
Saint Bernadette Church 
Villanova & Princeton Roads 

Parlin, New Jersey 
Served by: 

Rev. James W. Hagerman, Pastor 
Rev. Msgr. Andrew L. Szaroleta, Senior Priest 

 

We Invite You To Celebrate  
And Participate 

 

The Eucharist 
Saturday Vigil:  5:00 p.m. 
Sunday: 8:30 a.m.  
 10:00 a.m. 
                        11:30 a.m. 
Weekdays: Monday at 7:00 p.m. (Mass/Novena) 
       Tuesday through Friday at 8:30 a.m. 
Holy Days: As Announced 

 
Reconciliation 

The Sacrament of Reconciliation (Confessions) 
is celebrated every Saturday from 4:00 p.m. to 
4:30 p.m. in the Weekday Chapel.  
 
⸭Masks are recommended for those who are 
unvaccinated. If you are feeling ill, as always, 
please refrain from attended mass until you feel 
better. 
 

Parish Offices 
20 Villanova Road 
Parlin, New Jersey 08859 
 
Office Hours 
Open: 
   Tuesday - Friday 
    9:00 a.m.- 2:00 p.m. 
Closed:  
    Saturday-Monday 
⸭Please call ahead before 
coming. 

Parish Office Telephone 
732-721-2772 

        Mass times - ext. 2 
          Secretary - ext. 3 

 Fr. Hagerman - ext. 3 
        Bookkeeper - ext. 4 

Msgr. Szaroleta - ext. 5 
 
Maintenance   732-707-4477 
Mr. Jeff Spitery 
 

Director of Religious Education 
Mrs. Lorna A. Francis                   732-727-4343 
CCD Email:                    stbernccd@gmail.com 
 

Director of Music 
Mary Kay Cullinan 
 

Church Bingo Hall                      732-721-8833 
Parish Fax                                   732-727-5188 
 

Parish Website:       saintbernadettechurch.net 
Online Donation: 
            saintbernadettechurch.churchgiving.com 

MISSION STATEMENT 
“St. Bernadette Parish is a community of faith, energized by the Eucharist, for the support of those in need 
both spiritually and materially. We invite everyone to join us on this faith-filled journey.” 
 
New Members: We welcome all new parishioners and those who wish to return to the Church or to learn 
more of what we believe as Catholics. Every family moving into the parish is requested to register at the 
Rectory. If you move to another Parish, or change your address, please notify us. 



Page Two September 19, 2021 

ANNOUNCED MASS INTENTIONS 
FOR THE WEEK 

Sat.-Sun., Sept. 18– Sept. 19 (The Twenty- 
    Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Times)  
  5:00 pm + People of the Parish 
  8:30 am + Lawrence Colella, r/o Roseann  
         Colella  
10:00 am + Theresa Keaveney, r/o the Vassilo  
          Family 
11:30 am + Adelina Lacson, r/o the Perez  
          Family 
Mon., September 20 (Saint Andrew Kim 
Tae-gŏn and Saint Paul Chŏng Ha-sang) 
  7:00 pm + Anthony and Josephine Malara,  
          r/o sons 
Tues., September 21 (Saint Matthew) 
  8:30 am    Riya Kurian, r/o Tessy Sesbastian 
Wed., September 22 (Weekday) 
  8:30 am + Alfeo G. Molato, r/o wife and  
         children 
Thurs., September 23 (Saint Pius) 
  8:30 am + Walter Kreiss, r/o The Keefe  
          Family 
Fri., September 24 (Weekday) 
  8:30 am + Robert Rotger, r/o wife, Maria 
Sat., September 25 (Weekday) 
No 8:30 am Mass  
Sat.-Sun., Sept. 25– Sept. 26 (The Twenty- 
    Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Times)  
  5:00 pm + Mary Sidlowski, r/o Tom and  
          Mary Alice Maher 
  8:30 am + Mildred Fernandes, r/o Stan  
          Fernandes 
10:00 am + Kathryn Connors and Nan Ther,  
          r/o the Connors Family 
11:30 am + People of the Parish 
 

 
*Please Pray the Rosary for Peace* 

 
 

BLESSED MOTHER CANDLE 
The Candle in Honor of Our Blessed Mother 
will be lit this week in memory of Beatrice 
and Raymond Boyle, r/o Sheila Christensen 
and family. 
   

