dor.org 
 

Maintenance Technician 
Craig Murray, craig.murray@dor.org 
 

Housekeeper 
Diane Tordel 
 

TRUSTEES 
Bob Pochily, Mary Crosley 
 

COUNCIL CHAIRS 
Pastoral Council: Stephen Jesch, saj23@cornell.edu 
Finance Council: Ben Davis, ben.davis@cornell.edu 
 

NEW PARISHIONERS 
Welcome to our parish community! Registration packets 
are available at all Church entrances and at the office.  
 

STEWARDSHIP 
Our Sister Parish 
We enjoy an ongoing exchange of people and prayer with 
St. Anthony’s in the Dominican Republic. Donations to 
the “loose change bowls” located at each Church entrance 
provide meals and education for over 200 children at the 
parish daycare center.  
 

Almsgiving 
10% or more of all donations we receive go to the poor 
and needy. 
 

Clothing for the Needy 
Clean used clothing in good condition accepted 24/7 at 
the shed adjacent to the parking lot. 

MASS SCHEDULE 
 

Weekend Mass Schedule 
Saturday: 5 p.m. 
Sunday: 9 & 11:30 a.m. 
Mass in Spanish: normally 4th Sunday of the month, 5:30 p.m. 
Tompkins County Jail: Sunday at 1:30 p.m. 
 

Daily Mass Schedule 
Monday: 5:30 p.m. 
Tuesday, Wednesday, Friday: 9 a.m. 
Kendal at Ithaca: normally 2nd Tuesday, 10:30 a.m. 
Bridges Cornell Heights: normally 3rd Tuesday, 1:30 p.m. 
Brookdale Senior Living: normally 4th Tuesday, 10:15 a.m. 
Please check with the Parish Office for Mass schedule changes. 
 

Accommodations: Gluten-reduced hosts are available. 
Personal listening receivers are available from the Sacristy. 
 

SACRAMENTS 
Reconciliation:  
Saturday at 4 p.m. or by appointment 
 

Infant Baptisms:  
We’re so happy about the new addition to your family. 
Parents participate in a preparation program prior to baptism. 
Please contact the office three months prior to the baptism. 
 

Marriage:  
Congratulations on your engagement! As with the other 
sacraments, prior preparation is necessary. Please contact the 
office at least six months before the wedding. 
 

Anointing of the Sick/Visitation:  
Please contact the office for arrangements for individual 
anointing or for a visitation to someone who is sick or 
homebound. For emergencies after hours, please call Fr. Joe at 
585-747-3649. Families should alert the Parish Office when 
family members are in the hospital. If you would like to have 
someone prayed for at Mass and/or added to the Prayer 
Corner in the bulletin, we invite you to call the Parish Office 
at 257-2493.  
 

Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults (R.C.I.A.):  
For information on becoming Catholic, or questions about the 
Catholic faith, contact Ann Marie Eckert.  
 

Holy Orders:  
For information about vocations, contact the Diocesan Office 
of Vocation Awareness at 585-461-2890 or vocations@dor.org. 
 

PRAYER OPPORTUNITIES 
Eucharistic Adoration  
Wednesdays at 7 p.m. & Fridays at 9:30 a.m. in the Church 
 

Rosary 
Fridays at 5 p.m. in the Church 
 

Prayer Groups 
Centering Prayer and Ignatian Prayer Groups meet 
throughout the month. Small Christian Communities also 
meet weekly. For more information, call Ann Marie Eckert. 

St. Catherine of Siena Parish 
309 Siena Drive, Ithaca, New York 14850 

607-257-2493 

www.stcathofsiena.org  /  www.facebook/stcatherinesithaca 
Office Hours: Monday–Friday 9 a.m.– 4 p.m. (closed for lunch from 1–2 p.m.) 
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SCRIPTURE READINGS 
 

Today 
Is 2:1-5; Ps 122:1-2, 3-4, 4-5, 6-7, 8-9; 
Rom 13:11-14; Mt 24:37-44 
 

Next Sunday 
Is 11:1-10; Ps 72:1-2, 7-8, 12-13, 17; Rom 
15:4-9; Mt 3:1-12 
 

“[I]t is the hour now for you to awake from 
sleep.” (Rom 13:11) 

