THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT  
Masses for the Week
Sunday, December  16    
               7:30 A.M.    For the Parishioners

10:00 A.M.      Carl & Gwen McMillen
                    NOON     Baby Madison Rose Gase
Monday, December 17                   
             7:30  A.M.     Marilyn Steckbeck
Tuesday, December 18                                             
                      NO MASS                                                            
Wednesday, December 19         
             
6:00 P.M.      Joe & Cathy Pirrung
Thursday, December 20                                              
             7:30  A.M.     Mary Fishman         
Friday, December 21      

7:30 A.M.       Bud Van Allen
Saturday, December 22      

  5:00 P.M.      Rosemarie Mannes
Sunday, December 23                                 
 7:30 A.M.     Gus Trahin
10:00 A.M.    Marvin Gunkel                                                            
  NOON          Don Cochran                           
LITURGICAL MINISTRIES    December 22 & 23
LECTORS    
     5:00 p.m.    Nancy Fecher
     7:30 a.m.    Joseph Breckler
   10:00 a.m.    Tom McGovern
        NOON     Therese Joy Burkett
EUCHARIST IC MINISTERS

     5:00 p.m.    Diane Romary, Sue Swangin, C. Strack
     7:30 a.m.    Barb Harber,Tiffany Schortgen,C. Trahin
   10:00 a.m     Ken & Sue Miller, Nancy Duffy
        NOON     Therese Joy Burkett, Linda Bubb
GIFTS
           

     5:00 p.m.    Dave Burelison family

     7:30 a.m.    Rod Strack family
   10:00 a.m.    Ken Miller family
        NOON     Volunteers
USHERS
    5:00 p.m.    Chris Keefer, Jim Parmelee
    7:30 a.m.    Rod Strack, Hunter Strack
  10:00 a.m.    Ken Miller, Steve Wilhelm
     NOON     Jim Skora, Norm Burkett
SERVERS   
     5:00 p.m.   Zach Prendergast, Aron Beyhan
     7:30 a.m     Tim Loeffler, Kyle Dillon
   10:00 a.m.    Zach Knitter, Evan Gerber
CHURCH CLEANING
December 22    Sally & Sarah Strack,  Kathleen M.
REJOICE!  

Cry out with joy and gladness: for
 among you is the great and Holy One of Israel.



-Isaiah 12:6
Today has traditionally been called “Gaudete Sunday.”  The Latin tag is derived from Paul’s appeal in the second reading to “rejoice always in the Lord,” and the Latin Mass text based on that reading. The irony and paradox of this Christian joy is underlined by the fact that Paul wrote those words in prison.  But from there he could see the progress of God’s work.

Is it obvious to us?  We feel that this is not the time for joy when there is so much suffering and moral evil.  It is interesting, then, that the first reading is from the prophet Zephaniah, who is almost exclusively concerned with gloomy visions of Judgment Day.  Today the Church selects the only optimistic text in Zephaniah, in which the prophet has been touched by the spirit of joy. 

This, we are assured on all sides, is “the season of joy.”  Let us recapture that feeling of joy in our lives and reflect it to those who are joyless.

Christmas Mass Schedule

Christmas Eve

4:00 pm – Children’s Mass

6:00 pm & 10:00 pm

Christmas Day

10:00 am

 December 16, 2018 

Wednesday Evening Masses
During the winter months Wednesday evening Masses will be at 6:00 pm in December, January, & February.

Pro-life:  “You formed my inmost being; you knit me in my mother’s womb” – Psalm 119:13
“When Does Eternity Begin?”  on Sunday, December 16 at 3:00 pm at the University of Saint Francis in the Brookside Ballroom.
BEST Advent EVER! Advent is a time to prepare our hearts for Christmas.  Don’t let this Advent pass you by.  All you have to do is sign up at BestAdventEver.com, a free email each day with short inspirational videos.

Community Caroling Party on December 16 from 4-6pm in Arcola.  Meet at the Arcola United Methodist Church and spend a couple hours walking and caroling returning to the church about 6pm for refreshments!
CHILDREN’S CHRISTMAS CAROLING! on Sunday, December 16th at 10 am at Renaissance Village.  Come with your kids of all ages to sing Christmas carols and bring the joy of the season to the elderly at the Renaissance Village nursing home.  All are welcome to join in!

A Christmas Family  that tragically both the mother and father both have died in the past two years.  They have left two young boys that are in Kindergarten and 2nd grade.  Their needs are final expenses, gift and gas cards.  Anyone who would like to help can contact the office or put in the collection marked for Christmas family.

Knights of Columbus Meeting is scheduled for Thursday, December 20 at 7 pm in the old school.

Christmas Families & Food Drive

The Parish will collect food and gift/gas cards for families in need.  There are containers at the church entrances to put your non-perishable food items.  Anyone who would like to donate gas/gift cards can put them in the offertory or give them to the parish office.  Anyone who needs assistance during the Holiday season please contact Fr. Tad or the parish office as soon as possible.  All names will remain confidential.

2019 Catholic Calendars are located at the church entrances for you to take home. 
GIVING TREE

St. Patrick’s Confirmation Class is sponsoring the Giving tree.  The tree has suggested gift ideas for needy mothers & their newborn babies.  Please bring your items in unwrapped and place them under the tree in the Church sanctuary.  The Confirmation Class will be taking all the items to the Women’s Care Center.  Thank you for your generosity.
Religious Education Christmas Program will be on Sunday, December 16 at 8:30 am in the parish hall.  All are welcome to come and enjoy!
No CCD Classes on December 23 and December 30.  Merry Christmas and Happy 2019!! Classes will resume Sunday, January 6.
Cupertino Classic on Thursday, December 27 at Bishop Dwenger.  A friendly game of basketball, the Priests will take on the Seminarians.  Bring your family and friends to witness this fun rivalry!  Doors open at 6pm and tip-off is at 6:30pm.
Christmas Concert  on Sunday, December 30th at 7pm at Most Precious Blood Church.  Admission is free.
Christmas Memorial Flowers: Donation envelopes can be found at the church entrances for Christmas flowers to help decorate the altar.

2019 Offertory Envelopes: Please pick up your 2019 offertory envelopes located on the tables in the back of church.  Thank you.

MARCH FOR LIFE 2019 – January 17 to January 20, trip to Washington DC.  Students and Chaperones contact John Pratt at 399-1412 and register at www.fwsbym.com/march-for-life.  Scholarships available contact Pat Pfister at 625-3012.

Upcoming Worldwide Marriage Encounter Weekends: January 25-27 and March 22-24.  A long time ago you both said “I Do”.  It’s time now to say “We Will” by continuing to Love & Honor each other.  The January weekend will be in Auburn.  The March weekend will be in South Bend.  Online applications at wwme-ni.org or call 260-422-0803 for more information.
On-line Counseling & Therapy Services – These online services provide the same faith-based counseling sessions received in person with a professional Crosswinds counselor.  Free 15-minute counseling consultation available, email info@crosswinds.org.