SANCTUARY CANDLE 
 

WINE & HOSTS 
 
************************************ 

STEWARDSHIP… 
The gift of your treasure! 

Offering of Sept. 11-Sept. 12….….$9,303.00 
Assessment Offering....…...…...……$731.00 
Online Giving…......…….........….....$818.67 
 

Your Weekly Envelope Offerings 
$1-$5…………………………..……….…12            
$6-$10…………………….……..……....…9 
$11-$20……………...……………………18 
$21-$30………………………...…………24  
$31-$39…………………………….………6   
$40 and Over………………..……………69 
 
************************************ 

SPREADING THE WORD 
25th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

“If anyone wishes to be first, he shall be the 
last of all and the servant of all.”  

MARK 9:35 
 
Jesus teaches us that we are called to love 
one another.  Love involves sacrifice.  
Sacrifice is a word that many of us don’t like 
to hear.  We think it means that we must give 
up something that we want.  However, the 
literal meaning of sacrifice is “to make 
holy,” from the words “sacer” = sacred and 
“facere” = to make.   In other words, we 
make our lives holy by sharing our gifts in 
the service of God. 
 

___________________________________________HOTLINES-OUTREACH_________________________________________ 
Catholic Charities…………………………...…..732-324-8200        Life Choices Resource Center..…..…………....732-516-0911  
Food Assistance………………………...……….732-721-7418         Life Call……………………….……………..…800-662-2678 
Mental Health and Addiction…………………..732-745-4186      Safe Haven……………………….……………..609-888-7915                  
Depression………………………………..…..….855-654-6735 
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BAPTISMAL PREPARATION CLASS 
The next Baptismal Preparation Class will 
take place on Monday, October 4th at 
8:00pm in the Lourdes Center meeting room. 
Baptismal donations and Certificates of 
Eligibility for godparents will be accepted at 
the class. 

 
 

ADULT FAITH FORMATION CLASS 
Epic: The Early Church 

An Exciting Study of the Church’s First Five 
Hundred Years 

Discover the extraordinary story of the 
Church’s beginnings—a time of courageous 
saints, brilliant philosophers, eloquent 
theologians, ruthless emperors, and heroic 
martyrs. St. John Paul II said, “Christ is the 
foundation and center of history; he is its 
meaning and ultimate goal.” Epic: The Early 
Church encourages you to grow closer to 
Christ through a deeper understanding of his 
Church. Here you will get to know the 
people and events that shaped its first five 
hundred years. You will see how the Church 
Fathers boldly confronted early challenges to 
the Faith—challenges similar to the ones we 
face today. You will learn the stories behind 
the first ecumenical councils and the Roman 
persecutions and meet many of the men and 
women who gave their lives to defend the 
Faith. The heroic stories of the early leaders 
and martyrs of the Church will strengthen 
and affirm your own walk of faith. 
 
Beginning September 
23rd, join us on 
Thursdays at 7:00pm 
in for this 10-week 
class.   
 
For more information 
or to order the 
workbook, please go to 
our church website or 
to Ascension Press 
directly  at 
ascensionpress.com. 
 

 
 

ALTAR-ROSARY SOCIETY 
The next meeting takes place on Monday, 
September 27th at 7:30pm in O’Dea Hall.  
All are invited to come to Church at to pray 
the Rosary and stay for the Novena and 
Mass. Our meeting follows the Mass. 

 
************************************ 

ASK A PRIEST 
Question:  
My  friend  has  never  heard  of 
Christ  and I want  to  share  the 
Gospel with  her but  I'm  afraid 
to. How  do  I  share  my  faith? 
 
 
Answer:  
There are a lot of ways to bring up the topic 
of religion, without being judgmental or 
pushy. Begin by asking what her thoughts are 
about religion, or what her experience was 
growing up. Finding common ground is 
often easier than you think, because the 
questions and problems we have about God, 
the presence of evil, our purpose in life, and 
our relationship with God are universal 
concerns. 
 