    WHAT’S HAPPENING—DECEMBER 2–8 

PRAYER CORNER 
 

Please hold in prayer those who are sick: 
Amy Layton, Judy Guido, Keyan Gilbert, 
Ruthe Bruen, George Schneider, Michael 
Luzzi, Dan Hund, Catherine Luscardi, Sue 
Shanahan, Ken LeBeau, Art Muka, Mike 
Lieder, Susanne Lorbeer, Tom Walpole, Chris 
Blain, Bill Ryan, Paul Davis, Lenore Orrange, 
Theresa Hewson, Dageiry Custodio, and 
David Hyatt. 
 

Please hold in prayer those who have died 
in the peace of Christ: 
Patricia Van Duzer (mother of Liz Van Duzer) 

STEWARDSHIP OF TREASURE 
Offertory Income—November 17, 2019 

 
 

Regular Mass Collections:   $5,791 
EFT/SecureGive/We Share Collections1:  $7,446 
Mail-In/Drop-Off Collections1:   $1,100 
End-of-Year/Annual Giving:   $0 
 
Total Regular Weekly Collections:  $14,337 
Average Weekly Budget2:     $12,350 

Weekly Operating Surplus (Shortfall)3:  $1,987 
Gifts and Donations Received4:     $200 
 
 

Dominican Republic Bowls:    $164 
 
   

 
 

1 Variability in these values due to inclusion of collections that are biweekly, 
monthly 

2 83% of Planned Operational Expenses are funded by Regular Weekly 
Collections 

3 Weekly surplus (shortfall) in funds for average weekly budgeted expenses 
4 Excluded from this number are capital contributions, extraordinary gifts, 

bequests 
 

Monday, December 2 
5:30 p.m. MASS: Anne B. Hens by Lisa Hens and Sr. Betty 
 Hughes by Chris Kimball 
7:00 p.m. Liturgy Committee 
 

Tuesday, December 3 
9:00 a.m. MASS: Edward R. Smith by Mary Lou Bailey-Smith 
9:30 a.m. Pietra Fitness 
6:00 p.m. Cayuga Vocal Ensemble Board Meeting 
7:30 p.m. Cayuga Vocal Ensemble Rehearsal 
7:30 p.m. St. Catherine’s Book Club 
 

Wednesday, December 4 
9:00 a.m. MASS: Brian Rehnberg by Claire Nicholson 
10:00 a.m. Staff Meeting 
6:00 p.m. First Reconciliation Class 
7:00 a.m. Eucharistic Adoration 
7:30 p.m. R.C.I.A. 
 

Thursday, December 5 
9:30 a.m. Meeting Christ in Prayer 
9:30 a.m. Pietra Fitness 
4:00 p.m. Youth Choir 
6:00 p.m. Boy Scouts 
7:30 p.m. Adult Choir 
 
 

Friday, December 6 
9:00 a.m. MASS: Edward R. Smith by Mary Lou Bailey-Smith 
9:30 a.m. Eucharistic Adoration 
9:0 a.m. Strength Training 
10:30 a.m. Benediction 
5:00 p.m. Praying the Rosary 
7:00 p.m. Advent Evening of Recollection 
 

Saturday, December 7 
9:00 a.m. AA 
10:00 a.m. Youth Ministry Wreath Decorating 
4:00 p.m. Sacrament of Reconciliation 
5:00 p.m. MASS: Joe Le Moine by Nadine Le Moine and Our 
 Parishioners 
 

Sunday, December 8 
9:00 a.m. MASS: David Pytcher by Suzanne Baldini 
9:15 a.m. Children’s Liturgy of the Word 
10:15 a.m. Children’s Faith Formation 
11:30 a.m. MASS: Jennie Marcoux by the Strebel Family 
1:30 p.m. COMMUNION SERVICE AT TOMPKINS COUNTY JAIL  
3:30 p.m. Youth Ministry God Squad 
4:00 p.m. Middle School Youth Ministry 
4:00 p.m. High School Youth Ministry 
4:00 p.m. Cayuga Vocal Ensemble Concert 



 

 

Parish-Wide Opportunities 
 

EVENING OF RECOLLECTION 

Please join us on Friday, December 6, at 7 p.m. in the 
church for an Advent Evening of Recollection. This is 
an opportunity to receive encouragement for our 
journey through Advent, focusing our attention on 
God’s patience with us.  
 

