HOLY REDEEMER CHURCH

THE HOLY FAMILY
OF JESUS, MARY,

AND JOSEPH

Jesus said to his parents,
“Why were you looking for me?
Did you not know that I
~must be in my Father’s house?”
_—— Luke 2:49

IN“

PASTOR
Father John M. Sullivan

DEACON
Joseph F. Mador

RECTORY
57 Highland Avenue
Chatham, MA 02633

PARISH OFFICE HOURS
Tuesday - Thursday 9:00AM - 3:00PM
(By appointment at other times)
(508)-945-0677 - FAX (508) 945-3186
www.holyredeemerchatham.org
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The Church is accessible to the Handicapped.
The ELEVATOR is to the left of the Main Entrance.

Copyright © J.S. Paluch Co. Inc.: Photos: © zatletic/Adobe Stock

ST. VINCENT DE PAUL SOCIETY
Help Line: 508-237-7983

HOLY REDEEMER MASS SCHEDULE
Saturday: 4:.00PM
Sunday: 8:00, 10:00 AM
WEEKDAY MASSES
Monday - Friday at 8:00 AM

SACRAMENT OF CONFESSION
Saturday: 3:00 - 3:45 PM

OUR LADY OF GRACE CHAPEL
Closed for the Season
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NEW PARISHIONERS ARE ALWAYS WELCOME
Please see Father Sullivan after Mass
to register with the Parish.
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Mass Intentions
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This Weekend
4:00PM Jerome Downie
8:00AM Francis Linnehan

Mary E. Roca
10:00AM Ted Vreeland

Saturday
Sunday

This Week
Monday 8AM Thomas Emmons, Jr.
4PM Laurie Ann Hurley - 31st Anniv.
Tuesday 10AM For the People of the Parish

Wednesday Marie Doran
Thursday Janet Minihane
Friday Joseph Derba
Next Weekend
Saturday 4:00PM Andrew Marx
Sunday 8:00AM Sheila & Preston Smith

10:00AM John J. O’Keefe, Jr.

Tabernacle Lamp:
Thomas and Day Families.

In memory of the Hurley, Henry,

Prayers: Please pray for those who are sick: Christina Boyle,
James Nelson, Leila Porter, Marley Marie Smith, Fred
Magnusson, Vera Russo, Sawyer Craig, Jack Gerard, Joyce
Gallup, Dr. Peter McKay, Bill Manley, Joseph Filardi, Madeline
Keogh, Oscar Sprague, William Harahan, Ed Dash, Krissy
Labbate, Clarence Silvia, Thomas Chestaw, Leonard Gratton,
Pam Weiler, Heather Duarte, Claire Kirby, Hazel Byrne, Donna
Grant, Dr. Peter Saunders, Helen Duarte, Christopher Westdyk,
Ken Elliott, Sidney Harvey. Please pray for our beloved
deceased: Claire Kirby.

Solemnity of Mary, the Mother of God
Mass Schedule
Monday, December 31, New Year's Eve: 4:00 PM
Tuesday, January 1, New Year's Day:  10:00 AM

Come and get the new year off well by sharing
in the Eucharist

No Matter who you are
No Matter what you do
No Matter where you come from
No matter where you are going
No matter how good or how bad things may seem

Please know that you are always welcome
Follow Us on Facebook
If you're a social media devotee you can follow parish

at Holy Redeemer
n activities on our Facebook. More and more parishioners

are accessing the page and also “Liking Us”. Why not do the same?

End of the Year Parish Donations

Many people need to take an end of the year distribution from a 401K,
IRA or other such funds. It is often advantageous for tax purposes to
make a charitable donation of some of these funds. If you find yourself
in such a situation please consider a gift to Holy Redeemer Parish.

Special Christmas Thank You

On behalf of the parish a very sincere thank you to Organist
Josette Goff, Choir Director Stefanie Murray, our cantors and
the choir for helping to make our Christmas Masses so
beautiful.

Also, Fr. Sullivan would like to thank all those who sent
Christmas cards or shared some of your holiday baking with him
and the parish staff. Your generosity is appreciated very much.
Please accept our best wishes for your good health and
prosperity in the new year.

Children’s Christmas Pageant Planned

Our Children’s Christmas Pageant is scheduled for next

Sunday, January 6, 2018, before the 10 AM Mass. We
planned the pageant for the Feast of the Epiphany, the twelfth day of
Christmas, because last year we had to cancel plans to hold it on
Christmas Eve as we didn’t have enough Faith Formation children
able to participate on Christmas. It seems too many were going out of
town for Christmas or had other commitments. Holding the pageant on
Epiphany is a good plan because the pageant will be after the hubbub
of Christmas Day. The pageant will take about fifteen minutes so I'm
sure you understand the 10AM Mass might run a little after the 11
o'clock hour. Please plan to come and support our parish youth.