Why are you afraid? If you do not want to 
insult or offend someone, don't be pushy or 
judgmental. If you are uncertain about how 
to explain your own faith, do a little reading 
or practice with a friend. If you measure 
success only by this person converting, focus 
your attention more on beginning the 
conversation, not on bringing it to a perfect 
close! Faith is a journey of many acts of 
belief, many discussions about God, and 
many choices about how we practice what 
we preach. In some we will have great 
success; in others we will need forgiveness 
and perseverance. The most important thing 
to keep in mind is that the Holy Spirit is 
always at work and our most humble efforts 
can bear great fruit. Have faith in God 
because he has faith in you! 

©LPi 
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For over 31 years, this parish undertakes a 
process known as the Rite of Christian 
Initiation of Adults (RCIA).  It is a process 
for adults who desire to become Catholic as 
well as for Baptized Christians seeking the 
same.  The process takes over several months 
and begins in September.  There are weekly 
gatherings where people come together to 
share, grow, and understand the Catholic 
faith.  It is a preparation process for the 
reception of the Sacraments of Initiation 
(Baptism, Confirmation, and Holy 
Communion) at the Easter Vigil in the spring.  
The process is also open to Baptized 
Catholics who need to receive the 
Sacraments of Confirmation and Holy 
Communion.  These are not classes but a 
faith-sharing group.  If you or anyone you 
know who might be interested in this 
process, please contact Tom O’Leary at 732-
721-2772 or visit our website: 
saintbernadettechurch.net for more 
information about these classes. Someone 
will follow-up with a phone call to answer 
any other questions one may have.  

Come and See! 
 

PARISH COUNCIL MEETING 
The next Parish Council meeting will take 
place on October 6th from 7:00pm-8:00pm 
in O’Dea Hall.  Please wear your mask. 

 
BLESSING OF THE ANIMALS 

On October 3rd at 1:00pm, we will be having 
a special Blessing of the Animals ceremony. 
This is in conjunction with 
celebrating the feast day of the 
Patron Saint of Animals, Saint 
Francis of Assisi. On this day 
we remember St. Francis of 
Assisi's love for all creatures 
great and small. 

BINGO IS BACK!!! 
It is our pleasure to announce the return of  
Tuesday night Bingo!  Join us 
in O’Dea Hall at 7:30pm.  
Please help us spread the word 
about St. Bernadette Bingo 
returning.  We are looking 
forward to seeing everybody 
again.   

 
Be  Bingo Volunteer! 
Bingo is an important 
fundraiser for St. Bernadette 
Parish.  Weekly bingo requires 
people in front of and behind 
the scenes to successfully 

operate.  No experience necessary! You 
would work beside a fully training person 
currently in that position already. For more 
information or to volunteer, please contact 
the parish office at 732-721-2772. Please 
consider volunteering your time and talent to 
help out this very important fundraiser. 

 
 

SUMMER AND FALL 50/50 FAIR  
SHARE RAFFLE 

The Altar Rosary Society is sponsoring our  
annual 50/50 Fair Share Raffle.   
 
By   now   you   should   have  
received your raffle ticket books in the mail. 
If you are interested in another raffle book, 
we have extras.  A full book contains 10 
tickets for $10.00 or you may purchase 
individual tickets at $1.00 each. You can 
return your purchased tickets by dropping 
them off or mailing them, with a check/cash 
enclosed, to the parish office. You may also 
drop them of at mass. 
 
           The winning tickets will be  drawn  on       
           Monday, November 22, 2021.   Please  
             take a chance to help your parish and  
                perhaps  win  some  money  just  in  
                time for the Holiday Season. 
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ALTAR ROSARY MEETING 
The next Altar Rosary meeting 
will be held on Monday, 
September 27th at 7:30pm in the 
Lourdes Center. 