FEAST OF THE IMMACULATE CONCEPTION 
Because the Feast of the Immaculate Conception is on 
a Sunday this year, we will celebrate it on Monday, 

December 9, at the regular 5:30 p.m. Mass. It is not a 
holy day of obligation.  
 

COLLECTION FOR THE FOOD BANK OF THE 
SOUTHERN TIER 
Last year, we had guest speakers from the Food Bank 
of the Southern Tier who helped us understand more 
about the choices people have to make when they are 
struggling and the ways in which food pantries can 
be a helping hand. One of the biggest things we 
learned is that a food donation to a food pantry is 
wonderful, but a $5 cash donation from you can turn 
into $28 worth of food at the Food Bank because of 
their buying power. Next weekend we will be 
distributing envelopes for the Food Bank. We 
encourage you to make a donation (cash or checks 
made out to Food Bank of the Southern Tier) and 
return it through the collection or the Parish Office by 
Christmas Day. We will let you know what we are 
able to provide to our neighbors through this drive.  
 

GIVING TREE 
If you took a tag from the Giving Tree, please make 
sure your gifts are returned by December 8 so that 
they can be distributed. Gifts can be left under the 
tree in the Atrium of the Parish Center.  
 

BEYOND THE PLATE 
The Beyond the Plate fundraising dinner to benefit 
the Ithaca MobilePack for Feed My Starving Children 
is scheduled for Sunday, February 23, from 5–9 p.m. 
in Mahler Hall. Once again the dinner will feature 
local chefs donating their time and artistry to each 
prepare a course, with wine pairings as well. Save the 
date and watch for information regarding ticket sales! 
If you would like to join the planning team for 
Beyond the Plate, please contact Patricia Sipple in the 
Parish Office at 257-2493 or patricia.sipple@dor.org. 
The next meeting is December 11 at 5:30 p.m. Many 
thanks for your support of this event! 
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CATHOLIC MINISTRIES APPEAL 
So far we have received  $11,803 toward our goal of 
$56,250. That is 21 percent of our goal. Please 
prayerfully consider contributing to the CMA to 
benefit both the diocese and our parish. 
 

HOSPITAL VISITS 
If you or a family member are in the hospital and 
would like a pastoral visit, please call the Parish Office 
at 257-2493. The hospital does not notify us when a 
parishioner is admitted. Thank you! 
 

JOIN THE CHRISTMAS CHOIR 
St. Catherine’s Christmas Choir rehearsals begin soon! 
The Youth and Adult Christmas Choir rehearsals 
begin this Thursday, December 5, and 
continue each Thursday through 
December 19, along with two additional 
rehearsals to be scheduled closer to 
Christmas. If you are interested, please 
contact Sherry Scanza, our Director of 
Liturgical Music, at sherry.scanza@dor.org. We look 
forward to singing with you!  

D.R. CLUB UPDATE 
During our last trip, Sr. Iris gave our young people 
two massive tires, a cement block, a hammer, and a 
broken chair and told the group to build a 
playground. It was a 
great opportunity for 
your young people to 
put their ingenuity 
and teamwork to 
work. This is not an 
unusual experience! 
The Sisters often 
need to make good 
things happen with 
very few resources. 
They rarely throw 
things out because they can usually find a new use 
for things.  Congratulations to this week’s D.R. Club 
winners: 
 Nov. 25:  Tom LiVigne 
 Nov. 26:  Taylor Petry 
 Nov. 27:  Monica Debus 
 Nov. 28:  Marta Castelhano 
 Nov. 29:  Dina (Rich) Maxwell 
 Nov. 30:  Cameron Wallace 
 Dec. 1:  Art Pearce 
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AN EMPOWERED CATHOLIC PARISH 
As St. Catherine’s continues to plan for our future, 
knowing that significant change is possible in the next 
few years, we invite you more fully into the 
conversation. In September and October 2019, many 
parishioners (youth and adults) participated in the 
second round of our Empowered Catholic Parish 
presentations and provided important beliefs to our 
committee, but we heard from only a small fraction 

of our parish community.  

