
Congratulations St. John XXIII 8th Graders! 
St. John XXIII 8th graders celebrated graduation on Thursday, May 23rd  

with a Mass at St. John Church followed by a reception in the St. John Undercroft.  In addition  
to awards given for Achievement and Effort in each subject for students in grades 4 – 8, look  
on page 5 to find out about Special Awards and Scholarships that were presented to several  
8th graders this year.  Congratulations and good luck in high school!  

  
 Because of HIPPA - We Won’t Know  
 if You’re in the Hospital Unless  
 YOU Tell Us!   
 Call the Parish Office 422-0602    
      24 hrs/day  7 days/week 
 If you would like a visit while in the hospital,  
 or if you need the ministry of Fr. Civille while  
 hospitalized, please call or have a family member     
 call the office.  We need your help in ministering  
 to parishioners who are ill or in need!  

                                       

                      COMING EVENTS 
 

 VBS            ………………….….... Mon - Fri  June 10 - 14 
 

 Donut Sunday @ HT ..…………....……….. Sun June 16 
 

 Baffled by Bocce Demonstration …..... Sun June 16 
  
 Baptismal Preparation Class ………..…. Wed June 19 
 

 St John XXIII Festival …. Fri/Sat/Sun June 21/22/23 
 

 Sons of Italy Spaghetti Dinner  
   @ the Festival …...……………..……..….... Sun June 23 
  

 Bob’s Gang Trash Pick Up ………….…...... Sat June 29 

June 2, 2019                                    The Ascension of the Lord 

WEEKEND MASSES 

     ST. JOHN CHURCH        HOLY TRINITY CHURCH  
       1405 FIRST AVENUE                    201 CLARK STREET 
      SATURDAY   4:30 PM                   SUNDAY    9:00 AM 

      SUNDAY      10:30 AM              

HOLY FAMILY PARISH 

A Catholic faith community called to serve God and others  
through Eucharist, prayer, education, and daily living of the Gospel values. 

PARISH OFFICE:  201 CLARK STREET, MIDDLETOWN, OH 45042 

(513) 422-0602         www.holyfamilymiddletown.com 

ADORATION   HOLY TRINITY CHURCH     
MONDAY- FRIDAY   12:30 - 4:30 PM 

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION 
ST. JOHN CHURCH  SATURDAY  3:30 PM 

 The Feast of the Ascension of the Lord 

 Ascension does not mean Jesus is gone.   
 Indeed, the Communion antiphon today echoes the Gospel:  
 “I, the Lord, am with you always, until the end of the world, alleluia.”   
 In the time between the ascension and the second coming then,  
 our task is to recognize Christ all around us, especially in the poor; honoring them is indeed a    
 key part of our Gospel mission.  Jesus commissioned followers to proclaim the Good News and   
 to follow him - on our earthly journey and to our heavenly destination.  He’s far from gone!  
 He is among us and in us.  We are reflections of His Presence in the world.  
  Bryan Cones © 2005 OCP. All rights reserved 



Daily Scripture Readings  
Mon: Acts 19:1-8 / Jn 16:29-33 
Tues: Acts 20:17-27 / Jn 17:1-11a 
Wed: Acts 20:28-38 / Jn 17:11b-19 
Thurs: Acts 22:30; 23:6-11 / Jn 17:20-26 
Fri: Acts 25:13b-21 / Jn 21:15-19 
Sat: Acts 28:16-20,30-31 / Jn 21:20-25 
Sun: Acts 2:1-11 / 1 Cor 12:3b-7,12-13  
        Jn 20:19-23 

Health Ministry:     
Contacts and Allergies 
Pollen count up…  
eyes itchy and irritated. 
Wearing contact lenses?  Want relief? 
Reach for an antihistamine… NOT!   
This medication causes dry eyes which can  
make lenses uncomfortable and can increase  
the risk of an eye infection.   
There are other possible causes of dry eyes, 
including alcohol, decongestants, diuretics,  
birth control pills, air travel, smoke and sprays, 
and chemical disinfectants.   
Possible solutions:  
  • Switch back to glasses when eyes are   
     most irritated. 
  • Wear contacts for shorter periods of time. 
  • Eye drops?  In general, over the counter 
(OTC) eye drops should not be placed in the  
eye while wearing contacts.  The only exception  
is for medications specifically made to be used 
while wearing contact lenses.  Products not  
labeled safe to use with contacts may contain 
preservatives or chemicals that can damage  
the contacts. 
  • Try the single-use contact lenses.  