 
SENIORS 

St Bernadette Senior’s Club will meet on 
Monday, September 20th in O’Dea Hall. 
Lunch at 11:30am with our meeting at 12:00 
noon. Sandwich, dessert, and beverage will 
be $5.00 and Bingo will be played 
immediately following our meeting for those 
who wish to play $1.00 per board. New 
Members 55 years or older are always 
welcome! Dues are $7.00.  
*We will be holding a Social and meeting on 
Friday, September 24th at 6:00pm. Dinner, 
dessert, and beverage $10.00. Stay and play 
games or just socialize afterwards.  If you 
can’t normally make our daytime meetings, 
this is a great chance to come and see what 
the Seniors are about! 
*We are still seeking ideas to make our 
meetings more interesting and enjoyable. 
Your ideas matter and are appreciated! Any 
questions or to join, please contact Lois Ann 
Smith (732-721-2772). 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

   COUNTDOWN TO CHOIR 
*Our Music Ministry would like to invite 
new members to join in sharing their time 
and talents with our parish community.  
 

*New singers are always welcome in our 
Adult Choir.  No previous musical 
experience is necessary.  Rehearsals are 
Thursday evenings at 7:00pm.  The Adult 
Choir typically sings at 5:00pm Mass each 
Saturday and periodically at 8:30am or 
10:00am Masses on Sunday.  Rehearsals 
will begin on September 23rd. The Choir 
will begin singing at the 5:00pm Mass on 
Saturday, October 2nd. 

Thank you for your interest! 

BAPTISMAL PREPARATION CLASS 
The next Baptismal Preparation Class will 
take place on Monday, October 4, 2021 at 
8:00 pm in Lourdes Center. Godparent 
Eligibility Certificates and baptismal 
donations may be presented at 
this meeting.  If you are 
interested in having your child 
baptized, please contact the 
parish office or go to our 
website for more information. 

 
 

ANOINTING OF THE SICK 
The sacrament of the Anointing of  
the Sick will be celebrated on  
Monday, October 11th at  
11:00am in the Church. Let  
us come together to pray  
for family and friends who are in need of 
God’s healing grace! All are welcome.  

 

Starting on September 26th, the Children's 
Liturgy will take place during the 10:00am 
and the 11:30am Masses, on the second and 
fourth Sundays of the month.  The Liturgy 
acknowledges the baptismal dignity of 
children through celebration of the Sunday 
Liturgy of the Word geared to the child's age 
and development and is conducted in a 
manner to allow children to hear, and reflect 
on the Word of God and its meaning in their 
young lives. 
  
Looking for a rewarding experience to share 
God's word?  We are looking for people 
interested in teaching the Children's Liturgy 
of the Word.  No experience necessary, you 
will be trained by current teachers.  If you are 
interested, please contact the parish office at 
732-721-2772. 
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BLOOD DRIVE 
New Jersey Blood Services will be 
conducting a blood drive, Thursday, 
September 30, 2021, from 1:30-7:30pm at 
Most Holy Redeemer Parish (133 Amboy 
Road) in Desmond Hall.  At this time, the 
blood supply is critically low.  To remain in 
compliance with the federal guidelines for 
social distancing.  Please be aware that 
we do not test for COVID-19.  Remember to 

eat, drink, and bring your 
Donor ID or ID with your 
name and photo. For an 
appointment, go to nybc.org/
newjerseydrive - sponsor 
code 10712 or call 800-933-
2566. 

 
     SILVER & GOLD WEDDING 
ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION 

You are cordially invited to celebrate your 
25th or 50th Wedding Anniversary with the 
Church of Metuchen and renew your 
marriage vows with Bishop James F. 
Checchio at a special Evening Prayer 
Service at the Cathedral of St. Francis of 
Assisi in Metuchen on Sunday, October 17, 
2021 at 3:30pm.  Couples who celebrated 
their Silver or Gold anniversary in 2020 are 
also invited to attend. 
Registration is required. 
Please register online at:  
diometuchen.org/silver-and-
gold-anniversary-celebration.   
 
If you are unable to access, please contact 
your parish secretary or the Family Life 
Office at 732-562-1543 or 
amarshall@diometuchen.org.   Registration 
will close on October 7, 2021.  Although no 
fee is required, in the past many Jubilarian 
couples have given a donation of gratitude 
to the Church in memory of this special 
occasion.  Donations of Gratitude may be 
made online at diometuchen.org/donation-
silver-and-gold or calling 732-562-1543.   