To ensure that your voice is heard, we are providing 
an opportunity for you and your fellow parishioners 
to participate in a survey in early December. In the 
survey, the parishioners will prioritize where to 
invest our energy to ensure “an inspiring and 
enduring future” for St. Catherine’s.  

By no later than Wednesday, December 4, we will 
send you an email at the email address you have 
registered with the parish.  The email will contain: 

• A link to the survey for those who want to 
complete the survey online. 

• Instructions for getting and submitting the 
survey for those who prefer hard copy. 

Your parish community values your input.  
Everyone’s perspective is welcome and important! 

Yours in service, 

The BE Team (Fr. Joe, Diane Bradac, Ana Duke 
Cárdenas, Mary Crosley, Ann Marie Eckert, Steve 
Jesch, Tom O’Toole, Bob Pochily, Mike Redlin, 
Amanda Shaw, and Steve Shaw) 
 
 
 

 

HELP WITH HOLIDAY DECORATIONS 
Would you like to put up Christmas decorations but 
don’t feel up to the work involved? Natalie, an eighth 
grader in St. Catherine’s Youth Ministry, would like to 
help senior citizens in the parish who might need 
assistance putting up their Christmas trees. If you would 
like help with your indoor Christmas decorations, please 
c o n t a c t  N a t a l i e ’ s  m o t h e r ,  K a o r i ,  a t 
kaoriblalock@gmail.com. Thank you! 

 

Adult Faith Opportunities 
 

MOVIE NIGHT  
On Monday, December 9, we will be watching the 
movie The Man Who Invented Christmas, the story that led 
to Charles Dickens’s creation of A Christmas Carol. A 
pizza dinner will be served at 6 p.m., the movie will 
begin at 6:30 p.m., and a discussion will follow the 
movie. All are invited. A $5 donation for dinner is 
appreciated.  

 

Volunteer and Advocacy Opportunities 
 

C.A.S.E. TRAINING MANAGEMENT 
VOLUNTEER NEEDED 
We are looking for 1–2 volunteers who would be able to 
help notify parishioners either by e-mail or phone to let 
them know that their Creating a Safe Environment 
(C.A.S.E.) training is about to expire.  The role would 
require one hour a month, and a script would be 
provided to help perform the task.  If you are interested 
in helping with this volunteer role, please contact 
Ashley Blank at ashley.blank@dor.org or 257-2493.   
 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED FOR SHARE THE 
WARMTH DISTRIBUTION 
‘Tis the season for donating coats, gloves, mittens, hats, 
scarves, and boots to the annual Share the Warmth 
drive. You’ll find collection bins around the area in 
grocery and other stores and on the campuses. Catholic 
Charities will be distributing these items for free during 
the first two weeks of December. Friendly volunteers are 
needed to wait on customers and help them find the 
items they need. Two-hour shifts are available, 
December 2–6 and 9–13, from 9 a.m. until 4 p.m. It’s a 
great way to start Advent! To volunteer, contact 
Michaela at  607-272-5062,  ext .  17 ,  or 
Michaela.Cortright@dor.org. 

FROM THE PASTORAL COUNCIL 
The Pastoral Council would like to thank: 
• Patricia Sipple, Ruth Doyle, Amy Germain, 

Bryant Blank, and all those involved in 
organizing the Ithaca MobilePack.  

• All parishioners who were involved in putting 
on the Pancake Breakfast.   

• All parishioners who volunteered at the 
Catholic Charities pasta dinner at All Saints.  

• Craig Murray for maintaining the dog watering 
station.    

• All parishioners who brought pets to be 
blessed.  