Diocese of Fall River Vocation Office Discernment
Retreat Weekend
The Diocese of Fall River Vocation Office is hosting a discernment
weekend for Men ages 18-45 at the Betania Il Spiritual Life and Marian
Center, 154 Summer St. Medway, MA from Friday February 22 to
Sunday February 24. If interested, please contact Fr. Jack Schrader at
frschrader@fallrivervocations.org or 508-695-6161.

Holy Redeemer Parish
Financial Report
Thank you for your generosity
to last week'’s collection
Last week’s collection total is not available as there was
an early bulletin transmittal date.

Living Stewardship Now

To find out more about refugees and ways to offer
practical help, contact Jesuit Refugee Services or Catholic
Relief Services. Pray for all refugees and prisoners of

conscience.
Copyright © 2010, World Library Publications. All rights reserved.
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From the Pastor

Good Politics is at the Service of Peace

Besides being New Year's Day and the Solemnity of Mary the Mother of God, January 1stis also celebrated as World Day of Peace. The date
was so designated for the first time back in 1968 by St. Pope Paul VI. Every year since that day the Pope has released a message outlining his
prayers for peace and giving an indication of what will be the focus and tone for the Vatican’s diplomatic endeavors for the coming year. The
message is distributed to government foreign ministers around the world before it is officially released by the Holy See on New Year's Day.

In early November the Vatican released the theme of the message which is, “Good politics is at the service of peace”. In his message Pope
Francis will stress, “political responsibility belongs to every citizen, and in particular to those who have been given the mandate to protect and to
govern”. Given the political climate in our country and in so many other nations throughout the world where the political environment is tumultuous
the Pope has chosen an important topic.

The Pope states that those who exercise political responsibilities have received a mandate to protect and to govern. He reminds politicians that
they have the mission to, “safeguard the law and to encourage dialogue between all actors of society, between generations, and between cultures”.

Pope Francis will be noting in his message that there can be no peace without mutual respect. In his message Pope Francis will recall Pope
Paul VI's observation that the first condition for trust is respect for the given word. The Pope will point out that, “political commitment — which is one
of the highest expressions of charity - implies concern for the future of life and of the planet, of the youngest and of the smallest, in their trust for
fulfillment”.

It seems as if in his World Peace Day message, the Pope will be addressing some major concerns regarding the deterioration of the political
climate throughout the world. In our country and in so many others political discussion has become very contentious and a willingness to debate
and reach a consensus or compromise increasingly impossible.

As a new Congress takes its seats early next year we should pray for an improved political climate in our country. We need to pray and work to
encourage politicians of all stripes, at all levels of government, to work together for the common good. We must especially remind those who are
newly elected to office of the responsibility to formulate policies that protect the most vulnerable in our society and treat all with respect.

The spirit of Pope Francis’ World Day of Peace message doesn't only apply to the professional politician but to all of us. We all need to work for
an improved political climate. A handout from the US Conference of Bishops published to mark the day suggests that we make a transformed
political climate the focus of our prayer. Don't make that just a general prayer request but as in all prayer we need to get specific. We can get
specific in prayer for a better political climate by maybe taking a particular issue discussed in a newspaper or social media article. Ask God to open
the contentious sides to move their hearts to compromise as they work towards a resolution of the issue.

We need to also learn about the issues that are causing disagreement in our country or community. Don't just settle for one point of view on an
issue but listen to different sources and viewpoints to come to your own opinion. Most of all look for stories about instances of hope for a better
political climate. Seek out stories of where people worked together through compromise and a willingness to reach a consensus to resolve issues.

We also can't sit on the sidelines moaning about our political climate. We need to join together with others who hope for progress in our political
climate to work for polices that work to support justice and peace and bring an end to poverty. This new year we should work to reestablish respect
and bipartisanship in our political climate.

Saint Francis of Assisi

Lord, make me an instrument of Thy peace;
Where there is hatred, let me sow charity;
Where there is injury, pardon;

Where there is error, the truth;

Where there is doubt, the faith;

Where there is despair, hope;

Where there is darkness, light; and
Where there is sadness, joy.

O, Divine Master,

Grant that | may not so much seek to be consoled, as to console;
To be understood as to understand;

To be loved as to love;

For it is in giving that we receive;

Itis in pardoning that we are pardoned;

And it is in dying that we are born to eternal life. Amen.
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