MARRIAGE ENCOUNTER 
With summer winding down, why not treat 
yourself to a Marriage Encounter 
Experience? A Worldwide Marriage 
Encounter Experience gives you the time 
and tools to revitalize romance, deepen 
communication, and nourish the spirituality 
in your marriage.  Join us from the comfort 
of your home via Zoom for eight evening 
sessions, 7:00-9:30pm, presented on 
Monday and Thursday evenings 
from September 27th-October 
21st. For an application call 
Tom & Ruth DeFalco 732-904-
9636 or visit us at: wwme.org 
for more information. 

 
DIOCESE OF METUCHEN BLUE 

MASS 
At 10:30am on September 29th, Bishop 
James F. Checchio will celebrate the 
19th Annual Blue Mass at the Cathedral of 
St. Francis of Assisi in Metuchen. Gathered 
together with local, county, state and federal 
law enforcement officials, we will honor and 
pray for those law enforcement officials of 
all faiths, who live and work in the Diocese 
of Metuchen. For more information please 
visit diometuchen.org/bluemass. 

 
LIFE CHAIN  

Life Chain is a peaceful and prayerful public 
witness of pro-life individuals standing for 
90 minutes praying for our nation and for an 
end to abortion.  It is a visual statement of 
solidarity by participants of all faiths, 
especially the Christian community, that 
abortion kills children and that the Church 
supports the sanctity of human life from the 
moment of conception until natural death.  
The next Life Chain will be held on Sunday, 
October 3rd.  For a list of locations and 
times, please go to the Diocese of Metuchen 
website (diometuchen.org/events/life-chain).  
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2021-2022 CCD SCHOOL YEAR 
Given the current guidelines from the 
Diocese the format of our religious education 
classes for the 2021-2022 year are as 
follows: 
⸭Grades 1st–6th: All registered CCD 
students will be assigned a teacher and given 
a workbook for home instruction.  Lessons 
will be done at home with workbooks being 
turned in periodically. 
⸭Grade 7:   All registered CCD students will 
have weekly Zoom meetings with their 
assigned class and teacher.  Parents will need 
to sign a Zoom wavier on Saturday, 
September 25th.  
⸭Grade 8: All registered CCD students will 
have weekly in-person meetings with their 
assigned class and teacher.   
⸭Books for all classes will be given out on 
September 18th.  Parents will be contacted for 
specific times. 
 
If your child has entered first grade in 
September 2021, please call Mrs. Francis, 
our CCD Director, at 732-727-4343 or email 
the religious education office at 
stbernccd@gmail.com. Registrations are by 
appointment only.   
 
 
************************************ 

THIS WEEK AT ST. BERNADETTE’S 
Sunday (C) 1:00pm………………..Baptism 
Monday (OD) 12:00 noon…………Seniors 
      (OD) 6:30pm…….…...Cub Scouts  
                (C) 7:00pm…....…...Mass/Novena    
Tuesday (OD) 7:30pm……….....……Bingo 
      (Day Chapel) 7:30pm...……RCIA 
Wednesday………………….……………… 
Thursday (C) 6:30pm…..….....……Cantors 
        (C) 7:00pm….…Music Rehearsal 
        (OD) 7:00pm……….Adult  Faith 

Formation Class 
Friday (OD) 6:00pm……….....……Seniors 
Saturday (C) 4:00pm…..…...….Confession         
Sunday (C) 10:00am and 11:30 Mass…….. 

Children’s Liturgy 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sharing the Gospel 
Even though they were friends, sometimes 
the disciples fought with each other. In 
today's Gospel reading, they were fighting 
over who was the most important. All 
twelve of them wanted to be number one-
the best disciple. Then Jesus told them a 
secret. The best disciple is the one who 
helps other people. 

 
Puzzle 

Add the Gospel message to the empty boxes 
 

Which one of them was the greatest?                         

KID’S CORNER 
Read the Gospel and color 
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