 

 

FROM THE BOOK OF ANN MARIE 

Dear Parish Family, 

I love Thanksgiving. I hope you had a good day or weekend with family and/or friends. 
Thanksgiving is the only holiday that my brother comes home for, so it is an important one in 
my family. He has been running the Turkey Trot every year since he was 17. He is 53 now. I 
would love to think that it is the love of his family that draws him home each November, but 
honestly it is his competitive nature that won’t let him end his continuous run of this 

Thanksgiving tradition in Buffalo. I am not complaining!  

The Turkey Trot has become a family tradition in my house. In the early days, my dad would drive my 
brother and his friend Matt to the starting line, and Matt’s dad would go and pick them up. After a while, we 
began going down to the finish line to cheer them on. When my brother got engaged to his wife, he 
announced it to all of us by running by with a sign that said “Paula, will you marry me?” He then kissed 
Paula and kept running, wanting to make a fairly good time. Poor Paula was left with her soon-to-be in-laws 
to tell us that they had gotten engaged a few weeks previously and to pull out the ring and show it to us. 
After children were born into the family, they too came down to the finish line to cheer on Jim and Matt. Matt 
blew out his knee about ten years ago, so his run of continuous races ended, but he usually still came to the 
finish line and most recently began walking it with his children. Eventually, my sister started running as well, 
so I took care of her kids so she could run. Then two of my nieces became old enough to run (although they 
really walk) as well, so I was in charge of my niece Eliza, who is much more of a cheerer than a runner. Four 
years ago, my parents (both on blood thinners) almost froze at the finish line waiting for the runners/walkers 
in our family to finish. When it came time to register for the Turkey Trot three years ago, I decided it was time 
to join in the fun (as a walker!). My parents no longer come down to the finish line, but Dad still drives us 
over to the start of the race. My youngest niece is in college now and won’t be able to join us this year, but my 
friend Theresa is joining me for the first time.  

This whole long history of my family’s participation in the Turkey Trot speaks to me of how family traditions 
go. I could easily say that our Thanksgiving tradition, for the past 36 years, includes the Turkey Trot. That 
would be a simple and true statement. “We always do the Turkey Trot!” would also be true. But in saying 
that, it wouldn’t acknowledge the way that this tradition has ebbed and flowed through the years. It wouldn’t 
give you a true sense of how it has changed. It wouldn’t acknowledge that I feel really guilty leaving my 
parents at home on Thanksgiving morning, after so many years of them being a part of the “cheering section.” 
There was this great “I hope they can do it” when my nieces first started participating in the Trot, but now 
they are adults, so that sense of pride is replaced with friendship on the Trot journey.  

Traditions are wonderful, and I am a big fan of keeping things as they are. What I have learned over the 
years, of course, is that keeping things the same is absolutely impossible. Every year we are older. Every year 
we are faced with new opportunities and challenges within those same traditions. As we head into the 
Christmas holidays, it might be the year that some of your kids can help with cookie making, maybe even 
taking the cookies in and out of the oven. But is also might be true that your Mom (grandmother to those 
same kids) can’t roll out the dough like she used to. The tree might be smaller this year since there are fewer 
people coming to the house for the holidays, or it may be that this is the first year in a new house and a big, 
beautiful tree is needed for your new space. You may have lost someone you love dearly this past year and 
the holidays don’t make a lot of sense without them and you are trying to decide what you even want to do to 
acknowledge the holidays without really celebrating them. The trick, I am finding, is to remember what is 
most important to me, and then try to make the traditions (new ones or old ones) fit that goal. I don’t want to 
do the tradition anymore if it doesn’t fit or work, but I am happy to adapt, change, and amend the traditions 
to keep them alive and growing.  

             (continued) 
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VOLUNTEERS FOR ITHACA SANCTUARY 
ALLIANCE 
The Ithaca Sanctuary Alliance (ISA) is a group of area 
congregations, including St. Catherine’s, working 
together for immigrants and supporting their 
rights. First Congregational Church (FCC) spent a year 
learning about the sanctuary concept and recently 
voted to become a sanctuary church.  As a member of 
this alliance, we are currently asking for volunteers to 
form support teams that will offer food, caring 
(laundry, socializing, playing cards, etc.) and 
transportation to those served by the ISA. 
Additionally, there will be fund raising and 
communications needs to address.  St. Catherine’s, like 
other participating congregations, will be responsible 
for these tasks for one week every 4–6 weeks. Please 
email Mary Hutchens at maryhut@twcny.rr.com with 
your willingness to help. 
 