       

enotalone.com & Walgreens.com  

  Saturday and Sunday - June 1 and 2 
  4:30 PM Mass   SJ      Daniel O’Neil - Birthday Remembrance 
  9:00 AM Mass   HT   John & Ceil Rossi - 60th Wedding Anniv. 
10:30 AM Mass   SJ    Carlo & Rosetta DiCristoforo - 60th Wed Anniv 

HOLY FAMILY MASS SCHEDULE   

 

Weekly Collections Stewardship                     

  Sunday, May 26th      $11,904 
                                                                                                               

Thank you for your generous stewardship! 

        Monday, June 3 

  12:10 PM  Communion Service HT    

        Tuesday, June 4  

    No 8:15 AM  Mass SJ23  - school on summer break 

        Wednesday, June 5  

  12:10 PM  Mass HT     Roger Romer 

        Thursday, June 6 

  12:10 PM  Mass HT     Mike Painter 

        Friday, June 7  

    8:00 AM  Mass HT     Deceased of Kelly & Nori Families 

  12:10 PM  Communion Service HT    

        Saturday, June 8  

    8:00 AM  Mass HT     Joseph Rossi - Anniversary Rem.   

    4:30 PM  Mass SJ       Roger & David South 

        Sunday, June 9    Pentecost  

    9:00 AM  Mass HT     Louis A. Rossi - Birthday Remembrance 

  10:30 AM  Mass SJ      Lois & Ken Allen - 50th Wedding Anniv. 

Summer Nursery Volunteers Needed! 
Girls and boys, 5th grade and up,  
are needed to help us out in the  
Nursery this Summer!   
We don’t change diapers and we don’t do 
snacks - we just play with the kids in the  
St. John Center Nursery while their moms and 
dads go to 10:30 AM Mass across the parking 
lot in St. John Church.  Call the parish office 
422-0602 if your son or daughter can help out!  



Carlo & Rosetta were 
married 60 years ago 
on June 4, 1959!  
They are joined by 
their family at the 
10:30 AM Mass to 
celebrate this  
special day! 

C o n g r a t u l a t i o n s  C a r l o  &  R o s e t t a !   

Introductions to Sunday Readings 
by Bishop Ken Untener, in collaboration  
with Catherine Haven and Fr. Bill Taylor 
 

First Reading - Acts 1:1-11  
Today’s passage takes us back to the beginning verses 
of the Acts of the Apostles and sets forth the themes 
that Luke is going to develop throughout this, the  
longest book of the New Testament.  His major theme 
is the role of the Holy Spirit, who enables the apostles 
to be effective witnesses to Jesus.  (The Holy Spirit is 
mentioned 57 times in the Acts of the Apostles.)   
Second Reading - Ephesians 1:17-23  

Ephesus was an ancient city located on the western 
coast of what is today Turkey.  Paul visited there  
several times.  Today’s passage, which is near the  
beginning of the letter to the Ephesians, is a prayer 
asking God’s blessings upon that community.   
Many thoughts in this prayer are connected to  
today’s feast of the Ascension. 

St. Vincent de Paul Meeting 
The monthly SVDP meeting is set for Monday,  
June 3rd at 7:00 p.m. in the Holy Trinity Center.   

Widows & Widowers Social Club 
Join other widows and widowers for support,  
fellowship and community on the first Tuesday 
of the month - this June 4 th - at 11:00 a.m. in the Holy 
Trinity Center.  Call Charlotte Begley 424-6835 for info.  

Knights  of Columbus Council 1610 Meeting 
The K of C Council 1610 monthly meeting is set  
for this Wednesday, June 5th at 7:00 p.m.  
in the Knights Council Hall.  

The Men’s Fellowship Group  
Men of the parish are invited to join for  
prayer and study every second and fourth 
Saturday of the month.  The next meeting is this  
Saturday, June 8th at 7:00 a.m. - St. John Rectory.  

Happy 60th Wedding Anniversary 
Carlo & Rosetta DiCristoforo! 

