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Dear Parishioners of Immaculate Conception and St Joseph!

Does money control us? Jesus, when given a Roman coin, says in the Gospel, "Repay to Caesar what belppng

sar and to God what belongs to God. o6 Jesus, in h
statement Jesus demonstrates proper detachment from money. We too should have this virtue in regard jo mac
According to St Thomas Aquinas, the virtues regarding money include magnificence, liberality, generosityy and

NE giving. The vice of money is covetousness. St Thomas Aquinas describes covetousness as the keeping oNmot
thanl due. This is a sin directly against oneds neighbo

now dfthem. Itis also a sin of immoderation. In this way a person sins against oneself because a disordered attachm:

need
money causes a disorder in one's affections.

Jesus provides a virtuous example of understanding that money-haseg hgethat one should also remain det
tached from money. Instead of being attached to money, we should be attached to the providence of God] If w
moderately desire riches, then we have an immoderate and sinful desire to become like God. A rich persgn ac
God-like manner. The wealth of a rich person allows that person to control the world around them. They c}n hil
person to build their house, they can choose when and how to travel, they can buy comforts. A rich persof bec
fall into the sin of covetousness. They want something and like a god they take it. Their immoderate desirg for
leads them to sin against their neighbor.

Tobit, in the Old Testament, is another great example of one who has virtue in regard to the use of money. For
years he has suffered from blindness and as a result is unable to provide for his family. He is detached frgm w
while his wife becomes attached. One can imagine the challenge of Anna, the wife of Tobit. Her situation geen

'y terly dire. Due to Tobitds blindness, Anna must|] w
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She is stressed, overburdened and tired. She is at her limit. Then one day she gets a surprise gift from hey em
She gets a bonus and is given a goat. She rejoices. She is so happy with her good fortune. She rejoices, howe
in God's providence but rather in her new found wealth. She sees this bonus as a means to some freedom fror
stressful and overwhelming life. In her joy, however, she becomes overly attached to her wealth, because|for f
path to a life with less labor, less work, less stress. Then she gets home. She is recounting her story and s rejt
her new goat. Then her husband, her 'lazy' husband, who has been blind for four years, calls her out. He #ells |
give the goat back to its owner. Tobit wants nothing to do with wealth that corrupts. Tobit wants to place Hfs tru
the providence of God. Anna becomes upset. She curses her husband. She curses his charity.

Wealth corrupts the heart. Wealth leads to covetousness and immoderate attachments. The Book of Ecclgsias
EDSff "Oppression can make a fool of a wise man, and a bribe corrupts the heart.” Place your trust in
har i\n gdheprovidencehof Goda Maeney has a use, it is a tool, but do not place your trust in yourswesalthy dzSR 2y [ 3
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