ADDRESSING RACISM: LET’S TALK,  
LET’S ACT 
As Catholics we believe that racism is evil, a sin 
against human dignity.  It’s not enough to say “I’m 
not a racist”; we have to actively work against 
racism.  Educating ourselves about how racism works 
is one important step to opposing it. A great 
opportunity to do that is coming up soon. Catholic 
Charities and the local Multi-Cultural Resource Center 
are offering a 3-session class called Talking Circles on 
Race and Racism on Thursdays, January 16, 23, and 30 
at Immaculate Conception Church. To sign up or learn 
more, contact Laurie at LKonwinski@dor.org or 607-
272-5062, ext. 12.  

 
 

 

Faith Formation News 
 

NO SESSIONS DECEMBER 1 
Our faith formation and youth ministry classes will not 
gather this Sunday, December 1, so that families can 
spend this Thanksgiving weekend together. Sessions 
(CLOW, CFF, MSYM, and HSYM) will all resume on 
Sunday, December 8. 
 

WREATH AND POINSETTIA PICKUP 
If you ordered wreaths or poinsettias for the Youth 
Ministry fundraiser, you can pick them up starting 
next weekend, December 7/8, and the following 
weekend, December 14/15, after all Masses in the 
Parish Center Atrium. Thank you very much for your 
continued support of our youth ministry! Your help is 
greatly appreciated. 
 

NATIONAL CATHOLIC YOUTH CONFERENCE—
THANK YOU! 
We would like to thank the parish for their continued 
prayers and support for our youth and adults who 
traveled to and from Indianapolis for the National 
Catholic Youth Conference last weekend. Each of the 
youth commented on how wonderful the experience 
was for them. We especially want to thank Jaymee 
Miller and Jessica Ryan, who took time out of their busy 
lives to accompany the youth as adult chaperones. We 
are very blessed here at St. Catherine’s! 
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Dec. 6  Advent Evening Prayer 
Dec. 8  Giving Tree Gifts Due 
Dec. 9  Movie Night 

  

DATES TO REMEMBER 

FROM THE BOOK OF ANN MARIE (CONTINUED) 
 

As we enter into the holiday season, I invite you to be careful about how much you take on in service of 
traditions. I invite you to ask your family or friends if the “way we have always done it” is still working for 
them, or how it could change to be better. If you don’t have a lot of traditions, this year might be an 
opportunity to start something that can ebb and flow through the years. My goal is to always make sure the 
tradition doesn’t “wag the dog.” Good luck with all of this!  

Peace, 

 



 

 

Local News 
 

CAYUGA VOCAL ENSEMBLE CONCERT 
The Cayuga Vocal Ensemble presents Carols Across 
Cultures, a concert on Sunday, December 8, at 4 p.m. 
here in the church, with Melissa 
Rooklidge, Interim Artistic 
Director, conducting. Join us for a 
holiday celebration featuring 
Benjamin Britten’s Ceremony of 
Carols with harp, as well as 
traditional and new arrangements 
of carols sung in Norwegian, 
French, German, Spanish, and more. More information 
at cayuga-vocal.org. 

Diocesan News 
 

FROM NOTRE DAME RETREAT HOUSE 
Notre Dame Retreat House’s November Day of Prayer 
was canceled due to snow. So they will hold the 
program scheduled for November on Tuesday, 

December 10. The program focuses on “Personality 
Styles and Prayer,” led by Deacon Dave and Ann 
Paluskiewicz. Discover your personality style, 
investigate prayer styles that enrich your profile, and 
enjoy prayer experiences that compliment your 
personality. The conference runs from 9:30 a.m.–12 
p.m., followed by lunch, free time, confessions, and 
Mass at 2 p.m. There is a $25 fee.  Please register at 
ndretreat@rochester.rr.com or by calling 585-394-5700. 
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CHRISTMAS FLOWER MEMORIALS 
 

Christmas flowers for St. Catherine of Siena Parish are 
supplied through generous donations given by parishioners 

in memory of deceased loved ones or in honor of the living. 