Graduating from High School this Year? 
Parish families with graduating seniors are  
invited to send in a photo of their graduate  
for a Special Photo Spread set for the July 7th bulletin.  
Send a digital photo to monica@holyfamilymiddletown 
.com or bring one by the parish office to be scanned -  
it only takes a minute.  Senior photos or a photograph 
from the graduation ceremony or with the grad in 
their cap and gown are appropriate.  Please include  
the graduate’s name and the high school they attended.  
The deadline for this Special Photo Spread is 2:00 p.m. 
Tuesday, July 2nd.  The dates are later this year due to  
Middletown High School’s later graduation date!  

VBS Garage Sale Coming in July!  
If you’re Spring Cleaning and come  
across books, toys, household items,  
games, jewelry, small appliances,  
knick-knacks, or holiday décor that  
you don’t want, we hope you’ll save them for the  
Vacation Bible School Garage Sale!  Watch for details!  
 
 

PLEASE NOTE!   WE CAN’T ACCEPT  

DONATIONS UNTIL THE FIRST WEEK OF JULY!   



Olive Rose Lanham, daughter of 
Patrick Lanham & Abigail Burns Lanham 

and little sister of Alice & Sullivan 

Evan Smith, son of  
Mark Smith & 

Katherine Kovach Smith 

Amalia Claire Brondon, 
daughter of Michael Brondon  
and Bridget Samek Brondon  

and little sister of Elijah 

Louis Koa Dinh,  
son of Tom Dinh & 

 Kathryn Agoston Dinh,  
and little brother of Vivienne 

Congratulations and welcome to these recently baptized children. 

Abel Lee Allen Breedlove,  
son of Rusty Breedlove & 

Mary Steele Breedlove 

Baptismal  
Preparation Class 

Wednesday, June 19th 

7 PM  St. John Rectory 
If you are expecting  

your first baby or want 
your first child baptized 
we ask that you attend a 

baptismal preparation 
class, held quarterly 
throughout the year.   

The next class is set for 
Wednesday, June  19th  

at 7:00 p.m. in the 
St. John Rectory.   

Please call the parish 
office 422-0602  

to register for this class. 
 

  



by Dawn Pickerill / Principal 
 
 

TRADITIONAL VALUES.  EXCEPTIONAL EDUCATION. 
St. John XXIII represents 150 years of Catholic Education 
dedicated to encouraging and developing well-rounded, 
self-confident and compassionate children and young 
adults who lead successful, mindful, service-driven lives. 
Our school community is the foundation on which our 
core principles of faith and hard work bind us together 
as a family.  
 

If you are interested in a Catholic education that        
provides a challenging, structured and thoughtful   
learning environment led by highly qualified and         
experienced teachers, contact Principal  Dawn Pickerill 
at 424-1196  for a meeting and a tour of the school. 

 
MOTHER/SON BOWLING EVENT 
Our annual Mother/Son bowling event was held on    
Friday, May 17th and drew our biggest crowd to date. 
Over 158 bowlers joined us for the evening, which is up 
23 from last year.  In addition to a tremendous amount 
of fun, the event raised almost $1,400!  A huge thank 
you to Mrs. Patty Ryan for coordinating this great   
evening! 

 
END OF YEAR 
The end of the school year brings with it some        
“Hails and Farewells.” We are sad to say goodbye to 
third grade teacher Mrs. Katy Klaber and kindergarten   
teacher, Mrs. Stacy Kleingers.  We will miss both          
of them, but wish them the best of luck in their future 
endeavors. 
 

Please join us in welcoming Mrs. Jessica Terrill in third 
grade and Ms. Stephanie Gosser in fifth grade. Both 
teachers come to us with teaching experience at these 
grade levels and we feel very blessed to have them as 
part of our St. John XXIII family. 
 

Additionally, Mrs. Cari Hellmann is moving from     
teaching preschool to teaching kindergarten.             
Mrs. Maria Jeffers will be teaching the three day      
afternoon preschool class that Mrs. Hellmann used to 
teach, and we welcome Mrs. Kristen Mulligan as the 
assistant teacher in that class. 

 

ST. JOHN XXIII 2018-19 AWARDS 
 

In addition to awards given for Achievement  
and Effort in each subject for students in  
grades 4 – 8, the following Special Awards  
and Scholarships were presented this year. 
 