If you wish to make such a memorial, complete the bottom 
half of this sheet and place it, along with your gift, in an 

envelope marked:  

Christmas Flowers 

The envelope may be placed in the collection basket or 
offering boxes or turned in to the Parish Center in person or 

by mail no later than Tuesday, December 10. 

All memorials will be published in the bulletins on December 

21/22 and 28/29 unless otherwise requested. Thank you!  

 
 

CHRISTMAS FLOWER MEMORIALS 
 
Please Print Clearly 
 

In Memory of: ______________________________________________________________ 

In Honor of: ________________________________________________________________ 

Requested by: ______________________________________________________________ 

Amount of offering: __________________ (minimum is $10.00) 

 

Make check payable to: St. Catherine of Siena. If mailing, please ensure that it arrives by 
Tuesday, December 10. Mail to: 309 Siena Drive, Ithaca, NY 14850. 
 
 

______ Check only if you DO NOT want your memorial published in the bulletin 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A vibrant Catholic Community where all are welcomed, challenged, and supported in their life’s journey.  

St. Catherine of Siena Catholic Church                                                                                                                         December 1, 2019 

LITURGICAL MINISTERS: NOV. 30/DEC. 1 

5:00 P.M. 

Music Jane Doyle 

Lectors Bob Gravani, William Asklar 

Ministers of 
Communion 

Host: Bonita Davis, Judy Howell, Mary Kay 
LaLonde 
 

Cup: Jill Dollaway, Steve Dollaway, Mary 
Hutchens, Janet Strebel, Robin Tobin 

Altar Servers 
Cross: Justin Baze 
 

Book: Elizabeth Clune 

Ministers of 
Hospitality 

Main: Eileen Gravani, *** 
 

East: Thomas Every 
 

West: Preheim Gorman 

9:00 A.M. 

Music  Jeannie Barnaba 

Brookdale Steve Moolin 

Lectors Stephen Jesch, Jonathan Lunine 

Ministers of 
Communion 

Host: Silvia Abbiati, Marion Krohn, Nancy 
Pringle 
Cup: Scott D Doyle, Madeline LaRocca (sub 
req’d), Bonita Lindberg, Bob Talda, Tori 
Wishart 

Altar Servers 
Cross: Samuel Dow 
 

Book: Peter Jesch 

Ministers of 
Hospitality 

Main: John Sipple, Marty Whetzel 
 

East: Colleen Barnes, Gigi & Ted Galanthay 
 

West: John Wishart, *** 

   11:30 A.M. 

Music Janet Strebel 

Lectors Joseph Babcock, John Balmer 

Ministers of 
Communion 

Host: Mary Ellen Cummings, Valerie Evans, 
Joyce White 

Cup: Dan Briotta, Robert Brown, Jessica Ryan, 
Khandikile Sokoni, Pat Wynn 

Altar Servers 
Cross: Tristan Babcock 
 

Book: Claire Tully 

Ministers of 
Hospitality 

Main: Mila & Arina Veshcherevich, *** 
 

East: ***, *** 
 

West: ***, *** 
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Continuous family service since 1942
BANGS FUNERAL HOME, INC.

Ithaca’s only locally owned funeral home
607-272-1922

John F. Bangs (1917-1974) • Jeffrey L. Bangs • Kevin P. Bangs

wood-f i re d p izza & pas ta
Located on N. Triphammer Rd.