JERRY HARKRADER MEMORIAL AWARD  
This award recognizes a St. John XXIII student, who  
by their daily performance in the classroom and in 
athletic competition, exemplify the characteristics  
for which Jerry Harkrader was well-known: a deep 
love and faith in God, tremendous dedication to any 
task undertaken, a very positive attitude, proper  
respect for every human being, and a spirit of fair  
play and good sportsmanship.  This year’s recipient  
is Paige Yager.  
 

GASTON / KOVACH MEMORIAL AWARD  
Chosen by faculty and established by the children of  
David A. Gaston, Sr. and Barbara A. Kovach-Gaston  
in their memory and the memory of their parents /
grandparents, Michael and Christine Kovach.   
This award is given to two 8th grade students who  
routinely display Christian attitude, conduct and  
values. This year’s recipients are Giuseppe DeBisai  
and Sydney Deskins. 
 

JOHN BRADY ROSSI MEMORIAL SCHOLARSHIP  
This scholarship is given in memory of John Brady  
Rossi.  This scholarship goes to the student who  
displays kindness with a consistent respect and  
sensitivity to others. This year’s recipient is  
Eli Spencer. 
 

BUILDERS’ CLUB MERIT AWARD in memory of  
HEIDI HOEHN This award is presented to students  
who have shown persistence in striving to improve 
all aspects of their social and academic careers at  
St. John XXIII School.  This year’s recipients are  
Anthony Abata, Avery Earls, Maddie Lawson,  
Heath McMonigle, Lorena Reich, & Zachary Johnson. 
 

JOHN “BUTCH” ROSSI SCHOLARSHIP – This scholar-
ship is given in memory of Butch Rossi, long time 
teacher, coach, athletic director and administrator  
at Fenwick High School.  It is presented to a student 
who best exemplifies the qualities that Mr. Rossi tried 
to instill in our youth.  Some of these include loyalty, 
dedication, respect, hard work and a love of Fenwick.  
This year’s recipient is Audrey Withrow. 



Western Hills Veterinary Clinic is Hiring!   
Part to full time, office skills, animal skills  
and people skills all required!   
You must have a valid driver’s license,  
a good work history (references, pls),  
and an outgoing personality; you must be articulate  
and reliable.  High school graduate with computer skills  
preferred.  If interested, please call Nan 513-422-4181. 

Cincinnati Catholic Men’s Conference 
Saturday, June 15th      
8:15 AM - 2:15 PM 
St. Maximillian Kolbe Parish 
Get your ticket today for a faith-filled half-day where 
men from all over the tristate will enjoy Catholic  
inspiration and spiritual growth.  Speakers include  
Super Bowl Champ Matt Birk, Cooking Priest Fr. Leo 
Patalinghug and New York Mets coach Rich Donnelly.  
Purchase tickets online and get more info on the 
conference at www.CincinnatiMensConference.com.  

Sock Drive Until June 30th!   The Middletown Police Department is hosting a sock drive  

to collect socks for Shoes for the Shoeless and its super simple to help!  Purchase any  
new socks that fit kids ages 5-18.  Drop off your socks in the labeled bin in the Police lobby  
by Sunday, June 30th.  The more colorful the better!  Have fun with this! 

Supplies Needed for                     VBS!  
If you’d like to donate an item, you can  
leave it in the Blue Donations Bins at the  
church doors or drop it off at the parish office Monday 
through Friday, 9 AM - 5 PM.  Some items on the list 
below include the quantity needed in parenthesis.   
We have so many generous members and hope that  
if many make a small donation we’ll come close to 
meeting our supplies list.  Thanks for supporting VBS!! 
   

  Large Colored Pompoms (~ 3/4”  to 1" Diameter)  
  Craft Sticks - Popsicle Size (1000)  
             - Tongue Depressor Size (500)  
  Gallon Size Ziploc Bags (750)  
  Milk Jug Lids (150) 
  Wallpaper Book 
  Green Paper Plates - Dessert Size  
  Large Bottles Hand Sanitizer (4) 
  Frog Tape        Fishing Line 

  Plastic Rectangle Tablecloths  
  - Red (5) - Orange (5) - Black (5)   

Fr. Civille & the Knights of Columbus in the Annual Memorial Day Parade - photo thanks to AJ Bell 

https://catholicspeakers.com/cincinnati-mens-conference