In front of the YMCA
607-257-2233 • www.ciaoithaca.com

M ariette Geldenhuys
Attorney and Mediator

Respectful, peaceful resolution of legal issues

(607) 273-2272
401 E. State St., Suite 306, Ithaca

www.geldenhuyslaw.com

Locally owned & Operated
AN ITHACA TRADITION SINCE 1933
110 South Geneva St. | Ithaca

HERSONWAGNERFUNERALHOME.COM

Trust Company | Insurance Agencies
Financial Advisors

607-273-3210
H

THE HEIGHTS CAFÉ & GRILL
Lunch | Mon.-Fri. 11:30-2:30

Dinner | Mon.-Thurs. 5:00-9:00
	 Fri. & Sat. 5:00-10:00

903 hanshaw rd., ithaca, ny
607-257-4144

GENERAL PRACTICE
2343 N. Triphammer Rd. | Ithaca, NY 

607-275-3425

Jay Williamson, CLU®, ChFC®, CFP®

Wealth Management Advisor 	 (607) 257-8665
179 Graham Rd, Ste D | Ithaca, NY 14850
jay-williamson.com	

Custom jewelry and onsite repairs.
Mansourjewelers.com

140 The Commons, Ithaca, NY

Lucente Homes & Apartments
All Your Complete Housing Needs

From a 1-3 Bedroom Apt. 
or a 3-5 Bedroom Luxury Home.

103 Salem Drive | Ithaca, NY
607-257-0717 • www.lucentehomes.com

Spinal Wellness 
Center of Ithaca

Pierre Gremaud, D.C.
114 1/2 W. Buffalo St. • 277-2570

SpinalWellnessIthaca.com
We correct spines!

This Space 
is Available

1400 Maple Ave.
Elmira, NY 14904

NotreDameHighSchool.com

THIS SPACE IS
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Ellen Morris-Knower
	 Member of St. Catherine’s Parish Since 1997

Licensed Associate Real Estate Broker
direct (607) 220-5421
EMKIthaca@gmail.com
710 Hancock St. | Ithaca, NY 14850

Suits & Sportcoats • Sportswear • Outerwear 
Dress & Casual Shoes – Men & Women

Tuxedo Rental & Sales
607-273-1371 • www.benjaminpeters.com

On The Ithaca Commons • Open Mon-Sat 10-6, Th 10-8

ITHACA

SERVICE
Cremation

Ithaca’s alternative & inexpensive
funeral service provider

607.274.7544 • ithacacremationservice.com

More control, choice & 
self-determination in everyday life

		 Showroom open daily 
	 and by appointment
	 Ben Boynton 
	 Committed to Service 	
	 & Integrity since 1986
607-539-7675 • 200 Boiceville Rd | Brooktondale

Santana Construction Co.
 General Home Repair • Small Remodel 
 & Building Projects
 Alejandro Santana
 454 Floral Ave. | Ithaca, NY
 607-379-4987 

santanaconstruction.co@gmail.com

LANSING 
Chiropractic Office, P.C.

Robert Brown, D.C., D.A.B.C.O. 
Gentle, effective treatment you can trust. 

PHONE: 607-533-4231
I 5 Auburn Road / Lansing, New York 

Dr. H.J. Peter Patrick
RESTORATIVE AND

COSMETIC DENTISTRY
Children and Adults

Hanshaw Road at Pleasant Grove

607-257-5700

MARY KAY
The Beauty of You!

Tammy J. Johnson
Independent Beauty Consultant
tammyjjohnson@marykay.com
www.marykay.com/tammyjjohnson
607.351.4950

Housel Dermatology, P.C.
Joseph P. Housel, MD

Mohs and Reconstructive Surgery
235 Greenfield Parkway Liverpool NY 13088
P (315) 452-DERM (3376) | F (315) 452-3377

www.houseldermatology.com

Your No Tie Real Estate Guy
Theodore Skibinski	 713-408-7157
NYS Licensed Real Estate Salesperson
830 Hanshaw Rd. Ithaca, NY 14850
ted@warrenhomes.com
www.warrenhomes.com

Certified, American Board of Orthodontics
Invisalign provider

2333 N. Triphammer Rd., Suite 201 – Ithacaha 
607.319.5061 

Discover how the right care
can make all the difference.

Call (607)256-5094
for more information

Brookdale Ithaca
Assisted Living
Alzheimer’s & Dementia Care
103 Bundy Rd. | Ithaca, NY 14850

Bringing New Life
to Senior Living® brookdale.com

855-804-FUEL
Get $5O OFF First Fill Of 100 Gallons Or More

This Space 
is Available

Contact Kelly O’Brien-Carnevale to place an ad today! 
kcarnevale@4lpi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6333


